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The value and importance of the Book of Psalms 
to the sincere Christian, are too apparent to re- 
quire particular examination. It is, in truth, " a 
well-spring of life," for his thirsty sou! : " a trea- 
sure-house of good things," for his spiritual poverty 
and nakedness : " a lamp," to point out " the way 
wherein he should go ;" and a guide, " to direct his 
steps" in the path to everlasting life. Equally, 
and every way adapted to excite his devotion, and 
stimulate his endeavours after hoUness and virtue; 
it alike consoles his spirit in sorrow, and regulates 
his mind in prosperity : and amid " all the changes 
and chances of this mortal life," soothes or glad- 
dens his bosom, with peace and comfort, hope and 
joy. 

In this interesting, endearing, and inestimable 
point of view, liave the Psalms of David been re- 
garded, by some of the greatest ornaments of our 
reformed church, "^fl^j^is there necessary for 
idicious Hooker, 
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viii PREFACE. 

of Christ, '^ and was glad.'* Jacob, in his dying 
hour, had a distinct view of ^' Shiloh," on whose 
coming " the sceptre" was to " depart from Judah/' 
Balaam, though unwillingly, testified of the '^ star** 
that should '* come out of Jacob f and the '' scep- 
tre" that should ^' rise out of Judah." Job was 
Btrengthened under his signal trials by a steady 
gaze at the future Saviour : '^ I know that my Re- 
deemer liveth:" and Moses, not only anticipated 
the same glorious personage himself, but announced 
to the Israelites, the certainty of his future mani- 
festation, and the obedience to which he was en- 
titled on his appearance : " The Lord thy God 
will raise up unto thee a prophet from the midst 
of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me : unto him 
shall ye hearken." 

: Satisfactory, however, as these intimations of 
the future Messiah might be, and admirably adapted 
to the primitive ages of the world, and the earlier 
•state of God's " peculiar people :" yet, they are alto- 
gether dark and oracular, compared with the clear 
end particxilar predictions, which the Psalms of 
David afford, of this illustrious character. All the 
prominent circumstances of Jesus Christ's life, 
ministry, and offices, from his birth, which was of 
/' the dew of the morning," to his '' going up on 
high," '' leading captivity captive ;" are, in '* the 
songs of Zion," clearly and accurately pourtrayed. 



PREFACE. ix 

Here specific mention is made of the various par- 
ticulars of Messiah's humiliation, and majesty: of 
his abasement and his triimiph: of his mortal 
sufferings and everlasting glory^. Here is spread 
before the humble follower of Jesus, a body of pro^ 
phedes delivered more than a thousand years be« 
fore their completion, fulfilled to a letter, in the 
actual events of his Saviour's sojournment on 
earth : placing the divinity and truth of his reli^ 
gion on a foimdation that never can be shaken : 
and assuring us, beyond the possibihty of reason^ 
able fear or doubt, that ^' our hope** in this /^ great 
salvation,** shall never be made *' ashamed **" 

But although the Book of Psalms be thus " a 
pearl beyond price** to the thoughtfiil Christian, 
beaming with light and holiness ; with the rays of 
eternal truth, and the splendours of infalKble pres- 
cience : yet, it may well be doubted, whether these 
divine lyrics, (under the form in which they are 
presented to him, in the authorized version of the 
Prayer-Booh), delight him with all the beauty 
which they intrinsically possess ; or afford him a/2 
the usefiilness which they are capable of beiAowing. 



* For a fuller developement of this interesting subject, see my 
** Sunday Evening Discourses for Households." Longman, 
Rees, Orme, and Co. 1828. Discourse xiii. " The Book of 
Psalms, and its Connection with Christ.'' Vol. ii. p. 1. 
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Generally able and eorreci as this trapslation 
may be> yet^ as it was made, in a great meaawe, 
from the Greek Septuagint^ and the Latin Vulgate, 
and by persons not critically skilled in the Hebrew, 
many passages occur in it, in which the original 
text has b^en either obscurely, or mistakenly, ren- 
dered; and consequently, the force of ssuch senr 
tences materially lessened, or their meaning unfor^ 
tunately distorted. A purer Hebrew text, and the 
labours of later Hebrew scholars, have, indeed, dis* 
sipated many of these obscurities, and , corrected 
most of these errors: but the improvements hay e 
not reached,, as yet, our Pbater^Book, translation ; 
and, of course, they who use thi$ version exclu- 
sively, have still to struggle with th^ perplexities 
which it presents. 

Another circumstance lessening, in some degree, 
to the general reader, the. delight and edification 
which the Psalms of David are capable of convey- 
ing to the devout mind, (a circumstance which is 
not counteracted in the authorized version) arises 
firom the very nature of these diving compositions 
themsdves. 

The Psalms acknowledge none of the regular 
forms which fetter prosaic writing. They deal in 
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Thoughts that breathe, and words that burn.'* 
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Their'i^, is the language of high deyotian : intense 
feeling : and prophetic annunciation. They are 
transcripts of the soul^ agitated, in the present, by 
all the most powerful emotions of our nature : and 
laboioing with awful visions, and glorious antictpa^ 
tLons, of the Aiture : exhibiting sudden bursts of 
impasaoned expression i rapid changes of time and 
place : and a total disregard to the unities and com 
graitiesy which characterize every formal species of 
literacy eompoiuticm: and must, in conseqiienee> 
be fi^uently den^UKitical^ if not nnintelligiUe, to 
the ordinary understanding. 

I^ to all diis^ we add, that many of the Psafanft 
are also interlocutory: that isy presenting a variety 
of speakers, who are to be identified only by the 
nature of the context : and that, in the original, 
there is no preparatory intimation of the change 
of persons so speaking, a want which is not sup- 
plied in the Prayer-Book version; we shall feel^ 
that a considerable portion of these heavenly songs, 
must be objure (to say the least,) to the popular 
mind : smd agree in opinion with the learned Bi* 
shop Horsley, that " of all the books of the Old 
Testament, the book of Psalms is the most univer- 
sally read, but, as little as any understood *." 

♦ " The Book of Psahns, translated from the Hebrew," vd. L 
p. U. second edition. 
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^ It cannot be doubted^ indeed, that the Prayer- 
Booh version of the Psalms, even under this veiled 
form, emits a light sufficient to ''direct the feet/' 
imcl 5'gladdea the heart/' of every sincere wor- 
shipper, however slow may be his understanding, 
or inconsiderable his scholastic advantages : but, 
it is equally evident, (as I have before hinted,) that 
he cannot be alive to all the excellencies which it 
possessesi nor obtain all the improvement that it 
may afford, while it presents to his mind^ unexr 
plained and undissipated, the difficulties and pb-r 
scurities which we have just enumerated, Some^ 
thing will still be wanting, to enable him to " pray 
with his understanding," as well as his ''spirit;'- 
and, if he should be questioned like the Ethiopian 
worshipper, as to his comprehending, in many in- 
stances, the meaning, force, and beauty, of the sa- 
cred text, he would have to return the Chamber- 
lain's answer to the enquiry, " How can I, except 
some man should guide me T 
. To supply, in some measure, this advantage, to 
those of the Established Church, who need it : to 
afford a key to the Prayer-Booh version of the 
Psalms yyf\A<^ shall, to a certain extent, let in hght 
upon its present obsciuities; unravel some of itQ 
perplexities ; unfold many of its hidden charms ; 
and give access to its more recondite treasures ; is 
the object of the following work,~which, waving 
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every pretension to originality of ^materials, as- 
sumes only the humble merit, of condensing within 
a small compass, a considerable mass of that ilhis^ 
trative matter, which has been already accumulated 
to the Editor's hands, by the best commentariei^ 
ancient and modem, on this invaluable portion of 
the sacred canon. ; 

As he had it in his contemplation to render the 
volume a meet companion of the Book of Common 
Prater, as far as the Psalter is concerned ; he has 
endeavoured to adapt it to the use of public woe^ 
SHIP, by adhering rigidly to the Prayer-Book ver^ 
sion of the' Psalms, (even to their punctuation :) 
their arrangement under the days of the month ; 
and their division into morning and evening ser- 
vice. He has been equally scrupulous, also, that 
his illustrations, and e^lanations, should not in- 
terfere with the received order of the verses. Hav- 
ing, in the preliminary portion of the volumei 
classed the several Psalms, under certain general 
heads, he has added the proper characteristic term; 
to the number of each Psalm. Immediately under 
this notification,- is placed a short, but, it is hoped, 
a clear account, of the subject, occasion, and author, 
of the same Psalm, as far as the labours of the 
learned have been available to him, in this respect : 
and, with regard to those Psalms, which are ob- 
viously of a dramatic, or dialogue-iorm of compo- 
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i^tion^ (m order to render them more intelligible 
and striking^ by marking the interchange of speeches^ 
and appropriating each to its respective character^) 
he has placed> at the head of each Psafan, an inti- 
mation of the several Personages^ supposed to be 
introduced as speakers in it^ pointing out the verses^ 
at which the several speeches commence and ter- 
imnate. 

' The essence of the notes, (with the exception of 
the editorial ones, chiefly illustrative of the literary 
graces of these sublime lyrics,) is drawn, as above 
remarked, from various creditable jm»ferf sources; 
to which are added, many manuscript observations 
pn the book of Psalms, by the learned and intel- 
lectual Right Reverend Edmund Law, formerly 
X^ord Bishqp of Carlisle, contained in an interleaved 
Bible, which belonged to that excellent Prelate, and 
which was most kindly and liberally submitted to 
the Elditor's^use, by his Lordship's son, the present 
distinguished l^shop of Bath and Wells. To these 
extracts, the name of Bishop Law, is appended. 
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Of the Literary Character of the Book of Psalms. 

It ift an observation of the late learned Bishop Horsley^ 
tiiat '* the Psalms are all PoEBfs of the Lyric kind : that 
isj adapted to music ; butj with great variety in the style of 
composition ^."^ To this his Lordship adds^ that, some of 
them are simply odes: some of the sort called elegiac^ 
which are pathetic compositions, on moum&l subjects: 
some ethic, delivering ^ave maxims of life, or the precepts 
of religi<m, in solemn, but, for the most part, simple strains : 
some ^enigmatic, delivering the doctrines of religion in 
amgnuUa, contrived to strike the imagination forcibly, and 
yet easy tp be understood : but, the far greater part, a sort 
of dramatic-^kle, consisting of dialogues between parties 
sustaining certain characters. 

These remarks aSbrd a good idea of the variety of com« 
position in the Psalms : but, they convey no just notion of 
their perfect excellence as poems ; independently of their 
kw&l character as religious oraclies. Their exterior, how- 
ever, is as lovely as their substance is precious: and, we 
may assert with the strictest truth, that the poetry of the 
Psalms is of such pre-eminent dignity and beauty, as the 
world has never paralleled ; save, in those bursts of rhyth* 

♦ " The Book of Psalms translated," &c. Vol i. Pref. xiv. 
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mical eloquence^ which we^ occasionally, find to be poured 
forth, in " the Books of the Prophets ;" and which were 
inspired by " the self-same Spirit" that filled the soul of 
David, when he sang " the songs of Zion *." 

If the constituents of the highest order of poetic compo- 
sition, be, grandeur in conception; elevation of sentiment; 
sublimity of thought; inexhaustible invention ; imiversality 
of ii;aagery ; a complete command, and judicious application, 
of all the figures of speech, and all the riches of language; 
the claim of the Psalms, to what may well be called tran« 
ii^CENDENTAL POETRY, cannot be disputed. It is impossible, 
indeed, for the mind to figure to itself, any literary pro- 
duction more divine in subject ; lofty in imagination ; vivid 
in description ; or exquisite in diversified beauty ; than that 
Which is displayed in the general tone of these divine lays.' 
Universal Being, fi-om " the brink of dreary nothing," to 
the throne, of the Eternal God, contributes all its entities to 
furhish forth their amazing imagery. The mind is over- 
whelmed with wonder and awe, at their super-human con- 
ceptions, and astonishing personifications : and every page 
is marked with something beyond the reach of man's unin-> 
spired intellect to conceive, or power to express. " One 

* We find, indeed^ in the works of many poets^ ancient and modem, 
inucli of the awful imagery of the Book of Psahns : but, we have 
much reason to think, that it is to this rich store-house of sublime 
conception, and grandiloquous expression, and to *' the Books of the 
Prophets,'' that they have been indebted for these principal ornaments 
of their productions : and the most august rhetorical figures of Ho« 
mer's strains, and of Milton's imperishable poems, (with those of 
every intermediate bard) may be traced to these inspired composi- 
tions : either derived from them, in early times, through the medium 
of tradition ; or, in later days, from an actual study of their sacred 
pages. ' 
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deep calls upon another.** '' The sea makes a noise, and 
all that thereinAs:' " The floods clap their hands.** " The 
hills are joyful." " The vallies laugh and sing.** " The 
mountains smoke :" and '^ the earth trembles" at the '^ look** 
of God. ** The heavens perish," " wax old,** and are 
'* changed.'* '* Hell" yawns : and the " pavilion" of *' clouds 
and thick darkness," which conceals the intolerable bright- 
ness of Deity from mortal vision, is unfolded to the eye. 

Equally admirable, are the Psalms, also, for sweetness of 
imagery, and depth of pathos. The pastoral scenes, with 
which the son of Jesse had been familiar,, in the days of 
his innocence and peace, had made too deep an impression 
on his youthful and ingenuous mind, to be obliterated by 
the splendours of a crown ; the gorgeousness of a court ; or 
the glittering accompaniments of successful war&re. His 
unsophisticated taste still dwells with delight; and his 
wearied spirit oft reposes itself for refreshment, on the ob- 
jects of external nature, and the charms of rural life : and 
he mingles, with those glories of the heavens — ^the '^ sun," 
careering in his strength — the " moon," walking in her . 
brightness — and the " stars," rejoicing in their courses — 
the soft and soothing linages of, '* the shepherd'* tending 
his gentle flock : " the sheep" feeding in " green pastures;" 
and ** the lambs" gambolling beside ** the waters of com- 
fort" — ^while the compunction that he experienced from the 
conviction of those sins to which his exaltation had exposed, 
and into which his unrestrained passions had precipitated 
him, pours itself out in *^ groanihgs" so piteous, and floods 
of *^ tears" so affecting, as must awaken the s3nnpathy, 
while they check the wanderings, of every heart, not seared 
J)y vice, or stunned by apathy. 

a 
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But, though the Psalms' have, for ages, been considered 
as SL poetical work; and their transcendent beauties as such^ 
miiversally acknowledged and admired : yet it was not till 
of late years,, that any steady light was thrown on the laws 
o£ their, compocition: or, indeed^ upon the structure of 
Hebrew poetry in general. An immensity of learning 
had been wasted, and a variety of hypotheses successively 
suggested' and discarded, to determine this latter dark and 
curious question ; when the late Bishop Lowth, bringing 
to the point his profound erudition ; clear intellect ; solid 
judgment; and exquisite taste; discov^ed the long-con- 
cealed secret ; and unfolded once more to the world, the 
WKlure oi Hebrew versification f-vjxdny consequently, the 
poetical construction of the Book of Psalms, tiie brightest 
example of thid species of literary composition. 
. His lordship proved^ with a clearness and force amounting 
to demonstration, that Hebrew poetry was a thing sui ge- 
neris : without an analogue, among all the existing varieties 
of rhythmical writing-— that it bore no resemblance to that 
of the ancient classics — that it had no rhyming termination 
of lines — and that its great, and, perhaps, sole character- 
istic, appeared to be, a felicitous collocation ot arrange- 
ment of words, into what might be denominated paral- 
lelism : or, (in fiiller terms) in a certain equality, resem- 
blance, conformity, or relationship, between the miembers of 
^each period : so that, in one or more lines, or members of 
the same period, things should answer to things, and words 
io words, as if fitted to' ea^ other, by a kind of rule or mear 
.sure: periods coinciding with ^gtanzas; members with 
verses ; and pauses of the one, with pauses of the other. 
Thus, (in still clearer explanation of this peculiar pleonastic 



DISSERTATION I. m 

6tyle) when a proposition is deliyered, and a second is 
drawn under it, equivalent to, or contrasted with it, in 
sense ; or, similar to it, in grammatical CQnstruction ; the 
lines thus opposed to each other by regular contrasts, ot 
assimilated by properiy-adjusted conformities, are called 
parallel Unes; and the words or phrases, answering one to 
another, are denomnaAed parallettstM. 
' The Bishop of London established the further facts, that 
the Hebrew parallelism involved in it much variety, and 
many gradations: that its characteristics are sometimes 
more accurate and manifest; and sometimes more vague 
and obscure: but, that it mi^t be generally, and more 
loosely distributed, into three specific kinds: parallels 

SYNONTMOUS-— PARALLELS ANTITHETIC-^ and PARALLELS 
4BYNTHETIC Or CONSTRUCTIVE. 

' The system of Bishop Lowth, met (as might have been 
anticipated,) with some opponents: but the great body of 
UteraU throughout Europe, admired, applauded, and adopted 
It ;- and several of our own Hebrew and Biblical scholars, 
applied the discovery, with the greatest success, to the illus- 
tration of various poetical portions of the Old Testament 
It was not, however, till .the year 18^, that his lordship's 
iheory of Hebrew poetry, was fully devdioped ; philosophi- 
cally aaalysEed; impregnably established; ingeniously ex- 
tended; and delicately corrected, (where its minute defects 
required correction ;) when a work appeared from the pen 
^th^ IUv« John Jjebb, (the present Lord Bishop of Lime- 
rick) entitled ''Sacred LiTERATURE,"^^a volume diq[»laying 
more than ordinary sagacity and taste *. 

*~" Sadred Literature ; comprising a Review of the Principles of 
C6tnpo8ition/laid down by the late Robert Lowth, D.D. Lord Bisho](> 

?l2 
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: '. The chief correction^ or rather^ alteration, in Bishop 
Lowth*s system, suggested by Mr. J.ebb, was^ the change of 
the term synonymous parallelism^ into that of cognate 
PAiiALLELisM : an alteration^ whose propriety is established, 
by the clearest aqd most convincing reasoning: and by 
which, a term is obtained, of a much more comprehensive and 
philosophical character, than that of synonymous— a, term 
that includes all cases of parallelism, in which there is 
close relationship^ but not absolute identity; and which 
serves the nicely-discriminating, refined, ajid useful purpose, 
of distinguishing between different degrees of truth and good 
on the one hand ; and of falsehood and of evil on the other. 

Having thus given a slight sketch of the singular, and 
highly-artificial nature of Hebrew poetry in general, and 
consequently, of the rhythmical structure of the Book of 
Psalms in particular ; it remains, that an example should be 
submitted to the reader, from these sacred compositions, of 
each of the three generic parallelisms above described — > 
the cognate: the antithetic: and the constructive 
parallelism. 

I. The cognate parallelism: this arrangement of the 
members or words, of what, perhaps, we may venture to call 
the Hebrew stanza, marks, among other features of compo- 
sition, mond gradation. This, we have already seen, was 
substituted by Mr. Jebb, in lieu of Bishop Lowth's synony* 



of London, in bis Preelections and Isaiah : and an application of the 
prin^ples so reviewed, to the illustration of the New Testament; in a 
series of Critical Observations on the style and structure of that Sacred 
Volume. By the Rev. John Jebb, A.M. Rector of Abington, in the 
Piocese c^ Cashel.^' London, Cadell, 1820. Since the publication 
of this volume, Mr. Jebb has been raised to the Irish Bench. 
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Mous PARALLELISM. Its example is taken from Psalm i. 
1—5. 



S€ 



O the happiness of that man 

Who hath not walked in the counsel of the ungodly, 

And hath not stood in the toay of sinners ; 

And hath not sat in the seat of the scornful j 

Butj his delight is in the law of Jehovah ; 

And in his law will he meditate day and night : 

And he shall be like a tree planted by rivers of waters ; 

That bringeth forth its fruit in its season : 

Its leaf, also, shall not wither; 

And whatsoever it produceth shall prosper.*' 

■ 

, The peculiar beauties of this description of parallelism, 
as exemplified in the first four lines of the above passage; 
are thus analytically and philosophically developed by Mr. 
Jebb. 

( ^^ The exclamation with which the Psalm opens^ belongi^ 
equally to each line of the succeeding triplet. In the triplet 
itself, each line consists of three members : and the linesr 
generally rise one above another, not, merely, in their ge-? 
neraj sense ; but, specially, throughout their correspondent 
members. To wcdk, implies no more than castuil inter- 
course : to stand, closer intimacy : to sit, fixed and perma- 
nent connection : the counsel, the ordinary place of meet- 
ing, or public resort : the ivay, the select and chosen foot- 
path : the seat, the habitual and final resting-place : the 
ungodly, the negatively wicked: sinners, the positively 
wicked : the scornful, scoffers at the very name or notion 
oi piety and goodnessJ** 

II. The ANTITHETIC PARALLELISM: this description of 
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PARALLELISM occuTS in those passagesi where two lines 
correspond with one another^ by an opposition of terms and 
sentiments : when the second is contrasted with the first ; 
sometimes in expressions, sometimes in sense only. The 
example of this parallelism is taken from Psahn xx. 7, 8. 

'' These in chariots, and those in horses. 
But we in the name of Jehovah, our God, will be strong : 
They are bowed down and fallen ; 
But we are risen, and maintain ourselves firm.*' 

III. The CONSTRUCTIVE PARALLELISM : this peculiar col- 
location of w(^ds, consists, merely, in the similar form of the 
construction of the lines ; in which, word does not answer 
to word, and sentence to sentence, as equivalent, or oppo- 
site ; but, there is a correspondence and equality, between 
Afferent propositions, in reiq^ect to the shape and turn of 
the whole sentence, and of the constituent parts of it ; such 
as noun answering to noun ; verb to verb ; interrogative to 
interrogative. To this description of parallelism may be 
referred, all such as do not come within the two former 
classes. The variety of this form is, accordingly, very 
great. Its example is taken firom Psahn cxlviii. 7 — IS. 

" Praise ye Jehovah, ye of the earth ; 
Ye sea-monsters, and all deeps : 
Fire and hail, snow and vapour. 
Stormy wind executing his command : 
Mountains and all hills : 
Fruit trees and all cedars : 
Wild beasts and all cattie ; 
Reptiles and birds of wing: 
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Kings of the earth, and all peoples; 

Princes and all judges c^the earth : 

Youths and also virgins ; 

Old men together with the children : 

Let them praise the name of Jehovah ; 

For his name alone is exalted; 

His majesty above earth and heaven *.*' 

An attention to the above remarks on the construction 
of Hebrew poetry; and an applicationof its principles, 
even to the Prayer-book version of the Psalms ; will enable 

* Adopting, as I entirely do, the ideas of ^hops Lswth and Jebb, 
on the subject of the Hebrew parallelism, I am compelled to dificr, 
toto ccdo, from the mgenious Dr. Blair, as to the origin " of this form 
of composition among the Hebrews." " The parallelism," he says, 
in his " Lectures," (vol. iii. p. 169.) " is clearly to be deduced from 
the manner in which their sacred hymns were wont to be sung. They 
were accompanied with music j and performed by choirs, or bands of 
singers, and musicians, who answered, alternately, to each other. 
When, for instance, one band began the hymn thus : ' The Lord 
reigneth; let the earth rejoice :' the chorus, or semi-chorus, took up the 
corresponding versicle; 'Let the multitude of the isles be glad thereof :' 
and, in this manner, their poetry, when set to music, naturally divided 
itself, into a succession of strophes and antistrophes, correspondent to 
each other." But this statement, I am of opinion, is alike contrary to 
nature and to fact ; and attempts, in vain, to account, by accident, for 
the philosophical, and curiously-artificial structure of the Hebrew 
PARALLELISM. H poctry and music were, -indeed, sister artsj the 
former is the first-born. But their parents are not the same. Poetry 
is the child of Nature : music, the offspring of Art. With the primitive 
bard, it was the poetical sentiment, that created the harp, " and gave 
to rapture all its trembling strings :" and the process has continued to 
be the same through all succeeding ages. Musical notation, (at least, 
tin comparatively modem times) has been the follower and servant of 
rhythmical composition ; and with the Hebrews of old, (as with all 
other people) the music was adapted to the parallelism, and not that 
singular arrangement of words, suited to the music. 



xxiv^ DISSERTATION I. 

the mere English reader^ I should hope^ to detect a thou- 
sand latent beauties in these hallowed poems, which, with- 
out such a clue to their special excellencies, he would never 
be able to discover. He will also perceive, in a variety of 
instances, the propriety of the ancient puncttuition in the 
Prayer-book version of the Psalms ; which, by interjecting 
a colon, between the two members of each verse, renders, 
in most cases, the parallelism apparent *. 

* For what I have said on the imique character of Hbbrbw vbr- 
8IFICATI0N, and its parallelisms^ I cheerfully confess myself to be 
indebted to the Bishop of Limerick's work already quoted ; which, 
replete as it is, with ingenuity and philosophy ; with judicious criti- 
cism, and solid erudition ; cannot be read without delight and im- 
provement. 
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Of the Use of the Book of Psalms in Jewish Worship ^. 



I ' 



Although the gorgeous^ but 8igmficant'\ ritual of the 
Jewish worship^ had been settled by Moses, at the expressC 
command, and in conformity to the particular directions, of 
tlie Almighty: yet, that department of it, which included W 
regular system of religious Psalmody ^ does not appear to 
have been established till the reign of King David. Moses,- 
indeed, had composed that sublime ode which occurs in the 

* << Nothing is more certain," says the prof oundly learned Mede, 
** than that the Church of Israel, used the Psalms, for forms of praising 
and invocating God. What mean else those forms, Qandamia Domino / 
PsaUUe Domino ? but more expressly, 1 Chron, xxv. 3. 2 Chron. zzx.' 
21. 1 Chron. zvi. 7* : hut plainest of all, in Ezra iii. 10, 11^ For this 
reason, the twenty-four courses or quires, into which the singers of the 
temple were divided, by king David, to serve in their turns, consisted 
each of them of twelve, according to the number of the trihes of Israel: 
that so, every tribe might have a mouth and voice, to praise and give 
thanks to God, for them in the temple." And again, ** the book of 
Psalms, was the Jewish Liturgy: or, the chief part of the vocal service/ 
wherewith they worshipped God in the temple." — ^Bp. Law, from 
Mbde. 

^ f That this complicated ritual, was altogether typical of the Chris^ 
tian dispensation, its doctrines and mysteries, is fiilly established by 
St. Paid's Epistle to the Hebrews. See more on this subject, in my 
** Sunday-Evening Discourses." Disc. xii. ** Th6 brazen serpent, a 
type of Christ." Vol. i. p. 185. 
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xvth chapter of Exodus, four hundred years before the birth 
of the son of Jesse ; and *^ sang" it with '^ the children of 
Israel :" while " Miriam" and " the women," with " tim- 
brels and dances," filled up the hallowed chorus : ** Sing 
ye to the Lord, for he hath triiunphed gloriously : the horse 
and his rider hath he thrown into the sea."— ^Deborah ap4 
Barak had joined m those noble strams, which we find in 
the vth chapter o{ Judges ; — and Hannah, the pious mother 
of Samuel, had ofiered up her tribute of praise and gratitude 
to God, on the birth of her son, in the form of a sacred song 
or Psajm$ as the whole of the^^^er, (as it is called,) ap:* 
pears to be a perfect specimen of Hebrew vers^ationp But, 
iHlil ;these examples of devotional poetry, were, merely, occa^ 
si<>Mil. Such compositions made no part of the stated and 
ordinary religious worship of the Israelites; nor, does there 
seem to be any ground for supposing, that Psalmody ^ pro- 
perly )SQ called, was incorp<H*ated witji it, till Davi4> settled 
upon his throne, had brought up the ark of the Lord, from 
the house of Obed-£d(nn, to Jerusalem: and had ''set it 
in the midst of the tent, which David had pitched for it, in 
thatcity*." 

Early in life, ^' the son of Jesse" had cultivated a taste, 
£»* both music and poetry. While yet a etrij^ng, he had 

* 1 Ckrtm. xvL It appears from ver. 39' of this chapter^ and 1 Chrtm. 
jXL 29. Ibat /^ the tabemade of the Lord»'' constructed by Moses^ 
still rraaain^ at^ thehif h place> ibat wa? at Gibeon ;'' although the 
^asactuary^ with the aik m^ onu:^^ we^ settled At Jerusalem. At the 
"former place, however, only the ordinary worship of God was per- 
formed, and the daily sacrifices offered, on the altar, made by Moses : 
while, at the latter^ the extraordinary worship, including the Psalmody, 
had its splendid cdebration.. The " tent," as it is translated, had per- 
manent walls: but was covered with cloths, or skins : probably, with 
both. 
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channed away, with the harmony of his harp, ''the evi} 
spirit," from the bosom of Saul : and, it is not improb^le^ 
diat the two or three of his Paahna, which are more espe- 
ciaUy redolent of rural and pastoral imagay, had been comr 
posed while he was tendipg his fiufaer*s flocks, in the beany 
tifid taffies (tf Bethlehem-Jodah. It is not surprising, thexe^ 
fore, skflled as he was, in the two sister^aris, (as they ha¥i 
bi^n eidled;) and, convinced, from his own feelings, iiM 
their exercise, if properly applied to the purposes of diviM 
worship, would be admirably adapted to esalt devodont 
that he should make regtdar Psalmody , a principal feature 
in the service of die sanctuary, as soon ashp had established 
" the ark of the covenant,** with its awfiil appendages^ in 
the holy city. 

His arrangements, to thb pious end, were, accordingly, 
soon made: and that, upon a scale of magnificence, of which 
there had be^i no precedent : and which, since So\omon*i 
time, has never been equalled. '^ Four thousand Levite;^ 
praised the Lord, with the instruments" which David iiad 
made ^ : '' two hundred, four-score, and eight, of their httj 
thrm," were *^ instructed in the songs of the Lord :" whild 
the harmony was perfected, by a just proportion of the 
voices of *' sin^g women t*" At the head of this choir^ 
were appointed, three masters of the band, Heman, Ai^pth# 
and ^than, whose names are prefixed to some of the 
Psalms : md, over the whole music estaUishment, one 
'' chief musician," was placed : to whom several of the Psahnfl 
are, either inscribed, or, as is more probaUe, to whose care 

^ 1 CkroH. zxiiL 5. Kircber says, there were thirty-eizsuch instru- 
ments ; on all which David could play, 
t 1 Chron, xxv. 6, 6. Ezra ii. 65. Nehem, vii. ^. V. 
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it' was eiiinisted^ to have them set to miusic^ for the service 
o( the sanctuary *. 

'"■ The first Psalm, which appears to have 'been performed, 
in solemn worship, by this grand choir^ after the placing of 
the ark within the sacred /^ tent," (though it should seem, 
that one or more had been sung, during its ascent up the 
UU-of2ionj) was that suUime composition, in the ^vith 
ibhapter of 1 Chron. which David had prepared for the pur-r 
pose, and now delivered into the hands of ^' Asaph and his 
brethren:" and one cannot conceive a spectacle or occasion, 
more strildng to the senses: more aifectmg to the heart: 
or more impressive on the imagination; than such a solem- 
nity must have displayed, — ^a whole nation gathered toge-' 
ther, in triumphant celebration of the reception of 'Hhe ark 
of the Lord,".the light of their eyes, the desire of their soul, 
Imd the palladium of their strength and safety, — ^a monarchy 
beloved, revered, and honoured by his subjects, and favoured 
by the Most High, at bnde leading, and partaking in, theii: 
devotions, — a multitudinous bahd> of vocal and instrumental 
choristers, chaunting the strains which had been inspired 
by their. God, and composed by their king: and, at the con-> 
duding verse of the divine ode, ^^ Blessed be the Lord God 
of Israel, for ever and ever ;" the mighty crowd simultane* 
ously pronouncing ^^Amen," and lifting up their united 
voices to " praise the Lordf*" 

t As several of the Psalms are said (and with much like- 
lihood,) to have been written by David, previously to his 
ascending the throne of Israel, it seems highly probable, 

'• * When the xzzizth, bcviith and kxviith Pdahos were written, this 
officer's name, was Jeduihun, 
t 1 C*r<m.*xvi. 7—36. 
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that, in establishing the fonnal worshipof the sanctuary, be 
should incorporate these into its services ; adding, jBrom time 
to time^ such other inspired poetical efiusions, as are attri« 
buted to him, and were suggested, either by those visions 
of future glory, the manifestiitian, and redeemhg kwe cf 
Messiah : or, by certain circumstances of his own personal 
history: or, by public events of a prosperous, or adverse 
nature : or, by the occurrence of some of '^ the solemn feast- 
days," of the Jewish religion *• . i 
The pomp of the Jewish choral service, was hot dimi-^ 
pished during the reign of David's successor : for we readi 
that, after Solomon had completed his majestic temple, he 
appointed, *^ according to the order of David his father, the 
courses of the priests to their service, and the Levites to 
their charges ; to praise and minister before the priests, as 
the duty of every day required f ." The same ^fled king, 
whose poetical genius and taste seem to have been of the 
highest order |, celebrated the devotion of his newly-erected 
temple, and the removal of the ark of God into it, in a style 
of grandeur, not inferior to that, which David had displayed 
in bringing it into Zion : and, like his father, composed (as 
it is believed,) a noble ode, {Psalm cxxxii.) for vocal and in* 
strumental performance, on the solemn occasion. The wor- 
ship was as devout and sincere, as it was grand and striking; 
and honoured, therefore, with a manifestation of the divine 
acceptance : for, it is recorded, that, '^ when they lifted up 
their voice with the trumpets, and cymbals, and instruments 

* " Blow up the trumpet in the new-moon; even in the time ap- 
pointed, and upon our solemn feast-day/' PsaJm IzxzL 
f 2 Ckron. viii. 14. 
J 1 Kings iv. 32. 
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of music, and pr^^sed the Lord> sajringi ^'For he is good, 
fttid his mercy enduredi for ever,'' that, ''then the house 
was filled with a cloud, even the house of the Lord : so that 
the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the 
doud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of 
GodV 

' The rerclt of the tcdi tribes, in the reign of Solomon's 
sicm, and a succession of kings of Judah, (for the most part 
unworthy characters,) afiier the death of Rehoboam, occa* 
fooned a complete national disregard of religion, and a total 
li^lect of thetemple services : nor was the former corrected, 
ftor the latter restored, till the reign c^ the pious He:^kiah, 
^ who did right in the sight of the Lord, juscording to all 
tiiat David, his father, had done.'' He revived the spirit of 
|nety among his people : cleansed and repaired the temple; 
and brought back ^' the priests and Levites,'' the ''singers 
tad players, on instruments,** to their stations and du- 
ties : to " sing the song of the Lord," and to " praise the 
iJord with the words of David, and of Asaph the seerf •" 
fie added, also, to the h3rmns which were sung in the tern* 
pie, one, if not more, rhythmical compositions of his own j; : 
80 that Psatmody flourished with renewed vigour, and the 
inspired strains of " the sweet Psabnist of Israel," echoed 
6nce more witUn " the courts of the daughter of Zion." 
'^ The profligacy of Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, in the 
earlier part of his reign, and the incorrigible wickedness of 

• 1 Kings viii. 10, 11. 

t 2 CAron. zxiz. 

X Bishop Honley attributes the Ixxvith Psahn, to Hezekiah, on 
his deliverance from Sennacherib's army : and the cxvith, on his mira- 
culous recovery. 
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his grandson, Ammon, dtiring the whole, thon^ short pe* 
nod of his holding the sceptre of Judah, again reduced reli<i' 
gian> and the temple-service, to a state of degradation: and 
though much was done in the reign of the good king Josiah^ 
the son of Ammon, for the restoration of both; the calandf 
tons captivity of the Jews, which shortly followed his decease^ 
but which had been predicted long before, as the national 
punishment of national sin, extinguished for ever the glo* 
ries of the first temple ; and silenced, for seventy years, the 
voices of '^the singing-men and singing-woniai," together 
with that grand system of Psalmody ^ which had subsisted^ 
with but two temporary interruptions, for upwards of four 
centuries. 

The compoutum of Psalms, however, did not cease, among 
the Jews, in their state of exile ; for more than one of the 
beautiful lyrics, mcluded in the sacred collection, are said 
to have been written in Babylon : which, while they evince 
a piety and tenderness of feeling, highly, creditable to the 
captive bards, prove, that the spirit of poetry triumphedt 
occasionally, over the degradation and sorrows of slavery^ 
in " a strange land*." 

Psaknodyy notwithstanding, after the return of the Jews 
4o Jerusalem, was restored, in a degree, but with far inferior 
splendour than before the captivity, by the patriotic Exra^ 
chap. ii. 65. (to whom, indeed, some of the Psalms have bee{i 
attributed :) and (as Dr. Gray observes f ,) continued in the 

* Bishop Horsley considers these five Psahns, as composed during 
the captivity: Ixxiv. Izxvii. ci. cvL cxxxvii. 

t See '' A Key to the Old Testament^ &c. by the Rev. Robert Gray, 
D J)." the present estimable Bishop of Bristol. A work of extensive 
research, judicious selection, and excellent arrangement: highly inp 

8 
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Jewish Churchy till it received the sanction of Christ and 
his Apostles, who themselves recommended the custom both 
by precept and example. But, on the destruction of the 
Jewish temple by the Romans, all vocal and instrumental 
performers were excluded from the Jewish synagogue : the 
little singing now used, being of modern introduction, as a 
large proportion of the Jews, consider it improper to in-^ 
dulge in such expressions of joy, before the advent of their 
expected Messiah *« 

' The Jews .of modem times, however, make a free U3e of 
the Book of Psalms, in their synagogue-worship, both on 
common and particulfur days. An example of the English 
version of these sacred poems, used at present, by the Jews 
in this country, is submitted to the reader, taken from their 
" form of daily prayer f." The extract will be sufficient to 
4shew, how very inferior their translation is, in energy and 
grace, to the version in our Prayer-Book. But, as it was 
made, directly from the Hebrew, it is, of course, more literal 
llian this ; and approaches indeed, very nearly, to our Bible 
ticanslation. 

" To the chief musician. A Psalm of David. 

" The heavens declare the glory of God : and the firma- 
ment sheweth the work of his hands. Day unto day, ut- 
tereth speech ; and night unto night, sheweth knowledge. 
There is no speech nor language in which their voice is not 

terestingx and useful to every reader of the Bible : and indispensably 
necessary to every young divine. 

' *- The German Jews, however, entertain different notions ; and have 
a musical establishment. They have likewise some melodies supposed 
to be very ancient. Gray's Key, &c. p. 268. note. 

t ** The Form of Daily Prayers, according to the Custom of the 
German and Polish Jews," &c. London, Justins, p. 17* 
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heard. Their extent is gone out through all the earth, and 
their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set 
a tabernacle for the sun> who is as a bridegroom coming out 
of his chamber^ and rejoiceth as a strongman to run a race. 
His going forth is j&om the end of the heaven, and his cir- 
cuit unto the ends thereof: and there is nothing hid from 
his lieat. The law of the Lord is perfect, quieting the soul : 
the testunony of the Lord is sure, making the sunple wise. 
The statutes of the Lord are rights rejoicing the heart: the 
e<»nmandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes. 
The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring for ever : the judge- 
ments of the Lord are true, and uniformly just. Which are 
io be desired more than gold, yea, more than much fiuQ 

« 

gold: they are sweeter than honey, and the dropping of 
honey-combs. Moreover, thy servant is admonished . by 
them: and in keeping of them there is great reward. Who 
can guard against his errors ? Cleanse me, O Lord, from 
secret fiiults. Withhold thy servant also from presumptu- 
ous sins, let them not have dominion over me : then shall I 
be upright, and I shall be clear from great transgression. 
Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my hearty 
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord! who art my rock and 
iny redeemer." 
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MlsC£LLAN£ous PARTICULARS respecting the Book of 

Psalms ♦. 

The learned Bishop Patrick remarks^ from Athanasius, 
that ^^ Ezra (according to the Jewish tradition) put the 
Psalms together in one volume^ as we now have them-f: 
which is not aflBrmed," says he, " without reason, for we 
find, that the foundation of the second temple was no sooner 
laid, but Ezra, (as the Hebrews call him) restored the an- 
cient custom of Psalmody^ or singing Psalms of praise, 
{E%ra iii. 10, 11.):'' and the fact seems to be satisfactorily 
established, by the texts, Luhe xx. 4*2. and Acts xiii, 33. in 
the former of which, our blessed Lord recites a passage 
from the 110th Psahn^ stating expressly, that " David him- 
self saith*' it, *^ in the BooJc of Psalms;* and in the latter, 
St. Paul quotes from " the second Psalm^* exactly as it 
now stands in our Bible and Prayer-Book j;. 

* It is called in their (the Jews) language^ Sephet TehiUim, the 
Book of Psalms or Hymns> i. e. Praises of the Lord : because^ though 
there are many complaints^ and imprecations^ and prayers^ in it ; yet 
the greatest part are praises or thanksgivings unto God. — ^Bp. Pa- 
trick's Paraph. Pref. Ixvi. 

f Preface to Patrick's Comment, on Psalms. 

X See also Acts i. 20. 
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Many more compositions, than those which are included 
in our present Book of Psahns, of a similar religious cha- 
racter, had been, from time to time, written for the service 
of the templC) by difierent good and great men amongst the 
Jews ; and, doubtless, possessed much merit and value, as 
far as mere human genius and piety were concerned : but, 
being found deficient, (on the rigid scrutiny to which they 
would unquestionably be submitted), in the essential cha- 
racter of inspiration ; they were separated from the pure 
gold, which alone was stamped with the impress of the 
Holy Ghost, and not admitted into the sacred canon. 

Of these inspired poems, which were thus weighed in 
the balance and not found wanting, the &r greater number, 
are from the pen of David ; and, (as we have already seen), 
hold the highest rank among the most exalted and exqui- 
site of literary compositions. With all their claims, how- 
ever, to perfection, and to that prescient character which 
pervades them throughout, the later Jews, in direct oppo- 
sition to tiieir own principle, (which pronounces him to be 
a prophet, who is not deceived in foretellingyWiire events), 
and to their own scriptures *, will not allow David to have 
been a prophet^ any more than Daniel ; because they both 
lived differently firom tiie prophets, and amidst the magnifi- 
cence of a court. With singular inconsistency, hqwever, they 
consider his Psalms as suggested by the Holy Spirit, urg- 
ing, and enabling him, to utter instruction on divine as well 
as human subjects, with more than his own wonted powers^ 

. * 2 Sam, xz. 1. zxiii. 2. 2 Chron, xxix. 25. Nehem. xii. 24. Ezek. 
xziv. 23. Christians have further confirmation of the prophetical 
character of David. Matt. xiii. 35 xxii. 43. xxvii. 35. Mark xii. 36. 
Acts i. 16. ii. 30. iv. 25. Heb. iii. 7, 

b 2 
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and in a stile superior to that of the productions of human 
abilities *. 

" In the Hebrew, the Psalms are divided," says Bishop 
Patrick, ^' like Moses his law, into five books, and so may 
be called a second Pentoitetich /' the four first terminating 
^ith the word. Amen: and the fifth with that oiHaUelujah : 
but this is merely a Jewish frivolity, foj which no good 
reason can be urged. The arrangement in which they are 
found in our Prayer-Book, is, probably, nearly the same as 
that in which they were sung in the temple: a circumstance, 
perhaps, that will account for the occasional repetitions ob- 
servable in them. 

This order, indeed, (whereby two separate portions are 
affixed to each day, and the circle of the whole to the cir- 
cuit of the month) seems to be the most commodious that 
could have been adopted : for the divisions of them into 
seven portions, called noctumSy by which the whole of the 
book was recited in the course of every week (as is the 
practice of the Latin Church), evidently occupies too much 
time to be edifying, and becomes wearisome by its prolixity^r 
While the division of them into twenty portions, to be read 
over in as many days, (the practice of the Greek Church), 
though less tedious, is too uncertain : every portion perpe« 
tually shifting its day : whereas, in our Church, each por* 
tion being constantly fixed to the sashe day of the monthy 
(except there be proper Psalms appointed for that day), the 
whole course is rendered certain and immovable ; and being 

* ^' Key to the Old Testament," p. 260, 261. The later Jews 
reckon David among the Hagiographa : these were. Psalms, Proverbs,' 
Job, Daniel, Esdras, Chronicles, Canticles, Ruth, Lamentations, Eccle^ 
siastes, Esther. 
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divided into threescore different portions (one for every 
morning, and one for every evening service) none of them 
can be thought too tedious or burthensome ♦. The thirty- 
first day of every mo^th, having more than thirty days, is 
provided for by a repetition, in such cases, of the Psalms 
for the thirtieth day. 

The Prayer-Book version of the Psalms is not adopted 
firom either of the two last translations of the Bible ; hut^ 
from the^^iQ^ EngUsh Bible translated by William Tyn* 
dal and MUes Coverdcde^ and revised by Archbishop Craa^ 
mer, in the reign of Henry VIII. : for, when the Common 
Prayer was compiled in 1548, neither of the two last trans- 
ktioas of the Bible were extant. 

It is true, indeed, that at the last review (of the Liturgy, 
in the time of Charles II.) the Epistles and Gospels were 
taken out of the new translation ; and the Lessons ^ also^ 
since that time, have been read out of King James the 
First*8 Bible. But, in relation to the Psalms it was noted^ 
that the Psalter foUovoeth the division of the HebrewSy an4 
the translation of the great English Bible, set forth and 
used in the time of King Henry the Vlllth and King Ed^ 
ward the Vlth. The reason of the continuance of this 
order^ is the plainness and smoothness of this translation : 
for the Hebraisms not being so much retained in this, aa 
ilk the late translations, the verses run much more musi<:al 
and fitter for devotion. Though as the old rubrick in-> 
forms us, this translation from the 9th Psalm unto the I4f8tk 
Pscdm, doth vary in numbers from the common Latin trans- 
lation f. 

* Wheatly'e Illustration of the Prayer-Book, p. 132, et infra, 
t Ibid. Stliedit. p. 137. 
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" The Hebrew copies, and the Septuagint (or Greek) ver- 
sion of this book/' says Dr. (jrray> " contain the same num- 
ber of Psalms ; only the Septuagint translators have, for 
some reason^ which does not appear, thrown the 9th and 10th 
Psalms into one ; as also the 1 14th and 1 1 dth ; and have di- 
vided the 116th and 147th, each into two : so that the Ro- 
manists, who use St. Jerome's translation (the Latin Vul- 
gate), reckon one behind us, from the 10th to the 114th, 
and two from thence to the 116th; and again, one from 
thence to the 147th ; from whence they continue to agree 
with us." 

In the Syriac and Arabic versions of the Psalms ; and 
also in most copies of the Septuagint, as well as in an 
Anglo-Saxon version, there is annexed to the 150 canonical 
Psalms, an additional Hymn, which is entitled, '^ A Psalm 
of Thanksgiving of David, when he had conquered Goliatlu'* 
This was, probably, (as it is not in i3ie Hel»rew), a spurious 
work of some Hellenistical Jew, who might have compiled 
it out of the writings of David, Isaiah, and Eaekiel. 

The Psalms are certainly not arranged with any r^ard 
to chronology ; and many which follow the 72d, in the 
Order of the book, (which Psalm has been sud to terminate 
David's compositions), are inscribed with the name of this 
great man. It must be observed, however, (continues Dr. 
Gray), that the tiHes prefixed to the Psalms, some of wlack 
are not in ihe Hebrew MSS. are often of very questionable 
authority ; and sometimes, undoubtedly, not of equal anti- 
quity with the text ; being, possibly, affixed as conjectural. 
They were not always designed to point out the author, but 
often apply to the musicians appointed to set them to music. 
They, likewise, sometimes appear to be only terms of in- 
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strumentSf or directions for the choice of tunes. But it 
must be confessed (concludes our author) that, upon 
subject the opinions are so various and conjectural, that 
thing satisfactory can be o£fered> any more than on the word 
Selah^ which so often occurs ♦• 

The custom of singing, or repeating the Psalms aUer^ 
natelyy or verse by verse^ seems to be as old as Christianity 
itself. Nor is there any question of the practice having 
originally been ado{^£d from the Jews* The compositiona 
are admirably adapted for this mode of repetition \ which^ 
while it keeps the attention awake, gives both life and grace 
to the service. 

Before dosing these miscellaneous remarks on the 
Psalms of David, it may, perhaps, be useful, to add a few 
words cm HiepecMliar and sublime views whidi they afford 
us, of the character of the Deity, and of the rules of moral 
conduct which he has enjoined to his rational and account* 
able creatures. 

lib highly probable, that we are, at this moment, in: 
possession of the finest literary productions of the ancient 
heathen world : of the choicest works of those philosophenr 
and historians, sages and poets, who lived in the most en- 
lightened ages, and in the most dvilized nations of anti* 
quity. A Mr opportunity is, consequently, afforded us, ef 
ascertaining what were the best notions respecting the 
nature of God, and the duties of man, which mere human 
genius, wit, aiid learning, (of a transcendant quality indeed^ 
but unenlightened by revelation), were capable of striking' 
out. It is mortifying to the vanity of man to confess> that 

* See the present Bishop of Bristol's valuable volume before quoted, 
*' A Key to the Old Testament," p. 263—277. 
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i&uch an investigatioh would discover these heathen con- 
ceptions of the Deity and his moral law^ to be altogether 
erude^ puerile, and unworthy of their subjects. Classical my^ 
thologi/is, for the most part, but a tissue of impiety, impurity 
and absurdity : and the ethics of the wisest of the Gentiles, 
a confined and imperfect code of morals ; making but poor 
provision for the virtue and happiness of man here, and 
having no reference to his pardon, acceptance, and salva- 
tion hereafter^ But, how striking, how glorious^ is the 
contrast, displayed by the Book of Psalms on these im* 
portant points I How infinitely great, and infinitely good, is 
the Jehovah of the inspired Son of Jesse : and how perfect, 
comprehensive, and admirably adapted to its sublime ends, 
(the temporal and eternal bliss of mankind,) is ^^ the law of 
the Lord," as announced and enforced, in ^' the songs of 
Zion 1". Of God we are taught all that is awful, august, and 
stupendous ; that he is a Being of positive, absolute, and 
inconceivable perfection : that " mercy and truth go before 
his face ; and that righteousness and equity are the' habita- 
tion of his seat :" and, of his commandments and statutes- 
we leam, that they are " undefiled :" and *^ sure :" and 
** right:" and ^' pure:" and "clean:" and "righteous 
altogether :" " converting the soul :" " giving wisdom unto 
the simple :" " rejoicing the heart :" " giving light unto the 
eyes :" and " enduring for ever:" thus making the piraclice 
of virtue a course of happiness here, and the path to everlast- 
ing rest and joy hereafter ; for, says the inspired Psalmist, 
" Keep innocency, and take heed unto the thing that is 
right ; and that shall bring a mBxi peace at the last.'* 
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finder which th^ Psalms may respectively be classed^. 



.1 



.-' 



1. 2IUe0Ott(aI; Psalms characterized by the figure 
of speech called an Allegory : that is, the representatioa 
of one thing, either natural or moral, by another thing 
which resembles it^ and is made to stand for it. 

2. ^Ifi^f^etietilt or, ^rO0ttcaI : Psalms, the verses, 
or other proportions of which, begin with the letters of the 
Hebrew Alphabet, in regular succession. 

. 3, Cj^Otdl t Psalms performed either partially, or en*? 
tirely, by a Chorus. , 

4. McWtiptibC : Psalms describing the manifestation 
of the attributes of Jehovah, in his marvellous works, 
in the visible and moral worlds : in nature and in 

GRACE. 

5. 19f bOtiOltftl : Psalms expressing devout feelings: 
holy aspirations : and general sentiments of Godliness 
and Virtue. 

6. UBitiiittitl Psalms conveying and enforcing, reli- 
gious and MORAL instruction* 

7. BtamaiUf or, BialOSUt^^fOVm : Psalms in which 
more speakers than one are supposed to be introduced. 

8. QSttMUlatOVP : Psalms expressing religious trust ; 
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CONFIDENCE ; and joy : gratitude^ for deliverance from 
spiritual or carnal foes : the assurance of faith ; and the 

TRIUMPH of RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

9. fl^i^tOVUH t Psalms sketcfaing the principal events 
of IsRAELiTisH and ancient Jewish History. 

10. ILa^ttliatOtfi : Psalms prsdsing Jehoyah, for his 
PROVIDENTIAL mcrcy, goodness^ and care ; personal ; na- 
tional ; and general. 

11. 9^nit$ntiMl Psalms confessing and deploring 
SIN : and suing for mercy and pardon. 

12. Utoitttib^: Psalms bemoanmg MiSERi* ; the per- 
secutions of ENEMIES : SORROWS Of SPIRIT ; and AdONIES 

of BODY. 

13. 9V0V^ttU(il t Psalms predicting Messiah: the 
particulars of his history on earth ; and the triumphs of 
his eventual universal reign. 

14. S^UWlitatOtp t Psalms imploring the Divine 
cx)mpassion on distress and agony : and beseeching the 

ACCEPTANCE of PRAYER. 



nlKismimtimi 



<^ihe VsAVM^ under the ^ef>enl foregaimg chabacteris- 

TIGAL TERMS*. 



1. ^IlrgOtltAl: Psalm 80. 

S. ^Ifjlfii^fStticMf or, ^txt^^iit^l : Psalms 25. 34. 37. 
Ill, 112. 119. 145. 

3. ^wal : Psalms 20. 24. 60. 67. 75. 96, 97^ 98, 99, 
100. 107. 119. 129. 132. 134. 136. 150. 

4. l^tUVil^Xit^t X Psalms 19. 52. 73. 

5. IB^bOtionatl : Psalms 11. 9Q. 39. 44. 62, 63. 71. 
84. 87. 90. d2, dS. d5. 101. 108. 114, 115, 116, 117. 120, 
121, 122. 124, 125, 126, 127, 128. 131. 133. 138, 139. 

6. miX^^tXitX Psalms 1. 36. 4d. 58. 

7. ISrantatiCt or, l9ul09U^:^f0i:m : Psalms 2. 14, 
15. 46. 50. 5S. 81, 82. 

8. <ffii:attUtotOt0 : Psalms 23. 27. 47, 48. 76. 85. 

9. l^i^Xt^titalX Psalms 78. 105. 106. 

10. UatuDfatturfi : Psalms 9. 30. 33. 65, 66. 103, 104. 
113. 135. 144. 146, 147, 148, 149. 

* This classification may be useful in the exercise of private devo^ 
turn : as it will readily afford to those who are so engaged^ a reference 
to such Psahns as peculiarly suit theu- wants or cu-cumstances. Ahn<j>st 
every Psalm exhibits various and differing states of mental feeling : 
each is therefore distributed under that characteristical tebm^ which 
expresses the tone of sentiment most prominent in such Psalm. 
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11. VfttiUtttial : Psalms 6. 32. 38. 51. 102. 130. 143. 

12. mtHntiHf : Psalms 3. 13. 42, 43. 55. 74. 77. 79. 
123. 137. 

13. IProtttretiiralt Psalms 8. 16. 18. 21, 22. 31. 35. 
40, 41. 45. 68, 69, 70. 72. 88, 89. 91. 109, 110. 

• l*^* StWfi»litt(tOVt! : Psalms 4, 5. 7, 10. 12. 17. 26. 
28. 54. 56, 57. 59. 61,64. 83. 86. 94. 140, 141, 14^. 



w^ n^mttt; 



OR, 



PSALMS OF DAVID. 



THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH. 

filiovning Waptv* 

PSALM I. 

Bfliottit. 

. The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, the different allotment 
of the good and the bad, in the present and future worlds. 
The Poem itself may be regarded as a. preface to the whole 
Book of Psalms, and as condensing, in a small compassj 
its divine morality : describing the duty and happiness of 
man, as solely confined to, and arising from, obedience to 
" the Law of the Lord." 

In this Pmlm David speaks throughout* 

1 Blessed is the man that hath not walked in 
the counsel of the ungodly, nor stood in the way 
of sinners : and hath not sat in the seat of thd 
scomfiil. 

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord : an4 
in his law. will he exercise himself day and night. 

B 
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3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the 
water-side : that will bring forth his fruit in due 
season. ' 

4 His leaf also shall not wither : and look, 
whatsoever he doeth, it shall prosper. 

5 As for the ungodly, it is not so with them : 
but they are like the chaflP, which the wind scat- 
tereth away from the face of the earth/ 

6 Therefore the ungodly shall not be able to 
stand in the judgement : neither the sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous. 

7 ' But the Lord knoweth the way of the righ- 
teous : and the way of the ungodly shall perish. 

Psalm I. This pleasing composition of " the sweet Psalmist 
of Israel," 2 Sam. xxiii. 1. displays manifold beauties in a very 
short compass — the varied language of walking^ standing, and 
sitting, applied to the different classes of the unrighteous, and 
intimating increasing degrees of wickedness — the delightful 
images and similes of the tree, river, fruit, and leaf, suggested 
by those nataral objects, which, of all others, are the most inter- 
^ting, in a parched land, and under a burning, sky, like those of 
Palestine — and the fine and striking contrast, between the cha- 
racter and fate of the righteous and ungodly. Unless the pro- 
mises to the good, and the denunciations upon the wicked, in 
this Psalm, be taken in a spiritual sense ; we must consider them 
as alluding to the sanctions of the Jewish law : by which tern" 
poral happiness is made the reward of the good \ and temporal 
misery the punishment of the impious. The gradation in profli- 
gacy above alluded to, and marked in this Psalm is, first, of those 
who begin 9n evil course: second, of those who persist in itt 
third, of those who obstinately and finally persevere in it. 

Ver, 1. Sat in the seat of the scomer."] To sit in the seat of 
the scomer, is to join in the profane jokes and ribaldry of idle 
circles. 

Ver, 6. Stanftin the judgement,] It can hardly be doubted. 
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l;bat thejvdgmeilt here spoken of, is the /at^ judgment ; and the 
congregation of the righteotis, is their congregation before th^ 
tribunal of Jesus Christ at the last day. This doctrine, as well 
as that of the resurrection, was familiar to the Jews, at the time 
of Jesus Christ; and must, therefore, have been believed by the 
thoughtful and religious, in David's time. 

Ver. 7. But the Lord knowetk the way,"] Rather; Jehovah 
•ttendetji to, cares for, and regulates, the events of the righteous 
man's life; so that, to bin?, all things shall work together for 
good. 



PSALM II. 

•I ■ 

9t»ttuitic, jc 2B(alogttf«fonn ; ftiUi rDylettral. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is prophetical; as appears 
from Acts iv. S5. where it is quoted by the Apostles and 
disciples ; and applied to the fierce, but vain opposition, 
made by the Roman authorities, and the Jewish chief priests 
and elders, to the growing religion of Jesus Christ. The 
Jewish Rabbis themselves allow its prophetical character; 
but pervert its interpretation. 

In this Psalm the Pebsonagiss supposed to be introduced 
or^, Jehovah, v. 1,2. The kii^qs and rulers, v. S. 
David, t/ie Psalmist, v. 4, 5. J^ehovah, v. 6. Mes« 
siah, v. 7. Jehovah, v. 8, 9. David, v. 10, 11, 12. 

- 1 Why do th^ heathen so furiously rage toge- 
ther: and why do the people ixhagine a vain 
thing? 

2 The kings of the earth stand up^ and the ru- 
lers take counsel together : against the Lord, md 
against his Anointed. 

B 2 
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3 Let us break their bonds asunder : and cast 
away their cords from us. 

4 He that dwelleth in heaven shall laugh them 
to scorn : the Lord shall have them in derision* 

5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath : 
knd weiL them in his sore displeasure, 

6 Yet have I set my King: upon my holy hill 
ofSion. 

7 I will preach the law, whereof the Lord hath 
said unto me : Thou art my Son, this day have I 
begotten thee. 

8 Desire of me, and I shall give thee the hea- 
then for thine inheritance : and the utmost parts 
of the earth for thy possession. 

9 Thou shalt bruise them with a rod of iron : 
and break them in pieces like a potter's vessel. 

10 Be wise now, therefore, O ye kings : be 
learned, ye that are judges of the earth. 

11 Serve the Lord in fear: and rejoice unto 
him with reverence. 

12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and so yei 
perish from the right way : if his wrath be kin- 
dled, (yea, but a little,) blessed are all they that 
put their trust in him. 



Psalm II. From the example of this Psalm, it will be suffi- 
ciently evident, how much th6 distribution of the drumatic ones 
into parts ; and the attribution of their difiexent speeches to the 
respective characters introduced into them ; increase the interest 
and beauty of these sacred compositions ; and facilitate the com- 
prehension of them, by the less intelligent, or attentive reader. 
See this Psalm beautifully applied to the illustration of Acts iv. 
24. 30. by the Bishop of Limerick : and in confirmation of hi« 
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tbeory respecting the style and stnicture of the New Testament. 
— Sacred Literature, p. 132. 

Ver. 1. The heathen.'] This word, if it be understood here 
in a literal^ and not a prophetical sense^ would mean the various 
Tuitions at enmity with David : those in the neighbourhood of 
Jordan, together with the Philistines, Moabites, Ammonites, &c. 

Ver. 3. Let ns break,'] On this verse Bishop Home has th^ 
following fine and true observation : *< Doctrines would be rea- 
dily believed, if they involved in them no precepts; and the 
Church may be tolerated by the world, if she will only give up 
her discipline** 

Ver, 5, Then shall he speak, ^c] Rather, 
'' Then shall he speak against them in his wrath, 

And in his burning anger, he shall'strike them with dismay/' 
The word Men, implies after they have crucified Messiah. 

Ver. 6, Yet have I set, ^c] ** I, even I, have anointed my 
King over Zion.*' — Bp. Law. 

Ver, 9. Break them in pieces."] The word translated break, 
or *' dash,^' as in the Bible version, means also, in the original^ 
to disperse ; a term strikingly descriptive of the present state of 
the Jews ; their punishment for crucifying " the Lord's Christ." 

Ver. 12, Kiss the Son.] " Obey the Son."— Bp. Law. Kiss- 
ing was, in the early manners of the Eastern nations, a token of 
reverence or submission: Gen. xli. 40. \ Kings xix. 18. Hosi 
xiii. 2. also 1 Sam. x. 1 . The meaning is, — acknowledge Mes- 
siah as your King ; pay him homage ; and yield him obedience. 

Ibid. From the right way.] Rather : " instantly," or, ** upon 
the spot." — Bp, Hare. This is far' more striking, as well as 
intelligible, than the common translation. Bishop Hoi-sley's 
version (with this emendation), clears the latter part of the verse 
from all obscurity ; 
<< Kiss the Son, 

Lest he be angry, and ye perish instantly, 

For, within a little (while) shall his wrath blaze for th-^ 

Blessed b every one who taketh shelter under liim.^' 
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PSALM III. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a rqpresentation and com-' 
plaint of enemies, and their persecution: an avowal of trust 
in God's Providences a declaration of the Psalmist's con- 
viction of the success of his prayers, and of his confidence 
in the protection and salvation of God. It is supposed to 
have been composed by David, when he fled from his son 
Absalom: 2 Sam* xv« 10* 

In this Psdhn David speaks throughout. 

1 Lord how are they increased that trouble me : 
many are they that rise against me. 

2 Many one there be that say of my soul: There 
is no help for him in his God. 

' 3 But thou, O Lord, art my defender : thou art 
my M^orship, and the lifter up of my head. 

4 I did call upon the Lord with my voice : and 
he heard me out of his holy hill. 

5 I laid me down and slept, and rose up again : 
for the Lord sustained me* 

6 I will not be afraid for ten thousands of the 
people : that have set themselves against me round 
about. 

7 Up, Lord, and help me, O my God : for thou 
smitest all mine enemies upon the cheek bone; 
thou hast broken the teeth of the imgodly. 

8 Salvation belongeth unto the Lord : and thy 
blessing is upon thy people. 
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! Psalm III. This is the first Psalin that has a title. The 
title is ; '' a Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom, his 
son ;" but, as the authority of these titles is very questionable, no 
further notice will be taken of them. 

• Ver. 2. 0/ my soul.] That is, " of me ;" a part for the 
whole, a common figure of language. 

Ver. 4. His holy hill] That is, " out of heaven ;•* which is 
mystically exhibited, by God's peculiar presence in the ark, 
placed by David upon Mount Zion. See Psalm \\. 6. 

Ver. 6. I laid me down and slept,] ** Behold David in the 
tnidst of danger, sleeping without fear; secure, through the di- 
vine protection, of awaking to engage and vanquish his ene-^ 
mies* Behold the Son of David, composing himself to his rest 
upon the cross, that bed of sorrows ; and commending his spirit 
into the Father's hands, in full confidence of a joyful resurrection, 
according to the promise at the time appointed. Behold this, O I 
Christian ; and let faith teach thee how to sleep, and how to die ! 
while it assures thee, that as sleep is a short death, so death is 
only a longer sleep ; and that the same God watches over thee, 
in thy bed, and in thy grave." — Bp. Horne. 

Ver. 7. Smitest — cheek bone — broken the teeth.'] These and 
such like expressions, are strong metaphors ; occurring very fre-* 
quently in the highly figurative language of eastern composi- 
tions. They are very lively and striking figures of speech, because 
they call up vivid ideas of the real things intended to be described. 
In the present instance they imply the sore punishment about to 
be inflicted by the Almighty, upon the ungodly. — Ed. 



PSALM IV. 

Ibtt99liratots ; Bitsatiit ; anH ^fratttlatur^. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, earnest petition for the 
acceptance of prayer : remonstrance against the malicious 
wickedness of enemies : an injunction to solitary meditation, 
practical piety, and trust in God: the restlessness of the 

8 



8 PSALM IV. [day 1. 

worldly-minded: joy and peace to be found only wijfch God: 
the Psalmist's perfect reliance^ and trust in him. This 
Psalm is supposed to have been written by David, at the 
same time, and on the same occasion, with the preceding one. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 Hear me when I call, O God of my righteous- 
ness : thou hast set me at liberty when I was in 
trouble ; have mercy upon me, and hearken unto 
my prayer. 

2 O ye sons of men, how long will ye blaspheme 
mine honour : and have such pleasure in vanity, 
and seek after leasing ? 

3 Know this also, that the Lord hath chosen to 
himself the man that is godly : when I call upon 
the Lord, he will hear me. 

4 Stand in awe, and sin not : commune vidth 
your own hgart, and in your chamber, and be still. 

5 Offer the sacrifice of righteousness : and put 
your trust in the Lord. 

6 There be many that say : Who will shew us 
any good ? 

7 Lord, lift thou up : the light of thy coimte- 
nance upon us. 

8 Thou hast put gladness in my heart : since 
the time that their corn^ and wine, and oil, in- 
creased. 

9 I will lay me down in peace, and take my 
rest : for it is thou. Lord, only, that makest me 
dwell in safety. 

Ver, 1, God of my righteousness.'] The God who vindicateB the 
innocence of my conduct, with regard to them who persecute me. 
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Ver. 2. ye sons qfmefu] This expressbn is a common He^ 
braism, for men in general. 

Ibid, ffave such pleasure in vanity ^ and seek after leasing P] 
These questions are addressed to the idolatrous heathen : and 
rebuke their devotion to the lies, fiedsehood, and deceit of their 
false worship. In Scripture language vanity is often put for 
idolatry ; and the idol is termed a lie. ** Is there not a lie in my 
right hand V Isaiah xliv. 20. . 

Ver* 4. Be stilL] The Arabic Bible translates the original 
word by the imperative, " repent" 

Ver. 6. Who will shew us any ^ood?] This is the anxious 
enquiry of all diose^ whose pursuit after happmess is confined to 
temporal objects. But, it is a question, to which they can nevef , 
receive a satisfactory answer. — Ed. 

Ver. 8. Since the tifne.] Rather: ** more than in the tim^ 
when/' &c. A plentiful harvest was an occasion of great exulta- 
tion with the Jews. The Scriptural expression, ** the joy in har- 
vest,'' means the highest degree of joy. As &mines in the East, 
from unfavourable seasons, locusts, and predatory enemies, were, 
and are, more frequent than in temperate climates, and better 
governed states ; so the satisfaction arising from a safe and abun- 
dant crop, was expressed by the warmest general gratulation. 



PSALM V. 

H^uyplicatotfi attH Grotiilators. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is^ an earnest jrequest to God 
for the acceptance of prayer : a view of God's hatred of, and 
vengeance on, sin : an expression of the Psalmist's trust in 
God: a petition for grace: a figurative description of the 
wickedness of his enemies : a prophetical intimation of their 
destruction ; and of the salvation of the righteous. It ap- 
pears to have been composed by David in a season of afflic* 
tion : possibly, during his persecution by Saul ; or, his exile, 
in the rebellion of Absalom. 
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In this Psahn David speaJcs throughout* 

1 Ponder my words, O Lord : consider my me- 
ditation. 

2 O hearken thou unto the voice of my calling, 
my King, and my God : for unto thee will I make 
toy prayer. 

. 3 My voice shalt thou hear betimes, O Lord : 
early in the morning will I direct my prayer unto 
thee, and will look up. 

4 For thou art the God that hast no pleasure in 
vdckedness : neither shall any evil dwell with thee. 
^ 5 Such as be fooUsh shall not Stand in thy 
sight : for thou hatest all them that work vanity. 

6 Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing : 
the Lord will abhor both the blood-thirsty and 
deceitful man. 

7 But as for me, I will come into thine house, 
even upon the multitude of thy mercy : and in thy 
fear will I worship toward thy holy temple. 

8 Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness, be- 
cause of mine enemies : make thy way plain be- 
fore my fece. 

9 For there is no faidifiilness in his mouth : 
their inward parts are very wickedness. 

10 Their throat is an open sepulchre: they 
flatter with their tongue. 

. 1 1 Destroy thou them, O God ; let them perish 
through their own imaginations : cast them out in 
the multitude of their imgodliness ; for they have 
rebelled against thee. 
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12 And let all them that put their trust m thee 
rejoice : they shall ever be gLving of thanks^ be- 
cause thou defendest them ; they that love thy 
Name shall be joyfiil in thee ; 

13 For thou. Lord, wilt give thy blessing imto 
the righteous : and with thy favourable kindness 
wflt thou defend him as with a shield. 

Ver^. 1, Jtf^ meditation.] The original expresses much more 
tender&ess and pathos, than this translation. It should be ren- 
dered, riiy " Dove-like mournings." 

- Ver. 4. Host no pleasure.] That is, thou hatest, exceedingfy^ 
wickedness. The negative form is here much more forcible and 
expcesaive, than the positive* Similar examples occur, with fre-> 
quency, in Holy Writ : e. g. the Lord will not hold him guilt" 
less: that is, will assuredly hold him guilty, — Bp. Jkbb. [ 

Ver. 5. Such as be foolish,] In Scripture language, the 
fooHsh are the wiched. And well may sinners be called fools, 
ibr they wilfully blind themselves to their own best interests here 
and hereafter.—- Ed. 

Ver. 7. Thy holy temple*] The tent, or tabernacle^ which 
contained the Ark of the Lord : 1 Chron. xvi. 1. As the symbol 
of the more immediate presence of the God, King, and Governor 
of the Hebrews, was deposited in this« tabernacle, they were 
directed to worship with their faces towards it. As the sun wa^ 
the principal object of Heathen worship, the idolaters turned 
their faces, when they were so engaged^ to the JSast^ the region 
in which this luminary rises. 

Ver. 10. Open sepulchre,] The Jewish sepulchres were fre- 
quently open ; and resorted to by way-&ring people, b^ndilti^ 
Imd, as we find from Luke viii* 27. by demoniacs. The metaphor 
denotes an insatiable greediness in David's enemies, to devour 
his good name. 
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iSHniiiig VtAUfv. 



PSALM VL 

penitential 

The SUBJECT of this very affecting Psalm ^ is, a depreca- 
tion of God's wrath on the commission of some heinous 
pin ; possibly, in the grievous matter of Uriah, the Hittite : 
H suppUcation for mercy : a pathetic sketch of David's in- 
tense remorse and contrition : and the expression of a joyful 
conviction, that his prayer was accepted, and that he himself 
had become an object of divine mercy. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughotd, 

1 O Lord, rebuke me not in thine indignation : 
neither chasten me in thy displeasure. 

2 Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am weak: 

Lord, heal me, for my bones are vexed. 

8 My soul also is sore troubled : but. Lord, how 
long wilt thou punish me ? 

4 Turn thee, O Lord, and deliver my soul : O 
save me for thy mercy's sake. 

5 For in death no man remembereth thee : and 
who will give thee thanks in the pit ? 

6 I am weary of my groaning ; every night wash 

1 my bed : and water my couch with my tears. 

7 My beauty is gone for very trouble : and worn 
away because of all mine enemies. 
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8 Away from me, all ye that work vanity : for 
the Lord hath heard the voice of my weeping. 

9 The Lord hath heard my petition : the Lord 
win receive my prayer* 

• 10 All mine enemies shall be confomided, and 
sore vexed : they shall be turned back, and put to 
shame siiddenly. 

Ver, 5. For in death, Sfc] David's assertion in this verse is, 
that Ae lifeless body has no remembrance of God at all ; nor is 
there any worship in the grave: a solemn intimation, repeated by 
the Wise Man ; *' there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge} 
nor wisdom in the grave, whither thou goest.** HccL ix. 10. 

' Ver* 8. Away from me, ^c] This is in the abrupt transitioa 
style of the Hebrew poets. It is David's apostrophe to th6 
wicked, upon his perceiving, by a lively impression made upon 
his soul, by God's Holy Spirit, that his prayer was heard^ and^ 
by the divine mercy, approved and granted. 

Ibid. That work vanityj] That is, dealers in the vanities, 
charms, and incantations of idolatrous worship* David scorns 
to have recourse to their unholy means of extricating himself 
from ttouble. The insidious attempts of these false friends to 
subvert his faith in the living God, rouse his mind, and revive 
his religious trust. " This is the only reason," observes Bishop 
Horsley, ** that appears for the sudden transition, from the lan« 
guage of despair, to that of confidence and joy." But, it may 
be observed, tliat such abrupt staitings from one train of thought, 
Or from one class of feelings, to their opposites, b (as just stated) 
a common characteristic of inspired Hebrew poetry. — £d. 



PSALM VII. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a declaration of trust in 
God : a supplication for the divine mercy : a vindication of 
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Pavid's innoeence, under unjust accusation : a petition that 
God would make it manifest: a supplication for the aboli<* 
iion of sih^ and the full establishment of righteousness : a 
view of theA)eginning, progress, self-deception, and punish^ 
inent of wickedness ; and an expression of the Pi^almist*s 
own gratitude to the Lord, 

c 

In this Psalm David specks throughout. 

■ 

, 1 O Lord my God, in thee have I put my trust ; 
save me from all them that persecute me,, and de^ 
liver me; 

2 Lest he devour my soul, like a lion, and tear 
it in pieces : while there is none to help. 

3 Lord my God, if I have done any such 
thing : or if there be any wickedness in my hands ; 

4 If I have rewarded evil unto him that dealt 
friendly with me : yea, I have delivered him that 
without any cause is mine enemy ; 

5 Then let mine enemy persecute my soul, and 
take me : yea, let him tread my life down upon 
the earth, and lay mine honour in the dust. 

6 Stand up, O Lord, in thy wrath, and lift up 
thyself, because of the indignation of mine ene- 
mies : arise up for me in the judgment that thou 
hast commanded. 

7 And so shall the congregation of the people 
come about thee : for their sakes therefore lift up 
thyself again. 

8 The Lord shall judge the people ; give sen- 
tence with me, O Lord : according to my righte- 
ousness, and according to the innocency that is in 
toe.-.' 
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9 O let the wickedness of the ungodly come to 
an end : but guide thou the just. 

10 For the righteous God: trieth the very 
hearts and reins. 

11 My help cometh of God : who preserveth 
them that are true of heart. 

12 God is a righteous Judge, strotig, and pa- 
tient : arid God is provoked every day. 

13 If a man will not turn, he will whet his 
sword: he hath bent his bow, and made it ready. 

14 He hath prepared for him the instruments of 
death : he ordaineth his arrows against the perse^ 
cutors. 

.15 Behold, he travaileth with mischief : he hath 
conceived sorrow, and brought forth ungodliness* 

16 He hath graven and digged up a pit: and is 
faHen himself into the destruction that he made for 
other. 

17 For his travail shall come upon his own 
head: and his wickedness shall fall on his own 
pate. 

18 I will give thanks unto . the Lord, according 
to his righteousness : and I will praise the Name 
of the Lord most High. 

Ver. 2. Lest he devour, ^c] David may here allude to his 
itialignant enemy, Cush the Benjamite. ' 

Ver. 3, If I have done any such thing,"] That is, the crime 
of which he had been accused. 1 Sam. xxiv. 9, 10. 

Ver* 4, If I have rewarded evil, S^c] If David wrote thiiJ 
Psalm during his exile from the court of Saul, it is not impro- 
bsiible, that he may allude, in this verse, to the two instances in 
whieh he spared the life of Saul, when it was in his power to 
have taken it away : once in the cave of £n-gedi : 1 Sam, xxiv. 4# 
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Mod again, wfan he todc SauFs spear fioia his bolster, but re« 
fiised to kill liim. % Sam^xsm* 12. 

Ver. 8. According to my righteousness^ ^c.} It is to be re- 
cdlected, that in many of the Psalms, which are not stnctly 
prophetical, that is, applying exclnsively to Messiah, there are 
frequent allusions to this august personage, and to the blessed 
dispensation which he would introduce. It was a vision always 
present to the mind of David in the moments of inspiration ; and 
would, of course, mii^le itself occasionally with the snlject of 
his song, though that referred, principally, to himself^ andiiis 
own concerns. This observation, it is hoped, will remove all 
apparent difficulty and inconsistency, from those passages in the 
Psalms, in which David seems to speak of his own perfection, 
innocence, or righteousness. All such passages, evidently, are 
to be attributed to the future Christ. David was a man of pas- 
sions too violent, and deeds too. reprehensible, to assert the cha- 
lacter of unimpeachable religious integrity. Indeed, he himself 
disclaims it, in innumerable passages of his Psalms. — Ed. 
I Ver, 15. Behold, he travaileth, Sfc] Here the Psalmist 
makes an abrupt transition from the mention of Jehovah, to the 
principal of his persecutors, v. 14 : and of his enemies, v. 6. 

Ver. 16. Digged up a pit,] A figurative expression, alluding 
io that common mode of catching elephants, and other ferocious 
animals, more especially in the East; by digging pits, with a sharp 
stake in .the centre, and covering thefin over with leaves; into 
)vhich the beasts fall, and are thus impaled, or, at least, secured. 

Ver. 17. Pate.] The crown of the head. 



PSALM VIII. 
9ro9iietitiil avlti fUulratotfi. 
The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a thanksgiving to God for 
his general mercies; in which the Psalmist, (as he is inter- 
preted by St. Paul, Heb. ii. 6.) looks forward to the exal- 
tation of human nature, by the incarnation of our blessed 
Lord» 
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In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 O Lord our Govemour, how excellent is thy 
Name in all the world: thou that hast set thy 
glory above the heavens ! 

2 Out of the mouth of very babes and sucklings 
hast thou ordained strength^ because of thine ene- 
mies : that thou mightest still the enemy, and the 
avenger. 

3 For I will consider thy heavens, even th^ 
works of thy fingers: the moon and the stars, 
which thou hast ordaiped. 

4 What is man that thou art mindful of him : 
and the son of man, that thou visitest him ? 

5 Thou madest him lower than the angels : to 
crown him with glory and worship. 

6 Thou makest him to have dominion of the 
works of thy hands : apd thou hast put all things 
in subjection under his feet ; 

7 All sheep and oxen : yea, and the beasts of 
the field ; 

8 The fowls of the air, and the fishes of the 
sea : and whatsoever walketh through the paths of 
the seas. 

9 O Lord our Govemour : how excellent is thy 
Name in all the world ! 

i Ver. 2. Out of the mouth.] This verse is quoted by our 
blessed Lord, Matt, xxi. 16. to silence the Scribes and Pharisees, 
when they had indignation at *' the little children crying in the 
temple, Hosannah to the Son of David." 

Ver. 3. The moon and the starsJ] It is remarkable, that in 
the enumeration of the heavenly luminaries, David should have 

C 
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omitted the sun. Bishop Home ingeniously accounts for it, by 
supposing^ thai Da\(id, when he wrote this Psalm, wias contem- 
plating the heavens, as they appear by night. 
' Veri 6. Thou mcuhst him lower, ^c] Rather : " thou hast 
iomewhat abased him in comparison of angels ; but, notwith^^ 
standing, thou makest him to have dominion :" &c. 

Ver. 7* All sheep and oxen, ^c] Adam, upon his creation. 
Was invested with sovereign dominion, over the creatures, in 
W(Nrds of the same import as those in this, and the succeeding 
verse : Gen. i. 28 : which are, therefore, here used, and the 
creatures particularized, to inform us, that what the ^rst Adam 
lost by transgression, the second regained by obedietice. — Bp. 

HORNE. 
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PSALM IX. 

■ • 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is^ a grateful acknowledge- 
ment of God's mercy, in delivering David from some dis- 
tress, into which he had been plunged, — ^probably, his deli- 
verance from, and triumph over^ the neighbouring nationS} 
when God had exalted him to be king over Zion : a suppli- 
cation for the continuance of this mercy : an exhortation 
to the people of God, to praise God, as the avenger of their 
wrongs ; and the watchful guardian of the helpless : and a 
prophetic declaration of the eventual destruction of the un- 
righteous. 
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In this Psakn David speaks throughout. 

II will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, with 
my whole heart : I will i^eak of all thy marvellous 
works. 

2 I will be glad and rejoice in thee : yea, my 
songs will I make of thy Name, O thou most 
Highest 

3 While mine enemies are driven back: they 
shall fall and perish at thy presence. 

4 For thou hast maintained my right and my 
cause: thou art set in the throne that judgest 
right. 

5 Thou hast rebuked the heathen, and destroyed 
the ungodly : thou hast put out their name for 
ever and ever. 

6 thou enemy, destructions are come to a 
perpetual end : even as the cities which thou hast 
destroyed ; their memorial is perished with them. 

7 But the Lord shall endure for ever : he hath 
also prepared his seat for judgement. 

8 For he shall judge the world in righteousness r 
and minister true judgement unto the people. 

9 The Lord also will be a defence for the op- 
pressed : even a refuge in due time of trouble. 

10 And they that know thy Name will put 
their trust in thee: for thou. Lord, hast never 
failed them that seek thee. 

il O praise the Lord which dwelleth in Sion : 
shew the people of his doings. 

12 For,^ when he maketh inquisition for blood, 

c2 
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he remembereth them: and forgetteth not the 
complaint of the poor. 

13 Have mercy upon me, O Lord ; consider the 
trouble which I suffer of them that hate me : thou 
that liftest me up from the gates of death. 

14 That I may shew all thy praises within th^ 
ports of the daughter of Sion : I will rejoice in thy 
salvation. 

15 The heathen are sunk down in the pit that 
they made : in the same net which they hid pri- 
vily, is their foot taken. 

16 The Lord is known to execute judgement: 
the ungodly is trapped in the work of his own 
hands. 

17 The wicked shall be tinned into hell : and 
all the people that forget God. 

18 For the poor shall not alway be forgotten ; 
the patient abiding of the meek shall not perish 
for ever. 

19 Up, Lord, and let not man have the upper 
hand : let the heathen be judged in thy sight. 

20 Put them in fear, O Lord : that the heathen, 
may know themselves to be but men. 

Psalm IX. The Roman Catholic Church differs from the 
Protestant one, in the division of the Psalms : a point not deter- 
mined in the early ages of Christianity. The 9th and 40tK 
Psalms, according to our arrangement, form, with the Romanists, 
only one Psalm ; and, in like manner, they join our 1 14th an4. 
115th: so that our 11th Psalm is their 10th, and their 114th is 
our 116th. But, as they divide the 116th Psalm in our Liturgy 
into two ; and likewise our 147th into two Psalms ; so, both 
Churches reckon 150 in the whole. The difference between us 
18 not a matter of the slightest consequence ; but, it is desirable 
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to be apprized of it, if it be merely to have a key or direction, to 
quotations of the Psalms^ by Roman Catholic writers^ 

Ver» 6. thou enemy ^ ^c] Rather : " the instruments of 
destruction have consumed the enemy for ever : 

" The cities which thou hast demolbhed, their very memory is 
perished with them.** 

Ver. 12. FoVy when he mdketh inquisition for blood, ^c] 
When God shall bring every work into judgment ; and, among 
others, the spilling of the blood of the innocent: of saints and 
martyrs, (and, proleptically, of Messiah,) then will he not forget 
the way of the oppressed : nor be unmindful of those, who ** put 
their trust" in him : v. 10. 

Ver, 13, Have mercy upon me, Sfc] This is another instance of 
sudden transition, in thought, and style of composition, from the 
devotional to the supplicatory* But, it is quite natural to a 
person in the Psalmist's situation ; to one who has been looking 
forward with hope and exultation ; hut /eels that he is surrounded 
by jeopardy and distress. What a beautifid and vivid picture do 
these alternations of feeling display, of a soul of exquisite sensi* 
and ardour !^Ed. 

Ver, 14. Ports J] That is, gates. , -- 



PSALM X. 
^yplieators ants (Srratulatovff. 



: The subject of this Psalm, is, an humble precatory ex- 
postulation with God, on the pride and self-confidence of 
the wicked in their prosperity, which are largely and vividly 
pourtrayed : earnest prayer for deliverance from their power 
imd malice: which is suddenly changed into a triumphant 
view, of God's universal sovereignty ; and of the ultimate 
deliverance of the meek and faithful. This Psalm was com- 
posed, as is generally imagined, by David; but on what 
occasion is unknown. 
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In this Psalm David speaks throughout 

1 Why standest thou so fer off, O Lord : and 
hidest thy face in the needful time of trouble ? 

2 The ungodly for his own luSt doth persecute 
the poor : let them be taken in the crafty wiliness 
that they have imagined. 

3 For the ungodly hath made boast of his own 
heart's desire : and speaketh good of the covetous, 
whom God abhorreth. 

4 The ungodly is so proud, that he careth not 
for God : neither is God in all his thoughts. 

5 His ways are alway grievous : thy judgements 
are far above out of his sight, and therefore defieth 
he all his enemies. 

6 For he hath said in his heart. Tush, I shall 
never be cast down : there shall no harm happen 
unto me. 

7 His mouth is fiill of cursing, deceit, and 
fraud : under his tongue is ungodliness and vanity. 

8 He sitteth toking in the thievish comers of 
the streets : and privily in his lurking dens doth 
he mm'der the innocent ; his eyes are set against 
the poor. 

9 For he lieth waiting secretly, even as a lion 
lurketh he in his den : that he may ravish the poor. 

10 He doth ravish the poor : when he getteth 
him into his net. 

11 He falleth down, and humbleth himself : that 
the congregation of the po<»r may fall into the 
hands of his captains. 

8 
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12 He hath said in his hearty Tush^ God hath 
forgotten : he hideth away his face, and he will 
never see it. 

13 Arise, O Lord God, and lift up thine hand : 
forget not the poor. 

14 Wherefore should the wicked blaspheme 
God : while he doth say in his heart. Tush, thou 
God. carest not for it. 

15 Surely thou hast seen it : for thou beholdest 
ungodliness and wrong. 

16 That thou mayest take the matter into thine 
hand : the poor committeth himself unto thee ; 
for thou art the helper of the friendless. 

17 Break thou the power of the ungodly and , 
maJicious : take away his ungodliness, and thou 
shaft find none. 

18 The Lord is king for ever and ever :.and the 
heathen are perished out of the land. 

19 Lord, thou hast heard the desire of the poor: 
thou preparest their heart, and thine ear hearken- 
eth thereto ; 

20 To help the fatherless and poor unto their 
right : that the man of the earth be no more ex- 
alted against them. 

Ver. 5. His ways are alway grievous^ Jjfc] Bishop Horeley's 
translation of this verse is as follows : 
*' His ways are at all seasons confident; 

The height of thy judgments is beyond his sight, 
For all his greatest enemies he puffeth at them :'' 
That is, he maketh light of all human opposition. The " judg- 
mentSy" are the vengeance and punishment, with which these 
vices of the ungodly are visited. 
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: Ver. Sf 9, 10, 11, Of these verseff, the same learned prelate 
has giveq thia yersion : 

** He lieth in wait in a secret place, like a lion in his lair. 

He lieth in wait to seize the helpless ; 

He seizeth the helpless, when he has drawn him into his net. 

And the overpower'd man submits,. 

And by his' strength, the bulwark of the oppressed falleth.*' 
The/ whole passage is illustrated by the* apologue in E[orace^ 
(E^. L Lib. L) of the lion, who feigned himself sic^, so that he 
might more readily deceive and destroy, the unwafy animals on 
which he preyed. * ■ 

Fcr, 11. Break thou the power, Sfc] This is, probably, pre- 
dictive ; and announces the future complete annihilation of moral 
evil by Messiah ; when none shall he fotmd to disturb the glory 
and peace of his universal reign. This glorious view inflames 
the Psalmist's mind ; and he suddenly bursts into a strain of 
grateful exultation. 

; Ver. 20. The man of the earth*] That impious, mortal man, 
who, though he was formed out of the earth, yet affects pride 
Qpd insolence : and despises and oppresses the poor, who are 
equally with himself, the creatures of God Almighty's hands. 



PSALM XL 

IBthotimat 

, The SUBJECT of this Psalm, (which is supposed to have 
been written by David, when he had withdrawn from the: 
court of Saul,) is, a devout declaration of full confidence in 
the divine goodness and protection, rather than in some 
Qther means of security, which had been suggested to him ; 
a glance, at the compassion of God to the oppressed righte-*- 
ous; and of his awful visitations on the ungodly. 
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/i» Mt^ PsaJm Davip speaks throughout. 

* 

1 In the Lord put I my trust: how say ye 
then to my soul^ that she should flee as a hu:d unto 
the hill? 

2 For lo^ the ungodly bend their bow, and make 
ready their arrows within the quiver : that they 
may privily shoot at them which are true of heart, 

3 For the foundations will be cast down : and 
what hath the righteous done ? 

4 The Lord is in his holy temple : the Lord's 
seat is in heaven. 

5 His eyes consider the poor : and his eye-lids 
try the children of men. „ 

6 The Lord alloweth the righteous: but the 
ungodly, and him that delighteth in wickedness, 
doth his soul abhor. 

7 Upon the ungodly he shall rain snares, fire 
and brimstone, storm and tempest : this shall bd 
their portion to drink. 

8 For the righteous Lord loveth righteousness i 
his countenance will behold the thing that is just. 

Ver. 1. In the Lord put I my trusty ^c] Bishop Horsley 
has thrown coDsiderable light on this rather obscure Psalm : his 
translation of the first verse is thus : 

" With Jehovah I have taken shelter ; how say ye to my soul, 
* Flee, sparrows, to your hill ?* " 
Your hill : that hill from which you say your help cometh ; this 
is a sneer uttered by David's enemies. " Repair to that boasted 
hill, which may, indeed, give you the refuge that it offers to the 
sparrow — a fihelter against the inclemencies of a stormy sky— but 
no defence against our power J^ . .. 
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Ver. 3. For the foundations will be cast dotvn, ^c] Rather : 
" Truly the foundation they are demolishing^— 
What doeth the Just One ?" 
The first line contains a proverbial expression ; denoting danger 
of utter ruin : the second, the taunt of an adversary ; as much as 
to say, " where is now thy God, who shall interfere, and prevent 
this destruction, and my triumph V* — ^The five last verses contain 
die Psalmist's answer to this blasphemous language. 
' Ver, 7. Snares.] Thunderbolts. — Bp, Law. 
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PSALM XIL 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, (penned by David imder cir- 
cumstances of trial) is, a description of the presumption of 
^e wicked: Jehovah's assurance of assistance to the humble 
and the pious: and David's confidence in the performance 
of this promise* 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 Help me, Lordj for there is not one godly 
man left : for the faithful are minished from among 
the chUdren of men. 

2 They talk of vanity every one with his neigh- 
bour : they do but flatter vnth their lips, and dis- 
semble in their double heart. 

3 The Lord shall root out all deceitful lips : and 
the tongue that speaketh proud things ; 
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4 Which have said. With our tongue will we 
prevail : we are they that ought to speak, who is 
lord over us? 

5 Now for the comfortless troubles' sake of the 
needy : and because of the deep sighing of the 
poor : 

• 6 I will up, saith the Lord : and will help every 
one from him that swelleth against him, and will 
set him at rest. 

. 7 The words of the Lord are pure words : even 
as the silver, which from the earth is tried, and 
purified seven times in the fire* 

8 Thou shalt keep them, O Lord : thou shalt 
preserve him from this generation for ever. 

9 The imgodly walk on every side: when they 
are exalted, the children of men are put to rebuke. 

'■••..■- • ■ ■ "' ■ • • 

Fcr. 2. Vanity.} That is, impious discourse. 

Ihid. Platter with their lips.] That is, they use "glosing 
Ues :*' ensnaring eloquence, and specious aigument, in support 
of the wretched cause of impiety and sin. 

Ver. 3. The Lord shall root otUy ^c] An awful intimation 
of eventual punishment, upon the religious scoffers, so common 
in our times. Infidels say : ** with our tongue will we pre- 
vail.'' They profess to set all authority of public opinion, and 
ancient tradition, at defiance. They follow no teacher, human 
or divine. They form their own opinions from their own reflec- 
tions; and they claim a right to speak as freely as they thinks 
to propagate and maintain their own notions, however opposite 
to the general belief; and to revile the establidied religion of 
their own country. 

Ver. 5. Now for the comfortless troubles* sake^ ^cj Rather: 
" Because of the cruel treatment of the helpless, because of the 
outcry of the poor, 

I will now arise, saith Jehovah," 
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\,YeT^l. Tkemord^qfthALoj^dy^c], Rather: 
^' The words of Jehovah are pure words, (free of all ttatrutby 
deceit, or insincerity,) 
Silver assayed in a crucible of earth, 
' Gold purified seven times.** 

' Ver, 9. The ungodly walk an et^ry side, SfcJ] Our prtiyef-i 
book version expresses the sense of this passage very imperfectly. 
The meaning is ; that, when they whom the Lord keeps, (y*. 8.) 
(but, who had been rebuked, or scorned by the wicked,) shall be 
exsltted by God ; then the ungodly will be going about on every 
side, in uneasiness and distress; seeking how they may avoid the 
^ight of the good man^s triumph, and escape their own deserved 
punishment, , ' 



PSALM XIII. 

yiaititibe antr €rratuIatoi:j?. 

' The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, the touching complaint of 
David, in the moment of despondency, of God's forgetful- 
xiess of him: prayer for the divine assistance : and an act 
of fidth aiid thanksgiving. 

In this Psahn David specdis throughout. 



i. 



1 How long wilt thou forget me, O Lord, for 
evttt how long wilt thou hide thy face from me ? 

2 How long shall I seek coimsel in my soul, 
and be so vexed in my heart : how long shall mine 
enemies triumph over me ? 

- 3 Consider, and hear me, O Lord my God: 
lighten mine eyes, that I sleep not in death. 
* 4 Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against; 
him : for if I be cast down, they that trouble me 
will rejoice at it^ 
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5 But my^ini3t is in thy mercy : and my heart 
is joyfiilin thy salvation. 

6 I will sing of the Lord^ because he hath dealt 
so lovingly with me : yea, I will praise the Name 
of the Xiord most Highest 

Vet. 2. Seek counsel in my souL] Take counsel for my life; 
— Bp. Law. 

Ver» 3. Lighten, mine eyes,"] The meaning of this phrase 
may, perhaps, be illustrated by Jonathan's speech, 1 Sam. xir. 
29, for be being very hungry and faint^ dipped his rod into an 
honey-comb^ and, as the text tells us, "his eyes were enlight- 
ened :" that is, he was refreshed by it. 

Ver. 5. But my trusty ^c] The same contrast in the states 
of mental feeling, under which David composed this Psalm, is 
displayed in many other of these beautiful lyrics. Extreme det 
pression marks the first portion of it : and religious joy, and holy 
gratitude, the conclusion ; convincing the humble Christian, of 
the assured return of sincere prayer, bearing on its wings the 
comforts of heaven, to refresh our ^irits, and establish our souL 



PSALM XIV. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a view of the general cor- 
ruption of fallen man (see Rom. iii.) : the enmity of the un- 
regenerate against the people of God: and the eventual 
deliverance and salvation of the true Israel. 

Jn this Psalm the Personages supposed to he introduced 
are^ the Psalmist, v. 1 to 8. Jehovah, v. 8. and the 
Psalmist, v. 9, to the end. 

1 The fool hath said in his heart : There is no 
God. 
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V % They are corrupt^ and become abominable in 
their doings : there is none that doeth good^ no 
not one. 

3 The Lord looked down from heaven upon the 
children of men: to sea if there were any that 
would understand, and seek after God. 

4 But they are all gone out of the way, they 
are altogether become abominable : there is none 
that doeth good, no not one. 

5 Their throat is an open sepulchre, with their 
tongues have they deceived : the poison of asps is 
under their lips. 

6 Their mouth is fiill of cursing and bitterness : 
their feet are swift to shed blood. 

7 Destruction and unhappiness is in their ways, 
and the way of peace have they not known : there 
is no fear of God before their eyes. 

8 Have they no knowledge, that they are all 
such workers of mischief: eating up my people as 
it were bread, and call not upon the Lord ? 

9 There were they brought in great fear, even 
where no fear was : for God is in the generation of 
the righteous. 

10 As for you, ye have made a mock at the 
counsel of the poor : because he putteth his trust 
in the Lord. 

11 Who shall give salvation unto Israel out of 
Sion ? When the Lord tumeth the captivity of his 
people : then shall Jacob rejoice, and Israel shall 
be glad. 

Psalm XIV. This Psalm and the liii, appear to be but dif- 
ferent copies of the same song. Whatever might be the special 
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occasion f»C (he cpmpositipOf. tbe: general anbjeci of ihe JRabIhi, ii 

the exteraiinatlcp pf thi^ irreligious. The £6urdi yerse manifestly 
alludes to the tyranny of some atheistical idc^atrous power in the 
world ; and the last verse, referring to the restoration pf the 
Jewish people, in both branches, and to the gomg forth of th^ 
salvation ficom Zioo, points, mthout ambiguity, to the kst agMk • 

Ver. 8. Have tht^ no knowledge F] The three vieraef pfd? 
ceding this, do not properly belong to this Psalm, but to other 
parts of Scripture, from whence they were quoted by St. Paul, 
Mom, iiu 13. As, however, these three verses follow St PauFs 
quotation from this Psalms they have been, probably, introduced 
into it, by some transcribers of the copies of the Septuagint : 
from iriiich Greek version oiir Prayer-book translation was chiefly 
made. They do not appear in the Bib. ver. made from the He|)rei;i^ 
. Ver, 9. There were they brought in great fear, where nojjear 
ioas,'] That is, no cause of fear. Nothing can more concfsiely, 
or strikingly, describe guilty susceptibility y than these few wordr. 
The wicked man'« imagination is ^' tremblingly alive sdl o'er :^ 
creatii^ subjects of alarm out of nothing : and distort!)^ indif- 
ferent objects into chimseras of deformity and h<»:ror.— JSd. 

Ver, 10. As for you, Sfc] This seems to be addressed by 
David to the wicked before described, for their oppression and 
mockery of the Lord's people, menUoned in v. 8. 

Ver. 11. The captivity of his people.'l By this word is 
merely meant, ai^ence from Jerusalem. 
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PSALM XV. 
Stamotic attli B<ltatti(. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a beautiful description of 
the graces of purity, goodness, truth, integrity, humility. 
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charity, and disinterestedness ; and a {nromise of the divine; 
protection, to them who /'practise these things,** It is 
thought that this Psalm was composed by David, on some 
occasion of his returning to Jerusalem, after the ark of God 
had been deposited there. It is appointed to be used on 
Ascension Day« 

Jn this Psalm the Personages sty^osed to speak are, the 
Psalmist, v. 1. Jehovah, v. 2, to the end. 

1 Lord, who shall dwell in thy tabernacle : or 
who shall rest upon thy holy hill ? 

2 Even he, that leadeth an uncorrupt life : and 
doeth the thing which is right, and speaketh the 
truth from his heart. 

- 3 He that hath used no deceit in his tongue, not 
done evil to his neighbour : and hath not slan- 
dered his neighbour. 

4 He that setteth not by himself, but is lowly 
in Jiis own eyes : and maketh much of them that 
fear the Lord. 

5 He that sweareth unto his neighbour, and dis- 
appointeth him not : though it were to his own 
hindrance. 

6" He that hath not given his money upon 
usury : nor taken reward against the innocent. 
7 Whoso doeth these things : shall never fall. 

Ver, 1. Lordf who shall dwells 4"^.] David alludes to the 

Hill of Sion, in the earthly Jerusalem : to the Tabernacle of God, 

•which was thereon, and the character of the priest, who should 

officiate in that Tabernacle : but, it is the business and the duty 

pf the Christian to ftpply the Psalm to himself, and to these 



MORN.] PSAIJM XVL 33 

Gfarisfian gfaces* which will render him an acceptable worghippery 
under the more perfect dispensation of the Gospel covenant. 

Ver. 4. He that setteth not by himself, SfV."] Here the Bible 
translation has the advantage — " In whose eyes a vile person is 
contemned." ",. 

■ Ver. 6. His money uipon usvry^ II was not lawful for a He- 
brew tQ take usury, or interest for money, from a Hebrew ; thougl| 
jt was lawful for a Hebrew to take it from a Pagan. Deut. xxiii. 
19, 20. 



PSALM XVL 

9rop)rtiraI. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a prayer for support : a 
(declaration, of Messiah's love for the righteous, and detes- 
tation of the idolatrous: an expression of religious love and 
joy ; and of confidence in Jehovah : and a prediction of 
jM essiah's resurrection, and eternal rest in joy and glory.. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout^ 

1 Preserve me, O God : for in thee have I put 
xny trust. 

2 my soul, thou hftst said unto the Lord * 
Thou art my God, my goods are nothing imto 
theei. 

. 3 All my delight is upon the saints, that are in 
the earth : and upon such as excel in virtue. 

4 But they that run after another god : shall 
have great trouble. 

5 Their drink-offerings of blood will I not offer: 
neither make mention of their names within my 
lips. 
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* 6 The Lotd himself is the portion of mine inhe^ 
ritance, and of my cup : thou shalt maintain my lot! 

7 The lot is fallen unto me in a fair, ground : 
yea, I have a goodly heritage. 

8 I will thank the Lord for giving me warning : 
my reins also chasten me in the night-season. 

' 9 Ihave set God always before me: for he is 
on my right hand, therefore I shall not fall. 

10 Wherefore my heart was glad, and my glory 
rejoiced : my flesh also shall rest in hope. 

11 For why? thou shalt not leave my soul in 
hell : neither shalt thou suffer thy Holy One to 
see corruption. 

12 Thou shalt shew me the path of life ; in thy 
presence is the fulness of joy : and at thy righi 
hand there is pleasure for evermore. 

■ 'f * ' . * 111 

» 

Psalm XVL By the quotations of St. Peter and St. Pirfli 
(^Acts ii. 25. and Acts ziii. 35.) from this Psalm, we are taugfat 
to consideE Datid as speaking in the person.of our Xord Jesiji^ 
Christ ; of whom- alone the latter part of the Psalm is true^ — B^. 
HoRNEi ' - . ' : . i 

Ver, 2, My goods are nothing unto theeJ] All. ray wdttdly 
advantages I consider as nothing; compared with the blessing of 
thy love and protection; " , 

Ver»5, Their drink offerings, 'Sfc.J I will be so far from 
making to their idols any drink, or blood offerings, that I will not 
io much as mention the names of these idok with ray lips.-^p. 
Law. . ,^ 

Visr. 6.> The Lord himself is the portion, ^c] Bishop Honley 
translates the passage thus : 

** Jehovah ! my measured portion, and tny cup, 
Art thou ! Thy Thummim is my lot.'* ' ~^ ' 

That eternal perfect priesthood is allotted unto me, of which th^ 
Zieyiticsjl is the general type ; of the glory of which; the briljteirt 

8 
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gfpm (tbe TAiciimnkmXon the hi^-priest's breast-plate, are the 
particular, symbob. S^ Deut, xxxiii. 8. The cup is a comnM^ 
fi^re of speech, for the events of human h'fe. 

Fer. 9. / sJiall not Jhll,] Even death itself will not destroy 
myhope in God : "Wherefore," &c. (next verse). 

Fer. 10. My glory.'] That is, ** my ton^e :" Acts ii. 26. 
because, with j^e tongue , man praises and glorifies God. • 
,,, r<^. 12. TAotf f^/^ sAeu; me, Sfc] The resurrection of Mes- 
siah from the. grave, i^ here beautifully described, as discovering a 
path of life, leading through " the valley of the shadow of 
d^ittlr,'' to the celestial regions of everlasting bliss. ' 
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The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a prayer to Gp4 thsX he 
would, in his righteousness, judge and decide upon, a falsQ 
chaige which had b^n made against David ; probably, at 
die court of Saul : a petition for Jehovah's guidances and 
^rofedion: a description of the temper and behaviour of 
David^s enemies : a comforting conviction of his own resur^ 
reckon and salvation. 

In this Psabn David speaks fhroughoui. 

c . I Hear the right, O Lord, consider my com-i 
plaint : and hearken unto my prayer, that i^oeth 

not out of feignjed.lips^^ 

; 2 Let my sentence come forth from thy pre-f 
sence ; and let thine, eyes Jopk upon the thing that 
is equal. 
: 3 Thou hast proved and visited mine heart in 

the. night^^season ; thou hast tried me, and shali; 

d2 
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find no wickedness in ihe : for I am utterly pur-» 
posed that my mouth shall not offend. 

4 Because of men's works, that are done against 
the words of thy lips : I have kept me from the 
.ways of the. destroyer. 

5 Q hold thou up my goings in thy paths : that 
my footsteps slip not. 

6 I have called upon thee, O God, for thou 
shalt hear me : incline thine ear to me, and hearkei^ 
unto my words. 

7 Shew thy marvellous loving-kuidness, thou 
that art the Saviour of them which put their trust 
in thee : from such as resist thy right hand. 

8 Keep me as the apple of an eye : hide me 
under the shadow of thy wings : 

9 From the ungodly that trouble me : mine ene- 
inies compass me round about to take away my soul. 

10 Thejr are inclosed in their* own fat : arid their 
inouth speaketh proud things. 

11 They lie waiting in our way on every side : 
turning their eyes down to the ground ; 

12 Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey : and 
as it were a lion's whelp, lurking in secret places. 

13 Up, Lord, disappoint him, and cast him 
down : deliver my soul from the ungodly, which is 
a sword of thine. . 

14 From the men of thy hand, O Lord, from 
the men, I say, and from the evil world r which 
have their portion in this life, whose bellies thou 
fillest with thy hid treasure. * .. 
. 15 They have children at their desire: and 
leave the rest of their substance for their babes. 
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16 But as for me, I will behold thy presence in 
righteousness : and when I awake up after thy 
likeness, I shall be satisfied with it. 

Vef, 2. Let my sentence^ 4^.] Be thou, O Jehovah, my Judge, 
in thine owii person. 

Fer. 4. Because of Ynen's works^ Sf^c] The Bible translation 
of this verse, conveys a much clearer idea of its meaning, than 
tl^e Prayer-book version : *' concerning the works of men :" or 
the common practices of a wicked world t " by the word of thy 
fips:'' by the influence of thy commandments, upon. my con-« 
science and conduct : ** I have kept me from the pattis of the 
dtestioyer i" I have avoided those practices which end in final 
dMtniction ; or, have been protected by thy mercy from falling' 
9 victim to the rage of Saul. 

• Ver, 10, They are inclosed in their own fat J] There is high 
authority for translating this passage thus : '* they have dosec^ 
their net upon me." 

- '*Ver. 1*1. They lie waiting in our way, SfcJ] Rather r •* They 
hiaye now compassed us in our steps :*' that is, literally, Saul and 
I^ followers had watched, pursued, and at last hemmed in^ 
David and his men. The whole imagery in this, and the two 
preceding verses, is taken from hunting : and, therefore, admira- 
bly adapt^ to the character of the Psalm, and the situation of 
David. In the 9th verse, the sportsmen, (or pursuers aftei^ 
Pfl^d) beat the field, and spread their nets. In the 10th, they 
dr^w the nets which they had set ; and in the 1 1th, they exult 
'm .their success : and take aim at their prey. 

' Ver. 13. Which is a sword of thine.'] True piety refers all the 
mstruments of calamity, as well as those of prosperity and suc- 
cess, to the wise appointment of infinite wisdom and goodness. 

- [Vet. 16. But as for me, Sfc] The belief of a resurrection^ 
and, of course, a future state, is so clearly recognized in this verse, 
^at one cannot doubt of its partial adoption, among ** tlie 
people of God," from the earliest times. See my " Sunday- 
Evening Discourses for Households," Disc. xx. and xxiv. 
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PSALM XVIII. 

'. ..... _ ^ ^_ 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is thus exhibited by Bishop 
Horsley; " Part I. consisting of the first three versed, is 
ihe Proem of the Song. Part II. celebrates miraculous 
deliverances from a state of affliction and distress. ThiS: 
part consists of 16 verses, extending from the 4th to the^ 
19th inclusive. Part III. Thanksgiving, 5 verses ; 20— ^^» 
Fart IV. celebrates success in war; 18 verses; 25 — 42. 
Part V. the establishment of Messiah's kingdom." The 
following division of this magnificent Ode, however, is some- 
what difierent to the Bishop's arrangement. It contem- 
](dates David as speaking till the 26th verse (exclusive) ; and 
Messiah then taking up the divine strain : the subsequent 
language, it is conceived, being applicable, solely, to " the 
Holy One of God." The Psalm was vrritteri by David, 
after he had been delivered out of the hand of all his ene- 
mies : and out of the hand of Saul. Vide 2 Sam. xxii. 
where the Psalm itself occurs, vnth some variations. 

Jn this Psahn the Personages supposed to speak are^ the 
* PsaJm^ftyfrom v. \.to 20. Messiah, v. 20. (inclusive J 
to the end. 

1 I will love thee, O Lord, my strength ; the 
Lord is my stony rock, and my defence : my Sa- 
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viour^ my God, and my might, in whom I will 
trust; my buckler, the horn also of my salvation, 
and my refuge. 

2 I will call upon the Lord, which is worthy to 
be praised : so shall I be safe from mine enemies. 

3 The sorrows of death compassed me : and the 
oyeffloWings of ungodliness made me afraid. 

4 The pains of hell came about me : the snares 
vfL death overtook me. ^ * 

V 5; In my trouble I will call i^on thef Lord : and 

complain unto my God. ; 

•. 6 So shall he hear my voice out of his holy 

temple : and my complaint shall come before himi 

it shall enter even into his ears. 

^.u'i The earth trembled and quaked : the . very 

fdfUndations also of the hills shook, and were ret 

moved, because he was wroth. 

,. S There went a smoke out in his presence : and 

a. consuming fire out of his mouth, so that coals 

were kmdled at it. 

i 9 He bowed the heavens also, and came down t 

^^4 it was dark under his feet. 

10^ He rode upon the cherubims, and did fly ; 
Ije came fljring upon the wings of the wind. 

11 He made darkness his secret place ; his p^vi* 
lion round about him with dark water, and thick 
glpu^s to cover him. 

12 At the brightness of his presence his cloudsf 
removed : hail-stones, and coals of fire. 

13 The Lord also thundered out of heaven, and 
^e Highest gave his thunder : haiUstones, and 
coals of fire. ^ \ 
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14 He sent out his* arrows, and scattered them z 
)ie cast forth lightnings, and destroyed them.: - 

15 The springs of waters were seen, and the 
foundations of the Tound world were discovered, at 
thy chiding, O Lord : at the blasting of the breatb 
of thy displeasure, 

16 He shall send down from on high to fetch 
me : and shall take me out of many waters. 

17 He shall deliver me from my strongest 
^emy, and from them which hate me : for tliey 
are too mighty for me. , u 

• 18 They prevented me in the day of my tft)u- 
ble : but the Lord was my upholder. 

19 He brought me forth also into a place of 
liberty : he brou^t me forth, even because he had 
a'fevour Unto^me. 

20 The Lord shall reward me after my righteous 
dealings according to the cleanness of my hands 
shall he recompense me. . 

21 Because I have kept the ways of the Lord : 
and have not forsaken my Grod, as the wicked doth. 

22 For I have an eye unto all his laws : arid 
will not cast out his commandments from me. 

23 I was also uncorrupt before him: and es*» 
chewed mine own wickedness. 

24 Therefore shall the Lord reward me after 
my righteous deahng : and according unto the 
cleanness of my hands in his eye sight. 

25 With the holy thou shalt be holy : and with 
a perfect man thou shalt be perfect. 

•26 With the clean thou shalt be clean : andw^h 
the froward thou shalt learn frowardness. 
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r -27 For thou shalt save the people that are in 
adversity : and shalt bring down the high looks of 
the proud. 

: > 28 Thou also shalt light my candle : the Lord 
taj God shall make my darkness to be light. 

29 For in thee I shall discomfit an host of ment 
And ynth the help of my God I shall leap oVer the 
walL* ' :^ 

80 The way of God is an undefiled way: thq 
W(^ of the Lord also is tried in the £re; he is the 
defender of all them that put their trust in him^ 

81 For who is God, but the Lord : or who hath 
any strength, except our God ? 

' 82 It is God, that girdeth me with strength of 
war : and maketh my way perfect. 

33 He maketh my feet like harts' feet: aad 
setteth me up on high. 

r/ 34 He teacheth mine hands to fight: and mine 
arms shall break even a bow of steel. 

8a Thou hast given me the defence of thy sal- 
vation : thy right hand also shall hold me up, and 
thy loving correction shall make me great. 

36 Thou shalt make room enough under me £6i^ 
to go : that my footsteps shall not slide. 

37 I will follow upon mine enemies, and over- 
take them : neither will I turn again till I have 
destroyed them. 

38 I will smite them, that they shall not ba 
a-ble to stand : but fall under my feet. 

39 Thou hast girded me with strength unto the 
battle I thou shalt throw down mine enemies under 
me. 
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'^ i 40 Thou hast made mine enemies also to turn 

their back$ _upon me : and I shall destroy them 

that hate me. 

I 41 They sliall cry; but there shall be none to 

help them : yea, even imto the Lord shaH they cry, 

bat he shall not hear them. 

'- 42 I will beat them as small as the dust before 

the wind: I will cast them out as the clay in the 

fitreeJtiJ. 

43 Thou shalt deliver me from the strivings of 
the people : and thou shalt make me the head of 
the heathen. 

44 A people whbm I have not known : shall 
feerve me. 

45 As soon as they hear of me, they shall obey 
fne : but the strange children shall dissemble with 
me. . 
- 46 The strange children shall fail : and be afraid 
out of their prisons. 

'■ 47 The Lord liveth, and blessed be my strong 
helper : and praised be the God of my salvation. " 

48 Even the God that seeth that I be avenged : 
and subdueth the people unto me. 

49 It is he that dehvereth me from my cruel 
enemies> and setteth me up above mine adversa- 
ries : thou shalt rid me from the wicked man. 

50 For this cause will I give thanks unto thee, 
O Lord, among the Gentiles : and sing praises 
unto thy Name. 

' 51 Great prosperity giveth he unto his King: and 
i^eweth loving-kindness unto David his Anointed, 
and unto his seed for evermore. 
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Fer. 3. The sorrows.] Rather : " waves."— Bp. Law. This 
metaphoi faarynonizes with the succeeding one^ overflowings of 
ungodliness. 

Ver. 4, The pains of hell, 4*c.] Rather ; " cords of the grave 
inclosed me.** — Bp. Law. 

Ven 7. The earth trembled, ^.] In the whole range of lite- 
rary composition, sacred and profane, there is nothing more sub* 
lime„ than the description contained in this and the succeeding 
eigiht verses. Imagination has exhausted all her powers, and 
language all its resources, on the awful theme. — Ed. 

Ver. 8. A consuming fire, ^c] Rather : '' living coals pro* 
oeediog from his' mouth, burnt around him.** — Bp. Law. 
,. Vnr, \^. He sent out his arrows, ^c] Rather: " he sen^ 
forth bolts of fire, and made the heavens overflow : he shot forth 
his lightnings, and melted them :'* that is, the heavens. — Bp. 
Law. ' 

Ver. 1 8. They prevented.] Rather : " inclosed or surrounded me.**^ 

Fer. 26. With the froward, 4"C.] " With the perverse thou, 
w^t .wrestle and supplant him.** — Bp. Law. 

F&r. 29. Over the wall^ Alluding to the Jebusite garrison ii^ 
Jerusalem, which David took. 2 Sam. v. 7. — Bp. Law. 
. Fer. 33. Like harts* feet.] The hart, or antelope, is remark-^^ 
able among quadrupeds, for swiftness of foot. The same quality^ 
was highly esteemed among the ancients. The character of the 
soldier, or hero, would have been incomplete without . it. The 
Psalmist mentions it as one among the attributes which must' 
be combined to gain victory in the battle. ' 

. Fer. 34. Mine arms shall break even a bow of steel.] At^ 
evidence of extraordinary strength. It is related by Herodotus,> 
that when Cambyses sent spies into Ethiopia, the king of that 
country, suspecting their intentions, coolly observed to them; 
** when the Persians can easily draw such a bow as this, then let 
them invade the Ethiopians :** unstringing, at the same tim^^ his 
own vast bow, and handing it over to the strangers, to carry to 
dieir king. 

Ver. 50. This verse is quoted by St. Paul, Rom. xv. 9. ta 
piove that the Gentiles were one day to glorify God, for the 
mercy vouchsafed them through Jesus Christ. 
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THE FOURTH DAY OF THE MONTH. 



PSALM XIX. 

The sujBJECT of this most beautiful Psalin> is,-^nalili^ affdt 
graee : creation aud revelation : the instruction impaheS to 
inani hj the glories of the visible imiverse. The latter paJrC 
of this Psalm^ Bishop Home remarks, contains an enconuuiii 
6a the Word of God, ta which its properties are toume- 
i^ated: and a prayer bf the Psalmist, for pardoning and t^* 
straining grace, and for the acceptance of these, and all otheiF 
bis devotions and meditations* From a citation which St. 
Paul has made of the fourth verse, {Rom. x. 18.) it appears; 
that in the exposition of it, we are to raise our thoughts froriir 
things natural, to things spiritual; and are to contemplate, 
ihe publication of the Gospel, the manifestation of the Light 
of life, the Sun of righteousness, and the efficacy of the re^' 
vealed doctrine. In this view the ancient fathers have con- 
sidered the Psalm ; and the Church has, therefore, appointed 
it to be read on Christmas-day. 

In this Psahn David speaks throughout^ 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God : an4 
the firmament sheweth his handy-work, 

2 One day telleth another : and one night eer-f 
tifieth another. 
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-'- 3 There is neither speech nor language : but 
their voices are heard among them. 

4 Their sound is gone out into all lands : and( 
their words into the ends of the world. 

5 In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun : 
which cometh forth as a bridegroom out of his 
chamber, 9.nd rejoiceth as a giant to run his course^ 

6 It goeth forth from the uttermost part of the 
heaven, and runneth about unto the end of it again ; 
afidl&rae is nothing hid from the heat therec^. 

7 The law of the Lord is an undefiled law, con-» 
verging the soul : the testimony of the Lord is sure^ 
said giveth wisdom imto the siitiple. 

tuS^ .The statutes of the Lord are right, and arejoice 
tl^ f heart : the commandment of the Lord is pure> 
land giveth light imto the eyes; 

u9 Tbe fear of the Lord is clean, and endiu-eth 
for, ^ver :. the judgements of the Lord are true, an4 
righteous , altogether . 

^10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea> 
l^an much fine gold : sweeter also than honey, and 
the honey-comb. 

11 Moreover, by them is thy servant taught ; 
a-jod in keeping of them there is great reward* 

12 Who can tell how oft he offendeth : O cleanse 
thou me from my secret faults. 

13 Keep thy servant also from presumptuous 
sins, lest they get the dominion over me : so shaU 
I be undefiled, and innocent from the great offence. 

14 Let the words of my mouth, and the medita- 
tion of my heart : be alway acceptable in thy sight, 

15 O Lord : my strength, and my redeemer. 
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Very Iv The heavens declare^ ^c] The noble personifications 
in the first and second verses^ give great spirit and beauty to the 
opening of this Psalm. 

Ver. 3, 4. There is neither speech^ Sfc] 
** There is no speech, no words, 
' No voice of them is heard ; 

(Yet) their sound goes throughout the earth." — Bp, Horsley> 

Fer, 5, Which cometh forth as a bridegroomJ] The celebm? 
iion of marriage among the Jews, was attended with many c^e- 
inonies; and^ among the rest, 'with the pitching of a tent ii^ 
some open space. Into this, both bride and bridegroom were 
introduced, and there met, for the first time. As soon as the 
former was delivered into the hands of her future husbdnd^^the 
t^nt was thrown open, and the pair came out with pomp and 
gladness. The sparkling garments of the bridegroom, re^dsr 
the simile appropriate. 

' Ver. 7. The law of the Lord^ ^•c.] A peculiar grace and 
yariety are thrown into this Psalm, by the presentation of the 
same idea, under difierent and diversified aspects : the /aic7,.the 
testimony^ the statutes^ the commandments^ the fear^ and the 
judgments of the Lord, are all the same thing, — the eospreisior^ 
of his wilL which is to ' teach his scrvawfs.— Ed, 

Ver. 10. Sweeter also than honey ^ and the Aon^ -com 6.j T'he 
^^mist makes no distinction between the honey and the comb ; 
and with obvious propriety. For Dr. Halley observes, that ihe 
Moors 6f Barbary, esteem that honey most delicious, " whidi i^ 
in the comb, with the young bees in it, before they come out of 
their cases, whilst they still look milk white." 

Ver. 12. Secret faults."] Sins of ignorance and mfirmity which 
ktave escaped my observation and memory. 

Ver* 13. Presumptuous nns.] Sins committed against a pre<9 
sent sense of duty. 

Ibid. Great offence,] Thus preserved from secret faults, and 
presumptuous sms, I shall commit no great ofience. - 
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PSALM XX. 



CtotsI still Cftotttlators. 



< I 



» . ^ 

The SUBJECT of this Psahn, is, David*s commendation 
(when going to battle) of himself^ and his people, to th^ 
protection of Jehovah : and a declaration of confidence in 
the divine assistance. It seems to have been suncr in the 
sanctpary, previously to the marchj by David and the choii 
oILevites. > 

In this Pscdm^ the VEBSoiifAGi^ sig^posed to speak, are, 
the Choir o/^Levites, v. 1 to 4, inclusive: UAYWy from 
the beginning of v. 5, to the end of v. 8. David and 
Choib, v. 9. 

1 The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble : the 
name of the God of Jacob defend thee ; 

2 Send thee help from the sanctuary : an4 
strengthen thee out of Sion ; 

3 Remember all thy offerings : and accept thy 
burnt-sacrifice; 

4 Grant thee thy heart's desire: and frilfil^all 
thy mind. 

5 We will rejoice in thy salvation, and triumph 
in the name of the Lord our God : the Lord per-j 
form all thy petitions. 

6 Now know I, that the Lord helpeth Iri^ 
anointed, and will hear him from his holy heaven^ 
even with the wholesome streujgth of his right 
hand. ^ 
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7 Some put their trust in chariots, and ^me in 
horses : but we will remember the name of the 
Lord our God. 

8 They are brought down, and fallen : but we 
are risen, and stand upright. 

' 9 Save, Lord, and hear us, O King of heaven : 
when we call upon thee. 

* 

Ver, 7, 8. Some put their trusty ^c] See these Iwb vferses 
ireduced to the form ot the Antithetic Parallelism in the|HrBr 
ceding " Literary Character of the Book of Psalms." . . : j , 



« ' a • 
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9rop(ettcal an\s (Efifrotulatovfi* 

■ ■'..<-■ 

The SUBJECT of this fine Psalm, is, the exaltation and 

r 

triumph of Messiah ; and his .vengeance on his enemies. 
It h appointed to be read on Ascension Day. ^ 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 The king shall rejoice in thy strength, O 
Lord : exceeding glad shall he be of thy salvation. 

2 Thou hast given him his heart's desire : and 
hast not denied him the request of his lips. 

3 For thou shalt prevent him with the blessings 
of goodness : and shalt set a crown of pure gold 
upon his head. 

4 He asked life of thee, and thou gavest him a^ 
long life : even for ever and ever. 
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< &! (His honour is great in thy salvation: glory 
and great worship shalt thou lay upon him. 

6 For thou shalt give him everlasting felicity : 
and make ^ him glad with the joy of thy counte- 
nance. 

7 Arid why ?' because the king putteth his trust 
in the Lord : and in the mercy of the most Highest 
he shall not miscarry. 

'^ All thine enemies shall feel thy hand; thy 
right hand shall find out them that hate thee. 

9 Thou shalt make them like a fiery oven in 
time of thy wrath : the Lord shall destroy them in 
his displeasure, and the fire shall consume them. 

10 Their fruit shalt thou root out of the earth : 
and their seed from among the children of men. 

11 For they intended mischief against thee : and 
imagined such a device as they are not able to 
perform. 

12 Therefore shalt thou put them to flight : and 
the strings of thy bow shalt thou make ready 
against the face of them. 

13 Be thou exalted. Lord, in thine own strength: 
so will we sing, and praise thy power. 



< * 



' 'Yer, 3. Prevent him, Sfc] That is, thou shalt grant it to him, 
S^ftlre ht asks it of thee. The expression represents the Al- 
.mighty as coining Out to meset Messiah with blessings. 

F€f% 4. A. long life,] Bib. translation : " Length of days," 
compare Isaiah, liii. 10. *' When thou shall make his soul aa 
otferihg for sin ; he shall prolong his days'* 

Ver, 5. His honour is great, Sfc] Rather : " Great is his glory 
thr^tigh thy salvation ;" or divine favour and assistance. 
^ F^'. 9. Thou shalt make them, §-c.] Rather : ** Thou shalt 

£ 
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tnake thfcm like a furnace of fire, in the season of thy manifesta- 
tion." 

Yer. 11. For they intended mischief y 8fc.] Rather: " Truly 

they have aimed mischief at thee." 

Ver. 12. Therefore shalt thou put them to flight, S^c] Rather : 
<< Truly thou shalt make them a butt for thine arrows, 

Thou shalt take a steady am against them. — Bp. Horsley. 

This translation gives life and consistency to the composition. 

It continues the image of archery adopted in the 11th verse ; 

and contrasts the powerless and vain aim of the enemies, with 

the certain and destructive aim of Messiah. 



IDSb^ning Vvaviev. 



PSALM XXII. 

9ro9)ettraI. 

The SUBJECT of this awful Psalm, (one of those appointed 
for Good Friday) is, the humiliation and sufferings ; the 
exaltation and triumph ; of the Saviour of the world. Jesus 
Christ appropriated it to himself, when he pathetically 
exclaimed from the cross ; " My God, My God, why hast 
thou forsaken me ?'* Matt, xxvii. 46. Bishop Horsley has, 
judiciously, divided this Psalm into two parts: the first, 
containing the address of Messiah to God ; the second, the 
acknowledgment of that address having been heard and 
granted. 

In this Psalm the Personage supposed to speak is Mes- 
siah. The first part is continued to the nddcUe qfthe 
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2lsi. verse. The second part commences with the words 
" Thou hast heard me from among the horns of the 



unicorns.'' 



1 My God, my God, look upon me ; why hast 
thou forsaken, me : and art so far from my health, 
and from the words of my complaint ? 

2 O my God, I cry in the day-time, but thou 
hearest not : and in the night-season also I take 
no rest. 

3 And thou continuest holy: O thou worship 
of Israel. 

s 4 Our fathers hoped in thee : they trusted in 
thee, and thou didst deliver them. 

5 They called upon thee, and were holpen ; 
they put their trust in thee, and were not con- 
founded. 

: 6 But as for me, I am a worm, and no man : 
a very scorn of men, and the outcast of the people, 
> ? J^ they that see me laugh me to scorn: 
they shoot out their Ups, and shake their heads> 
saying, 

. & He trusted in God, that he would deliver him : 
let him deliver him, if he will have him. 
: ;;9 But thou art he that took me out of my mo» 
l^e^'s womb : thou wast my hope, when I hanged 
y.et upon my mother's breasts, 
,10 1 have been left xmto thee ever since I was 
bom : thou art my God even from my mother^s 

womb. 

11 O go not from me, for trouble is hard at 
hand : and there is none to help me. 

E 2 
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12 Many oxen are come about me : fat bulk of 
Basan close me in on every side. 

13 They gape upon me with their mouths : as 
it were a ramping and a roaring lion. 

14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones 
are out of joint : my heart also in the midst of my 
body is even hke melting wax. 

' 15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, aiid 
my tongue cleaveth to my gums : and thou shalt 
bring me into the dust of death. 

16 For many dogs are come about me : and the 
council of the wicked layeth siege against me. 

17 They pierce my hands and my feet} I riiay 
tell all my bones : they stand staring and looking 
iipon me. 

18 They part my garments among them : And 
cast lots upon my vesture. 

19 But be not thou far from me, O Lord : thou 
art my succour; haste thee to help me. 

20 Deliver my soul from the sword : my darKng 
from the power of the dog. ^ 

21 Save me from the lion's mouth : thou hast 
heard me also from among the horns of the uni- 
corns. 

'22 I will declare thy name unto my brethren : 
in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee^ 

23 O praise the Lord, ye that fear him : mag*- 
hify him, all ye of the seed of Jacob, and fear him, 
all ye seed of Israel ; 

24 For he hath not despised, nor abhorred, the 
low estate of the poor : he hath not hid his face 
from him, but when he called unto him he heard him: 
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25 My praise is of thee in the great congrega* 
tion : my vows will I perform in the sight of them 
that fear him. 

26 The poor shall eat, and be satisfied : they 
that seek after the Lord shall praise him ; your 
heart shall live for ever. 

27 All the ends of the world shall remembeif 
themselves, and be tmrned unto the Lord : and all 
^^idikindreds of the nations shall worship before hinv 

28 For the kingdom is the Lord's : and he is 
the governor among the people, 

29 All such as be fat upon earth : have eaten, 
and AT orshipped, 

, SO All they that go down into the dust shall 
kneel before him : and no man hath quickened his 
own soul» 

31 My seed shall serve him: they shall be 
counted unto the Lord for a generation. 

32 They shall come, and the heavens shall dci- 
^lare his righteousness : unto a people that shall 
be bom, whom the Lord hath made. 

Psalm XXII. Huet tells us in his Demon. Evangel, that 
this: Psalm is referred by the Jews to Messiah, in their Mischna 
Tehillim ; and the Talmud of the Sanhedrim. Prop. vii. 

Vei'. 1 . My God, my God, SfcJ] When our blessed Lord uttered 
this afiectmg ejaculation from the cross, the feeling which sug- 
^sted it, seems to have been that of the most perfect benevolence 
— an anxious desire to direct the attention of the misguided 
wretches who surrounded him, to a portion of their own sacred 
writings, which circumstantially predicted the very tragedy, 
wherein themselves were actors : and to furnish believers in after 
times, with a convincing proof, that it was he who " was spoken 
of by the prophets ;" and that it was ordained from everlasting, 



y 
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that " Christ ought to suffer these things, and to enter into his 
glory." See my " Sunday Evening Discourses for Households." 
VII. p. 112. It is the opinion of the learned author of the History 
of the Jews, in the Universal History; that our blessed Saviour 
repeated the whole of this Psalm, while hanging on the cross: 
Vol. X. p. 603. Note D. 

Ver. 2. The words of my complaint] The prayer which 
jOur blessed Lord offered up in the garden of Gethsemane : Luke 
xxii. 44. See also Hebrews v. 7. 

Ver^ 6. A worm,'] Rather a scarlet worm, in allusion to the 
red heifer, Numb, xix. 2. The sense of the metaphor is, 
** I bear the punishment, though I am free from the sin/* — 
Bp. Law. 

Ver. 12. Many oxen are come about me, Sfc] This is figura- 
*tive language ; the cattle bred in the rich Vales of Palestine were 
large and fierce ; and the cruel, haughty, and powerful Scribes, 
Chief Priests, and Sadducees of the Jews, are here pointed out, 
as similar to these ferocious animals, in their attributes. 

Ver. 15. My tongue cleaveth to my gums*] A vivid description 
of a person in extreme torture : which produces intolerable parch- 
ing thirst. The reference to our blessed Lord, hanging in agony 
on the cross, is too striking to be overlooked. Indeed every 
image points out unequivocally " Christ crucified." 

Ver, 16. Many rfogrs.] That is, the Roman soldiers, and other 
Gentiles, who surrounded the cross. 

Ver. 24. For he hath not despised, Sfc.'] The poor and af- 
flicted brethren of Christ may take comfort from this verse ; 
for, if they suffer in his spirit, they shall be raised in his glory. 

Ver, 27. All the ends of the world, Sfc] This is a prediction 
of the universal calling of the Gentiles. 

Ver. 29. All such as be fat, Sfc] The sense of the four last 
verses of this Psalm is obscure. Bishop Horsley, (agreeing with, 
or following Fenwick, and Bishop Lowth,) has thus translated 
them: 

'' All whom earth sustains, eat and bow themselves down ; 
Before him shall kneel all that sink into dust. 
Both my soul shall live to him. 
And my seed shall serve him. 
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It shall be counted to the Lord for a generation. 
They shall come and declare his righteousness, 
Unto a people to be begotten ; for he hath done it.*' 
Begotten ; by the word — ^bom again ; of water and the spirit. 



PSALM XXIIL 

(Efifratttlatsn^. 



The SUBJECT of this delightfiil Psalm, is, the abundant 
mercy, tenderness, and providential goodness of God : and 
David's determination to dedicate himself to the service of 
the Eternal Shepherd. It seems to have been written by 
the Psalmist, in the spirit of heart-felt gratitude, on his 
having been rescued by God, from some great danger or 
cUstress. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 The Lord is my shepherd : therefore can I 
lack nothing. 

2 He shall feed me in a green pasture : and 
lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. 

3 He shall convert my soul : and bring me forth 
in the paths of righteousness, for his Name's sake. 

4 Yea, though I. walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for thou art 
with me ; thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 

5 Thou shalt prepare a table before me against 
them that trouble me : thou hast anointed my 
head with oil, and my cup shall be foil. 

6 But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall folr 
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low me all the days of my life : and I will dwell in 
the house of the Lord for ever. 

Psalm XXIII. The wonderful range, as well as powers, of 
David*s genius, are strikingly displayed, by contrasting this sweet 
composition with the former part of the 18th Psalm. Here, all 
is softness, tenderness, and delicacy ; there, all majesty, fire, and 
force. The one is the gentle murmur of the evening breeze : the 
other, the awful uproar of elemental convulsion. — Ed. 

Ver, 3. For his Name*s sake^l That is, " out of his free 
mercy ; for the glorification of his name." 

Veu 5. Thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup 
ihall be full,] An expression denoting the particular favour of 
Providence towards him. A practice observed at this day in the 
East, well illustrates this verse. The entertainer frequently 
anoints his visitors with some precious perfume; and presents 
them with a cup or glass of choice wine, filled till it overflows 
the brim. Captain James Wilson, in his Memoirs by Griffin, 
tells us, that in a visit he paid to a rich Indian, '^ the gentleman 
poured upon my hands and arms, a delightful odoriferous per- 
fttme ; put a golden cup into my hands ; and poured wine into 
it, until it run over.'^ 



THE FIFTH DAY OF THE MONTH, 



ifttotitiitg ^vavev. 



PSALM XXIV. 

Ctoral attH UBitiattit. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, (which is appointed to be 
read on Ascension Day) is thus described by Bishop Home, 



MORN.] PSALM XXIY. 67 

from Lowth. ^* The Ark of God is supposed to be moving, 
in a grand.and solemn procession^ of the whole Israelitish 
nation^ towards the place of its future residence on Mount 
Sion. See 1 Chron. xv. On ascending the mountain^ the 
Psalm is sung^ declaring (v. 1, 2.) the sovereignty of Jeho- 
vah over all the earth; describing (3 to 6.) what the cha* 
racter ought to be of that people^ whom he had more pecu- 
liarly selected to serve him in the house where his glory 
was to dwell, and of which (7 to 10) it was now about to 
take possession.'* Bishop Horsley, adopting the idea of its 
CHORAL character, has cast the Psalm into parts : an 
arrangement followed, with some slight alterations, in the 
ensuing distribution of characters. 

Jn this Psahn the Personages stqtpased to speak, arCy 
Chorus o/'Levites, v. 1, 2, 3. David, v. 3. Semi-cho- 
Rus, V. 4, 5. Chorus, v. 6. Semi-chorus, v. 7. David, 
V, 8. " who is the King of Glory ?" Chorus : " it is the 
Lord strong and mighty, even the Lord mighty in batde.** 
Semi-chorus, v. 9. David : " who is the King of Glory ?** 
Chorus : " even the Lord of Hosts, he is the King of 
Glory." 

1 The earth is the Lord's, and all that therein 
is : the compass of the world, and they that dwell 
therein. 

2 For he hath founded it upon the seas : and 
prepared it upon the floods. 

3 Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord : 
or who shall rise up in his holy place ? 

4 Even he that hath clean hands, and a pure 
heart : and that hath not lift up his mind unto 
vanity, nor sworn to deceive his neighbour. 
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5 He shall receive the blessing from the Lord : 
and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

6 This is the generation of them that seek him : 
even of them that seek thy face, O Jacob/ 

7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift 
up, ye everlasting doors : and the King of glory 
shall come in. 

8 Who is the King of glory : it is the Lord 
strong and mighty, even the Lord mighty in battle. 

9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift 
up, ye everlasting doors : and the King of glory 
shall come in. 

10 Who is the King of glory : even the Lord of 
hosts, he is the King of glory. 

Ver, 2, Founded it upon the seasJ] The earth, together with 
the sea, or whole terraqueous globe, is, indeed, as Job expresses 
it, " hanged upon nothing :** xxv. 7. as being sustained only by 
the myisible hand of God : but the meaning here is ; " that God 
hath settled the earth so firmly, that though the seas rage and 
swell against it, they shall not overwhelm it/' 

Ver, 4. Even he that hath clean hands, ^-c] In what an 
iBxalted point of view, does this verse place the pure morality 
required in Jehovah's worshippers, when compared with the qua- 
lities and services which were supposed to render the Heathen 
devotees, acceptable with their false and abominable idols. While 
rites and ceremonies of the most senseless and impure descrip- 
tion ; actions bloody and inhuman ; and sentiments which accorded 
^ith both, were the passports to the favour of the gods of Ca- 
naanitish, and even of classical mythology ; the Jew was taught, 
that nothing but external rectitude, and inward purity, could 
render him worthy to " rise up in God's holy place ;" to expect 
his " blessing ;'* or hope for his " salvation." It is one of the 
most prbminent truths of the Christian dispensation, that the 
i^mie cleanness of hands, and pureness of heart, are essentially 
necessary in every worshipper under the covenant of the Gosp^ 
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Ver. 5. RighteQuiTM%i^ That is, " mercy/* 

Vet. 10. The Lord of Hosts.] Literally, " Jehovah of Hosts :T 
he who is the principle and foundation of existence, to the whole 
assemblag^of created beings. 



PSALM XXV. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is, prayer for help and direc- 
tion against spiritual enemies; and for pardon upon the 
sins of youth : an enumeration of those graces which are 
acceptable with God: an earnest supplication for mercy, 
spiritual guidance, and deliverance, 

k 

A 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

» 

1 Unto thee, O Lord, will I lift up my soul ; 
my. God, I have put my trust in thee : O let me 
Xiot be confounded, neither let mine enemies tri- 
umph over me. 

2 For all they that hope in thee shall not be 
ashamed : but such as transgress without a cause 
shall be put to confusion. 

3 Shew me thy ways, O Lord : and teach me 
thy paths. 

4 Lead me forth in thy truth, and learn me : 
for thou art the God of my salvation ; in thee hath 
been my hope all the day long. 

5 Call to remembrance, O Lord, thy tender 
mercies : and thy loving-kindnesses, which have 
been ever of old. 



60 PSALM XXV. [DAY 5. 

6 O remember not the sins and offences of my 
youth : but according to thy mercy think thou 
upon me, O Lord, for thy goodness. 

7 Gracious and righteous is the Lord: there- 
fore will he teach sinners in the way. 

8 Them that are meek shall he guide in judge- 
ment : and such as are gentle, them shall he lean^ 
his way. 

9 All the paths of the Lord are mercy a^d 
truth: unto such as keep his covenant, and his 
testimonies. 

10 For thy Name's sake, O Lord : be mercin^^ 
unto my sin, for it is great. . 

1 1 What man is he, that feareth the Lord : him 
shall he teach in the way that he shall choose. 

12 His soul shall dwell at ease : and his seed 
shall inherit the land. 

13 The secret of the Lord is among them that 
fear him : and he will shew them his covenant. 

14 Mine eyes are ever looking unto the Lord t 
for he shall pluck my feet out of the net. 

15 Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon 
me : for I am desolate, and in misery. 

16 The sorrows of my heart are enlarged : O 
bring thou me out of my troubles. 

17 Look upon my adversity and misery : and 
forgive me all my sin. 

18 Consider mine enemies, how many they are t 
and they bear a tyrannous hate against me. 

19 O keep my soul, and deliver me : let me 
not be confounded, for I have put my trust in 
thee. 
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20 Let perfectness and righteous dealing wait 
upon me : for my hope hath been in thee. 

21 Deliver Israel, O God : out of all his trou- 
bles. 

.yet* 2. Bui such as transgress, §*c.] Rather: " The revol- 
ters to vanity (that is, idolaters and infidels) shall be brought to 
iwaine." 

Ver, 4, Lead me forth in thy truth."] That is, " instruct me 
ib4iby word^ which is truth J* See John xvii..l7. and 3 John 3. 
yijbii* iLearnme.] i.e. teach me. 

Ver, 12. Dwell at ease."] Rather: ** rest in bliss." 
, JP«r« 13. The secret of the Lord.l The silent infusions of his 
ftoly Spirit: the consolations and strength which he secretly 
pours into the soul of the good man, who humbly strives to do 
hiirWilL^ED. 

Fer, 16. The sorrows of my heart are enlarged.] A stroi^ 
eacpression of deep remorse. Infinitely precious to believers is 
the whole Book of Psalms. Excellent as they are in themselves, 
and sanctioned as they have been by the frequent appeals of our 
bA<essed Lord to them, their study is indispensable to those who 
would learn ** the way of righteousness ;" since they exhibit 
pif ty< uiider every form, and suggest devotions for every occasion. 
But though their usefulness be unlimited^ and their beauty unqua- 
lified ; yet their greatest utility, and fairest feature, are to be 
found in the penitential devotion which they contain — in the sen- 
timents they suggest, the forms they offer, and the means they 
jidint out to the stnwer, for obtaining mercy and pardon, accept- 
ance and reconciliation, from his insulted and offended God. — 

Ver. 20, Let perfectness, Sfc] The Bible translation is here 
preferable, " Let integrity and uprightness preserve me." 



I 
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PSALM XXVI. 

» 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is, an appeal to God for his 
just and righteous verdict, on David's innocence, with re- 
spect to some crime which had been laid to his charge. It 
is believed to have been composed while David Was con- 
cealing himself from the rage and persecution of Saul. Bi- 
shop Horsley has the following remark on this Psalm and 
Jhe succeeding one, the 27th — ** Dr. Kennicott divides the 
g7th Psalm into two ; considering the first six verses, an3 
^he last eight, as two different songs. I join the first six 
.verses of the 27th to the preceding Psalm : and agree with 
Dr. Kennicott, that the last eight verses make of them* 
selves an entire song." 

< In this Psalm David ^eaks thrtmghotd. 

. 1 Be thou my judge, O Lord, for I have walked 

innocently : my trust hath been also in the Lord, 

therefore shall I not fall. 

. 2 Examine me, O Lord, and prove me : try out 

my reins and my heart. 

- 3 For thy loving-kindness is ever before mine 

eyes : and I will walk in thy truth. 

'" 4 I have not dwelt with vain persons : neither 

will I have fellowship with the deceitful. 

5 I have hated the congregation of the wicked : 
and will not sit among the ungodly. 

6 I will wash my hands in innocency, O Lord : 
and so will I go to thine altar ; 

8 
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7 That I may shew the voice of thanksgivmg : 
and tell of all thy wondrous works. 

8 Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy house : 
and the place where thine honour dwelleth, 

9 O shut not up my soul with the sinners : nor 
my life with the blood-thirsty ; 

10 In whose hands is wickedness : and their 
right hand is fuU of gifts, 

.11 But as for me, I will walk innocently : O de- 
liver m^, and be merciful unto me, 

12 My foot standeth right : I will praise the 
iiOrd in the congregations. 

Fer. 1. Be thou my judge, Lord.] David prays in another 
Psalm, that " God would not enjter into judgment with him :^ 
czliiL 2. but, he here requests, that God would judge him, in re* 
spect to the unjust persecution of his enemies, which he was con- 
scious he did not deserve from them. 

Fer. 2. Try out my reins.] This expression, in Scripture 
language, means the seat of the affections : the mind. 

Fer. 6. / will wash my hands, Sfc] It was the practice of 
the Jewish priests, to go round the altar, when they laid the sa- 
crifice upon it, and bound it to the horns of the altar at the four 
comers, and there to sprinkle, and pour' out, the blood; pre- 
viously to which ceremonies, they invariably washed their hands* 
That it was customary for " the congregation of the people,*' 
to encircle the altar, is clear from Psalm vii. 7. 

Fer. 8. The place, ^c] That is, the tabernacle, where were 
the ark, the oracle, and the Shechinah, or visible manifestation of 
God*s glory. 

Fer. 10. In whose hands, Sfc] Rather: 

" With those> who have ever some plot in their hands. 
And their right hand is full of bribes." 

Ver. 1 2. My foot standeth right.] Rather : " upon even 
ground :" on the firm level of religious obedience. 
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PSALM XXVII. V 

Ifirtrahilfftorfi anil i^uiiyUeatovK. < '.. ft ij 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ (to the sevent'h verse inciiit 
sive), is so similar to that of the preceding tsalm/ as ren- 
ders Dr. Kennicotf s idea of their dislocation from that 
Fsalm exceedingly probable. From the seventh Terse', it 
expresses earnest prayer for support and protection — a pro-' 
fession of faith, and its mighty power and comfort in afflic- 
tion; and finishes with an exhortation to patience*. ^ ^ / 

In this Psahn David speaks ihroughouti ^^ '^^i- 

1 The Lord is my light, and my salvatfon;} 
whom then shall I fear : the Lord is the sttength 
of my life ; of whom then shall I be afraid ?. i \ :u 

2 When the Mocked, even mine- enemies, -^d 
my foes, cam^ upon me to eat up my flesh : th$jj:^ 
stumbled and fell. . • q : 

3 :Though 9<n host of men were laid against ine, 
yi^jt shall not my heart be afraid : and though thardt 
Tose up war against me, yet will I put my trust in ; 
him. f 

4 One thing have I desired of the Lord, whicli 
I will require : even that I may dwell in the hou30t 
of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the 
fair beauty of the Lord, and to visit his temple. 

5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me ip 
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his tabernacle ; yea^ in the secret place of his 
dwelling shall he bide me^ aad.set me up upon A 
rock of stone. 

6 And now shall he lift up mine head : above 
mine enemies round about me* 

7 Therefore will I offer in his dwelling an Obla^ 
tion with great gladness : I Will sing^ and speak 
pi^aises unto the Lord. 

8 Hearken unto my voice, O Lord, when I cry 
unto thee : have mercy upon me, and hear me. . 
^ 9 My heart hath talked of thiee, seek ye my 
mce : thy face. Lord, will I seek. 

; lO* O hide not thou thy face from ine : lior cast 
thy servant away in displeasure. 
"11 Thou hast been my succour : leave me not> 
neither forsake me, O God of my salvation* 
; 12 When my father and my mother forsake me t 
the ' Lord taketh me up. 

"13 Teach me thy way, O Lord : and lead me 
in the right way, because of mine enemies* 
' '14 Deliver me not over into the will of mine 
adversaries : for there are false witnesses risen up 
against me> and such as speak wrong. 

16 1 should utterly have fainted : but that 1 be* 
lieve Verily to see the goodftete of the Lord in the 
land of the living. 

16 O tarry thou the Ldrd^s leisure : be strong, 
ahd he ^hall comfort thitie heart; and put' thou 
thy triist in the Lord. 

' V&r. 2. To eat up rny Jtesh.] A stlpong figurative phmsei 
expressive of thd m&lice tfnd fury of the wicked. . 
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: ' Fer.,3, Zaui ajfc^mst fne.J Rather, as in the Bible : ** en» 
camped." 

Fer. 4. Require,] Rather : " seek after." Bib. Trans. 

Fer, 5, For in the time of trouble, ^c] Riather : 
• '^ Truly he will hide me in his pavilion in the evil day ; 
He will keep me in the recess of his tabernacle ; 
He will set me high upon a rock." 
, F^er. 9. My heart ^^^^ talked, ^-c] This yersei unintelli'* 
gible as it stands tere, is thus given by Archbishop Secier : 
" To thee, my heart, God hath said, * Seek ye iny face.' Thfe 
t^salmist catches at the idea, and says, ' Thyiace, Lord, will I 
seek.'" 

FeTp 10, N^or Qo^t thy servant away, §*c,] Ratbet: '* Turn 
not away in anger from thy servant." 

Fer^ 15. / should utterly have fainted.] These words were 
Introduced by the translators to fill up the original, which leaves 
the sense suspended and imperfect. This omissicm in po^cal 
composition, called by rhetoricians aposiopesi$f Was not unfi^- 
quent an^ong the ancient poets; particularly with the writers 
of the scriptural lyrics. It was considered as a beauty in dic^ 
tion ; and, indeed, well expresses the abrupt and interrupted 
language of strong ^motion. 

Ver, 16. O tarry thou, ^c] Rather: ' 

" Expect Jehovah : 

Take courage and let thine heart be firm : 
^ And expect Jehovah." 



PSALM XXVIIL 



The SUBJECT ofthisPsalmi is^ earnest supplication for 
mercy and pardon, offered up un^er strong convictions of 
sin, and circumstances of personal distress. Prophetic ni- 
dations of the punishment of David's enemies; and a de* 
claration of his own trust and c<mfidence in God. 
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In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 Unto thee will 1 cry, O Lord my strength : 
think no scorn of me ; lest, if thou make as though 
thou hearest not, I become hke them that go down 
into the pit. 

2 Hear the voice of my humble petitions, when 
I cry unto thee : when I hold up my hands towards 
the mercy-seat of thy holy temple. 

: 3 O pluck me not away, neither destroy me 
with the ungodly and wicked doers : which speak 
friendly to their neighbours, but imagine mischief 
in their hearts. 

c 4 Reward them according to their deeds : and 
according to the vnckedness of their own inventions. 

5 Recompence them after the work of their 
hands : pay them that they have deserved. 

6 For they regard not in their mind the works 
of the Lord, nor the operation of his hands : there- 
fore shall he break them down, and not build 
them up. 

7 Praised be the Lord : for he hath heard the 
voice of my humble petitions. 

8 The Lord is my strength, and my shield ; my 
heart hath trusted in him, and I am helped : there- 
fore, my heart danceth for joy, and in my songvnll 
I praise him. 

9 The Lord is my strength: and he is the 
wholesome defence of his anointed. 

; 10 O save thy people, and give thy blessing unto 

thine inheritance : feed them, and set them up for 
ever. 

F 2 
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Fer. 2. Wh§n I hpld up my hands^ ^c] This was a gesture 
observed by the Jews when they prayed ; but, it was with ex- 
panded, not joined hands. Tertullian informs us, that tlie pri- 
mitive Christians prayed in a similar manner : " they stood, and 
directed their eyes towards heaven, with expanded hands.*' 

yer, 4. Reward them, ^c] As the. genius of the Hebrew 
language admits the substitution of the imperative for the future, 
and, vice versei, so it should seem to be right, to connect 2i future, 
6r predictive signification, with all these execratory portions of 
the Psalms. The sense would then be : " God shall or wilt re- 
ward them," &c. ^ 
r Ver. 6. Not huild them upJ] This comparison to a building 
thrown down, is found in ancient authors: Merrick^ has quoted 
it fine passage to that effect from Plautus. 

Ver. 9. Wholesome defence.'] Rather, as in the Bible; 
** Saving strength." 

Ver: 10. Feed thent.] A beautiful allusion to pastoral life ; 
*^ ten4 and pasture, them, as a shepherd does his flock.", •; 



PSALM XXIX, 



Bebotional atiTr 29e$(rtpttbe. 



The SUBJECT of this P^salm, is > a celebration of the ho^ 
noiir^ majesty, and might of the Most High: written by 
David, probably, after !^ome tremendous tempest, from the 
effects of which, he and his people had been protected. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 Bring unto the Lord, O ye mighty, bring 
young rams unto the Lord : ascribe unto the Lord 
worship and strength. 
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2 Give the Lord the honour due unto his name : 
worship the Lord with holy worship. 

3 It is the Lord, that commandeth the waters : 
it is the glorious God, that maketh the thunder. 

.;. 4 It is the Lord, that ruleth the sea; the voice 
<rf the Lord is mighty in operation : the voice of 
the Lord is a glorious voice. 

5 The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedar 
trees: yea, the Lord breaketh the cedars of Li- 
banus. 

' 6 He maketh them also to skip like a calf : Li- 
banus also, and Sirion, like a young unicorn. 

7 The voice of the Lord divideth the flames 
of fire ; the voice of the Lord shaketh the wilder- 
ness : yea, the Lord shaketh the wilderness of 
Cades. 

8 The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to 
bring forth young, and discovereth the thick bushes : 
in his temple doth every man speak of his honour. 

9 The Lord sitteth above the water-flood : and 
the Lord remaineth a King for ever. 

10 The Lord shall give strength unto his people : 
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

. - Psalm XXIX.] The vivid sketch of Jehovah's omnipotence^ 
in this Psalm, is very sublime ; but the spirit of the original does 
not, seem to.b^ exactly caught in the Prayer-book version. 
* Ver. 1 . Bring young rams, ^c] Bp. Horsley has this trans- 
lation of the five first verses : 

1 *^ Ascribe unto Jehovah, O ye sons of Idolatry, 
Ascribe unto Jehovah, glory and might. 
. 2 Ascribe unto Jehovah, the glory of his name, 

^ Prostrate yourselves before Jehovah, in the pomp of holi- 
ness. , *, -^^ 
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3 The Yoioe of Jehovah over the watery! 
The God of glory gives his thunder, 
Jehovah over mighty waters ! 

4 The voice of Jehovah, in all its force ! 
The voice of Jehovah, in all its majesty !" 

Veri 6. Libanus*] Libanon and Sirion, mountains of Judea. 

Ver. 7. Divideth the flames of flre,] Produces the forked 
lightning. Cades, or Kadish, was the vast desert in Arabia, ia 
which the Israelites wandered for many years. It was also called 
the wilderness of" Zin,*' 

Fer, 8. Maketh the hinds to bring forth ^oung."] Rather, as 
Bishop Lowth proposes, (and Bishop Home adopts) : " make$ 
the oaks to tremble ; and discovereth" (the interior of) *^ the 
forests." 



THE SIXTH DAY OF THE MONTH. 



PSALM XXX- 

ftamliators. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, thanksgiving on recover- 
ing from dangerous sickness : a comparison between tem- 
porary sufferings and eternal revirards : a description of the 
PsaLnist*s former prosperity^ succeeded by affliction ; and of 
the supplications v^hich he poured forth to tho AlmiglUy in 
the day of distress : a oelebraticm of his deliverance : and 
praises to God for the same. It is supposed to have been 
written by David^ on his re-visiting the sanctuaryi after his 
recovery. 
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In this PsaJm Datid speaks throughout. 

1 I will magnify thee, O Lord, for thou hast sel; 
me up : and not made my foes to triimiph over 
me. 

2 O Lord my God, I cried unto thee : and thotf 
hast healed me. 

3 Thou, Lord, hast brought my soul out of hell: 
thou hast kept my life from them that go down 
to the pit, 

4 Sing praises unto the Lord, O ye saints oi 
his : and give thianks unto him for a Remembrance 
of his holiness. \ 

5 For his wrath endureth but the twinkling of 
an eye, and in his pleasure is life : heaviness may. 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning/ 

6 And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be 
reinoved : thou. Lord, of thy goodness hadst made 
my hill so strong. 

7 Thou didst turn thy face from me : and I was 
troubled. 

8 Then cried I unto thee, O Lord : and gat me 
to my Lord right humbly. 

9 What profit is there in my blood : when I go. 
down to the pit ? 

10 Shall the dust give thanks unto thee : or shall 
it declare thy truth ? 

11 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me : 
Lord, be thou my helper. 

12 Thou hast turned my heaviness ^ into joy : 
thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with 
gladness. 
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13 Therefore shall every good man sing of thy 
praise without ceasing : O my God, I will give 
thanks unto thee for ever. 

» - 

Ver. 3. Soul out of helL] The meaning is : thou hast pro-t 
vent^ the sickness from being fatal, and kept my life from the 
grave : the remaining half of the verse, is a repetition of the sam^ 
idea ; . after the pleonastic manner of the Hebrew poetry. See 
remarks on the literary character of the Psalms. 
- Ver, 5. For his wrath, S^e.} The images employed in this 
verse are, in the highest degree, appropriate, affectipg, and de-* 
]|ightful :* the duration of the divine displeasure is compared to a 
muscular mptioiii absolutely instantaneous : the pleasure (or ^^^ 
ceptance and approbation of God) is pointed out, as forming the 
very principle of life in the soul of man : and tlie blessedness of a 
change from sorrow and despondency to religious hope,' trust,* and 
joy, is strikingly suggested . to^the miiid, by the contrast of the 
night and morning : of utter darkness ^d glowing light— rE^., . 

V^f9. ,Whqt^ profit is there^'Sfc] That is, what service q$.n I 
o^er, what obedienc^ can I s^ew t<5 thee, when I am dead ? The 
principal motive for which &avid 'wished to live, was, that he 
inight praise God. See Psalm cxix. 175./ "^. 

J FcA 12. Put off my sachcUkih,] The Hebrews, intheset^on 
of mourning, were accustomed to gird themselves with sackcloth* 
l^ee 2 Sam> iii. 3. Joel L 13. Isaiah xxxii. 11. .When the clause 
of mourning ceased, they resumed their customary attire. The 
girding with gladness ; means the assumption of gay and spleil-i 
^id garments suited to a time of great rejoicing, 
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PSALM XXXI. 



' J 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ (the 6th verse of which is 
quoted by our blessed Lord^ expiring on the cross, Luk» 
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xxiiL 46.) is; pathetic supplication for deliverance froin.af^ 
fliction: alternate gratulation; petition; and representation 
of distress : expressions of trust in the divine mercy : and 
exhortations to the righteous^ to courage and perseverancej 
under their troubles in'the world. 



In this Psalm Messiah is supposed to speak throughout^ ^ 

;. 1 In thecj O Lord, have I put my trust : let mg 
never be put to confiision, deliver me in thy rightet^ 
pusness. 

2 Bow. down thine ear to me : make haste to^ 
deliver me. 
-'3 And be thou my strong rock, and house of 

defence : that thou mavest save me. » 

• ■ .... ^ . ff 

4 For thou art my strong rock, and my castle ; 
be; thou also my guide, and lead me for thy Name's 
sake. ; 

. 5 Draw me out of the net, that they have laid 
privily for me : for thou art my strength. 

6 Into thy hands I commend my spirit : fo^ 
thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of 
truth. 

: 7 I have hated them that hold of superstitious 
vanities : and my trust hath been in the Lord. [ 

8 I will be glad, and rejoice in thy mercy: fpi; 
thou hast considered my trouble,' and hast known 
my soul in adversities. 

9 Thou hast not shut me up into the hand of 
the enemy : but hast set my feet in a large room. 
^,10 Have mercy upon me, 0, Lordyfor I am in 
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trouble : and imhe eye is consumied for v^ry heavi^ 
ness ; yea, my soul and my body. 

11 For my life is waxen old with heaviness : and 
my years with mourning. 

12 My strength faileth me, because of mine 
iniquity : and my bones are consumed. 

13 I became a reproof among all mine enemies, 
but especially among my neighbours : and they of 
mine acquaintance were afraid of me ; and they 
that did see me without conveyed themselves from 
me. 

14 I am clean forgotten, as a dead man out of 
mind : I am become like a broken vessel. 

15 For I have heard the blasphemy of t^e mui- 
titude : and fear is on every side, while they con- 
spire together against me, and take their coimsel 
to take away my life. 

16 But my hope hath been in thee, O Lord : I 
have said. Thou art my God. 

17 My time is in thy hand ; deliver me from the 
hand of mine enemies : and from them that perse-! 
€ute-me. 

18 Shew thy servant the light of thy coimte- 
nance : and save me for thy mercy's sake. 

19 Let me not be confounded, O Lord, for I 
have called upon thee : let the migodly be put to 
confusion, and be put to silence in the grave. 

20 Let the lying lips be put to silence : whicli 
cruelly, disdainfully, and despitefuUy, speak against 
the righteous. 

21 O how plentiful is thy goodness, which thou 
Iiast laid up for them that fear thee : and that thou 
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hast prepared for them that put their trust in thee^ 
even before the sons of men ! 

22 Thou shalt hide them privily by thine own 
presence from the proVbking of all men : thou shalt 
keep them secretly in thy tabemade from the strife 
of tongues. 

23 Thanks be to the Lord : for he hath shewed 
me marvellous great kindness in a strong city. 

24 And when I made haste^ I said : I am cast 
out of the sight of thine eyes. 

25 Nevertheless, thou heardest the voice of my 
prayer : when I cried unto thee. 

26 O love the Lord, all ye his saints : for the 
Lord preserveth them that are faithful, and plen- 
teously rewardeth the proud doer. 

27 Be strong, and he shall establish your heart : 
all ye that put your trast in the Lord. 

Fer. 6. / commend my apcnfj That is, '' to thy merciful care 
and providential goodness^ I commit my safety and my life." > 

n>id« For thou hast redeemed me.] That is^ ^' thou hast often 
i^scued me from imminent dangers.^' 

Vef, 7. Superstitious vamtMi] These aore all the absurd, in^ 
pure, and cruel services connected with idol-worshipw 

Ver. 9. A large ro(ym.\ Rather : " ample space.*' 

Ver. 10. Have mercy upon me, Sfc,'] Rather : 

" Pity me, O Jehovah, for trouble besets me, 
My eye is wasted with fretting. 
My soul pines, and my person is emaciated*' 

Fer^ 12. Because qf mine inifuity^ The word tnmslated ini- 
quity signifies in the original, not only sin ; but the punishment 
inflicted upon sin. In this sense alone can thei term be applica- 
ble to Messiah: see Isaiah liii. 6. 11. 

Ver. 17. My time."] My life, with all its vicissitudes, and 
events, are entirely at thy disposal. ^ - 
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Fer. ^2., Thou shali hide tiem^ SfcJ] Rather: 

^< Thou shalt hide them in the secret placQ of thy presence 
from the conspiracies of men : 
Thou shalt skreen them in thy pavilion from the abuse 
■ of tongues." 
f. Ver. 23. In a strong city.] DaTid seems to allude here to the 
city of Keilah and his temporary residence there 'y .1 Sam. xidii. 
^' MarveUous kindness" was shewn him in *' a strong city/' when 
he had wammg to escape from a place, where Saul thought tQ 
find him shut in with gates and bars. 

^ Ver. 24. And when I made haste, Sfc*"] That is, in the mo- 
ments of impatience and despondency. ^ 
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; • ■ ■ V. ' 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm,, is, David's confession of sin, 
^nd of remorse for its perpetration : Jehovah's promise to, 
ihe xighteous, of support and direction: his exhortation 
against obstinacy and self-willedness : and encouragement 
of the obedient and juat. It is appointed to be used on 
Ash Wednesday. • 

Jn this 'Psalm tie Personages supposed to be introduced as 
' leakers are, David, v. 1 to 9. Jehovah, v. 9 to 12. 
David, v. 13. 

, 1 Blessed is. he whose unrighteousness is for- 
given : and whose sin is covered. 
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2 Blessed . is ' the man : unto whom the . L6rd im« 
puteth no sin : and in whose spirit there is no 
guile. 

3 For while I held my tongue : my bones con- 
sumed away through my daily complaining. 

4 For thy hand is heavy upon me day and 
night: and my moisture is Uke the drought in 
summer. 

5 I will acknowledge my sin imto thee : and 
mine unrighteousness have I not hid. 

6 I said, I will confess my sins unto the Lord : 
and so thou forgavest the wickedness of my sin. 

7 For this shall every one that is godly make 
his prayer unto thee, in a time when thou mayest 
be found^: but in the great water-floods they shall 
not come nigh him. 

8 Thou art a place to hide me in, thou shalt 
preserve me from trouble : thou shalt compass me 
about with songs of deliverance. 

9 I will inform thee, and teach thee in the way 
wherein thou shalt go : and I will guide thee with 
mine eye. 

10 Be ye not like to horse and mule, which 
have no understanding: whose mouths must be 
held with bit and bridle, lest they fall upon thee. 

11 Great plagues remain for the ungodly: but 
whoso putteth his trust in the Lord, mercy em- 
braceth him on every side. 

12 Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the 
Lord : and be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. 

Ver. 3. For while I held my tongue, Sfc] While I refrained 
from confessing my sin, and from pouring out my sorrows for its 
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commission, I was in constant agony of mind : now, that t am 
^^esolyed to ^^ acknowledge my sin," inysoul will receive comforts 

Ver. 4. My moisture is like the drought in summer."] This 
is a very significant simile, with reference to the climate of Judea. 
The extreme heat and drought of Palestine in the hot months, 
where everything is dried np and withered, are sufficiently known 
io Eastern travelers : circumstances which give peculiar beauty 
to the imagery of the inspired writers, who deal so largely in allu- 
sions to rivers, springs, waters, &c. We, who happily live in 
regions where the seasons are temperate, can scarcely feel tKe 
force of such language. — Ed, 

Ver, 7. But in the great water-floodSf SfnJ] Rather, with 
Bishop Horsley t 

" Even when great waters overflow, 
Unto him they shall not come near :" 
that is, to " the one that is godly — " 

' Ver. 12. Be glad, ye righteous, ^c] It is Bishop Lowth's 
opinion,, that this verse should be the first of the ensuing Psalm* 
It seems necessary to place it in that situation, in order to make 
the last parallelii(m of the 32d Psalm, and the first of the 33d, 
pomplete. 
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iUiUrators ; 29ebotionaI ; anir (BSftaduIatots. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a glorious strain of praise 
iind thanksgiving to God, for his truth, righteousness, and 
mercy ; for his power displayed in the works of creation ; 
and for his goodness in the operations of his providence : a 
declartltion of religious gratitude : and a petition for the 

9ontinuance of the divine mercy, 

v. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous : for it 
becometh well the just to be thankful. 

8 
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; ^ Praise the Lord with harp : sing praises tuito 
him with the lute, and instrument of ten strings. 

3 Sing imto the Lord a new song : sing praises 
lustily unto him with a good courage. 

4 For the word of the Lord is true : and all his 
works are falthfiil. 

5 He loveth righteousness and judgement : the 
earth is fiill of the goodness of the Lord. 

6 By the word of the Lord were the heavens 
made : and all the hosts of them by the breath of 
his mouth. 

L 7 He gathereth the waters of the sea together, 
as it were upon an heap : and layeth up the deep^ 
as in a treasure-house. 

8 Let all the earth fear the Lord : stand in awe 
d him, all ye that dwell in the world. 

9 For he spake, and it was done : he commanded, 
and it stood fast. 

10 The Lordbringeth the counsel of the heathen 
to nought : and maketh the devices of the people 
to be of none effect, and casteth out the coimsels 
of princes. 

11 The counsel of the Lord shall endiu'e for 
ever : and the thoughts of his heart from generation 
to generation. 

12 Blessed are the people, whose God is the 
Lord Jehovah : and blessed are the folk, that he 
hath chosen to him to be his inheritance. 

13 The Lord looked down from heaven, and 
beheld all the children of men : from the habita- 
tion of his dweUing he considereth all them that 
dwell on the eart^. 
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' 14 He fashioneth all the hearts of them : and 
understandeth all their works. 

15 There is no king that can be saved by the 
multitude of an host : neither is any mighty man 
delivered by much strength. 

16 A horse is counted but a vain thing to save a 
man': neither shall he deliver any man by his 
great strength. 

17 Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them 
that fear him : and upon them that put their trust 
in his mercy ; 

< 18 To deliver their soul from death : and to 
feed them in the time of dearth. 

19 Our soul hath patiently tarried for the Lord : 
for he is our help, and our shield. 

20 For our heart shall rejoice in him: because 
we have hoped in his holy Name. 

21 Let thy mercifiil kindness, O Lord, be upon 
us : Uke as we do put our trust in thee. 

/ 

Ver. 2. Praise the Lord with harp, S^c] There can be no 
doubt that solemn harmony, both vocal and instrumental, is a 
powerful aid to devotion ; but, as Bishop Home well observes, 
^ith respect to Church music, " there is no instrument like 
ihe rational soul ; and no melody like that of well-tuned affec- 
tions. 

Fer, 3. Sing praises lustily, S^cJ] Rather : " play skilfully 
with a loUd noise ; or, in full harmony.** 

Ver. 9. For he spake, ^cJ] This is an allusion to the sublime 
conciseness, with which Moses has described the Creation : more 
especially the formation of light: and ''God said« let there b^ 
light ; and there was light.*' 

' Veri 12. The Lord Jehovah.] The Great Bible, from whence 
we have our Prayer-Book Version of tjie Psalmsi was printedt 
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f^ P., jQ^laliniis had' inlroduced the writing and pronouncing 
of Jehovah : the tetragrammator^ or inconununicable name of 
God. . Before his time, it had not been heard of in any language. 
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The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, devout acknowledgement 
bf Obd's. m^rciftil loving-kindness to the Psalmist, and t6 
iraH&e ctektitfes of liis Almighty hand: exhortations to the 
love and fear of God : and a beautiful enumeration of par- 
nfeuUi'sV in ^hich the compassion and goodness of God are 
manifested towards mankind. 

In this Psalrh David speaks throughout. 

1 I will al way give thanks unto the Lord : hi^. 
praise shall ever be in my mouth. 

2 My soul shall ma^e her boast in the Lord : the 
humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 

; 3 O praise the Lord with me : and let us mag- 
i^jfy his J^ame together. 

4 I sought the Lord, and he heard me : yea, he 
delivered me out of all my fear. 

5 They had an eye unto him, and were light-^ 
ened : and their faces were not ashamed. 

6 Lo, the poor crieth, and the Lord heareth, 
)um : y^a, and sayeth him out of all his troubles. 

7 The angel of the Lord tarrieth round about 
them that fear him : and delivereth them. 

f^8 Q;tastej;and see, how gracious the Lord is: 
blessed i3 the man that trusteth in him. 
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9 O fear the Lord, ye that are his saints : for 
they that fear him lack nothing. 

10 The lions do lack, and suffer hunger : but 
they who seek the Lord shall want no manner of 
thing that is good. 

11 Come, ye children, and hearken unto me : I 
will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

12 What man is he that lusteth to live: and 
would fain see good days ? 

13 Keep thy tongue from evil : and thy hps, that 
they speak no guile. 

14 Eschew evil, and do good : seek peace, and 
ensue it. 

15 The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous: 
and his ears are open unto their prayers. 

16 The countenance of the Lord is against them 
that do evil : to root out the remembrance of them 
from the earth. 

17 The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth 
them : and deUvereth them out of all their troubles. 

18 The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a 
contrite heart : and wiU save such as be of an 
humble spirit. 

19 Great are the troubles of the righteous : but 
the Lord dehvereth him out of all. 

20 He keepeth all his bones : so that not one 
of them is broken. 

21 But misfortune shall slay the ungodly : and 
they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. 

22 The Lord delivereth the souls of his ser- 
vants : and all they that put their trust in him 
shall not be destitute. 

8 
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Fer. 5. They had an eye unto htm^ and were lightened, ^c] 
Rather: 

" Look towards him, and you shall be enlightened ; 
And your faces shall never be ashamed." 

Ver, 7. The angel of the Lord,] The Psalmist alludes, pro- 
bably, to the host of angels, which Jacob beheld encamped around 
him. Gen, xxxii, I, 2* The singular number is put for the 
plural. 

Fer, 10. The lions do lach."] Rather : " the lions of prey 
may lack." — Bp. Law. 

Fer, 20. Not one of them is broken,'] It is unnecessary to 
insist on the prophetical character of this passage, as the Evan- 
gelist John has expressly applied it to our blessed Lord : xix. 36. 

Fer» IS. A contrite heart,] Rather: " a broken heart." We 
are apt to overlook men, in proportion as they are humbled be- 
neath us. God regards them in that proportion. " Vessels of 
honour are made of that clay," which is *' broken" into the 
smallest parts. — Bp. Horne. 

Fer. 22. Delivereth the souls.] That is, *' rescueth the life." 
What is spoken of the righteous in this, as well as in the pre- 
ceding verses, relates to their temporal deliverance, rather than 
their eternal salvation. 



THE SEVENTH DAY OF THE MONTH. 

ittovtting i$VKVitt, 



PSALM XXXV. 
Vroyletieal ; VIaiirt(be ; m\i 4EHratnI«terit. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, (which Bishop Horsley en- 
titles " a Prayer of the Messiah,") is, supplication to 

g2 
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Jehovah, to interpose in the sufferer's behalf: predictions of 
the confusion of his enemies, and of his own triumph : and 
the joy and exultation of the faithful. 

In this Psdhn Messiah is supposed to speak throughout. 

1 Plead thou my cause, O Lord, with them 
that strive with me : and fight thou against them 
that fight against me. 

2 Lay hand upon the shield and buckler : and 
stand up to help me. 

3 Bring forth the spear, and stop the way against 
•them that persecute me : say unto my soul, I am 
thy salvation, 

4 Let them be confounded, and put to shame^ 
that seek after my soul : let them be turned back, 
and brought to confusion, that imagine mischief 
for me. 

5 Let them be as the dust before the wind : and 
the angel of the Lord scattering them. 

6 Let their way be dark and slippery : and let 
the angel of the Lord persecute them. 

• 7 For they have privily laid their net to destroy 
me without a cause : yea, even without a cause 
have they made a pit for my soul. 

8 Let a sudden destruction come upon him un- 
awares, and his net, that he hath laid privily, catch 
himself : that he may fall into his own mischief. 

9 And, my soul, be joyful in the Lord : it shall 
rejoice in his salvation. 

10 All my bones shall say. Lord, who is like 
unto thee^who deUvere^t the poor from him that 
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is too strong for him : yea, the poor, and him that 

is in misery, from him that spoileth him? 

: 11 False witnesses did rise up : they laid to my 

charge things that I knew not. 

' 12 They rewarded me evil for good: to the 

great discomfort of my soul. 

, 13 Nevertheless, when they were sick, I put on 

sackcloth, and humbled my soul with fasting : and 

my prayer shall turn into mine own bosom. 

14 I behaved myself as though it had been my 
fiiend, or my brother : I went heavily, as one that 
moumeth for his mother. 

15 But in mine adversity they rejoiced, and ga-^ 
thered themselves together : yea, the very abjects 
came together against me unawares, making mouths 
at me, and ceased not. 

16 With the flatterers were busy mockers : who 
gnashed upon me with their teeth. 

17 Lord, how long wilt thou look upon this : O 
deliver my soul from the calamities which they 
bring on me, and my darling from the lions. 

18 So will I give thee thanks in the great 
congregation : I will praise thee among much 
people. 

19 O let not them that are mine enemies triumph 
over me ungodly : neither let them wink with theii: 
eyes that hate me without a cause. 

20 And why ? their communing is not for peace : 
"but they imagine deceitful words against them that 
are quiet in the land. 

21 They gaped upon me with their mouths, and 
said : Fie on thee, fie on thee, we saw it with our eyes* 
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22 This thou hast seen, O Lord : hold not thy 
tongue then, go not far from me, O Lord. 

23 Awake, and stand up to judge my quarrel : 
avenge thou my cause, my God, and my Lord. 

24 Judge me, O Lord my God, according to thy 
righteousness : and let them not triumph over me. 

25 Let them not say in their hearts. There, 
there, so would we have it : neither let them say. 
We have devoured him. 

26 Let them be put to confiision and shame 
together, that rejoice at my trouble : let them be 
clothed with rebuke and dishonour, that boast 
themselves against me. 

27 Let them be glad and rejoice, that favour my 
righteous dealing : yea, let them say alway. Blessed 
be the Lord, who hath pleasure in the prosperity 
of his servant. 

28 And as for my tongue, it shall be talking of 
thy righteousness : and of thy praise all the day long. 

Ver. 4. Let them be confounded, Sfc] The reader is desired 
to refer to a note on Psalm xxviii. 4. respecting the convertible 
nature of the imperative mood, and future tense : by which it 
appears, that the execratory Psalms, as they are called, are 
merely prophetical. — Ed. 

Ver. 6. Let their way be dark and slippery, and let the angel 
q/* the Lord persecute themJ] I cannot but think that this verse 
has an allusion to the event in Balaam's history, recorded in 
Numb, xxii. 24. ^' But the angel of the Lord stood in a path of 
the vineyards ; a wall being on this side, and a wall on that side.*' 
The " way" would be *' dark," from the overhanging foliage ; and 
" slippery," from the droppings from the vines. — Ed. 

Ver. 7. Privily laid their net : — made a pit for my soul."] i. e. 
my life : an allusion to the practice* in the Easty and, indeed, in 
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all countries where wild beasts abound, of digging pits, and fixmg 
sharp upright stakes in them ; and then slightly covering them 
over; so as to conceal the hole. The incautious wild beast 
takes the pit in his course ; falls in, and is impaled.— Ed. 
' F«r. 16, With the flatterers were busy mockers,'] It was 
customary at the tables of the great men in the East, to entertain 
parasites ; who might feed the prince with adulation, whilst they 
partook of his luxuries. Like the jesters of less ancient times, 
they were not sparing in their ribaldry and sarcasms, upon the 
less favoured guests. 
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]9P»iirt(( anlr 29etiottonal. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is, an animated portrait of 
the principles and practices of the ungodly: and of the 
infinite extent and immutability, of the divine goodness : 
concluding with holy aspirations, and a glance at the final 
destruction of those who work wickedness. 

In this Psahn David speaks throughout. 

1 My heart sheweth me the wickedness of the 
ungodly : that there is no fear of God before his 
eyes. 

2 For he flattereth himself in his own sight : 
until his abominable sin be found out, 

3 The words of his mouth are unrighteous, and 
fiill of deceit : he hath left off to behave himself 
ivisely, and to do good. 

4 He imagineth mischief upon his bed, and hath 
set himself in no good way : neither doth he abhor 
any thing that is evil 
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5 Thy inercy, O Lord, reacheth uiito the hea- 
vens : and thy faithfulness unto the clouds. 

6 Thy righteousness standeth like the strong 
mountains : thy judgements are like the great deep. 

7 Thou, Lord, shalt save both man and beast ; 
How excellent is thy mercy, O God: and the 
children of men shall put their trust under the 
shadow of thy wings. 

8 They shall be satisfied with the plenteousness 
of thy house : and thou shalt give them drink of 
thy pleasures, as out of the river. 

9 For with thee is the well of life : and in thy 
light shall we see hght. 

10 O continue forth thy loving-kindness unto 
them that know thee : and thy righteousness unto 
them that are true of heart. 

11 O let not the foot of pride come against 
me : and let not the hand of the ungodly cast me 
down. 

12 There are they fallen, all that work wicked- 
ness : they are cast down, and shall not be able to 
stand. 

Fer. 1. My heart sheweth me, SfcJ] Rather, with Bishop 
Lowth : " the wicked man, according to the wickedness in his 
heart, saith, * there is no fear of God before mine eyes.' " 

Ver. 2. For he fiattereth himself, ^c] Rather, with Bishop 
Horsley : 

" For he giveth things a fair appearance to himself. 

In his own eyes ; so. that he discovers not his own iniquity, 
to hate it." 

Ver. 6. Thy righteousness, ^c] Rather : " thy justice :" this 
is immoveable ; and thy '^ judgments," are unfathomable. 

Ver, 7. The shadow of thy wings,"] A beautiful image, drawn 
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from the brooding bird: expressing the care, protection^ and 
defence of the divine Providence. 

. Ver. 9. The well of lifeJ] Rather : " the spring of immorta- 
lity." 

• Ver, 12. There are they fallen, Sfc."] This is a sudden burst 
of prophetic joy. The Psalmist here seems to point at the very 
place where his enemies were conspiring to subvert him ; an4 
where he felt assured, at the moment, by the Holy Spirit, that 
they themselves should fall. This, then, he describes as actually 
accomplished. 
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^Ipto^etioil ; ]9tl!a(tu; ; anir 29ebotionaI. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is similar to that of the pre- 
ceding one. David urges the wisdom as well as duty of for- 
bearing from impatience under unjust oppression, upon th^ 
principle of the short triumph, and speedy destruction of the 
ungodly : interspersing exhortations to righteousness ; and 
to an unshaken confidence in the divine goodness. All this 
is enforced by a representation, of what David himself ha4 
experienced in his own case ; and had witnessed in the for-' 
tunes and fate of the wicked. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 Fret not thyself because of the ungodly : nei- 
ther be thou envious against the evil doers. 
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2 For they shall soon be cut down like the grass : 
and be withered even as the green herb. 

3 Put Ihou thy trust in the Lord, and be doing 
good : dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. 

4 Delight thou in the Lord : and he shall give 
thee thy heart's desire. 

5 Commit thy way imto the Lord, and put thy 
trust in him : and he shall bring it to pass. 

6 He shall make thy righteousness as clear as 
the light : and thy just dealing as the noon-day. 

7 Hold thee still in the Lord, and abide pa- 
tiently upon him : but grieve not thyself at him, 
whose way doth prosper, against the man that 
doeth after evil counsels. 

8 Leave off from wrath, and let go displeasure : 
fret not thyself else shalt thou be moved to do evil. 

9 Wicked doers shall be rooted out : and they 
that patiently abide the Lord, those shall inherit 
the land. 

10 Yet a little while, and the ungodly shall be 
clean gone : thou shalt look after his place, and he 
shall be away. 

1 1 But the meek-spirited shall possess the earth : 
and shall be refreshed in the multitude of peace. 

12 The ungodly seeketh counsel against the 
just : and gnasheth upon him with his teeth. 

13 The Lord shall laugh him to scorn : for he 
hath seen that his day is coming. 

14? The ungodly have drawn out the sword, and 
have bent their bow : to cast down the poor and 
needy, and to slay such as are of a right conversa- 
tion. 
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15 Their sword shall go through their own 
heart : and their bow shall be broken. 

16 A small thing that the righteous hath: is 
better than great riches of the ungodly. 

17 For the arms of the ungodly shall be broken: 
and the Lord upholdeth the righteous. 

18 The Lord knoweth the days of the godly : 
and their inheritance shall endure for even 

19 They shall not be confounded in the peri- 
lous time : and in the days of dearth they shall have 
enough. 

20 As for the imgodly, they shall perish ; and 
the enemies of the Lord shall consume as the fat 
of lambs : yea, even as the smoke, shall they con- 
sume away. 

21 The ungodly borroweth, and payeth not 
again : but the righteous is mercifiil, and KberaL 

22 Such as are blessed of God shall possess the 
land : and they that are cursed of him shall be 
rooted out. 

23 The Lord ordereth a good man's going : and 
maketh his way acceptable to himself. 

24? Though he fall, he shall not be cast away : 
for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand. 

25 I have been young, and now am old : and 
yet saw I never the righteous forsaken, nor his 
seed begging their bread. 

26 The righteous is ever merciful, and lendeth : 
and his seed is blessed. 

27 Flee from evil, and do the thing that is good : 
and dwell for evermore. 

28 For the Lord loveth the thing that is right : 
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he forsaketh not his that be godly, but they are 
preserved for. ever. 
" 29 The unrighteous shall be punished : as for 
the seed of the ungodly, it shall be rooted out. 
: 30 The righteous shall inherit the land : and 
dwell therein for ever. 

: 31 The mouth of the righteous is exercised in 
wisdom: and his tongue will be talking of judge- 
naent. 

32 The law of his God is in his heart : and his 
goings shall not slide. 

33 : The imgodly seeth the righteous : and seeketh 
occasion to slay him. 

34 The Lord will not leave him in his hand : 
nor condemn him when he is judged. 
: 35 Hope thou in the Lord, and keep his way, 
and he shall promote thee, that thou shalt pos- 
sess the land : when the ungodly shall perish, thou 
shalt see it. 

36 I myself have seen the ungodly in great 
power : and flourishing Uke a green bay-tree. 

37 I went by, and lo, he was gone : I sought 
him, but his place could no where be found. 

38 Keep innocency, and take heed unto the 
thing that is right : for that shall bring a man peace 
at the last. 

39 As for the transgressors, they shall perish 
together : and the end of the ungodly is, they shall 
be rooted out at the last. 

: 40 But the salvation of the righteous cometh of 
the Lord : who is also their strength in the time 
oftroublei. 
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41 And the Lord shall stand by them, and save 
them : he shall deliver them from the ungodly, and 
shall save them because they put their trust in 
him. 



Ver. 1. Fret not thyself, ^c] The sentimental beauties of 
the Psalms, are quite upon a par with their unequalled poetical 
charms. A fine strain of pious and moral reflection pervadeii 
them all ; nor is there a single human duty, religious, social or. 
personal, which is not described and enjoined in some of them. 
How powerful are the motives to patience, resignation, and an' 
inflexible continuance in well-doing ; which this beautiful Psalm 
Urges upon the good, but afflicted man. — Ed. 

Ver. 3. Dwell in the landJ] This verse is strongly contrasted - 
with the preceding one : the abiding of the ungodly will be but 
transient ; and their prosperity be speedily cut off: but, those 
who trust in the Lord, shall be established " in the land," or 
among their contemporaries ; and be favoured with innumerable 
temporal blessings. This was peculiarly true of the Jew ; whose 
duty was enforced chiefly by temporal sanctions. 

Ver, 5. Thy way,"] That is, " thy interests, thy cares, and 
thy concerns." 

Ver. 10. He shall he away.] Rather : as in the Bib. trans- 
lation, "it shall not be :" that is, his place. It shall have no- 
thing of its former splendour ; nothing belonging to him, or his 
posterity, abiding in it. 

Ver: 12. Seeketh counsel] Rather : (according to the Bible)* 
"plotteth." - 

Ver. 1 3. His day.] That is, " the day, of time of the wicked 
man's punishment." See Job xviii. 20. Isaiah ix. 4. 

Ver. 18. The Lord knoweth the days, Sfc] That is, " the life 
of the righteous is dear unto God. There is no day that passes, 
in which God doth not take care of them ; and exercise a most 
gracious providence over them." 

Ver. 20. The fat of lambs.] The whole of this verse alludes 
to a sacrifice : the fat of the sacrificed animal is melted by the 
fire ; and the smoke of the flame that consumes it is dissipated. 
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VeVn 21 • The ungodly borroweth, and payeth not again.'] 
This is a proverbial expression. The impious receive good things 
at the hand of Providence, to which they have no claim, and are 
not careful to make a due return of obedience and devotion. 
They claim much from the mercy of God, without any care to 
pay the debt of gratitude^ for that mercy which they hope to find. 

r— HORSLEY. 

Ver. 25. The righteous.] This term, in the present verse and 
ver. 21 . denotes more especially, the humane and charitable man. 

Ibid. Nor his seed begging their bread.] This was particu- 
larly true under the Mosaical dispensation : which gave to the 
Jews especial encouragement to depend on temporal blessings, 
as the reward of their piety and virtue. 

Ver, 31. Of judgement,] That is, of "that which is holy, 
just, and right." 

Ver. 34. Nor condemn him when he is judged,] That is, 
^* God will not ratify the sentence pronounced by unjust judges 
upon the righteous man : bijit, on the contrary, will clear his in- 
nocence, and reverse his condemnation." 

Ver, 36. / myself have seen the ungodly, Sfc] The holy les- 
son of patience and piety, is here enforced, by an argument drawn 
from the Psalmist's personal experience, of the instability and 
momentary duration of the wicked man's triumph. The imagery 
is very impressive, and the expressions very significant. Much 
food for reflection, indeed, is contained in the 36th and 37th 
verses. — Ed. ^ 

Ibid. Flourishing, Sfc] Rather, as in the Bib. trans, : ** spread- 
ing himself," that is, surrounded by a numerous offspring ; which 
was considered among the Jews, as one of the greatest marks of 
God's favou]^9 and of human prosperity. 
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THE EIGHTH DAY OF THE MONTH. 



fiSlovnint ^tantt. 



PSALM XXXVIII. 

The SUBJECT of this Psahn^ is, a deprecation of the di- 
yine wrath : a lively and affecting description of David'a 
sufferings of body, and anguish in mind, the consequences 
of his sin : an humble confession of guilt : and an earnest 
supplication, for compassion and help from the Most High* 
It is appointed to be used on Ash-Wednesday. 

In this Psahn Dayid speaks throughout. 

1 Put me not to rebuke, O Lord, in thine anger : 
neither chasten me in thy heavy displeasure. 

2 For thine arrows stick fast in me : and thy 
hand presseth me sore. 

3 There is no health in my flesh, because of thy 
displeasure : neither is there any rest in my bones, 
by reason of my sin. 

4 For my wickednesses are gone over my head: 
and are like a sore bm'den, too heavy for me to 
bear. 

5 My wounds stink, and are comipt : through 
my foolishness. 
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6 I am brought into so great trouble and misery : 
that I go mourning all the day long. 

7 For my loins are filled with a sore disease : 
and there is no whole part in my body. 

8 I am feeble, and sore smitten : I have roared 
for the very disquietness of my heart. 

9 Lord, thou knowest all my desire : and my 
groaning is not hid from thee. 

10 My heart panteth, my strength hath failed 
me : and the sight of mine eyes is gone from me. 

11 My lovers and my neighbours did stand look- 
ing upon my trouble : and my kinsmen stood afar 
6fF. 

12 They also that sought after my life laid snares 
for nie : and they that went about to do me evil 
talked of wickedness, and imagined deceit all the? 
day long. • 

13 As for me, I was like a deaf man, and heard 
not : and as one that is dumb, who doth hot open 

his mouth. 

' 14 I became even as a man that heareth not : 

and in whose mouth are no reproofs. 

15 For in thee, O Lord, have I put my trust : 
thou shalt answer for me, O Lord my God. 

16 I have required that they, even mine ene- 
mies, should not triumph over me : for when my 
foot slipped, they rejoiced greatly against me. 

' 17 And I, truly, am set in the plague : and my 
heaviness is ever in my sight. 
. 18 For I will confess my wickedness : and be 
sorry for my sin. 

19 But mine enemies Uve, and are mighty : and 
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they that hate me wrongfully are many in num- 
ber. 

20 They also that reward evil for good are 
against me : because I follow the thing that good is. 

21 Forsake me not, O Lord my God : be not 
thou far from me. 

22 Haste thee to help me : O Lord God of my 
salvation. 

Ver. 3. By reason of my sin,"] It has long been, and still fre- 
quently is, an objection, heard from the mouth of the unbeliever ^ 
and a stumbling-block to the minds of those who are of better 
thoughts ; that a man of David's imperfect character, so stained 
with guilt, and that of the deepest dye, should have been an ob- 
ject of such peculiar favour, with the fountain of purity, and the 
centre of perfection, as to be styled in Scripture "the man after 
God's own heart." But, all these objections and doubts, entirely 
arise, either from wilful or involuntary ignorance : from an undue 
attention to the nature of Biblical phraseology : and from a su- 
perficial acquaintance with the idioms of the Hebrew language, 
and the singularities of eastern diction ; which instead of convey- 
ing, in these obnoxious words, an idea of the partial applause of 
friendship, upon every point of David's character ; much less, of a 
sanction of every action of his life ; merely express an approba- 
tion of the good points of his public conduct ; more especially, of 
his zeal, for the establishment and regulation of the worship of 
God ; for the diffusion of piety among his subjects ; and for the 
general maintenance of the true religion, throughout his domi- 
nions, in purity and vigour. In these respects, he " walked be- 
fore God with a perfect heart;" and testified an obedience, sin- 
cerity, and perseverance, which made him dear in the sight of 
Jehovah ; and obtained for him the transcendant title of the "man 
after God's own heart." To teach and diffuse " the law of the 
Lord :" to give splendour to his services, and dignity to his minis- 
ters ; was the chief business of David's reign of forty years. Whilst 
the sceptre was in his hand, zeal for the Lord was the ruling prin- 
ciple in his heart. The Ephod was dearer to him than the kingly 

H 
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xobe ; and the rites of sacrifice, than the triumphs of conquest. 
On the other hand, how great soever the favour of God might be 
towards him, whilst he conducted himself worthily ; yet, it is cer- 
tain, that he never deviated from piety, or virtue, without losing this 
precious privilege : that his guilt was always followed by punish- 
ment : and that the divine displeasure on his crime, was propi- 
tiated, only by bitter remorse and contrition. 

Fer. 4. Crone over my head.] They have overwhelmed me 
Dke a flood of mighty waters. — Ed. 

Fer, 6. / am brought, SfcJ] Rather : " I am writhed or dis- 
torted" (with pain), " I am bowed down greatly." 

Ibid. I go mourning all the day long.'\ A short and affecting 
description of genuine contrition. To form a just estimate of 
David's character, and to derive from it all the benefit that it is 
capable of afibrding; we must follow him into his secret chamber, 
where he " watered his couch" with the "tears" of unutterable 
anguish, for his own demerits ; and poured forth confessions of 
guilt, and supplications for mercy, in strains, not more remarka- 
ble for beauty, pathos, and sublimity, than for the spirit which 
they breathe, of profound humility, bitter remorse, and sincere 
repentance. Here it is that we behold the true picture of a soul, 
bending to the dust under the conviction of its offences. Here 
it is that we see a genuine instance of that sacrifice, which the 
mercy of God will not not refuse — " a broken and a contrite 
h^art." Here it is that we contemplate David in his real charac- 
ter, as well as in his true glory ; when taking sorrow for his crown, 
and "mourning" for his royal robe ; he made a secret offering to 
God, far more acceptable to the divine purity, than the fat of bulls ; 
the fragrance of incense ; or the savour of the morning and evening 
sacrifice, — an offering that blotted out his iniquity, and restored 
him again to the favour of Jehovah. — Ed. 

Fer, 14. No reproof s."] Rather : no altercations. I will not 

attempt my defence myself; but place it in infinitely better 

bands; for "thou shalt answer for me, O Lord, my God." 15th 

verse. 

Fer, 17. And I truly am set in the plague, Sfc,'] The Bible 

translation is preferable : " for I am ready to halt ; and my sorrow 

is continually before me." I am so enfeebled, exhausted, and over- 

eome by my constant anguish of spirit, that I cannot walk firmly. 
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PSALM XXXIX. 



l9ebotConal atOi S^upplicntorff. 



The SUBJECT of this solemn Psahn^ (adopted into our 
Burial Service), is, a moving meditation on the vanity of 
the present life ; awakened, probably, by some distress, or 
bodily indisposition, by which David was afflicted at the 
time of its composition; and an earnest supplication for 
pardon upon his sins ; and for a lengthened opportunity, 
for repentance and reformation. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughmt. 

' 1 I said, I win take heed to my ways : that I of- 
fend not in my tongue. 

2 I will keep my mouth as it were with a bridle : 
while the ungodly is in my sight. 

3 I held my tongue, and spake nothing : I kept 
silence, yea, even from good words ; but it was 
pain and grief to me. 

4 My heart was hot within me, and while I was 
thus musing the fire kindled : and at the last I 
spake with my tongue ; 

5 Lord, let me know mine end, and the number 
of my days : that I may be certified how long I 
have to live. 

6 Behold, thou hast made my days as it were a 
span long : and mine age is even as nothing in 
respect of thee ; and verily every man Uving is al- 
together vanity. 

7 For man walketh in a vain shadow, and dis-> 

H 2 
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quieteth himself in vain : he heapeth up riches, and 
cannot tell who shall gather them, 

8 And now. Lord, what is my hope : truly my 
hope is even in thee. 

9 Deliver me from all mine offences : and. make 
me not a rebuke unto the foolish. 

10 I became dumb, and opened not my mouth : 
iEbr it was thy doing. 

11 Take thy plague away from me : I am even 
consumed by means of thy heavy hand. 

12 When thou with rebukes dost chasten man 
for sin, thou makest his beauty to consume away, 
like as it were a moth fretting a garment : every 
man therefore is but vanity. 

13 Hear my prayer, O Lord, and with thitie 
ears consider my calling: hold not thy peace at 
my tears. 

14 For I am a stranger with thee : and a so* 
joumer, as all my fathers were. 

15 O spare me a little, that I may recover 
my strength : before I go hence, and be no more 
seen. 

Ver, 1. Take keed^ Sfc,'] David expresses his determination 
to use the utmost circumspection in his conversation, while he 
is in the presence of these msidious enemies, who were seeking 
occasion to take away his life : probably, by falsely accusing him 
to Saul. 

Ver, 4. And while I was thus miLsingy jrc] The original is 
much more lively, '* by my earnest meditation the fire kindled." 

Ver, 6. In respect of thee, '\ That is, "before thee: in thy 
sight." 

Ver. 7. A vain shadow.'] Literally, " man walketh in an 
image :" life is a mere shew ; '* the baseless fabric of a visioQ." 
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^ Ver, 9. Deliver 'me from all mine qfences.] Thit is, '^ from 
pain, grief, sickness, and death, the consequences of my offences." 
Ver. 12. Fretting a garment.] « The moth shall eat thenj 
as a garment." Isaiah i. 9. also Hosea v. 12. 
' Ver, 14. A sojourner.] The traveller of a day : " The land," 
says Moses, " is thine ; and we are but strangers and sojoumeril 
with thee/* Levit. xxv. 23, 



PSALM XL, 

, The SUBJECT of this Psalm, (which is appropriated ta 
Jesus Christ by the Apostle, Heb, x. 6.) is, Messiah's ce^ 
lebratioh of the deliverance wrought for his mystical body 
the Church, by his resurrection from the grave ; which e& 
fects the resurrection of his members, from the guilt and 
dominion of sin : for the abolition of which, he declaretl) 
(v. 6 to 8) the inefficacy of the legal sacrifices, and men- 
lions his own inclination to do the will of his Father, aiu) 
to preach righteousness to the world. He represents him- 
jself as praying, while under his sufferings, for his own and 
his people's salvation. He foretells the confusion and de-» 
eolation of his enemies ; and the joy and thankfulness of 
his disciples and servants : for the speedy accomplishment 
of which he prefers a petition. — (Horne.) It is appointed 
to be used on Good Friday. 

In this Psalm Messiah speaks throughout, 

1 I waited patiently for the Lord : and he in-f 
plined unto me and heard my calling. 
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2 He brought me also out of the horrible pit, 
out of the nure and clay : and set my feet upon 
the rock, and ordered my goings. 

3 And he hath put a new song in my mouth : 
even a thanksgiving unto our God. 

4 Many shall see it, and fear : and shall put 
their trust in the Lord. 

5 Blessed is the man that hath set his hope in 
the Lord : and turned not unto the proud, and to 
such as go about with lies. 

6 O Lord my God, great are the wondrous 
works which thou hast done, like as be also thy 
thoughts which are to us-ward : and yet there is 
no man that ordereth them unto thee. 

7 If I should declare them, and speak of them : 
they should be more than I am able to express. 

8 Sacrifice, and meat-offering, thou wouldest 
not : but mine ears hast thou opened. 

9 Burnt-offerings, and sacrifice for sin, hast thou 
not required : then said I, Lo, I come, 

10 In the volume of the book it is written of 
me, that I should fulfil thy will, O my God : I am 
content to do it ; yea, thy law is within my heart. 

11 I have declared thy righteousness in the 
great congregation : lo, I will not refirain my hps, 
O Lord, and that thou knowest. 

12 I have not hid thy righteousness within my 
heart : my talk hath been of thy truth, and of thy 
salvation. 

13 I have not kept back thy loving mercy and 
truth : from the great congregation. 

X4j Withdraw not thou thy mercy from me, O 
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Lord : let thy loving-kindness and thy truth alway 
preserve me. 

15 For innumerable troubles are come about 
me ; my sins have taken such hold upon me that 
I am not able to look up : yea, they are more in 
number than the hairs of my head, and my heart 
hath failed me. 

16 O Lord, let it be thy pleasure to deliver me : 
make haste, O Lord, to help me. 

17 Let them be ashamed, and confounded to- 
gether, that seek after my soul to destroy it : let 
them be driven backward, and put to rebuke, that 
wish me evil. 

18 Let them be desolate, and rewarded with 
shame : that say unto me. Fie upon thee, fie upon 
thee. 

19 Let all those that seek thee be joyful and 
glad in thee : and let such as love thy salvation 
say alway. The Lord be praised. 

20 As for me, I am poor and needy : but the 
Lord careth for me. 

21 Thou art my helper and redeemer: make 
no long tarrying, O my God. 

Ver. 2, Ordered my goings.} Rather : " given me firm 
footing." 

Fer. 6. Lord my God^ ^c] This and the next verse may 
be better rendered : 

" Many are the wonders which thou hast performed, O Jehovah, 
my God: 

And thy schemes for us, none can in order recite unto thee. 

I would declare them, and discourse of them, 

But, they arc too many to be enumerated." 

Ver. 8. But mine ears hast thou opened.] See Exod. xxi. 1 — 6. 
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It was a law of Moses, that, if an Tsraelitish sef vatit,~ or slavej 
declined availing himself of the privilege of the Sabbatical year^ 
(which emancipated him from his service,) and chose to abide with 
his old master, his ear was to be bored with an awl, to the door- 
post of his master's house ; in token that he was now affixed to 
his house and service for life, or at least till the year of the jubi- 
lee. The allusion in the above passage, is, to Messiah's volun* 
tary service, or obedience, in the work of redemption. The 
Apostle (Hebrews x. 5.) quotes from the Septuagint, the words, 
" a body hast thou prepared me.^' Mr. Saurin solves this ap- 
parent difficulty, in his sermons, vol. xi. p. 17 — 23. When 
David says in this verse, " Sacrifice and meat-ofFering thou 
wouldest not ;'* he means, not that God refused sacrifices : but, 
tliat he preferred moral duties before them. 

Ver. 10. In the volume^ SfcJ] That is, " in thy law," which 
is called a volume, or a writing rolled round a (Cylindrical stick ; 
which was the mode in which the ancients, in general, kept their 
manuscripts : and the Jews, (in particular,) the vellum skins on 
which their law was written. 

Ver, 11. Great congregation,] The congregation of the 
universal church, collected from the general mass of the whole 
human race ; in opposition to the particular congregation of the 
Jewish people. 

Ver. 15. My sins, Sfc] God laid upon Messiah " the ini- 
quities of us all,'' see Isaiah 1. : therefore, when personated in 
the Psalms, Messiah calls all those iniquities his own, pf which 
he bore the punishment. 

Ver, 17. Let themJ] That is, "they shall be," &c. ; see 
what is said in preceding notes, respecting the substitution of the 
imperative, for the yu^r^ tense. 



BVEN.] ESALM XLI. 105 



lEbming Wv^ptt^ 



PSALM XLI. 

Vtopietical attlr HBtwmtic. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, (a part of which is appro-' 
priated by our blessed Lord to himself, John xiiL 18 *), i3> 
the blessedness of those who have compassion on the dis- 
tressed ; a description of the behaviour of Messiah^s ene-, 
mies ; and of one of them in particular, (Judas Iscariot) ; 
a prayer for deliverance; and a strain of triumph and 
thanksgiving. 

In this Psalm the Personages supposed to speak are, 
David, v. 1 to 5. Messiah, v. 5, to the end. 

1 Blessed is he that considereth the poor and 
needy : the Lord shall deliver him in the time of 
trouble. 

2 The Lord preserve him, and keep him alive, 
that he may be blessed upon earth i and delivei: 
pot thou him into the vsrill of his enemies. 

3 The Lord comfort him, when he lieth sicfc 
upon his bed : make thou all his bed in his sickness; 

4 I said. Lord, be merciful unto me : heal my 
soul, for I have sinned against thee. 

* This quotation in St. John's Gospel, is according to the 
Bible translation of this Psalm, v. 9. ** Yea mine own familiar 
friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my breads hath 
lifted up his head against me.** It was, therefore, quoted from 
the Hebrew Scriptures ; and not the Septuagmt version. 
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5 Mine enemies speak evil of me : When shall 
he die, and his name perish ? 

6 And if he come to see me, he speaketh vanity : 
and his heart conceiveth falsehood within himself ; 
and when he eometh forth he telleth it. 

7 All mine enemies whimper together against 
me : even against me do they imagine this evil. 

8 Let the sentence of guiltiness proceed against 
him : and now that he lieth, let him rise up no more. 

9 Yea, even mine ovm familiar friend, whom I 
trusted : who did also eat of my bread, hath laid 
great wait for me. 

10 But be thou merciful unto me, O Lord : 
raise thou me up again, and I shall reward them. 

11 By this I know thou favourest me: that mine 
enemy doth not triumph against me. 

12 And when I am in my health, thou upholdest 
me : and shalt set me before thy face for ever. 

13 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: world 
without end. Amen. 

Ver. 1. Thai consideretk,] That is, who hath compassion od 
the afflicted. 

Ver, 6. His heart conceiveth falsehood,"] The deceitful visi- 
tor's heart is full of base suspicions against me, produced by its 
(mn malignity. 

Ver, 8. Let the sentence^ S^c] Rather : " the sentence due to 
guilt will be pronounced/' &c. See what is before said of the 
interchangeableness of the imperative dJid future in the Hebrew. 
Such will be the sense, if we suppose this verse to be applied by 
ihe Psalmist to his whispering enemies : but if we take it as put 
into their mouth by David, the translation of the verse will then 
be thus : " Some cursed thing" (divine judgment), " presseth 
heavily upon him : and when he is once down, he will rise no 



more." 
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Ver, 15, And when! am in my healthy SfcJ\ Rather : '* As 
for me, in my integrity, thou wilt support me, and fix my station 
in thy presence for ever." 



PSALM XLIL 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ (as is supposed) is, a com- 
plaint of David, when driven from Jerusalem beyond Jor- 
dan, by his rebellious son, Absalom. It describes, in beau- 
tiful and pathetic strains, the vicissitudes of joy and sor- 
row ; hope and despondency ; natural to a man under thQ 
painful circumstances in which the Psalmist was placed. 

In this Psalm David speairs throughout 

1 Like as the hart desireth the water-brooks : 
so longeth my soul after thee, O God. 

2 My soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the 
living God : when shall I come to appear before 
the presence of God ? 

3 My tears have been my meat day and night : 
while they daily say unto me. Where is now thy 
God? 

4 Now when I think thereupon, I poiir out my 
heart by myself : for I went with the multitude, 
and brought them forth into the house of God ; 

5 In the voice of praise and thanksgiving: 
among such as keep holy-day. 

6 Why art thou so fiill of heaviness, O my soul : 
and why art thou so disquieted within me ? 
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• 7 Put thy trust in God : for I will yet give him 
thanks for the help of his countenance. 

8 My God, my soul is vexed within tne : there- 
fore will I remember thee concerning the land of 
Jordan, and the little hill of Hermon. 

9 One deep calleth another, because of the noise 
of the water-pipes <: all thy waves and Storms are 
gone over me. 

10 The Lord hath granted his loving-kindness in 
ttie day-time : and in the night-season did I sing of 
him, and made my prayer unto the God of my life^ 

111 will say unto the God of my strength. Why 
hast thou forgotten me : why go I thus heavily, 
while the enemy oppresseth me ? 

12 My bones are smitten asunder as with a 
sword: while mine enemies that trouble me cast 
me in the teeth ; 

: 13 Namely, while they say daily unto me : 
Where is now thy God ? 

14 Why art thou so vexed, O my soul : and 
why art thou so disquieted within me ? 

15 O put thy trust in God : for I will yet thank 
him, which is the help of my countenance, and my 
God- 

" Ver. 1. Like as the kart^ ^c] How beautiful is this simile, 
when we take into consideration the arid surface^ and '* brazea 
skies," of Judea.— -Ed. 

Fer* 3. My tears have been my meat.] This must be consi- 
dered, of course, as figurative language : but its propriety will 
be more apparent, when we recollect, that the diet of the ancient 
Hebrews was made lip, for the most part, of fluids, such as 
broth, pottage, &c. 
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Ver. 5. Keep holy-day."] Namely ; " The day when I brought 
the ark of the Lord into the tabernacle on Mount Zion :" See 
1 Chron. xv. 25. 28. 

Ver. 7. Put thy trust, ^c.] This is the language of genuine 
piety. It discerns, through the tear that dims its eye, the im- 
mutable goodness and infinite mercy of God; and stays itself 
upon this conviction, as upon a rock ; amid all the storms of for- 
tune, and all the sorrows of mortality. — Ed. 

Ver. 8. Concerning the land of Jordan, and the little hill of 
Hermon.'] Rather : " therefore I will remember thee, concern- 
ing the land of Jordan, and the Hermons ; and concerning the 
little hill." That is ; to raise my dejected spirits, I will recollect 
the comforts of thy presence, in the land of Jordan, and the 
Hermons, and on the little hill of Sion, Hermons, (plural) be* 
cause the mountain has a double ridge : rising in many summits. 
The river Jordan, and the mountains of Hermon, are the most 
striking features of the Holy Land. Sion is a hill, of compara- 
tively, small elevation. 

Ver. 9. One deep calleth another, ^c] Rather: " Wav^ 
calleth unto wave, in addition to the noise of thy water-spouts." 
Bishop Home remarks, *^ these ideas seem to be borrowed froih 
the general deluge ; or from a storm at sea, when, at the sound 
of descending water-spouts, or torrents of rain, the depths are 
stirred up, and put into horrible commotion." 

Ver. 14. Why art thou so vexed, ^c] The affecting repeti^ 
tion, of tender expostulation in the present verse : and of horta<« 
tory religious confidence in the 15th verse is, I should say, in the 
highest style of classical poetry ; did I not believe, that the clas- 
sical ode and epic, were entirely indebted for all their chief beau- 
ties, to the inspired compositions of the Hebrew bards and Pro« 
phets.^-ED, 

Ver. 15. Help.] Rather :« Health." See Ps. xliii. 6. 
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PSALM XLIII. 

Vtotntibe. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is the same as that of the 
jpreceding one. Bishop Horsley considers the two as form- 
'ing only one composition. 

In this Psahn David speaks thraughotd. 

1 Give sentence with me, O God, and defend 
my cause against the migodly people : O deliver 
me from the deceitful and wicked man. 
. 2 For thou art the God of my strength, why 
hast thou put me from thee : and why go I so 
heavily, while the enemy oppresseth me ? 

3 O send out thy light and thy truth, that they 
may lead me : and bring me unto thy holy hill, and 
to thy dwelling. 

4 And that I may go unto the altar of God, even 
unto the God of my joy and gladness : and upon 
the harp will I give thanks unto thee, O God, my 
God. 

. 5 Why art thou so heavy, O my soul : and why 
art thou so disquieted within me ? 

6 O put thy trust in God : for I will yet give 
him thanks, which is the help of my countenance, 
and my God. 

Ver. 1. Ungodly people,] Rather : " a nation of no pity ;** 
destitute of the feelings of humanity, void of the milk of human 
kindness. 

Ver. 2. Why go I so heavily y SfcJ] The Bible translation is 
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preferable : " why go I moumingy because of the oppression of 
the enemy V 

Ver. 6. Help of my countenance.] Rather, as in the Bible 
translation : <^ the health of my countenance :" that is, '* he on 
*whom I fix my eyes, as my only deli?erer, protector, and Saviour.'* 



THE NINTH DAY OF THE MONTH. 



PSALM XLIV. 

Bfbottotml attlr SUintibf. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is^ a retrospection to the 
great things which God had done for his people: a com-» 
pliunt of the withdrawing of the divine support and favour : 
and a petition for mercy and deliverance. This Psalm is 
supposed not to have been composed by David : as it refers 
to a state of public afiairs (verse 9 to 20) which did not occur 
during the reign of that monarch. It may suit the time of 
Hezekiah, when Judea suffered by the invasion of the 
Aissyrians. 

In this Psahn the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 We have heaxd with our ears, O God, our 
fathers have told us : what thou hast done m their 
time of old. 

2 How thou hast driven out the heathen with 
thy hand, and planted them in : how thou hast 
destroyed the nations, and east them out. 

8 
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3 For theygat not the land in possession through 
their own sword: neither was it their own arm. 
that helped them ; 

4 But thy right hand, and thine arm, and the 
light of thy countenance : hecause thou hadst a 
favour unto them. 

5 Thou art my King, O God : send help unto 
Jacoh. 

6 Through thee will we overthrow oiu* enemies : 
and in thy Name will we tread them under, that 
rise up against us. 

7 For I will not trust in my bow : it is not my 
sword that shall help me ; 

8 But it is thou that savest us from oiu* ene- 
mies : and puttest them to confiision that hate us. 

9 We make our boast of God all day long : and 
will praise thy Name for ever. 

10 But now thou art far off, and puttest us to 
confusion : and goest not forth with our armies. 

1 1 Thou makest us to turn omr backs upon our 
enemies: so that they which hate us spoil our 
goods. 

12 Thou lettest us be eaten up like sheep : and 
hast scattered us among the heathen. 

13 Thou sellest thy people for nought : and 
takest no money for them. 

14 Thou makest us to be rebuked of our neigh- 
bours : to be laughed to scorn, and had in derision 
of them that are round about us. 

15 Thou makest us to be a by-word among the 
heathen : and that the people shake their heads 
at us. 
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16 My confusion is daily before me : and the 
shame of my face hath covered me ; 

17 For the voice of the slanderer and blas- 
phemer : for the enemy and avenger. 

18 And though all this be come upon us, yet do 
we not forget thee : nor behave ourselves fro- 
wardly in thy covenant. 

19 Our heart is not turned back : neither our 
steps gone out of thy way. 

20 No, not when thou hast smitten us into the 
place of dragons : and covered us with the shadow 
of death. 

21 If we have forgotten the Name of our God, 
and holden up our hands to any strange god : shall 
not God search it out ? for he knoweth the very 
secrets of the heart. 

22 For thy sake also are we killed all the day 
long: and are counted as sheep appointed to be slain. 

23 Up, Lord, why sleepest thou : awake, and be 
not absent from us for ever. 

24 Wherefore hidest thou thy face: and for- 
gettest our misery and trouble ? 

25 For our soul is brought low, even unto the 
dust : our belly cleaveth unto the ground. 

26 Arise, and help us : and deliver us for thy 
mercy's sake. 

Ver. 2. Driven out the heathen^ S^(u] That is, ** expelled 
the seven nations out of the land of Canaan.^ 

Ver, 4. The light of thy countenance.] This alludes, pro- 
bably, to the special presence of Jehovah in the armies of Israel, 
when they marched through the wilderness, manifested in the 
light, shining cloud, that preceded and conducted the host. . 

I 
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r yer» \%. ScuUtered us among the heqLthen,'\ On the inyal^ion 
and ravaging of part of Judea by the Assyrians, many of the iAhar 
bitants left their '^ goods" and habitations to the plunderers^ and 
sought refuge in distant places. 

Ver. 13. Sellest thy people for nought, ^c] That is ; thou 
tuffeiest them to be sold for slaves, at a low and trifling price. 

Ver. 18. Nor behave ourselves frowardly in thy covenanLl 
That is; *' we have not broken through that engagement, by 
which we bound ourselves to worship Thee alone," 

Ver, 20. A place of dragons.] A metaphorical expression, 
for a desolate and uninhabited region. 

Ver, 21. Holden up our hands,] It is observed, in a former 
i^ote, that the Jews prayed with expanded hands. This ia a 
practice of the Mohammedans, at the present day. Pitts, ia hff 
account of their religion and manners, says, that, on ^ certain 
bccasion, the Algerines, " all together held up their handSf beg- 
ging the Marabbot's blessing, and a prosperous voyage." 

Ver^ 25. JFV>r our soul, ^.] The sense of this verse isy ^' we 
are as much dejected and depressed, as if our spirits were.ut^rly 
annihilated; and as if our animal frames, without strength or 
support, had fallen lifeless to the ground." 
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Wtortetteal. 

The SUBJECT of this Psahn, is thus given by Bishop 
Horsley *. It relates to the second advent of Jesus Christ, 
The bridegroom is the conquering, not the suffering Mes- 
siah. The marriage ia celebrated after his victories^; and 
the bride is the Church universal^ rescued from the perse- 

, • It is to be observed, however, that many commentators fcon- 
tider this Psalm as an Epithalamium ; or song composed on At 
mairiage of Solomon witii the daughter of the king of EgypCi --! 
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jbutions of the Anti-Christian faction^ and composed of the 
two great branches of the Church, that of tke restored Jews^ 
and that of the ingrafted Gentiles. Or, rather, perhaps, the 
bvide or consort, is the Church of the converted Jews, be- 
come die metropolitical Church of all Christendom ; and th« 
vii^n*s companions are the other Churches. This Psalm 
is appointed to be used on Christmas Day. 

In this PsaJm David speaks throughout, 

: 1 My heart is inditing of a good matter : I speak 
of the things which I have made unto the King. 
% My tongue is the pen : of a ready writer. 
' 3 Thou art £a.irer than the children of men : full 
of grace are thy lips^ because God hath blessed 
the6 for ever. 

4 Gird thee with thy sword upon thy thigh, O 
thou most Mighty : according to thy worship and 
renown. 

5 Good luck have thou with thine honomr : ride 
on, because of the word of truth, of meekness, and 
righteousness ; and thy right hand shall teach thee 
terrible things. 

6 Thy arrows are very sharp, and the people 
^Q be subdued unto thee: even in the midst 
arndhg the King^s enemies. 

' i Thy seat, O God, endiu-eth for ever : the 

6(iteptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 

8 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 

iniquity : wherefore God, even thy God, .hath 

anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy 

felloes.. \ 

i2 
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c 9 All thy garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and 

cassia : out of the ivory palaces, whereby they 

have made thee glad, 

. 10 Kings' daughters were among thy honom'able 

women : upon thy right hand did stand the queen 

in a vesturq of gold, wrought about with divers 

colours. 

11 Hearken, O daughter, and consider, incline 
thine ear: forget also thine own people, and thy 
father's house. 

. 12 So shall the King have pleasure in thy beauty : 
for he is thy Lord God, and worship thou him. 

13 And the daughter of Tyre shall be there 
with a gift : like as the rich also among the people 
shall make their supplication before thee. 

14 The King's daughter is all glorious within : 
her clothing is of wrought gold. 

- 15 She shall be brought unto the King in rai- 
ment of needle-work : the virgins that be her fel- 
lows shall bear her company, and shall be brought 
iinto thee. 

16 With joy and gladness shall they be brought : 
and shall enter into the King's palace. 
' 17 Instead of thy fathers thou shalt have chil- 
dren : ' whom thou may est make princes in all 
lands. 

18 I will remember thy Name from one gene- 
ration to another : therefore shall the people give 
thanks unto thee, world without end. 

Fer. 1. I will speak of the things^ ^c] ** I will address my 
composition to the king." — Bp. Law. 

Ver. 2. A recidy writer,'] That is, an hired scribe. Of the 
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scribes among the Hel)iBws» there were two kinds: those whor 
were employed about civil writings and records, as a profitable 
employ : and those who addicted themselves to studying, tran- 
scribing, and explaining the Holy Scriptures. The allusion ia 
this veikBe is to the former description of writers. 
'. Ver. 3. Oird thee with thy sward upon thy thigh.^ Among 
Eastern kings, this is one of the ceremonies observed on their 
acceding to the throne. ^' In a few days, Mohammed Jaffier 
was proclaimed governor, and was invested with this dignity, by 
the girding of a sword upon his thigh." — Morier*s Journey 
tktough Persia, p. 25. When the inhabitants of the East travel 
on horseback, they place their swords, which are very broad, 
un^r the thigh, 

r Ver. 5. Good luck, A-c.l Mr. Merrick observes, on this verse : 
'/ Perhaps the sense is this : thy right hand shall know its office; 
i))^ %^itdal exercise, shall render thee expert in war ; and lead 
Aeeon from conquest to conquest" 

Ver. 6. Thy arrows are, §*c.] The Bible translation of this 
vei^, is more intelligible : *' Thine arrows are sharp in the heart 
of the king's enemies ; whereby the people fall under thee." 

Ver, 8. Anointed thee with the oil of gladness.] Alluding 
td the unction of the high-priest with the holy oil: Exod. txiC. 
5^3.25/ 

Ver. 9. Ivory palaces, ^c] " Brought out of the ivory ward- 
robes to please thee." — Bp. Law. 

Ver» 10. Upon thy right hand did stand the queen.] In the 
hsureins of all Eastern princes, the favourite wife, or Sultana, has 
far higher dignity, and more important privileges, than the rest 
of the wives. Compare 2 Chron. xi. 21, 22. xv. 16. 

Ver. 11. Forget also thine own people.] This refers to a 
custom among the Hebrews, with respect to the terms on which 
a proselyte to the law of Moses was to be received: one of 
which appears to have been, a renunciation of all his natural 
relations, provided they were not of the Jewish religion. To thfs 
sacrifice of every thing carnal and worldly, ** the daughter," or 
Christian Church, the Spouse of Messiah, is called upon in the 
text, 

^er. 13. The daughter of Tyre, ^c] That is, the Tyrians ; 
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as the daughter of Jerusalem, signifieB the inhabitants of Jam-' 
salem : Isaiah xxxvii. 22. 

Fer, 14. All glorious within,"] Rather: "in her counte- 
nance.'* — Bp. Law. 

Fer, 17. Instead of thy fathers thou shalt have childr^nS] 
That isy " thy sons shall eclipse the glory of thy fathers* bom to 
the inheritance of a better kingdom." 



PSALM XLVL 

BvavBMtit atm iiErratttUtorfi. 



The SUBJECT of this Psahn^ is an Epinikion, or h}nain of 
praise and triumph after some victory , that had ensured 
public peace and tranquillity to Israel. It was, probably, 
composed by David, afler a successful battle, which he had 
obtained over his enemies, in the beginning of his reign. 

In this PsaJm David speaks throughmsti except in the VHh 
verse; in which Jehovah is siipposed to speak. 

1 God is our hope and strength : a very pre* 
sent help in trouble, 

2 Therefore will we not fear, though the earth 
be moved : and though the hills be carried into the 
midst of the sea. 

3 Though the waters thereof rage and swell: 
and though the mountains shake at the tempest of 
the same. 

4 The rivers of the flood thereof shall make 
glad the city of God : the holy place of the taber- 
nacle of the most Highest. 

5 God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she 
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tiot be removed; God shall help her^ and that 
right early. 

6 The heathen make much ado^ and the king- 
doms are moved : but God hath shewed his voice, 
and the earth shall melt away. 

7 The Lord of hosts is With us : the God of 
Jacob is our refiige. 

8 O come hither, and behold the works of the 
Lord : what destruction he hath brought upon the 
earth. 

9 He maketh wars to cease in all the world : he 
breaketh the bow, and knappeth the spear in sun- 
der, and burneth the chariots in the fire. 

10 Be still then, and know that I am God : I 
will be exalted among the heathen, and I will be 
exalted in the earth. 

11 The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of 
Jacob is our refuge. 

Vet, 2. Though the earth be moved^ Rather : " though the 
earth, be removed— demolished — reduced to ruins." The ima- 
gery in this Psalm is very sublime — a shattered world — raging 
floods — shaking mountains — hills mingling with the ocean; and 
the whole terrestrial fabric " melting" away! — Ed. 

Ver, 4. The rivers of the floods S^cS] Rather : " there is a 
river, the streams whereof gladden the city of God." The sense 
is, that during all this commotion of the waters, and tottering of 
the hills, the streams near the city of God, will run smooth and 
gentle in their channels, for the refreshment of the inhabitants. 
Perhaps, (according to the Eastern manner of allegorizing) inti« 
mating, under this imagery, the restored regularity of the Jewish 
government, opposed to the anarchy which had prevailed during^ 
its warfare ; or, that prevailed in the world at large. 

Ver, 6. The heathen make much ado, ^c] The Bible trans* 
lation is here very fine : '' the heathen raged, the kingdoms wera 
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mored : he uttered his voice, the earth melted." The contrast is 
sublime : the rage of the enemies of God, fierce as it was, could 
only agitate the nations : but the mere breath of Jehovah, 
" melted" these heathen themselves, and the very *' earth" on 
ivhich they trode. — Ed. " ■ 



iStienittg 9v»titv^ 



PSALM XLVIL 

€fr{(tuIatorfi. 

The SUBJECT and the occasion of this Psalm, are very 
/similar to those of the preceding one. It is appointed to be 
read on Ascension Day. 



•\ 



In this Psalm David speais throughouL 

1 O clap your hands together, all ye people : O 
fiiiig unto God with the voice of melody. 

2 For the Lord is high, and to be feared : he is 
the great King upon all the earth, 

3 He shall subdue the people under us: and 
the nations under our feet. 

4 He shall choose out an heritage for us : even 
the worship of Jacob, whom he loved. 

5 God is gone up with a merry noise : and the 
Lord with the sound of the trump. 

6 O sing praises, sing praises unto our God : O 
sing praises, sing praises unto our King. 

. 7 For God is the King of all the earth : sing ye 
praises with understanding. 
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8 God reigneth over the heathen : God sitteth 
upon his holy seat. '^ 

9 The princes of the peopte are jomed unto the 
people of the God of Abraham : for God, which i§ 
very high exalted, doth defend the earth, as it were 
with a shield. * / j 

Ver. 2. For the Lord is high, ^eJ] Rather : ** for Jehovah 
the high, the terrible : is the great King over all the earth." 

Fer. 4. The worship of Jacob,'] The Bible translation has it, 
"the .excellency of Jacob:" that is, " the inheritance*' chosen 
for Jacob by God. 

Fer, 5, God is gone up with a merry noise,'] Rather : " Jeho* 
▼ah is gone up" (the Hill of Sion) ^* with loud shouting ;" as re- 
timiing to his ancient seat, among his chosen people, in triumph 
aiidglory. . '^ 

Fer. 6, O'sing praises^ ^c] This is an invitation to the 
people to celebrate the triumph of the conqueror. It was cus* 
tomary to go out to meet kings and conquerors, with songs and 
dances : as we find that Miriam tnet Moses ; and the Jewish 
:iYomeD, Saul and David. 

Fer, 9. For God, which is very high exalted, ^c] Rather, 
according to the 'Bible translation : ^* for the shields of the 
earth," (or the protectors of kingdoms) ** belong unto God : he 
is greatly exalted." The sense of this verse, says Bishop Hornet 
^pressed in New Testament language, would be, " the king- 
doms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and hii| 
Christ ; and he shall reign for ever and ever." 



u) 



PSALM XLVIIL 

(IBrratttlators. 



* The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is holy exultation on God's 
deliverance of his Zion^ from some impending pditical eviL 
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From'the li^th and 13th verses of thisTsalm, observes 3i' 
shop Horsley, it may be guessed, that it was written in th^ 
reign of Uzziah. The fortifications of Jerusalem received 
great additions and improvement from that warlike prince^ 
who seems to have been the inventor of balistic engines. 
See 2 Chron. xxvL It is appointed to be used on Whit^ 

aunday. 

■ ..- • ' . .■ . 

X 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 Great is the Lord, and highly to be praised r 
in the city of our God, even upon his holy hiD, 

2 The hill of Sion is a feir place, and the joy of 
the whole earth : upon the north side lieth the city 
of the great King ; God is well known in her pa^ 
laces as a sure refuge. 

3 For lo, the kings of the earth : are gathered, 
and gone by together. 

4 They njarvelled to see such things : they were 
kstonished, and suddenly cast down. 

5 Fear came there upon them, and sorrow : as 
upon a woman in her travail. 

• 6 Thou shalt break the ships of the sea: through 
the east wind. 

7 Like as we have heard, so have we seen in 
the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our 
God : God upholdeth the same for ever. 

8 We wait for thy loving-kindness, O God : in 
the midst of thy temple. 

9 O God, according to thy Name, so is thy praise 
unto the world's end : thy right hand is full of righ- 
teousness. 
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10 Let the mount Sion rejoice, and the daughter 
of Judah be glad : because of thy judgements. 

11 Walk about Sion, and go round about her: 
and tell the towers thereof. 

12 Mark well her bulwarks^ set up her houses : 
that ye may tell them that come after. '. 

13 For this God is our God for ever and ever : 
he shall be our guide unto death. 

Fer. 2, A fcnr place,] " Beautiful for situation/' says the 
Bib» tijans. that is, for the exteusire prospect which it commands. 

Ibid. The city of the Great King.] Rather : " the buildings 
of the Great King :" that is, of Jehovah : his temple and its courts. 
* Ver, 3, Gathered and gone by together,] Monarchs and their 
atniies banded together to destroy Jerusalem ; but they separated 
and departed, without making any attempt. This was the case- 
in more instances than one, as we learn from the Bible. 

Figr. 6. Through the east wind,] Gales from this quarter of 
the compass, are often fatal to vessels in the oriental seas : the 
sense therefore is, as the east wind frequently shipwrecks the 
stoutest vessels ; in like manner, the might of Jehovah cdnfounds 
and disperses our most formidable foes. • ; 

Ver,n^ Like asv^e hav^ hearcf, ^c] As we have heard of the 
miracles wrought for the deliverance of our fathers in forn^er 
times, so we have seen and experienced the same in our own. 

Ver. 9, According to thy Name, §*c.] Thy name, O God, is 
Goodness ; and thy unlimited and everlasting manifestadon of rt^ 
demands, and has universal praise. 

Ver, .12. Set up her houses.] Rather^ as in the Bib. trani|<^ 
" consider her palaces.'' 

Fer, 13. Unto death.] These words, says Bishop Horsley^ 
undoubtedly belong to the title of the following Psalm : there- 
fore, continues he, this last verse should be rendered thus : • 
" Truly this God is our God, 
For ever and ever he will be our guide." 
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PSALM XLIX. 

: The subject of this Psalm, is of a moral and g^nei'al 
nature, admirably adapted to "justify the ways of God Ur 
men/' in the unequal distribution of the goods of this Ufe : 
representing the exaltation of. the wicked, as confined en* 
tirely to this short and uncertain state of existence ; and ihat 
Ul their power and advantages cannot shield them froii the 
istroke of death : whereas on the other hand, God will &voiXP 
the righteous at the last, and eventually " receive" Ihem into 
glory, ver. 15. 

* 

> 

« -i 

In this Psabn the TsALMiST speaks throughout. 

»' ' ' • 

1 O hear ye this, all ye people : ponder it with 
your ears, all ye that dwell in the world ; 
.. 2 High and low, rich and poor : one with anor 
ther. 

3 My mouth shall speak of wisdom : and iny 
Ixeart. shall muse of ,im4eystanding. 

4 I will incline mine ear to the parable : and 
^hew my dark speech upon the harp. 

5 Wherefore should I fear in the days of wicked'- 
ness : and when the wickedness of my heels com- 
passetl^ me round about ? 

'6 There be some that put their trust in their 
^oods : and boast themselves in the multitude of 
their riches. 

7 But no man may deliver his brother : nor m^ke 
agreement unto God for him ; 
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: 8 For it cost more to redeem their souls : so that 
he must let that alone for ever ; 

9 Yea, though he live long: and see not the, 
grave. 

10 For he seeth that wise men also die, and pe- 
rish together : as well as the ignorant and foolish, 
and leave their riches for other. 

11 And yet they think that their houses shall 
continue for ever : and that their dwelling-places 
shall endiure from one generation to another ; and 
call the lands after their own names. 

12; Nevertheless, man will not abide in honour: 
seeing he may be compared unto the beasts that 
perish ; this is the way of them. 

13 This is their foolishness : and their posterity 
praise their saying. 

14 They lie in the hell like sheep, death 
gnaweth upon them, and the righteous shall have 
dominion over them in the morning : their beauty 
shall consume in the sepulchre out of their dwell- 
ing. 

15 But God hath delivered my soul from the 
place of hell : for he shall receive me. 

16 Be not thou afraid, though one be made rich*: 
or if the glory of his house be increased ; 

17 For he shall carry nothing away with him 
when he dieth : neither shall his pomp follow him. 

18 For while he hved, he counted himself an 
happy man : and so long as thou doest well unto 
thyself, men will speak good of thee. 

19 He shall follow the generation of his fathers ; 
and shall never see Hght. 
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: 20 Man being in honour hath no understanding: 
but is compared unto the beasts that perish. 

Ver. 1. hear, •S'c.] The proem of this ode is very spirited ; 
bespeaking the attention of men of all countries, and of all ranks, 
to lessons of the highest importance, and of universal concern. 

Ver, 4. Dark speech!\ These words allude to that highly figu- 
rative language frequent in eastern composition, where " more is 
meant than meets the ear :" and which requires thought and at- 
tention, in order to comprehend its meaning: thus making a 
deeper impression upon the mind, than plain and familiar ex- 
pressions. — Ed. 

Ver, 5. Wherefore should I fear, 8^0."] Of this and the suc- 
ceeding verse. Bishop Horsley gives the following version : 

5. " Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, 

When the iniquity of those who plot against me environs me : 

6. Of those who trust in their own wealth, 

- And boast themselves in the multitude of their riches Y* 

Ver, 7, 8, 9. Bishop Home renders these three obscure verses 
ftg follows : ** None of them (who boast themselves in their riches) 
can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom 
for him : 8. (For the redemption of their soul is precious, aad it 
coaseth for ever) that h^ should liye for ever, and may not, see 
corruption." The sense seems to be ; riches cannot be a propi- 
tiation for the sins of the possessor himself, or of any other per- 
ison, so as to secure redemption and immortafityto eithiBr.' Re-^ 
demption is only once effected, and then " ceaseth for ever :" or, 
as: the Apostle speaks, after the sacrifice pf Christ's body, pncio 
offered, *' there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins." Heb, x. 26. 
Ver, 14. Tfiey lie in the hell like sheep, ^c] The meaning of 
this verse is well given by Mr. Merrick. " They lie in the grave 
like sheep : death shall be their shepherd, and have dominion 
over them : their honour shall be no more : their fbrm shall 
poulder away : the grave shall be Uieir habitation.'^ 

Ibid. Their beauty shall consume, Sfc] ''The grave, thei^ 
dwelling, shall consume their beauty." — Bp. Law. 
* Ver, 18. For while he lived, Sfc] Rather : ** though he bless 
his soul in his life, and commend thee when thou cheerest thyr 

8 
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wlf — Bf. Law. The meaniiig is, " thot^^h the rich man pam- 
per himself with all the enjoyments of this life, and encourage 
thee to do the same; it shidl hot save him from the grave, for He 
shall foHow the generation, &c. yerse 19. 



THE TENTH DAY OF THE MONTH. 



Movning Vtan^v* 



PSALM L. 

HBxanstit. 

The SUBJECT of this sublime Psalm, which appears to 
h»!m been written by Asaph, is a stem reproof from Jehovah^ 
of the hypocrisy and insincerity of the worship of the Jews; 
conveying a solemn lesson to all mankind, of the worthless- 
nes9 of the forms of religion, unless they are sanctified bjr 
piety of heartt and righteousness of life. 

In this Psalm the Characters supposed to speak, are, the 
Psalmist to v. 5. and Jehovah through the remainder 
. qf the Psalm. 

;,,1. The Lord, even the most mighty God, hath 
spoken : and called the world, from the rismg up 
of the sun^ unto the going down thereof. 

2 Out of Sion hath God appeared : in perfect 
beauty. 
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- 3 Our God shall come, and shall not keep sflence: 
there shall go before him a consmning fire, and a 
mighty tempest shall be stirred up round about him, 

4 He shall call the heaven from above : and the 
earth, that he may judge his people. 

5 Gather my saints together unto me : those 
that have made a covenant with me with sacrifice. 

6 And the heaven shall declare his righteous- 
ness : for God is judge himself. 

7 Hear, O my people, and I will speak : I my- 
self will testify against thee, O Israel ; for I am 
God, even thy God. 

8 I will not reprove thee because of thy sacri- 
fices, or for thy bumt-ofierings : because they were 
not alway before me. 

9 I will take no bullock out of thine house : nor 
he-goat out of thy folds. 

^ 10 For all the beasts of the forest are mine : and 
so are the cattle upon a thousand hills. 
• 111 know ail the fowls upon the mountains : 
and the wild beasts of the field are in my sight. 

12 If I be hungry, I will not tell thee : for the 
whole world is mine, and all that is therein. 

- 13 Thinkest thou that I will eat bulls* flesh : and 
drink the blood of goats ? 

14 Ofier unto God thanksgiving:, and pay thy 
vows unto the most Highest. 

15 And call upon me in the time of trouble : so 
will I hear thee, and thou shalt praise me. 

16 But unto the ungodly said God : Why dost 
thou preach my laws, and takest my covenant in 
thy mouth ; 
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> 17 Whereas thou hatest to be reformed: and 
hast cast my words behind thee ? 

18 When thou sawest a thief, thou consentedst 
unto him : and hast been partaker with the adul- 
terers. 

19 Thou hast let thy mouth speak wickedness : 
and with thy tongue thou hast set forth deceit. 

20 Thou satest, and spakest against thy brother : 
yea, and hast slandered thine own mother's son. 

21 These things hast thou done, and I held my 
tongue, and thou thoughtest wickedly, that I am 
even such a one as thyself : but I will reprove thee, 
and set before thee the things that thou hast done. 
^ 22 O consider this, ye that forget God : lest I 
pluck you away, and there be none to deliver you. 

23 Whoso offereth me thanks and praise, he ho- 
noureth me : and to him that ordereth his conver- 
sation right, will I shew the salvation of God. 

'^J^er. 1; The Lord, even the most mighty God, Sfc] The 
descriptive part of this ode, to ttie 5th Verse, is pre-eminently 
grand; Jehovab, inrested with all his attributes, a fire devouring 
before him, and a mighty tempest raging around him, calling on 
universal nature, the heaven above, and the earth beneath, with 
all the intelligent and responsible creatures of his hand, to a ge- 
neral judgement, and a final doom. Aware, as the fathers of the 
JeWisb Church were, of the dispensations of a resurrection of the 
body : a last judgement : and a future retribution : there can be 
j^t little? doubt, that the Psalmist refers to these dispensations, in 
this sublime proem of the .50th Psalm.. See the.xx.ivth discour^^ 
in ipy " 3widay-Evening Discourses for Households." — Ed. 

reri'B. ' 1 will not reprove thee because of thy sacrifices,'] That 
sdcrificfeb were of divine appointment originally ; and instituted 
by the Almighty, as a type of the death of Christ, for the salva- 

K 
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tion of the world ; see my " Sunday- Evenmg Discourses for House* 
holds." Discourse VI. " the origin of sacrifices," Vol, I. p. 89. 
God, therefore, cannot be supposed, in this, and the five follow- 
ing verses, to speak slightingly of what he himself ordained. They 
merely import, that (under the Mosaical dispensation) sacrifices 
were not so pleasing to him, as moral obedience ; and that they 
were insufficient to make a proper atonement for sin, 

Ver, 16. Why dost thou preach my lawSy §-c.] Rather : 
" What concerns it thee to recite my statutes ; 
And why takest thou my covenant in thy mouth V 
This is a reproval of mere formal religion: of that /aiM which 
satisfies itself with saying, ** Lord ! Lord ;" and omits to practise 
the moral precepts of the Gospel. 

Ver, 1 8. Thou consentedst unto himJ] That is, " thou didst 
assist him in carrying off his booty, and making his escape." 

Ver, 20. Thou satest, and spakest, Spc.] That is, " such is your 
love of calumny and slander, that even while sitting idly in your 
chair, you are speaking evil of those who ought to be dearest to 
you." 

Ver, 23» Whoso offereth me thanks^ ^c] How sublime is the 
lesson of practical piety contained in this verse. " He who is 
grateful and devout, honours me more than he does, who observes 
all the formalities of religion : and on him who liveth an holy and 
an upright life, will I confer favour and protection here, and sal- 
vation hereafter." — Ed. 



PSALM LI. 

Venitential. 



The SUBJECT of this Psahn, is supposed to express the 
deep remorse of David, after his heinous and disgraceful 
behaviour, in " the matter of Uriah the Hittite." Never 
was sin followed by keener compunction ; or more genuine 
repentanqe. 

8 
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In this Psahn David speaks throughout^ 

1 Have mercy upon me, O God, after thy great 
goodness : according to the multitude of thy mer- 
cies do away mine offences* 

2 Wash me throughly from my wickedness: 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I acknowledge my faults : and my sin is 
ever before me. 

4 Against thee only have I sinned, and done 
this evil in thy sight : that thou mightest be justi- 
fied in thy saying, and clear when thou art judged. 

5 Behold, I was shapen in wickedness : and in 
sin hath my mother conceived me. 

6 But lo, thou requirest truth in the inward 
parts : and shalt make me to understand wisdom 
secretly. 

7 Thou shalt purge me vsrith hyssop, and I shall 
be clean : thou shalt wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow. 

8 Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness: 
that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 

9 Turn thy face from my sins : and put out all 
my misdeeds. 

10 Make me a clean heart, O God : and renew 
a right spirit within me. 

11 Cast me not away from thy presence : and 
take not thy holy Spirit from me. 

12 O give me the comfort of thy help again : 
and stablish me with thy free Spirit. 

13 Then shall I teach thy ways unto the wicked : 
and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

K 2 
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14 Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, 
thou that art the God of my health : and my 
tongue shall sing of thy righteousness. 

15 Thou shalt open my lips, O Lord : and my 
mouth shall shew thy praise. 

16 For thou desirest no sacrifice, else would I 
give it thee : but thou delightest not in burnt- 
oflFerings. 

17 The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit: a 
broken and contrite heart, O God, shalt thou not 
despise. 

18 O be favourable and gracious unto Sion : 
build thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

19 Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifice 
of righteousness, with the burnt-ofierings and ob- 
lations : then shall they ofier young bullocks upon 
thine altar. 



Ver. 1, Do away.'] Rather: " wipe away." — Bishop Law. 

Ver. 4. Against thee onlyy ^c] Rather: " to thee only am 
I accountable." — Bishop Law. 

. Ibid, That thou mighte St be justified, Sfc] ^Rather: "thou 
wilt be just in what thou hast spc^en ; in the sentence thou hast 
pronounced upon me, by the Prophet Nathan." — Bishop Law. 

rer. 7. Thou shalt purge me, Sfc] It appears from Numbers 
xix. that the unclean person was sprinkled with a bunch of hys- 
sop, dipped in the water of separation. 

Fen 10. Renew a right spirit within me: ver. 11. Take not 
thy Holy Spirit from me: ver. 12. Stablish me with thy free 
Spirit.^ With respect to these expressions, the Chaldee Para- 
phrast, and the Hebrew Commentators, understand the spirit of 
prophesy ; which they say was withdrawn on account of David's 
sorrow and remorse, for his shameful miscarriage in the matter of 
Uriah. For they hold, that the mind of the Prophet must have 
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been in a tranquil, undisfurbed, and placid state, in order to ren- 
der it capable of receiving the divine afflatus. 

Ver. 14. Blood-guiltiness,'] David's alarmed conscience seems 
to place before his imagination the ghost of the murdered 
Uriah, in all the " bloody circumstances'' of his violent death. 

Ver, 16. For thou desirest no sdcrificeJ] See preceding note 
on the 8 th verse of 50th Psalm. " I will have mercy and not 
sacrifice," saith God : " I prefer the offering of a contrite heart, 
to all ritual services, and all the professions of the lips." 

Fer, 19. The sacrifice of righteousness^ The divine mora- 
lity of the Mosaical dispensation allovired of no substitute in the 
room of religious obedience, and virtuous conduct : and, as such, 
formed a remarkable contrast, y^ith the different religions of the 
heathen world; which propitiated their deities, for the foulest 
crimes, by mere external observances. It was this eternal moral 
law of Moses, which Jesus Christ came, *^ not to destroy, but to 
fulfil." The typical law, was merely temporary ; and, as such, 
abrogated by our blessed Lord. See my discourse on ** the mo- 
ral and ceremonial law." Sunday Evening Discourses, Disc. XL 



PSALM LIL 

iSeeeriytibe. 



The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a description of the 
enemies of the truth, and the Church in all ages, in the 
person of Doeg, the Edomite ; whose villainy is narrated in 
1 Sam. xxii. It displays the wretched disappointment 
which will attend all such malignant wickedness; and the 
certainty of its punishment. The Psalm concludes with the 
thanksgiving of David for his deliverance. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 Why boastest thou thyself, thou tyrant : that 
thou canst do mischief ; 
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2 Whereas the goodness of God : endureth yet 
daily? 

3 Thy tongue imagineth wickedness : and with 
lies thou cuttest like a sharp razor, 

4 Thou hast loved unrighteousness more than 
goodness : and to talk of lies more than righteous- 
ness. 

5 Thou hast loved to speak all words that may 
do hurt : O thou false tongue. 

6 Therefore shall God destroy thee for ever : 
he shall take thee and pluck thee out of thy dwell- 
ing, and root thee out of the land of the living. 

7 The righteous also shall see this, and fear: 
and shall laugh him to scorn ; 

8 Lo, this is the man that took not God for his 
strength : but trusted unto the multitude of his 
riches, and strengthened himself in his wickedness. 

9 As for me, I am like a green olive-tree in the 
house of God : my trust is in the tender mercy of 
God for ever and ever. 

10 I will always give thanks unto thee for that 
thou hast done : and I will hope in thy Name, for 
thy saints like it well. 

Ver. 1. Why boastest thou thy self ^ ^c] Bishop Horsley 
translates the three first verses as follows : 

" Why exultest thou in wickedness, 

O thou that art mighty in injustice ? 

Continually thou art plotting mischief; 

Thy tongue is like a sharpened razor, 

An engine of treachery." 
This is an animated apostrophe to Doeg; who, to ingratiate him- 
self with Saul, pretended to discover those who were confederate 
with David ; particularly Ahimelech. This priest he undertook 
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to kill, together with all his family ; and when he had slain four- 
score and five priests, &c« (1 Sam, xxii. 18, 19.) he seems, as is 
intimated in this verse, to have boasted of the barbarous deed. 

Ver, 3. Thy tongue imagineth mischief. '\ Rather, as in the 
Bib. trans. '' deviseth mischief ;'' that is^ thou inventest false 
charges against me ; and unjustly accusest me of having con- 
spired against Saul. This invention is metaphorically attributed 
to the tongue, though it properly belongs to the mind ; because 
the tongue is the interpreter of the mind. 

Ibid. Like a sharp razor,"] The simile is admirable, because 
it gives an unexpected wound. 

Ver, 6. Pluck thee out of thy dwellingy ^c] This alludes 
to the great excommunicatory sentence, Schammatha: which 
delivered up the offender to the hand of heaven ; to be cut off, 
himself and all his posterity. 

Ver, 10. Thy saints like it wellJ] The Bible translation is, 
** for it is good before thy saints ;" that is, thy mercies, thy pro- 
mises, and thy attributes, are the foundation of hope, joy, and 
confidence, in the souls of all the righteous. 



iSb^ing ^tavitt. 



PSALM LIIL 

i!9ramati( antr IdOractir. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, as well as the words (with 
the omission of three verses) are the same as Psalm xiv. 

In this Psalm the Personages supposed to speak, are, Je- 
hovah and David. 

1 The foolish body hath said in his heart : There 
is no God. 
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2 Corrupt are they, and become abominable in 
their wickedness : there is none that doeth good. 

3 God looked down from heaven upon the chil- 
dren of men : to see if there were any, that would 
understand, and seek after God. 

4 But they are all gone out of the way, they are 
altogether become abominable : there is also none 
that doeth good, no not one. 

5 Are not they without understanding that work 
wickedness : eating up my people as if they would 
eat bread ? they have not called upon God. 

6 They were afraid where no fear was : for God 
hath broken the bones of him that besieged thee ; 
thou hast put them to confusion, because God hath 
despised them. 

7 Oh, that the salvation were given unto Israel 
out of Sion : Oh, that the Lord would deliver his 
people out of captivity ! 

8 Then should Jacob rejoice : and Israel should 
be right glad. 

Psalm LIII. — See the notes on Ps. XIV. 



PSALM LIV. 

Ibupplttatot]? anir <{BrratuIatot*s« 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, David's supplication to 
God, when betrayed by the Ziphites, and surrounded by 
the bands of Saul (1 Sam. xxiii.): complaints of the tyranny 
exercised against him : and thanksgiving to God for his mer- 
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ciful deliverance from his enemies. It is appointed to be 
used on Good-Friday. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 Save me, O God, for thy Name's sake : and 
avenge me in thy strength. 

2 Hear, my prayer, O God : and hearken mito 
the words of my mouth. 

3. For strangers are risen up against me: and 
tjnrants, which have not God before their eyes, seek 
after my soul. 

4 Behold, God is my helper : the Lord is with 
them that uphold my soul. 

5 He shall reward evil unto mine enemies : de- 
stroy thou them in thy truth. 

6 An offering of a free heart will I give thee, and 
praise thy Name, O Lord : because it is so com- 
fortable. 

7 For he hath delivered me out of all my trou- 
ble : and mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine 
enemies. * 



Ver. 5^. Strangen^ The town of Ziph, was in the south 
east part of the country allotted to the tribe of Judah ; bordering 
on the Edomites. With a reference to Jerusalem, therefore, the 
inhabitants of Ziph might be denominated strangers. 

Ver, 7. Mine eye hath seen, ^c] Rather : " mine eye hath 
looked upon mine enemies." — Bp. Law. The meanmg is : "I 
have been able to look mine enemies in the face." 
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PSALM LV. 

The SUBJECT of this tender and touching Psalm, is, the 
complaint of David, probably, on the defection of Ahitophel, 
his former friend and counsellor, when he left his king, and 
clave to the rebellious Absalom : a profession of his own 
steadfast faith in God : and an assurance of his eventual de- 
liverance through the goodness of Jehovah. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughotd. 

1 Hear my prayer, O God : and hide not thyself 
from my petition. 

2 Take heed unto me, and hear me : how I 
mourn in my prayer, and am vexed. 

3 The enemy crieth so, and the ungodly cometh 
on so fast : for they are minded to do me some 
mischief ; so maliciously are they set against me. 

4 My heart is disquieted within me : and the fear 
of death is fallen upon me. 

5 Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me : 
and an horrible dread hath overwhelmed me. 

6 And I said, O that I had wings like a dove : 
for then would I flee away and be at rest. 

7 Lo, then would I get me away far off: and re- 
main in the wilderness. 

8 I would make haste to escape : because of the 
stormy wind and tempest. 

9 Destroy their tongues, O Lord, and divide 
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them : for I have spied unrighteousness and strife 
in the city. 

10 Day and night they go about within the walls 
thereof: miscliief also and sorrow are in the midst 
of it. 

1 1 Wickedness is therein : deceit and guile go 
not out of their streets. 

12 For it is not an open enemy, that hath done 
me this dishonour : for then I could have borne it. 

13 Neither was it mine adversary, that did mag- 
nify himself against me : for then peradventure I 
would have hid myself from him. 

14 But it was even thou, my companion : my 
guide, arid mine own famihar friend. 

15 We took sweet counsel together : and walked 
in the house of God as friends. 

16 Let death come hastily upon them, and let 
them go down quick into hell : for wickedness is in 
their dwellings, and among them. 

17 As for me, I will call upon God : and the 
Lord shall save me. 

18 In the evening, and morning, and at noon- 
day will I pray, and that instantly : and he shall 
hear my voice. 

19 It is he that hath delivered my soul in peace 
from the battle that was against me : for there were 
many with me. 

20 Yea, even God, that endureth for ever, shall 
hear me, and bring them down : for they will not 
turn, nor fear God. 

21 He laid his hands upon such as be at peace 
with him : and he brake his covenant. 
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THE ELEVENTH DAY OF THE MONTH, 



morning IPtaser* 



PSALM LVL 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is^ David's supplication to 
Gody when among the Philistines in Gath (1 Sam. xxi.)^ for 
protection and support: strong expressions of faith and 
confidence : concluding with a tribute of praise and thanks- 
giving. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 Be merciful unto me, O God, for man goeth 
about to devour me : he is daily fighting, and trou- 
bling me. 

2 Mine enemies are daily in hand to swallow me 
up : for they be many that fight against me, O thou 
most Highest. 

3 Nevertheless, though I am sometime afraid : 
yet put I my trust in thee. 

4 I will praise God, because of his word : I have 
put my trust in God, and will not fear what flesh 
can dp unto me. 

5 They daily mistake my words : all that they 
imagine is to do me evil. 

6 They hold all together, and keep themselves 



MORN.] PSALM LVn 143 

close : and mark my steps^ when they lay wait for 
my soul. 

7 Shall they escape for their wickedness : thou, 
O God, in thy displeasure shalt cast them down. 

8 Thou tellest my Sittings ; put my tears into 
thy bottle : are not these things noted in thy book ? 

9 Whensoever I call upon thee, then shall mine 
enemies be put to flight : this I know ; for God is 
on my side. 

10 In God's word will I rejoice : in the Lord's 
word will I comfort me. 

1 1 Yea, in God have I put my trust : I will not 
be afraid what man can do unto me. 

12 Unto thee, O God, will I pay my vows : unto 
thee will I give thanks. 

13 For thou hast delivered my soul ifrom death, 
and my feet from falling : that I may walk before 
God in the Kght of the Uving. 

Fer, 1. For man,] Namely : Saul and his corn-tiers. 

Fer, 4. Because of his word."] This expression is an Hebra^ 
ism: and means, '* because of his promise, which he hath made to 
me by his prophet*/' see 1 Sam. xvi. 13. 2 Sam, iii. 9. and v. 2. 

Fer, 8, My fiittings,'\ That is, "my wanderings:" (in the 
north of England, the word is still familiar, to express removalsf 
from place to place :) first, to Samuel in Naioth: 1 Sam, xix. 18. 
then to Jonathan, xx. 1. after that, to Gath, verse 10. then to 
Adullam, &c. xxii. 1. 3. 5. 

Ibid. Put my tears into thy bottle,] This passage seems to al- 
lude to the ancient practice of gathering the tears of the mourners 
at a funeral, into a phial, or lacrymatory vase, and depositing it 
in the grave, or mingling it with the ashes of the deceased. Mr. 
Morier, in his second journey into Persia, has described a custom 
which throws some light upon the present verse. "In some of 
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their mournful assemblies/' says he, ^* it is the custom for a priest 
to go about to each person, at the height of his grief, with a piece 
of cotton in his hand : with which he carefully collects the falling 
tears, and which he then squeezes into a bottle, preserving them 
with the greatest caution." 

Ver, 12, My vows.] That is, " the vows and promises which 
I made unto thee in the midst of my distress, of rendering to thee 
the most grateful acknowledgments, if thou wouldst deliver me 
from it ; are obligatory upon me, and I will willingly discharge 
them." 



PSALM LVII. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is the same as that of the 
preceding one: though the occasion on which it was written, 
is supposed to have been different : since it is said that 
David composed it ailer his escape from Saul, in the cave at 
Engedi : 1 Sam. xxiv. 3. The four concluding verses are 
truly sublime. It is appointed to be used on Easter-Day. 

In this Psalm David speaJcs throughout.^ 

1 Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto 
me, for my soul trusteth in thee : and under the 
shadow of thy wings shall be my refuge, until this 
tyranny be over-past. 

2 I will call xm to the most high God : even unto 
the God that shall perform the cause which I have 
in hand. 

3 He shall send from heaven : and save me from 
the reproof of him that would eat me up. 



MORN.] PSALM LVIL 145 

4? God shall send forth his mercy and truth : my 
soul is among lions. 

5 And I he even among the children of men, 
that are set on fire : whose teeth are spears and 
arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword. 

6 Set up thyself, O God, above the heavens : 
and thy glory above all the earth. 

7 They have laid a net for my feet, and pressed 
down my soul : they have digged a pit before me, 
and are fallen into the midst of it themselves. 

8 My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed : 
I will sing, and give praise, 

9 Awake up, my glory ; awake, lute and harp : 
I myself will awake right early. 

10 I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among 
the people : and I will sing unto thee among the 
nations. 

1 1 For the greatness of thy mercy reacheth unto 
the heavens : and thy truth unto the clouds. 

12 Set up thyself, O God, above the heavens : 
and thy glory above all the earth. 

Psalm LVII. The composition of this Psalm is remarkably 
elegant It begins in a plaintive strain, imploring aid, and ex- 
pressing deep distress and extreme danger; when suddenly, in 
the 7th verse, in the sure prospect of the divine assistance, the 
strain is changed to notes of praise and triumph, as over an enemy 
already fallen. — Bp. Horsley. 

Ver, 1 . The shadow of thy wingsJ] See note. Psalm xxxvi. 
7. To this it may be added, that this expression alludes, pro* 
bably, to the wings of the cherubim, with which the mercy-seat, 
in the tabernacle was covered. 

Ibid. Until this tyranny he overpast^ Rather: "until the 
bruisers of my soul, (a strong figure) be past by." — Bp, Law, 

L 
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Ver. 5, And their tongue a sharp $u}ord»'\ Aulas Gellius 
makes mention of an ancient sword called lingula, from its form 
being similar to that of the tongue. It was an axiom of Pythago- 
ras : '' the stroke of a sword is lighter than the stroke of a tongue : 
for that wounds tKfe body, but this the soul.** 

Ibid. That are set onjflre, Sfc."] Rather: '' the sons of mea 
are fiery with rage." 

Ver. 6. Set up thyself, Sfc] That is, manifest thyself to be. 
the ^* Lord of heaven and earth, by dehvering me from this immi- 
nent danger.** 

Fer, 8. My heart isjixed^l *' It is prepared to perform the 
vows which I promised in my affliction.** 

Fer. 9, AwaAe up, my glory ; awake, lute and harp,"] An 
elegant example of the Prosopopoeia, of which our poet Gray 
has happily availed himself : 

** Awake, iBolian lyre ! awake ! 
And give to rapture all thy trembling strings.'^ 
The word " glory** is figurative : it means the tongue with which 
he would glorify God. 

Ver. 10. Among the people,"] That is, the tribes of Israel,, 
who are especially styled the people, Deut, xxxiii. 19. and Acts 
iv, 25. 27. 



PSALM LVIIL 



The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is a short, but animated de- 
scription of the wicked : and a prophetical view of the pu- 
nishment which will be inflicted on them by God. David 
had^ probably^ in his contemplation^ the tyrannical Saul and 
his vncked counsellors. 

In this Psahn David speaks throughout. 

1 Are your minds set upon righteousness, O ye 
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congregation : and do ye judge the thing that is 
right, O ye sons of men ? 

2 Yea, ye imagine mischief in your heart upon 
the earth : and your hands deal with wickedness. 

3 The ungodly are froward, even from their 
mother's womb : as soon as they are bom, they go 
astray, and speak lies. 

4 They are as venomous as the poison of a ser- 
pent : even Hke the deaf adder that stoppeth her 
ears; 

5 Which refiiseth to hear the voice of the 
charmer: charm he never so wisely. 

6 Break their teeth, O God, in their mouths ; 
smite the jawbones of the lions, O Lord : let them 
fall away like water that runneth apace ; and when 
they shoot their arrows let them be rooted out. 

7 Let them consume away hke a snail, and be 
like the untimely fruit of a woman : and let them 
not see the sun. 

8 Or ever your pots be made hot with thorns : 
so let indignation vex him, even as a thing that is 
raw. 

9 The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the 
vengeance : he shall wash his footsteps in the blood 
of the ungodly. 

10 So that a man shall say. Verily there is a re* 
ward for the righteous : doubtless there is a God 
that judgeth the earth. 

Ver. 1. Are your minds, ^c] This is a sarcastical insinua- 
tion of the hypocritical pretences to righteousness, by the enemies 
of David. 

l2 
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; Visr. 5. Charm he never jso wisely.'] The art of charming 
serpents, or, at least, of rendering them docile and harmless, by 
some secret means, known only to the charmer, is practised 
throughout Asia and Africa : and so powerfully attested as to be 
placed beyond all doubt. No serpent, however venomous or 
subtle, can resist the voice of the charmer : the perverseness of 
the ungodly, therefore, is placed in a very vivid pomt of view, by 
this simile. — Ed. 

Fer. 6. Break their teeth,] These words allude to the deaf 
adder in the preceding verse. In the eastern regions, (according 
to Chardin's account) they break the teeth of the serpents which 
they wish to tame. 

' Ver, 8, Or ever your pots, Sfc.] Of this, and the preceding 
verses. Bishop Horsley gives the following translation : 
" Thou shalt dissolve them like wax, 

Like as a woman's untimely birth is gone, 

Not having seen the sun. 

Before your pots feel the bramble, 

In whirlwind and hurricane he shall sweep them away." 
By this proverbial expression, " before your pots feel the bramble,'* 
the Psalmist describes the sudden irruption of the divine wrath : 
sudden and violent as the accension of the dry bramble, under- 
neath the housewife's pot. The brightness of the flame which 
this material furnishes : the height to which it mounts in an in- 
stant: the fury with which it seems to rage on all sides of the 
vessel : give force, and even sublimity, to the image, though taken 
from one of the commonest occurrences of the lowest life^ — a 
cottager's wife boiling her pot. 

Fer. 9. Wash his feet y ^c] An allusion to the victor, who, 
on quitting the bloody field of battle, treads in the gore of those 
whom he has slain. 



£VEN.] PSALM LIX. 149 



iSbming H^VAntv* 



PSALM LIX. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ has much resemblance to 
that of the preceding one^ as far as regards the character of 
David's enemies, and his predictive intimation of their pu- 
nishment Bishop Horsley is of opmion, that it was com- 
posed, when the news had reached David of the confederacy 
between the Ammonites and the Syrians of Zoba: 2 Sam. x. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 Deliver me from mine enemies, O God : de- 
fend me from them that rise up against me, 

2 O deliver me from the wicked doers : and save 
toe from the blood-thirsty men. 

3 For lo, they lie waiting for my soul : the mighty 
men are gathered against me, without any offence 
or fault of me, O Lord. 

4 They run and prepare themselves without my 
fault : arise thou therefore to help me, and behold. 

5 Stand up, O Lord God of hosts, thou God of 
Israel, to visit all the heathen : and be not merciful 
unto them that offend of mahcious wickedness. 

6 They go to and fro in the evening : they grin 
like a dog, and run about through the city. 
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7 Behold, they speak with their mouth, and 
swords are in their lips : for who doth hear ? 

8 But thou, O Lord, shalt have them in derision : 
and thou shalt laugh all the heathen to scorn. 

9 My strength will I ascribe unto thee : for thou 
art the God of my refiige. 

10 God sheweth me his goodness plenteously : 
and God shall let me see my desire upon mine 
enemies. 

11 Slay them not, lest my people forget it : but 
scatter them abroad among the people, and put 
them down, O Lord, our defence. 

- 12 For the sin of their mouth, and for the words 
of theit lips, they shall be taken in their pride : and 
why ? their preaching is of cursing and lies. 

13 Consume them in thy wrath, consume them, 
that they may perish : and know that it is God 
that ruleth in Jacob, and unto the ends of the 
world. 

14 And in the evening they will return : grin 
like a dog, and will go about the city. 

15 They will run here and there for meat : and 
grudge if they be not satisfied. 

16 As for me, I will sing of thy poWer,and will 
praise thy mercy betimes in the morning : for thou 
hast been my defence and refiige in the day of my 
trouble. 

17 Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing : for 
thou, O God, art my refuge, and my merciful God. 

Fer. 2. Wicked doers: — blood-thirsty men.] That is, idolaters 
and persecutors. 
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Fer. 3. Without any offence, SfcJ] Rather : " for no disobe- 
dience ; no sin of mine, (against them) O Jehovah." 

Ver, 6. They go to and fro, Sfc] The image is that of a mis* 
chievous beast, returning at a stated season, for the purpose of 
sly destruction. 

Fer, 7. For who doth hear ?] Rather, as in the Bible : 
" For who, say they, doth hear ?" 

Ver. 11. Slay them not, SfcJ] Rather: "wilt thou not cut 
them off? Lest my people forget thee ; cause them to shake, by 
thy power." — Bp. Law. 

Ver. 12. For the sin, Sfc] " For the sin of their mouths, and 
the words of their lips, they shall even be taken in their pride : 
and for cursing and lying which they speak." — Bp. Horne. 

Ver, 14. Grin like a dog, and run. about the city,"] Dogs 
were disliked by the Hebrews : 1 Sam. xvii. 43. 2 Kings viii. 13. 
In the eastern quarter of the globe, they are held in abhorrence, 
as polluting those who touch them : but there are great numbers 
of them, in their cities and larger towns ; running about, and 
picking up a precarious sustenance. Humane people, however, • 
frequently give money to butchere and bakers to feed them. The 
pariar, or wild dogs, are exceedingly numerous in India. It is 
to this description of animal that the Psalmist alludes. 

Ver. 15. Grudge.] Rather: "murmur." — Bp. Law. The 
word " growl," is impHed in the original. 

Ver. 17, My merciful God."] Rather: " the God who bears 
me tender Ipve/' 



PSALM LX- 

Ctatat 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, according to Bishop Horsleyj 
is as follows. ** This 60th Psalm contains nothing which 
necessarily relates to any occurrence in the life of David : 
but I should guess it to have been written in the reign of 
Jehosaphaty when that prince was preparing for an expe- 
dition against the Edomites, who rebelled in his reign, but 
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were soon reduced. The first three verses may allude to 
the unsuccessful war in which Jehosaphat was allied with 
Ahab against the Syrians. (See 1 Kings xxii.) The whole 
Psalm consists oijive parts : the first five verses make the 
1st part. The 6th^ 7th, and 8th, make the second. The 
9th verse is the 3d part. The 10th and 11th make the 
fourth : and the 12th verse is the fifth." 

In this Psahn the Personages introdticedf are : the High 
Priest, ver. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. A Voice from the Saj^c- 
TUARY, ver. 6, 7, 8. The King, ver. 9. The Semi- 
chorus, t?er. 10, 11. The QRASD CnoRVSy ver. 12. 

1 O God, thou hast cast us out, and scattered 
us abroad: thou hast also been displeased ; O turn 
thee unto us again. 

2 Thou hast moved the land, and divided it: 
heal the sores thereof, for it shaketh. 

3 Thou hast shev\red thy people heavy things : 
thou hast given us a drink of deadly wine. 

4 Thou hast given a token for such as fear thee : 
that they may triumph because of the truth. 

5 Therefore were thy beloved delivered : help 
me with thy right hand, and hear me. 

6 God hath spoken in his holiness, I will re- 
joice, and divide Sichem : and mete out the valley 
of Succoth. 

7 Gilead is mine, and Manasses is mine: 
Ephraim also is the strength of my head ; Judah 
is my law-giver ; 

8 Moab is my wash-pot ; over Edom will I cast 
out my shoe : Philistia, be thou glad of me. 
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9 Who will lead me into the strong city : who 
will bring me into Edom ? 

10 Hast not thou cast us out, O God : wilt not 
thou, O God, go out with our hosts ? 

11 O be thou our help in trouble : for vain is 
the help of man. 

12 Through God will we do great acts : for it 
is he that shall tread down our enemies. 

Ver, 3. , Deadly wine,'] Rather, as in the Bible translatioti : 
** The wine of astonishment ;*' a strong metaphor for a calamity 
that overpowers and stupifies the mind. 

Ver, 4. Thou hast given a token, SfcJ] Rather, s^s in the 
Bible translation : '< Thou hast given a banner to them that fear 
thee :*' probably, in allusion to some ancient custom, similar tp 
that observed at present in the East, where a banner is given as 
a pledge of protection to suppliants. 

Ver. 6. God hath spoken^ ^c] God hath spoken by his Holy 
one, '* I will exult as a conqueror : I will divide Sichem, and 
mete out the valley of Succoth." These were places in Samaria. 

Ver. 7. Gilead is mine, Sfc."] Gilead, Manasseh,. Ephraim, 
and the other tribes of Israel, upon the death of Ishbosheth, the 
son of Saul, whom Abner had set over them, joined the royal 
tribe of Judah, and came in with one accord, to the house of 
David. 2 Sam. xi. 8. and ver. 1 . . Ephraim, as a tribe abound* 
ing in valiant men, is styled, by its prince, ** the strength of his 
head :" and Judah, as the seat of empire, is called the '* law« 
giver." The absolute reduction of Moab, Edom, and Philistia, 
is intimated by the expressions ; ** wash-pot :" ** casting out the 
shoe :" and '' giving a shout of triumph." 

Ver. 8. Be thou glad of me.] Rather: " over Philistia give 
a shout of triumph." 

Ver. 9. The strong city."] Bozrah, the capital of Idumea, or 
Edom, was a fortified town, situated on a rock, deemed impreg* 
nable. Obadiah ver. 3. 
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PSALM LXL 

|bu99li(atoti? anlr iffifratulatoti?. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, an expression of David's 
devotional feelings in the time of his distress, when driven 
into exile by Absalom : and of praise and exultation, on 
being restored to his kingdom and throne. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 Hear my crying, O God : give ear unto my 
prayer. 

2 From the ends of the earth will I call upon 
thee : when my heart is in heaviness. 

3 O set me up upon the rock that is higher than 
I : for thou hast been my hope, and a strong tower 
for me against the enemy. 

• 4 I will dwell in thy tabernacle for ever : and 
iny trust shall be under the covering of thy wings. 

5 For thou, O Lord, hast heard my desires: 
and hast given an heritage unto those that fear thy 
name. 

6 Thou shalt grant the King a long life : that 
his years may endure throughout all generations. 

7 He shall dwell before God for ever: O pre- 
pare thy loving niercy and faithfulness, that they 
ttiay preserve him. 

8 So will I always sing praise unto thy name : 
that I may daily perform my vows. 

Fer. 2. From the ends of the earth,] That is, from Maha- 
naim, which is beyond Jordan, at the very extremity, or ^* end" 
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of Judea ; the *' earth/' or land whither David had fled from 
Absalom. 2 Sam. xvii. 22—24. 

Ver. 3. Set me up upon a rock that is higher than /.] That 
is, give me some more secure and certam defence and support, 
than my own imperfect natural powers can afford : stablish 
me with thy grace, and shield me with thy protection. In the 
pext Psalm, David c^lls God, ^* the rock of his might/' 

Ver. 6. Thou shalt grant the King, Sfc] The application of 
these words to Messiah is obvious, of whom it was said by the 
Angel, Luke i. 32. '^ The Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David ; and he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever ; and of his kingdom there shall be no end." 

Ver. 7. O prepare thy loving mercy."] Rather : " Mercy and 
truth from Jehovah shall preserve him." 



THE TWELFTH DAY OF THE MONTH. 

horning Waptv. 



PSALM LXIL 

ISebotional. 

The SUBJECT of tills Psabn^ isj repeated exprefisions of 
devotion to God and his service : exhortations against con« 
fidence in, and dependence upon, man; and against violence 
$nd injustice; because there is no foundation for trust in 
aught but the living God. David appears in this Psalm td 
allude to some providential deliverance from his enemiess. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

. 1 My soul truly waiteth still upon God: for of 
him cometh my salvation. ^ 
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2 He verily is my strength and my salvation : 
he is my defence, so that I shall not greatly fall. 

3 Ho w long will ye imagine mischief against every 
inan : ye shall be slain all the sort of you ; yea, as 
a tottering wall shall ye be, and Uke a broken hedge. 

4 Their device is only how to put him out 
whom God will exalt : their delight is in lies ; they 
give good words with then: mouth, but curse with 
their heart. 

5 Nevertheless, my soul, wait thou still upon 
God : for my hope is in him. 

6 He truly is my strength and my salvation : 
he is my defence, so that I shall not fall. 

7 In God is my health, and my glory : the rock 
of my might, and in God is my trust. 

8 O put your trust m him alway, ye people: 
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our 
hope. 

9 As for the children of men, they are but va- 
nity : the children of men are deceitful upon the 
weights, they are altogether lighter than vanity 
itself. 

- 10 O trust not in wrong and robbery, give not 
yourselves unto vanity : if riches increase, set not 
your heart upon them. 

f 11 God spake once, and twice I have also heard 
the same : that power belongeth imto God ; 

. 12 And that thou. Lord, art mercifiil : for thou 
rewardest every man according to his work. 



Ver. 2. Greatly fall.] The original is more emphatic : " I 
shall not be moved." 
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Fer. 3. As a tottering wall, ^c] Rather: " ye are like an 
inclining wall and shaken fence :" that is, ye are yourselves upon 
the brink of ruin^ while ye are plotting mischief and destruction 
to others. 

Ver, 5. Nevertheless, my soul, ^c] This verse affords an ex- 
ample of one of those delicate beauties which so frequently 
occur in the Psalms of David. It repeats the idea of the first 
verse ; but, to give greater life and spirit to the composition, it 
changes the person from the third to the second ; and the pre- 
sent tense, indicative mood, to the imperative. 

Ver, 6. They are deceitful, SfcJ] They are weighed in the 
balance and found wanting. 

Fer. 11. God spake once, Sfc.^ The meaning is : " God hath 
frequently declared this great truth, in the course of his provi- 
dence, as well as in his word, that power' belongeth/' &c. See 
Job xxxiii. 14. Exod. xx. 5, 6, 7. 



PSALM LXIIL 



l9ebotiottal anH iffiftatulatots. 



The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is, a strong expression of 
David's longing desire to join in the worship of the sanc- 
tuary, when, having fled from Saul, he was wandering in {he 
wilderness : an offering of pxaise and thanksgiving to God : 
a declaration of immoveable faith : and a prediction of his 
enemies' destruction. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 O God, thou art my God : early will I seek 
thee. 

2 My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh also 
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longeth after thee : in a barren and dry land where 
no water is. 

3 Thus have I looked for thee in holiness : that 
I might behold thy power and glory. 

4 For thy loving kindness is better than the life 
itself: my lips shall praise thee. 

5 As long as I hve will I magnify thee on this 
manner : and lift up my hands in thy Name. 

6 My soul shall be satisfied, even as it were with 
marrow and fatness : when my mouth praiseth thee 
with joyful lips. 

7 Have I not remembered thee in my bed : and 
thought upon thee when I was waking ? 

8 Because thou hast been my helper : therefore 
under the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. 

9 My soul hangeth upon thee : thy right hand 
hath upholden me. 

10 These also that seek the hurt of my soul : 
they shall go under the earth. 

11 Let them fall upon the edge of the sword : 
that they may be a portion for foxes. 

12 But the King shall rejoice in God ; all they 
also that swear by him shall be commended : for the 
mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped. 

' Ver. 2. Where no water is,] Rather : " where I am faint 
without water." — Bp. Law. See 2 Sam. xvii. 29. 

Fer. 3. Thus have I looked, §*c.] The Bible translation is 
preferable : ** To see thy power and thy glory^ so as I have seen 
thee in the sanctuary." 

Fer. 6. Lift up my hands.] That is, ** spread or expand my 
hands/' according^ to the Jewish custom, in worship. The mean- 
ing of the verse is, ** this shall be the avowed, and sole object of 
ihy worship." 

8 
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Ver. 7. Remembered thee in my bed,"] Solitude and stillnecul 
render the " night-watches," a fit season for meditation, on the 
so often experienced mercies of God ; which, when thus called to 
remembrance, become a delicious repast to the spirit, filling it 
with all joy, and peace, and consolation ; giving songs in the 
night; and making darkness itself chearful. — Bp. Horne. 

Ibid. Thought upon thee when I was waking."] The Bib*- 
trans, has, " meditate oajhee in the night-watches." The Jews,* 
anciently, divided the night into three watches ; beginning at our 
six o*clock in the evening, and consisting of four hours each. 
But the Romans, afterwards, introduced amongst them the cus« 
torn of dividing it into four watches, of three hours each : dividing 
the day and night into twelve hours each. 

Ver. 11. Let them fall, §*c.] Rather: "their blood shall 
gush out by the edge of the sword." — Bp. Law. 

Ibid. A portion for foxes."] Be left a prey to the jackalls (or 
foxes) and other wild beasts, which haunt the field of battle, in 
the east, to devour the slain. 

Ver. 12. Swear by him.] That is, they who appeal to God. 

Ibid. That speak lies.] That is, idolaters, who advocate the 
cause of false religions, and oppose the true one. 



PSALM LXIV. 

|^u99ltcatotfi anlr iffiftatulatotfi. 

The SUBJECT, and, probably, the occasion of this Psalm,, 
are similar to those of the last. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout, 

1 Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer : pre-^ 
serve my life from fear of the enemy. 

2 Hide me from the gathering together of the 
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froward : and from the insurrection of wicked 
doers ; 

3 AVho have whet their tongue like a sword : 
and shoot but their arrows, even bitter words ; 

4 That they- may privily shoot at him that is 
perfect : suddenly do they hit him and fear not. 

5 They encoiurage themselves in mischief: and 
commune among themselves how they may lay 
snares, and say, that no man shall see them. 

. 6 They imagine wickedness, and practise it : 
that they keep secret among themselves, every man 
in the deep of his heart, 

7 But God shall suddenly shoot at them with a 
swift arrow : that they shall be wounded. 

8 Yea, their own tongues shall make them fall : 
insomuch that whoso seeth them shall laugh them 
to scorn. 

9 And all men that see it shall say. This hath 
God done : for they shall perceive that it is his 
work. 

10 The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, and 
put his trust in him : and all they that are true of 
heart shall be glad. 

Ver, 3. Shoot out their arrows, even bitter words,"] This pas- 
i^ge may possibly allude to the ancient practice of fixing letters 
on arrows, and discharging them to the point, at which they were 
to be taken up. To this instrument^ God's swift arrow is op- 
posed in the 7th verse. 

Ver, 6. They imagine wickedness, SfcJ] Bishop Horsley's 
translation of this verse, is as follows : 

" They set themselves to study for new inventions in iniquity : 
They have carried those inventions to the utmost height ; 
Each one is close^ and deep of heart." 
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. Ver. 8. Yea, ilmr own tongues, S^c."] That is, their tongues 
which they have whetted like a sword, (ver. 3.) for the purpose 
of destroying others, shall, like the scorpion who stings himself to 
death, when he is desperate, be turned against themselves, and 
work their own destruction. 
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PSALM LXV. 

iUttlratoirfi. 

The SUBJECT of this fine Psalm^ is th^ praise of the 
Most High, for his providential government of the world. 
It seems to have been a thanksgiving for the getting in of 
the fruits of the earth ; and might be composed for the feast 
of tabernacles. In the conclusion of it, David probably al- 
ludes to one of those long-continued droughts which occa- 
sionally afflict Judea : which rendered the " drops of rain,'* 
a particular motive for religious gratitude. 

In this Psahn David speaks throughout. 

1 Thou, O God, art praised in Sion : and unto, 
thee shall the vow be performed in Jerusalem. 

2 Thou that hearest the prayer : unto thee shall 
all flesh come. 

3 My misdeeds prevail against me : O be thou 
merciful unto our sins. 

4 Blessed is the man, whom thou choosest, and 

M 
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receivest unto thee : he shall dwell in tiiy court, 
and shall be satisfied with the pleasures of thy 
house, even of thy holy temple. 

5 Thou shalt shew us wonderfiil things in thy 
righteousness, O God of our salvation : thou that 
art the hope of all the ends of the earth, and of 
them that remain in the broad sea. 

6 Who in his strength setteth fast the moun- 
tains : and is girded about with power. 

7 Who stilleth the rpging of the sea : and the 
noise of his waves, and the madness of the people. 

8 They also that dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the earth shall be afraid at thy tokens : thou that 
makest the outgoings of the morning and evening 
to praise thee. 

9 Thou visitest the earth, and blessest it : thou 
paakest it very plenteous. 

10 The river of God is full of water ; thou pre-? 
parest their com, for so thou pyovidest for the 
earth. 

* 11 Thou waterest her furrows, thou sendest rain 
into the little valleys thereof : thou njakest it soft 
with the drops of rain, and blessest the increase 
ofit. " 

12 Thou crownest the year with thy goodness : 
and thy clouds drop fatness. 

13 They shall drop upon the dwellings of the 
wilderness : and the little hiUs shall rejoice on every 
side. 

14 The folds shall be fidl of sheep : the valleys 
also shall stand so thick with corn, that they shall 
laugh and sing. 
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Vet. 1. TAoti, Ood^ art praised.] In the Bib. trans, it if 
rendered, ** praise waiteth for thee." The more correct^ dnd taior4 
beautiful version would be, '' silence to thee is praise:" alluding to 
the religions silence of the whole congregation in the tabernacle, 
while the priest offered incense in the sanctuary. See Luke i. 10. 
Hev. rvi. I — 4. 

• Ver. 4. TempleJ] This word is here put for the tabernacle^ 
the temple not being yet built. 

Ver. 6. Girded (d>out, Sfc."] Rather : " girt with power.'* 
Simple and sublime. 

Fer. 7. Who stilleth, Sfc] Who quelleth all natural and moral 
disorder. 

Fer. 9. Thou visitest the earth, Sfc] This has a particular, 
and not general reference ; it means David's land, which had beeit 
scorched with heat, and refreshed by timely showers. 

Ver. 10. The river of God, ^c] Rather : " God is he who 
fiUeth the rivulets with water." 

Fer. 12. Thy cloiuis,] Rather: " thy chariot-wheels :" that is, 
tlie orbs of heaven, on which Jehovah, according to the imagery 
^the Psalmist, rideth.— Bp. Horslxy. 

Fer. 13. The little hills shall rejoice, ^c] The personifica-r 
tion of inanimate natural objects, in this Psalm, is in the highest' 
style of poetry. The imagery throughout, is exceedingly beau- 
tiful; more especially from the 8th to the concluding verse. To^ 
estimate duly, however, the charms of this portion of the Psalm,, 
we mnst contrast the imagery with the scorching heat; arid doil ; 
and sickly drought of Judea. 



PSALM LXVL 



V 

' ^ihe SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, praise and thanksgiving to 
God for repeated deliverances and mercies : and a devotion 

of heart and life to the service of this divine beneiactorr It 
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was probably written by David, after his firm establishment 
in his kingdom. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 be joyful in God, all ye lands : sing praises 
pnto the honour of his Name, make his praise to 
be glorious. 

2 Say imto God, O how wonderful art thou in 
thy works : through the greatness of thy power 
shall thine enemies be found hars unto thee. 

3 For all the world shall worship thee : sing of 
thee, and praise thy Name. 

. 4 O come hither, and behold the works 6f God r 
how wonderful he is in his doing toward the chil- 
dren of men. 

5 He turned the sea into dry land : so that they 
went through the water on foot ; there did we re^ 
joice thereof. 

6 He ruleth with his power for ever ; his eyes 
behold the people : and such as will not believe 
$hall not be able to exalt themselves. 

. 7 O praise our God, ye people : and make the 
voice of his praise to be heard ; 

8 Who holdeth our soul in life : and suflFereth 
not our feet to slip. 

9 For thou, O God, hast proved us : thou also 
hast tried us, like as silver is tried. 

10 Thou broughtest us into the snare: and 
laidest trouble upon our loins. 

11 Thou sufiFeredst men to ride over our heads : 
we went through fire and water, and thou brought- 
est us out into a wealthy place. 
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12 I will go into thine house with bumtK)ffer- 
ings : and will pay thee my vows which I promised 
with my lips, and spake with my mouth, when Tl 
was in trouble. 

13 I will offer unto thee fat burnt-sacrifices, with 
the incense of rams : I will offer bullocks and goats. 

14 O come hither, and hearken, all ye that fear 
God : and I will tell you what he hath done for my 
soul. 

15 I called unto him with my mouth : and gave 
him praises with my tongue. 

16 If I incline unto wickedness with mine heart : 
the Lord will not hear me. 

17 But God hath heard me : and considered the 
voice of my prayer. 

18 Praised be God who hath not cast out my 
prayer : nor turned his mercy from me. 

Fer, 2. Say unto God^ S^cJ] Bishop Horsley*s translation of 
this verse is thus : 

" Say unto God, how adorable is thy doing ! 
Through the greatness of thy power, thine enemies 
Shall become thy fawning vassals." 

Ver. 5. There did we rejoiceJ] Upon that occasion, when 
Jehovah dried up the Red Sea, for the passage of the Israelites. 

Ver, 8-. Who holdeth our soul in lifeJ] " Who appointeth 
our soul to immortality."— Bf. Horsley. It is clear from the 
Old Testament, that the more spiritual among the ancient Jews 
held the doctrines of a resurrection, and of a future immortal state. 

Ver, 10. Thoubroughtest u& into the snare.l Various calami- 
ties are here mentioned, which God suffers to fall upon his people* 
As first, their being brought '* into the snare ;" or, ensnared and 
taken captive by their enemies, whom they had not power 16 
resist or escape. Secondly, " trouble upon their loins,*' or hard 
servitude under heavy burdens. Thirdly^ '* men riding over theic 
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heads ;" or the manifold oj^ressions of persedutrng tyrants, tramp- 
ling them under their feet ; like war-horses, in the day of hattle« 
Fourthly, going " through fire and water :** or, troubles of differ- 
ent, and contrary kinds, though alike deadly and destructive. — 
Bp. Horne. 

Fer, U, 4 wealthy place ^l Rather: "a place of refresh* 
ment ;'' that is, according to the original, '^ welUwatered ;" an 
image expressive of comfort and blessing, when applied to '^ a 
barren and thirsty land." 

. Ver. 13. Incense of rams ^ This expression does not denote 
the accompaniment of frankincense in the sacrifice of rams ; but 
tlbo odour arising from the burning of their fat 
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PSALM LXVII. 

The SUBJECT of thig Psalm, is the praise of Jehovah, 
offered up by the assembled Israelitish C!hurch, for the 
great things which he had done for his chosen and peculiar 
people. It was, probably, written by David for the Feast 
of Tabernacles. 

In this Psalmy the Personages introduced are (ciccord^ 
ing to Bishop Horsley) a Lbvite, first voice,, v. I, 
A Levixe, second wicey y» 2. Chorus, v. 3. First 
voice, V. 4. Chorus^ v. 5. Second voice, v. 6L Cho^ 

RUS, V. 7. 

1 God be merciful unta us, and bless us : and 
^hew us the light of his countenance, and be mer- 
ciful unto us ; 

2 That thy way may be known upon earth : 
thy saving health among all nations* 
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3 Let the people praise thee, O God : yea, let 
all the people praise thee. 

4 O let the nations rejoice and be glad: for 
thou shalt judge the folk righteously, and govern 
the nations upon earth. 

5 Let the people praise thee, O God : let all 
the people praise thee. 

6 Then shall the earth bring forth her increase : 
and God, even our own God, shall give us his 
blessing. 

7 God shall bless us : and all the ends of the 
world shall fear him. 

Ver, 2. Thy saving health?^ That is, " thyplan of salvation." 
Ibid. Among all nations,'] Though the Jewish religion arid 
ritual were peculiar to 6od*s chosen people, and for the wisest 
reasons ; (see my- " Sui^ay-Evening Discourses," more espe-^ 
cially Discourses on the " Moral and Ceremonial Laws,") yet, 
as it was one great object of them to display to all mankind the 
perfections of God, and to manifest the important truth of his 
moral government of the world : so it pleased the Almighty to 
settle the Israelitish nation in a spot, above all others, best cal- 
culated to ensure the diffusion of this knowledge, in every direc- 
tion : namely, in the land of Palestine, which was surrounded by 
ail the civilized nations then existing upon the face of the earth : 
i&e Egyptians, Tynans, Syrians^ Assyrians, Babylonians, Medes, 
Persians, Arabians, Philistines, Edomites, Moabites, and Ammo-* 
Qites. The classical nations of Greece and Rome, destined in 
after times to fill so large a page in the history of the world, 
were not then in existence. 
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THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH, 

finovning f^vann. • 



PSALM LXVIIL 

The SUBJECT of this magnificent Psalm^ (appointed to be 
read on Whitsunday), seems, miquestionably, to be, the 
exaltation, glory, and trimnph of Messiah : the universality 
of his sovereignty; and the duration of his dominion. It 
is thought to have been composed on the occasion of the 
removal of the ark. 2 Sam. vi, 1 Chron. xv. 

In this Psdfm David speaks throughout. 

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scat- 
tered : let them also that hate him flee before him. 

2 Like as the smoke vanisheth, so shalt thou 
drive them away : and like as wax melteth at the 
fire, so let the migodly perish at the presence of 
God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice be- 
fore God : let them also be merry and joyftd. 

4 O sing unto God, and sing praises unto his 
Name : magnify him that rideth upon the heavens, 
as it were upon an horse ; praise him in his Name 
JAH, and rejoice before him. 

5 He is a Father of the fatherless, and defendeth 
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the cause of the widows : even God in his holy 
habitation. 

6 He is the God that maketh men to be of one 
mind in an house, and bringeth the prisoners out 
of captivity : but letteth the runagates continue in 
scarceness. 

7 O God, when thou wentest forth before the 
people : when thou wentest through the wilderness ; 
. 8 The earth shook, and the heavens dropped at 
the presence of God : even as Sinai also was moved 
at the presence of God, who is the God of Israel. 

9 Thou, O God, sentest a gracious rain upon 
thine inheritance : and refreshedst it when it was 
weary. 

10 Thy congregation shall dwell therein: foi^ 
thou, O God, hast of thy goodness prepared for 
the poor. 

11 The Lord gave the word: great was the 
company of the -preachers. 

12 Kings with their armies did flee, and were 
discomfited : and they of the household divided 
the spoil. 

13 Though ye have lien among the pots, yet 
shall ye be as the wings of a dove : that is covered 
with silver wings, and her feathers like gold. 

14 When the Almighty scattered kings for their 
sake : then were they as white as snow in Salmon* 

15 As the hill of Basan, so is God's hill : even 
an high hill, as the hill of Basan. 

16 Why hop ye so, ye high hills ? this is God's 
hill, in the which it pleaseth him to dwell : yea, 
the Lord will abide in it for ever. 
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17 The chariots of God are twenty thousancl> 
even thousands of angels : and the Lord is among 
them^ as in the holy place of SinaL 

18 Thou art gone up on high, thou hast led 
captivity captive, and received gifts for men : yea, 
even for thine enemies, that the Lord God might 
dwell among them. 

19 Praised be the Lord daily : even the God 
who helpeth us, and poureth his benefits upon us. 

20 He is our God, even the God of whom 
ccmieth salvation : God is the Lord, by whom we 
escape death* 

^ 21 God shall wound the head of his enemies t 
and the hairy scalp of such a one as goeth on still 
in his wickedness. 

2^ The Lord hath said, I will bring my people 
again, as I did from Basan : mine own will I bring 
^ain, as I did sometime from the deep of the sea. 

23 That thy foot may be dipped in the blood of 
ftine enemies : and that the tongue of thy dogs 
may be red through the same. 

24 It is well seen, O God, how thou goest: 
how thou, my God and King, goest in the sanc- 
tuary. 

25 The singers go before, the minstrels follow 
after : in the mddst are the damsels playing with 
the timbrels. 

^ 26 Give thanks, O Israel, usrto God the Lord 
in the congregations t from the ground of the heart.. 
27 There is little Benjamin their ruler, and the 
f^rinces^ of Judah their counsel : the princes of Za- 
bulon, and the princes of Nephthali. 
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28 Thy God hath sent forth strength fot thee : 
stablish the thing, O God, that thou hast wrought 
in us, 

29 For thy temple's sake at Jerusalem : so shall 
kings bring presents unto thee. 

50 When the company of the spear-men, and 
multitude of the mighty are scattered abroad 
among the beasts of the people, so that they hum- 
bly bring pieces of silver : and when he hath scat- 
tered the people that delight in war ; 

31 Then shall the princes come out of Egypt : 
the Morians* land shall soon stretch out her hands 
unto Goi 

32 Sing unto God, O ye kingdoms of the earth : 
O sing praises unto the Lord; 

- 33 Who sitteth in the heavens over all from the 
beginning : lo, he doth send out his voice, yea, and 
that a mighty voice. 

34 Ascribe ye the power to God over Israel : 
his worship, and strength is in the clouds. 

35 O God, wonderful art thou in thy holy 
places : even the God of Israel ; he will give strength 
and power unto his people ; blessed be God. 

Vet, 1. Let God arise, ^c] The abrupt commenGement ol 
this fine ode, with a blaze of sublime imagery r the wrath of Je» 
hovah, and the confusion and annihilatioQ of his enemies, is 8u« 
premely noble and animated. It is to be observed, that Moses 
pronounced these words, when the ark was taken up m the wil- 
demess, to be removed to another place. Numbers x, 35: it 19 
probttble, therefore, that David began this hymn as soon as the 
ark was elevated by the priests, for removal to the place of its^ 
destination. —Ei>. 
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: Ver. 4. Jah.] That is, the *'. self-existent one." 

Fer, 6. Maketh men to be of one mind in an house,] Rather^ 
according to Bishop Horsley, ** God is bringing home his chosen 
ones :" that is, his peculiar people : the race which dwell alone, 
and was not reckoned among the nations : the Jews, his chosen 
people. 

Ver» 9. A gracious rain.} That is, of manna. — Bp. Law, 

Ver. 10. Thy congregation shall dwell tJierein,} Rather: 
*' As for thy food, (manna and quails), they dwelt in the midst of 
it." — Bp. Law. 

Ver. 1 1. The Lord gave the word,'] That is, " he su^ested 
tlie words of that triumphal song, which is contained in the two 
following verses :" in ancient times assemblies, particularly in 
camps, were usually called together by the voice of a herald. 

Ibid. Chreat was the company of the preachers,] Rather : a 
numerous host ! This is a sudden exclamation of the Psalmist, 
and not a descriptive expression. It is in the abrupt style of 
Hebrew poetry. 

Ver. 13. The pots.] That is, " The flesh pots of Egypt.''— 
Dr. Chandler. 

Ibid. Wings of a dove.] This comparison, and the one in 
the succeeding verse, white as snow in Salmon ; are beautiful 
images of the conspicuous prosperity and happiness of the Israel- 
ites under their first kings. Dr. Chandler's interpretation is, 
" though ye have been in vile attire, ye shall now rest in your 
tents, adorned with the Midianitish spoil, variegated with silver 
and gold, and shining like the colours of a dove." 

Ver. 16. Why hop ye so, S^c] Rather: " Why look ye with 
envy, ye crs^gy hills V* — Bp. Law. Why do ye envy God's 
hill, the hill of Zion, in which it pleaseth him to dwell ? The per- 
sonification is more striking, in this view of the passage, because 
it involves moral feeling. —''Etn. 

• Ver. 17. The chariots of Godf 8^c.] The Psalmist, from the 
choice of the mountain (Zion) for the site of the Temple, natu- 
turally passes to the glory of its great inhabitant ; and this brings 
to his mind the scene on Mount Sinai ; of all public exhibitions 
of the divine majesty, the most tremendous. — Bp. Horsley. 

Ibid. Holy place of Sinai.] Rather: <* Sinai is in the sane- 
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tuary :" that is, " Jehovah, with his whole retinue of angels, in 
the same state in which he appeared in Sinai, is now in the sanc- 
tuary." 

Fer, 18. Led captivity captiveJ] The most obvious inter* 
pretation seems to be, " thou hast made captives o£ them, who, 
heretofore, had been accustomed to enthral us.'' 

Fer, 21, The hairy scalp."] It was a practice among some 
of the ancient inhabitants of Arabia, to allow the hair to grow 
luxuriantly on the top of the head, and to shave the head in 
other parts. — Bp. Hare. The hairy scalp alludes to Balaam. 

Ver. 22. From Basan,] This alludes to Uie battle with Og. — 
Bp. Law. 

Ver» 24. It is well seen, O God, how thou goest.] In the 
Bible translation, the passage is rendered, they have seen thy 
goings : that is, thy processions ; alluding to the solemn choral^ 
processions to the Sanctuary, upon the high festival days of 
the Hebrews. The next verse describes the order of these pro* 
cessions. > 

Ver. 27. There is little Benjamin, |*c.] The 25th verse 
gives a sketch of the order of the procession before the ark. The 
heads of the tribes accompanied it : the principal of which are 
mentioned in this verse. 

Fer. 30. When the company of the spearmen, §•€.] Here 
again the Bible version gives a different and a clearer translation 
than the Prayer-book: rebuke the company of spearmen, the 
multitude of the bulls, with the calves of the people ; till every 
one submit himself with pieces of silver : i. e. with tribute. See, 
however, Horsley's translation of the Psalms, vol. ii. p. 29, for 
another version of the passage. Captains as furious as ** bulls ;" 
common soldiers as insolent as young heifers, or *' calves." — ' 
Bp. Law. 

Ver. 31. Then shall the princes, ^c] " The Egyptians and- 
Ethiopians shall send ambassadors to thee." 
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PSALM LXIX. 

The SUBJECT of this mournful Psalm^ (appointed to be 
used on Good Friday) is, an affecting view of Messiah*a 
affliction, and of the cruelty of his enemies : predictions of 
the punishment which will overtake them : and of the sal- 
vation, edification, and perpetuity of the Christian Church. 
The Psalm is appropriated to Messiah, by Sfatt* xxvii. 34. 
John xix. S8. 

In this Psalm Messiah speaks througlwfui. 

1 Save me, O God : for the waters are come in, 
Qven unto my soul. 

2 I stick fast in the deep mire, where no ground 
is: I am come into deep waters, so that the floods 
run over me. 

3 I am weary of crying ; my throat is dry : my 
sight faileth me for waiting so long upon my God* 

4 They that hate me writhout a cause are more 
than the hairs of my head : they that ate mine 
enemies, and would destroy me guiltless, axe 
mighty. 

5 I paid them the things that I never took : 
God, thou knowest my simpleness, and my faults 
are not hid from thee. 
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6 Let not them that trust in thee, O Lord God 
of hosts, be ashamed for my cause : let not those 
that seek thee be confounded through me, O Lord 
God of Israel. 

7 And why ? for thy sake have I suffered re* 
proof: shame hath covered my face. 

8 I am become a stranger unto my brethren : 
even an alien unto my mother's children. 

9 For the zeal of thine house hath even eaten 
me : and the rebukes of them that rebuked thee 
are fallen upon me. 

10 I wept, and chastened myself with fasting : 
and that was turned to my reproof. 

11 I put on sackcloth also: and they jested 
upon me. 

12 They that sit in the gate speak against me : 
and the drunkards make songs upon me. 

13 But, Lord, I make my prayer unto thee : in 
an acceptable time. 

14 Hear me, O God, in the multitude of thy 
mercy : even in the truth of thy salvation. 

15 Take me out of the mire, that I sink not : O 
let me be dehvered from them that hate me, and 
out of the deep waters. 

16 Let not the water-flood drown me, neither 
let the deep swallow me up : and let not the pit 
shut her mouth upon me. 

17 Hear me, O Lord, for thy loving-kindness is^ 
comfortable : turn thee unto me, according to the 
multitude of thy mercies. 

18 And hide not thy face from thy servant, for 
I am in trouble : O haste thee, and hear me. 

8 
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" 19' Draw nigh unto my soul, and save it : O de- 
liver me, because of mine enemies. 

20 Thou hast known my reproof, my shame, 
and my dishonour: mine adversaries are all in 
thy sight. 

21 Thy rebuke hath broken my heart ; I am 
full of heaviness : I looked for some to have pity 
on me, but there was no man, neither found I any 
to comfort me. 

22 They gave me gall to eat : and when I was 
thirsty they gave me vinegar to drink. 

: 23 Let their table be made a snare to take them- 
selves withal : and let the things that should have 
been for their wealth, be imto them an occasion of 
falling. 

: 24 Let their eyes be blinded, that they see not : 
and ever bow thou down their backs. 
f 25 Pour out thine indignation upon them : and 
let thy wrathful displeasure take hold of them. 
^ 26 Let their habitation be void : and no man 
to dwell in their tents. 

27 For they persecute him whom thou hast 
smitten : and they talk how they may vex them 
whom thou hast wounded. 

' 28 Let them fall from one wickedness to ano- 
ther : and not come into thy righteousness. 

29 Let them be wiped out of the book of the 
living : and not be written among the righteous. 

30 As for me, when I am poor and in heaviness : 
thy help, O God, shall lift me up. 

31 I will praise the name of God with a song : 
and magnify it with thanksgiving. ^ 
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32 This also shall please the Lord : better than 
a bullock that hath horns and hoofs. 

33 The humble shall consider this, and be glad : 
seek ye after God, and your soul shall live, 

34 For the Lord heareth the poor : and de- 
spiseth not his prisoners. 

35 Let heaven and earth praise him : the sea, 
and all that moveth therein. 

36 For God will save Sion, and build the cities 
of Judah : that men may dwell there, and have it 
in possession. 

37 The posterity also of his servants shall in- 
herit it : and they that love his Name shall dwell 
therein. 



Ver. 1 . The waters are come in, ^c] Messiah compares the 
sad situation into which he was brought, to that of a drowningr 
man. " The divine displeasure, like a stormy tempest, was let; 
loose upon him : the sins of the world, as deep mire, enclosed and 
detained him : whilst all the waters of affliction went over his 
head, and penetrated to his vitals,"~Bp. Horne. 

Ver. 5. I paid them the things that I never toohl The more 
correct translation of this, and the preceding half verse, would be ; 

" More numerous than my locks, are they that without provo- 
cation are mine enemies ; 
At the time that I am returning what I took not away." 
The latter hemistich, is a proverbial expression : " I hav^ been 
accountable for the crimes of others :" a striking allusion to the 
doctrine of the atonement. 

Ver. 9. For the zeal of thine house, Sfc] The more cor- 
rect translation would be, " for the zeal of thine house hath 
melted me ;" that is, bath consumed me by fire' The passage is 
illustrated by a practice in the Eastern parts of the world. 
" They who are aggrieved," says Peysonnel, " stand before the 
gate of the Seraglio ; each carries on his head a kind of match 

N 
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or wick, lighted and smoking, which is considered as the allego* 
rical emblem of the^re that consumes his soul.** 

Ibid. The rebukes of theniy ^c] These words are applied by 
St. Paul to our blessed Lord : ** Even Christ pleased not him- 
self, but, as it is written, the reproaches of them that reproached 
thee, fell on me." Rom, xv. 3. 

Ver. 22. They gave me gall — vinegar ^ S^cJ] Compare Matt. 
xxvii. 34. John xix. 28. 

Ver. 23. Let their tahle^ ^c] That is : " their table shall or 
will hey* &c. in conformity to that peculiarity in the Hebrew 
language, (adverted to already more than once) which admits 
the substitution of the imperative for the future^ and vice veraft. 
I would insist, more particularly, on an attention to this pecu- 
liarity, as the supposed curses in the Psalms have often been an 
occasion of scoffing to the infidel ; and of uneasiness to tl^e pious. 
There does not appear to be any occasion, to seek out other 
interpretations for these forms of speech. — £d. 

Ver» 26. Let their habitation, ^c] This verse is applied 
(^Acts i. 20.) to Judas, considered as the head and representative 
of the apostate nation of the Jews, which rejected and delivered 
up its Prince and Saviour to be crucified ; ** He was guide to 
ihem that took Jesus." Acts i. 16. 

Ver, 29. Let them be wiped out, ^c] This verse alludes to 
the ancient Jewish practice of recording the names of the inha- 
bitants of every division, or tribe, of the people, in a volume 
somewhat similar to the Dom-boc of the Saxons. See Luke ii. 1. 
The names of those who died, were blotted or wiped out : and 
appeared no longer on the list of the living. Such a book is 
attributed to God in Psalm cxxxix. 16 : and the blotting out of 
Moses from Ood's book, in Exod. xxxii. 32. is a figurative expres- 
sion, for depriving him of life. 

Ver, 32. This also shall please the Lord, ^c] The meaning 
of this verse is, that the sincere devotion of the heart and lips, 
will be a more acceptable ofiering to God, than all the formal 
sacrifices under the law. An evident allusion to that worship 
** in sincerity and truth/' which would be required under the 
Gospel covenant 
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PSALM LXX. 

VroptletCcal. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is similar to that of the latter 
part of the 40th Psalm : the words, indeed, are nearly the 
same from v. 16: and as this latter is appropriated to the 
Messiah, so must be the 70th Psalm also. 

In this PsaJm Messiah speaks throughout. 

1 Haste thee, O God, to deliver me : make haste 
to help me, O Lord. 

2 Let them be ashamied and confounded that 
seek after my soul : let them be turned backward 
and put to confusion that wish me evil. 

3 Let them for their reward be soon brought to 
shame : that cry over me. There, there. 

4 But let all those that seek thee be joyful and 
glad in thee : and let all such as delight in thy sal- 
vation say alway. The Lord be praised. 

6 As for me I am poor and in misery : haste 
thee unto me, O God. 

6 Thou art my helper, and my redeemer : O 
Lord, make no long tarrying. 



N 2 
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THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH, 



PSALM LXXL 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ (supposed to be written by 
David in Absalom's rebellion against him^) is^ a declaration 
of trust in God : acknowledgments of his providential care 
and protection : a description of the Psalmisf s distress^ and 
the cruelty of his enemies : a petition for deliverance and 
support : and an offering of praise and thanksgiving. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 In thee, O Lord, have I put my trust, let me 
never be put to confusion : but rid me, and deliver 
me, in thy righteousness ; incline thine ear unto 
me, and save me. 

2 Be thou my strong hold, whereunto I may 
alway resort : thou hast promised to help me, for 
thou art my house of defence, and my castle. 

3 Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of 
the ungodly : out of the hand of the unrighteous 
and cruel man. 

4 For thou, O Lord God, art the thing that I 
long for : thou art my hope, even from my youth. 

5 Through thee have I been holden up ever 
since I was bom : thou art he that took me out of 
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my mother's womb ; my praise shall be always of 
thee. 

6 I am become as it were a monster unto many : 
but my sure trust is in thee. 

7 O let my mouth be filled with thy praise : that 
I may sing of thy glory and honom: all the day 
long. 

■ 8 Cast me not away in the time of age : forsake 
me not when my strength faileth me. 

9 For mine enemies speak against me, and they 
that lay wait for my soul take their counsel toge- 
ther, saying : God hath forsaken him ; persecute 
him, and take him, for there is none to deliver him. 
. 10 Go not far .from me, O God : my God, haste 
thee to help me. 

1 1 Let them be confounded and perish that are 
against my soul : let them be covered with shame 
and dishonour that seek to do me evil. 

12 As for me, I will patiently abide alway : and 
will praise thee more and more. 

13 My mouth shall daily speak of thy righteous- 
ness and salvation : for I know no end thereof. 

14 I will go forth in the strength of the Lord 
God : and will make mention of thy righteousness 
only. 

15 Thou, O God, hast taught me from my 
youth up until now : therefore will I tell of thy 
wondrous works. 

16 Forsake me hot, O God, in mine old age, 
when I am grey-headed : until I have shewed thy 
strength unto this generation, and thy power to all 
them that are yet for to come. 
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17 Thy righteousness, O God, is very high : and 
great things are they that thou hast done ; O God, 
who is like unto thee ? 

18 O what great troubles and adversities hast 
thou shewed me ! and yet didst thou turn and re- 
fresh me : yea, and broughtest me from the deep 
of the earth again. 

19 Thou hast brought me to great honour : and 
comforted me on every side. 

20 Therefore will I praise ihee and thy feithfiil- 
ness, O God, playing upon an instrument of mu- 
sick : unto thee will I sing upon the harp, O thou 
Holy One of Israel. 

21 My lips will be £ain when I sing unto thee : 
and so will my soul whom thou hast delivered. 

22 My tongue also shall talk of thy righteous- 
ness all the day long : for they are confounded 
and brought unto shame that seek to do me evil. 

Ver\ 2. Be thou my strong hold, ^c] " The name of the 
Lord is a strong tower : the righteous runneth' into it, and is 
safe." Prov. xviii. 10. 

Ver. 6. Ever since I was bom,] " When I was but a youth, 
I confided in thee ; 1 Sam. xyii. 33. 37 : and thou didst mira- 
culously preserve me." 

Ver. 6. A monster,] Rather : " a wonder." " David, ba- 
nished from his kingdom^ was regarded as a ' wonder/ or pro- 
digy of vTretchedness : Christ, in his state of humiliation upon 
earth, was a * sign* every where * spoken against,' as Simeon 
foretold he would be : Luke i. 34. The Christian who lives by 
faith, who quits possession for reversion, and who chooses to 
sufier with his Saviour here, that he may reign with him here- 
after, appears to the men of the world, as a * monster' of folly 
and enthusiasm : but, God is the ^ sure trust' of all such." — Bp. 

HORNE. 
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Ver. \%. I will patiently abide, ^c] That is, " whatever the 
triumphs or the scoffs of my enemies may be, they shall not pre- 
vent me from proclaiming to all men, the exceeding goodness of 
that God on whom I wait.'^ 

Ver. 14. I will go forth^ ^c] Rather: " I will go on (to 
tehearse) with the mighty acts of the Lord." — Dureli*. 

Ver. 21. My lips will befaiuy S^cJ] Rather, as in the Bible 
translation : ** my lips shall greatly rejoice." 



PSALM LXXIL 



The SUBJECT of this Psalm, refers, evidently, to the 
blessings, and durability of the reign of Messiah. Com- 
posed by David, on the coronation of his son Solomon, it 
mtimates the infinitely greater glories which would be un- 
folded, and the more extensive mercies which would be 
conferred on all mankind, when He who was greater than 
David, and wiser than Solomon, should appear in the world: 
and it concludes with a sublime view of the perpetuity o^ 
the kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 Give the King thy judgements, O God : and 
thy righteousness unto the King^s son. 

2 Then shall he judge thy people according unto 
right : and defend the poor. 

3 The mountains also shall bring peace : and the 
little hills righteousness unto the people. 

4 He shall keep the shnple folk by their right ; 
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defend the children of the poor, and punish the 
wrong doer. 

5 They shall fear thee, as long as the sun an^ 
jnoon endureth ; from one generation to another. 

6 He shall come dovra like the rain into a fleece 
of wool : even as the drops that water the earth. 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish : yea, 
and abundance of peace, so long as the moon en- 
dureth. 

8 His dominion shall be also from the one sea 
to the other : and from the flood unto the world's 
end. 

9 They that dwell in the wilderness shall kneel 
before him : his enemies shall lick the dust. 

10 The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall 
give presents : the kings of Arabia and Saba shall, 
bring gifts. 

11 All kings shall fall down before him : all na- 
tions shall do him service. 

12 For he shall deliver the poor when he crieth : 
the needy also, and him that hath no helper. 

13 He shall be favourable to the simple and 
needy : and shall preserve the souls of the poor. 

14 He shall deliver their souls from falshood and 
wrong : and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 

15 He shall live, and unto him shall be given of 
the gold of Arabia : prayer shall be made ever unto 
him, and daily shall he be praised. 

16 There shall be an heap of com in the earth, 
high upon the hills : his fruit shall shake like Li- 
banus, and shall be green in the city like grass upon 
the earth. 
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17 His Name shall endure for ever ; his Name 
shall remain under the sun among the posterities : 
which shall he blessed through him ; and all the 
heathen shall praise him. 

18 Blessed be the Lord God, even the God of 
Israel : which only doeth wondrous things ; 

19 And blessed be the Name of his Majesty for 
ever : and all the earth shall be filled with his Ma- 
jesty. Amen, Amen. 

4 

Psalm LXXII. The Jewish Expositors: viz. the Chaldee 
Paraphrast ; Midrasch Tehillim ; the Book Siphre ; Solomon Jar- 
chi ; Aben Ezra ; David Kimchi ; ancl Saadias Gaon ; all refer 
this Psalm to Messiah. 

' Fer. 1 . Crive the King, Sfc,"] The King and the King's son, 
are the same ** person ; a character that belongs to none so pro- 
perly as to Solomon, who was the first prince, that was at the . 
same time king, and son of a king." — Mudoe. The repetition 
of the same person under a different name or character, is a com- 
mon Hebrew pleonasm. 

' Ver, 3. The mountains alsOf Sfc,"] ^' Let the mountains and 
hills produce the plenteous fruits of peace."— Bp. Law. 

Ver. 6. He shall come down like, S^c.'] A simile of exquisite 
beauty. On this verse. Bishop Sherlock remarks, there cannot 
be a more lively image of a flourishing condition. . When the sun 
clear shining, succeeds the shower^ of spring, the field puts forth 
its best strength, and is more beautifully arrayed, than even Solo- 
mon in all his glory. 

Ver. 9. His enemies shall lick the dust,"] This passage is well 
illustrated by an account given by Mr. Hugh Boyd, of his em- 
bassy to the king of Candy, in the Isle of Ceylon. On his intro- 
duction to the king, he tells us, his companions, in making their 
obeisances, almost literally licked the dust ; prostrating them- 
selves with their faces almost close to the stone floor, and throw- 
ing out their arms and legs. 

Ver. 1 0. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles.^ The presents 
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here spoken of are testimonies of submission ; a tribute from those 
wbo made, to those who received them ; alluding to the uniyersa- 
Bty of Messiah's dominion. 

Ver. 11. All kings, 8fcJ] It is said, 1 Chron, ix. that ''all 
the kings of the earth, sought the presence of Solomon, to hear 
his wisdom : that he reigned over all the kings, from the river 
even unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border of 
Egypt : and that they brought unto him horses out of Egypt, and 
out of all lands.'' 

Fer. 15. Unto him shall be given, ^c] See 1 Kings x. 14. 
and 21. 

Fer. 16. Like grass upon the earth,] This simile conveys a 
vivid idea of prosperity and exuberant produce. The suddenness 
and vigour which the growth of grass exhibits, in the eastern and 
hot climates of the world, is quite astonishing. When the face of 
the earth has been parched by a blazing sun for months, and uii« 
refreshed by a single shower ; in eight and forty hours after rain, 
the country entirely changes its appearance, and presents to the 
eye an universal carpet of the richest verdure. 

Fer, 19. Amen, and Amen,} These words do not conclude 
this Psalm in the Bible translation : they are succeeded by the fol- 
lowing verse : "The prayers of David, the son of Jesse, are ended." 
On this passage, Bishop Horsley has the following remarks. 
** This I take to be the close of this particular Psalm inot ^ divi- 
sion of the book, as if these furst seventy-two Psalms, were all the 
psalms of David's composition. The sense is : that David, the 
fon of Jesse, had nothing to pray for, or to wish, beyond the great 
things described in this Psalm. Nothing can be more animated 
than this conclusion. Having described the blessings of Mes- 
siah's reign, he closes the whole with this magnificent doxology : 
** Blessed be Jehovah, God, 

God of Israel, alone performing wonders ; 

And blessed be his name of glory. 

And let his glory fill the whole of the earth : 

Amen, and Amen. 

Finished are the prayers of David, the son of Jesse.*' 
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W^enins ^vantv. 



PSALM LXXIII. 

3t$ttipti\^ ai(ts Bebotional. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm> is, the vindication of the wis- 
dom and goodness of God's moral government of the worlds 
from the objection made against it, on accomit of the pros- 
perity of the wicked; a view of Providence, which seems, at 
the first glance, to have staggered the Psalmist's faith : but 
devout meditation settles his doubts, and convinces him, that 
the triumph of the wicked, is but for a season, and their 
end, certain destruction. A solemn act of faith concludes 
the Psalm. It is supposed to have been written by Asaph: 
either the one who was contemporary with David, or, the 
Asaph who lived under Hezekiah. 

In this Psalm, the Psalmist speaks throughout, 

1 Truly God is loving unto Israel : eyen unto 
such as are of a clean heart.^ 

2 Nevertheless, my feet were almost gone : my 
treadings had well-nigh slipt. 

3 And why ? I was grieved at the wicked : I do 
also see the ungodly in such prosperity. 

4 For they are in no peril of death : but are 
lusty and strong. 

5 They come in no misfortune like other folk : 
neither are they plagued hke other men. 

8 
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6 And this is the cause that they are so holden 
with pride : and overwhelmed with cruelty. 

7 Their eyes swell with fatness : and' they do 
even what they lust. 

8 They corrupt other, and speak of wicked blas- 
phemy : their talking is against the Most High. 

9 For they stretch forth their mouth unto the 
heavpn : and their tongue goeth through the world. 

- 10 Therefore fall the people unto them : and 
thereout suck they no small advantage. 

. 1 1 Tush, say they, how should God perceive it ; 
is there knowledge in the Most High ? 

- 12 Lo, these are the ungodly, these prosper in 
the world, and these have riches in possession : 
and I said. Then have I cleansed my heart in vain^ 
9iid washed mine hands in innocency. 

. 13 All the day long have I been punished : and 
chastened every morning. 

14 Yea, and I had almost said even as they : 
but lo, then I should have condemned the genera- 
tion of thy children. 

15 Then thought I to understand this : but it 
Ifras too hard for me, 

16 Until I went into- the sanctuary of God : then 
understood I the end of these men ; 

17 Namely, how Ihou dost set them in slippery^ 
places : and castest them down, and destroy est them. 

18 Oh, how suddenly do they consume : perish, 
and come to a fearfiil end ? 

19 Yea, even like as a dream when one awaketh : 
so shalt thou make their image to vanish out of 
the city. 
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20 Thus my heart was grieved : and it went even 
through my reins. 

21 So foolish was I, and ignorant : even as it 
were a beast before thee. 

22 Nevertheless, I am alway by thee : for thou 
hast holden me by my right hand. 

23 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel : and 
after that receive me with glory. 

24 Whom have I in heaven but thee ; and there 
is none upon earth that I desire in comparison of 
thee. 

25 My flesh and my heart faileth : but God is 
the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever. 

26 For lo, they that forsake thee shall perish : 
thou hast destroyed all them that commit fomica* 
tion against thee. ' 

27 But it is good for me to hold me fast by Godj 
to put my trust in the Lord God : and to speak of 
all thy works in the gates of the daughter of Sion, 

Ver, 1. Truly J] That is, "surely." This word expresses 
here, the state of mind of a person meditating a difficult question, 
in which he is much interested, and is hardly come to a conclu- 
sion : a state, in the Psalmist's case, between hope and despair, 
though strongly inclining to the former. — Bp. Horsley. 

Ver, 3. / was grieved, 4'C.] Rather, as in the Bib. trans. : 
" I was envious at the foolish," or wicked. Compare Job xx. 7. 
Jer. xii. 1 . 

Ver. 10. Therefore fall the people, S^c.'] Bishop Horsley 
gives this translation of the verse : 

** Therefore his people" (God's people) ** sit woe begone,. 
And waters'* (tears) " are abundantly wrung from them." ; 

Ver, 14. / should have condemned, ^c] Rather : ** I should 
be a traitor to the generation of thy children:" that is, had I spoken 
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isk this hasty and impious manner, I should have been instru- 
mental to Uie fatal delusion of the humble believer. I should 
betray the cause of God, and virtue, by such impatient language. 

Ver, 15. Into the sanctuary of GodJ] Rather: "till I en- 
tered into the secret grounds of Qod's dealings with mankind/' — 
Bp. Horsley. The passage, however, may mean : " when I se- 
riously meditated, while engaged in the public worship of God, on 
the wise maxims of God's moral government of the world, as re- 
vealed in his holy word." 

Fer, 19. Yea, even like as a dream, Sfc."] Rather : 
'^ Like the dream of a man beginning to awake publicly, 
O Lord, thou renderest their vain shew contemptible." 

Fer» 22. Nevertheless, I am alway by thee, ^c] However 
the Psalmist's mind might have been agitated in the former part 
of the hymn, yet, from this verse, the remainder of it breathes 
nothing but peace, hope, and humble confidence, in the righ^ 
teousness, wisdom, and mercy of Jehovah. 
- Fsr. 24. Whom have /, ^c] The believing soul seems here 
to speak in the person, and with the affection of a spouse, de- 
claring that not only earth, but heaven itself would be unsatisfac- 
jtory, and comfortless, without the presence of her beloved Re- 
deemer, the God of her salvation. But there is a pathos in the 
words themselves, which, though the Christian feels, the com- 
mentator cannot express. — Bp. Horne. 
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Vlaintibe, Bthntioxml, anlr S)U]i]iIicators. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is, a lamentation over the 
wretched state of the country of Judah, and an earnest pe- 
tition to God for its restoration to its former prosperity. It 
is supposed to be a composition of the latter Asaph, {Nekem. 
iir &) during the captivity of the Jews in Babylon. 
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Jn this Psahn the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 O God, wherefore art thou absent from us so 
long : why is thy wrath so hot against the sheep 
of thy pasture ? 

2 O think upon thy congregation : whom thou 
hast purchased, and redeemed of old. 

3 Think upon the tribe of thine inheritance: 
and Mount Sion, wherein thou hast dwelt. 

4 Lift up thy feet, that thou mayest utterly 
destroy every enemy : which hath done evil in thy 
sanctuary. 

5 Thine adversaries roar in the midst of thy con-* 
gregations : and set up their banners for tokens. 

6 He that hewed timber afore out of the thick 
trees : was known to bring it to an excellent work. 

7 But now they break down all the carved work 
thereof : with axes and hammers. 

8 They have set fire upon thy holy places : and 
have defiled the dwelling-place of thy Name, even 
unto the groimd. 

9 Yea, they said in their hearts. Let us make 
havock of them altogether : thus have they burnt 
up all the houses of God in the land. 

10 We see not our tokens, there is not one 
prophet more : no, not one is there among us, 
that understandeth any more. 

no God, how long shall the adversary do this 
dishonour : how long shall the enemy blaspheme 
thy Name, for ever ? 

12 Why withdrawest thou thy hand: why 
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pluckest thou not thy right hand out of thy bosom 
to consume the enemy ? 

13 For God is my King of old : the help that 
is done upon earth he doeth it himself. 

14 Thou didst divide the sea through thy power : 
thou breakest the heads of the dragons in the 
waters. 

15 Thou smotest the heads of Leviathan in 
pieces : and gavest him to be meat for the people 
in the wilderness. 

16 Thou broughtest out fountains and waters out 
of the hard rocks : thou driedst up mighty waters. 

17 The day is thine, and the night is thine : 
thou hast prepared the light and the sun. 

18 Thou hast set all the bordelrs of the earth : 
thou hast made summer and winter. 

• 19 Remember this, O Lord, how the enemy 
hath rebuked : and how the foolish people hath 
blasphemed thy Name. 

20 O deliver not the soul of thy turtle-dove 
iinto the multitude of the enemies : and forget not 
the congregation of the poor for ever. 

21 Look upon the covenant : for all the earth 
IS full of darkness, and cruel habitations. 

22 O let not the simple go away ashamed : but 
let the poor and needy give praise unto thy name. 

• 23 Arise, O God, maintain thine own cause : re- 
naember how the foohsh man blasphemeth thee 
daily. 

24 Forget not the voice of thine enemies : the 
presumption of them that hate thee increaseth ever 
more and more. 
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Ver, 4, Lift up thy feet.] A metaphorical expression for 

make haste ; be expeditious." 

Ibid. That thou mayest utterly destroy, Sfc."] Rather : " that 
thou mayest suppress the evil of the enemy in the Sanctuary." — 
Bp, Law. • 

Ver, 5. Set up their banners^ Sfc] " They set up trophies of 
their victories." 

Ver, 6. He that hewed, ^c] The literal construction of this 
obscui'e verse is as follows : " As he" (the man) " who lifted up 
axes in the thick wood" (for the use of the temple) ; " so now 
they," (the enemies above mentioned), " break down the carved 
work thereof" (of the sanctuary) " with hatchets and hammers." 

Ver. 8. Upon thy holy places,] It is a point which has been 
much disputed among the learned, whether the Jews had any 
Synagogues, or places of public worship, independently of th^ 
Tabernacle, till late in their history. The expression in this 
Verse, coupled with St. James's declaration, (Acts xv. 21), that 
Moses was read in the Synagogues ** of old time :" appears to 
settle the point in the affirmative. > 

Ver, 10. We see not our tokens,] ** No miraculous signs or 
wonders are now worked in our land."- 

Ibid. Not one prophet more,] That is, not in Judea : for both 
Daniel and Ezekiel were at this time in Chaldea, with the captivity. 

Ver, 12. Out of thy bosom,] This position of the hand indi- 
cates an inactive state. " A slothful man hideth his hand in 
his bosom." Prov, xix. 24. 

Ver, \5, People in the wilderness*] The Icthyophagi, or 
people who inhabited the shores of the Red Sea, The heads of 
the Dragons \n v. .14 : and of Leviathqn, in v. 15 ; are figura- 
tive expressions for Pharaoh, in the latter case, and for his cap- 
tains and armies, in the former. 

Ver, 20. The soul of thy turtle-dove.] A beautiful metaphor 
for the captive Jewish nation. This interesting bird is remark- 
able for the melancholy tone of its notes : resembling the low 
moanings of those wh6 are in distress. 

Ver, 21. Cruel habitations,] .Judea was at this time without 
regular government, or fixed laws; and, consequently/ fiiU of 
violence, disorder, and bloodshed. 
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THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTHr. 



finovning |ptait^et« 



PSALM LXXV. 

dotal avtt! Vropleticat 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, (axicording to Bishop Hers*- 
ley), is a precUction of the final overthrow and destruction 
of the irreUgious, or apostate faction, in the world. It is 
supposed, however, by other commentators, to have been 
composed on the deliverance of Judah, from its invasion 
by Senacherib, King of Assyria. It is highly figurative 
throughout. 

The Personages sttpposedto speaks (on Bishop Horslejfs 
hypothecs) are^ Chorus, v. 1, 2. High Priest, perso^ 
nating Messiah, v. S to 12. including these words; 
" all the horns of the ungodly also will I break.'* A 
Voice from the Oracle of the Sanctuary ; the last 
words of V. 12. " the horns of the righteous shall be 
exalted.** 

1 Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks : yea, 
iinto thee do we ^ve thanks. 

2 Thy Name also is so nigh : and that do thy 
wondrous works declare. 

3 When I receive the congregation: I shall 
judge according unto right. 
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4 The eiarth is weak, and all the inhabiters 
thereof : I bear up the pillars of it. 

6 I said unto the fools. Deal not so madly : and 
to the ungodly. Set not up your horn. 

6 Set not up your horn on high : and speak 
not with a stiff neck. 

7 For promotion cometh neither from the east 
nor from the west : nor yet from the south. 

8 And why? God is the Judge: he putteth 
down one, and setteth up another. 

9 For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, 
iand the wine is red : it is fiiU mixed, and he poureth 
out of the same. 

10 As for the dregs thereof: all the ungodly of 
the earth shall drink them, and suck them out. 

11 But I will talk of the God of Jacob : and 
praise him for ever. 

12 All the horns of the ungodly also will I 
break : and the horns of the righteous shall be 
exalted. 

Ver. 2. Thy name also is so nicfh, i^c] Tlie meaning is^ 
that thy " name," thy power, thy Godhead, thy providence, is 
ever near to us, as is declared by thy wondrous works, which w6 
see on every side. 

- Ver.3. When I receive the congregation.] Rather: ** whei 
the appointed, or convenient season arrives." * 

Fer. 5. Set not up your horn.] A practice among theAbys- 
sinians, described by Mr. Bruce, throws an agreeable light upon 
this expression. He observes, that the governors of the provinces 
in Abyssinia, wear a broad fillet round their heads, which is tied 
behind it. In the middle of this fillet is a horn, or a conical 
piece of silver, gilded with gold ; and shaped like our candle-ex- 
tinguishers. This is called kirn, or horn : and is only -used in 

O 2 



196 PSALM LXXVI. [day 15. 

previews, or processions after victory* The way in which they 
threw back the head when wearing this ornament (lest it should 
fall fonvard) gives a stiffness to the position of the head, which 
seems to explain the language of the Psalmist, when he men- 
tions speaking with a stiff neck. 

Ver. 7. For promotion^ ^c] The meaning is, the fortunes of 
men are not governed by planetary influences, but by God's over- 
ruling Providence. The Eastern nations of the world always 
were, and are at this day, much addicted to judicial astrology. 

V,ei\ 10. -4s for the dregs thereof J\ Compare Isaiah li. 
17. 22. This is beautiful and lively imagery. The cup of life 
has, to every mortal^ a portion of good and evil in it. To the 
pghteous, however, the ingredients are so well mingled, as to 
gender the draught a salutary and refreshing one : but for the 
wicked (who voluntarily choose the dregs) the nauseous and 
noxious materials of the mixture alone remain. 



PSALM LXXVI. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is^ a sublime represent$ition 
of the might, majesty, and glory of Jehovah : and an injunc- 
tion to fidelity, in the performance of religious vows • arid 
in the fulfilhng of the duties of worship. It is generally 
thought to have been composed on the miraculous destruc- 
tion of the Assyrian army in the reign of Hezekiah : Isaiah 
xxxvii. Its author is unknown. 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughout^ 



♦--^ 



1 In Jewry is God known: his Name is great ^m 
Israel. 



<JVJ J 
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2 At Salem is his tabernacle : and his dwelling^ 
in Sion. 

3 There brake he the arrows of the bow : the 
shield, the sword, and the battle. 

4 Thou art of more honomr and might : than the 
hills of the robbers. 

5 The proud are robbed, they have slept their 
sleep : and all the men whose hands were mighty 
have found nothing. 

6 At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob : both the cha* 
riot and horse are fallen. 

7 Thou, even thou art to be feared : and who 
may stand in thy sight when thou art angry ? 

8 Thou didst cause thy judgement to be heard 
from heaven : the earth trembled, and was still, 

9 When God arose to judgement : and to help 
all the meek upon earth. 

10 The fierceness of man shall turn to thy 
praise : and the fierceness of them shalt thou re- 
frain. 

11 Promise unto the Lord your God, and keep 
it, all ye that are round about him : bring presents 
tinto him that ought to be feared. 

12 He shall refrain the spirit of princes : and is 
wonderftil among the kings of the earth. 

« 

Ver. 1. In Jewry, "] " In Judah." Bib. traps. 

Ver. 2. Salem,] Or Jerusalem, Gen, xiv, 18. 

Ver. 3. There brake he, ^c] This seems to allude to tho 
miraculous destruction of the Assyrian army, as recoixled in Isaiah^ 
xxxvii. 36. 

Ver. 4. Thou art of more honour, §*c.] This is addressed td 
mount Zion, on which was the temple of God. It was clothed 
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ynih. more " honour,'^ than the hflls on which th^ " robbers,** or 
Assyrians had planted their armies, because God had chosen itj, 
** to place his name there :" it had more " mighty* for on Zion, 
Omnipotence itself had its earthly dwelling. 

Ver» 5. They have slept their sleepy ^c] A direct allusion to 
the catastrophe which befel the Assyrian army, duting the night, 
when they were asleep. 

> Ver, 10. Shall twm to thy praise.'\ God, in his infinitely wise 
paoral government of the world, makes all apparent evil, produc- 
tive of certain good. All the violences of man, are so directed or 
restrained by him, that, in the end, they effect all the good pur^* 
poses of his providence. 



PSALM LXXVII. 



Vlaintibe anttr liebotConal. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is, a pathetic description of 
deep mental depression, and of a struggle between distrust 
and faith : the triumph of the latter effected by a meditation 
on Jehovah's mercies to his people: more especially in their 
redemption from the Egyptian bondage. Bishop Horsl^ 
supposes it to have been written by a Jewish , captive in 
Babylon. 

> 
In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 I will cry unto God with my voice : even unto 
God will I cry with my voice, and he shall hearken 
tmto me. 

2 In the time of my trouble I sought the Lord: 
my sore ran, and ceased not in the night season ; 
my soul refused comfort. 
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3 When I am in heaviness, I wll Jthiiik upon 
God : when my heart is vexed, I will complain, 

4 Thou holdest mine eyes waking: I am sq 
feeble, that I cannot speak. 

5 I have considered the days of old : and the 
years that are past. 

6 I call to remembrance my song : and in th^ 
night I commune with mine own heart, and search 
out my spirits, 

7 Will the Lord absent himself for ever : afiid 
will he be no more intreated ? 

8 Is his mercy clean gone for ever : and is his 
promise come utterly to an end for evermore ? 

9 Hath God forgotten to be gracious : and will 
he shut up his loving-kindness in displeasure ? 

10 And I said. It is mine own infirmity : but I 
will remember the years of the right hand of th^ 
most Highest, 

111 will remember the works of the Lord : and 
call to mind thy wonders of old time, 

12 I will think also of all thy works : and my 
talking shall be of thy doings. 

13 Thy way, O God, is holy : who is so great a 
God as our God ? 

14 Thou art the God that doeth wonders : and 
hast declared thy power among the people. 

i 15 Thou hast mightily delivered thy people : 
even the sons of Jacob and Joseph. 

16 The waters saw thee, O God, the waters saw 
lhee> and were afraid: the depths also were troubled, 

17 The clouds . poured out water,, the air thunr 
dered : and thine arrows went abroad. 
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18 The voice of thy thundei: was lieard round 
about: the lightnings shone upon the ground; the 
iBarth was moved, and shook withaL 

19 Thy way is in the sea, and thy paths in the 
great waters : and thy footsteps are not known. 

20 Thou leddest thy people like sheep : by the 
hand of MoSes and Aaron. 

Ver. 1. In the time of my trouble,] Rather: "in the day of 
my distress." 

Ver, 2, My sore ran, and ceased not, SfcJ] Rather : " in the 
night my hand hath been stretched out without intermission t^ 
that is, in prayer. The above translations, embracing the terms, 
and Contrasting the seasons of day and night, give much more 
beauty to the poem than the common version. 

Ibid. My soul refused comfortJ] " The Psalmist," says Bi- 
shop Horsley, '' means not to charge himself with the guilt of an 
impious despair or impatience : but, he describes the assiduity of 
his religious exercises." 

Ver. 6. And search out my spirits,] Rather, as in the Bib. 
trans.: ''my spirit made, diligent search:" that is, ''I endea- 
voured to discover or imagine, why that God who had so merci- 
fully protected oiir fathers, had now deserted us." 

Ver. 10. It is mine own infirmity, "l That is, " such thoughts 
as these of the divine goodness, could only arise from the weak- 
ness of a dispirited mind. A review of what God b^ formerly 
done for his chosen people, is sufficient to shew, how criminal it 
is to distrust his providence." 

Ver. 15. Mightily delivered,] That is, "from theu: Egyptian 
bondage." 

: Ver. 16. The waters saw thee.] " The passage of the Israel- 
ites over the Red Sea." The personifications in this and th<^ 
aucgeeding verses, are very bold and sublime. The sea, to its 
lowest depth, sees, hears, and is agitated at the presence of God: 
the earth itself trembles at the visible manifestation of the diving 
Ornnipotehce.-^En. See Exod, xiv. 22. 

Ver. 18. The voice of thy thunder, ^c.] The Israelites wera 
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moxe than once assisted in their warfare, by the miraculous aid of 
the elements, fighting on their side. To these interpositions in 
their favour, this verse, probably, alludes. 

Ver, 19. Thy Jbotsieps are not known,"] That is, " it is as im- 
possible to detect the mysterious, ways of Providence, as to trace 
the footsteps upon the pathless waters/' 



lB\)ming Vtafi^n 



PSALM LXXVIII. 

i^fetoritaL 

. The SUBJECT of this Psahn^ is a sfmted sketch of all th6 
great events which had bef^^len the Israelites^ from th^ 
Egyptian bondage to the reign of King David^ when it was^ 
probably, composed by Asaph, called in Scripture, " the 
sweet singer of Israel.'* 1 Chran. xvi. 5* 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks througJiout. 

' 1 Hear my law, O my people : incline your 
ears unto the words of my mouth. 

2 1 will open my mouth in a parable : Iwill de- 
clare hard sentences of old : , ! 

3 Which we have heard and known: and such 
as our fathers have told us j 

4 That we should not hide them from the chil- 
dren of the generations to coriie : but to shew the 
honour of the Lord, his mighty and wonderfiil 
works that he hath done. 
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5 He made a covenant with Jacobs and gave 
Israel a law : which he commanded our forefathers 
•to teach their children ; 

. 6 That their posterity might know it : and the 
children which were yet unborn ; 

7 To the intent that when they came up : they 
might shew their children the same ; 

8 That they might put their trust in God : and 
not to forget the works of God, but to keep his 
commandments? 

9 And not to be as their forefathers, a faithless 
and stubborn generation: a generation that set 
not their heart . aright, and whose spirit cleaveth 
not stedfastly unto God ; 

10 Like as the children of Ephraim : who being 
harnessed, and carrying bows, turned th^nselves 
back in the day of battle. 

c 11 They kept not the covenant of God: and 
would not walk in his law ; 

12 But forgat what he had done : and the wqut 
derful works that he had shewed for them. 

13^ Marvellous things did he in the sight of our 
forefathers, in: the land of Egypt : even in tiie field 
of Zoan. 

- . li He divided the sea, and let them go through : 
he made the waters to stand on an heap. 
i 16 In the day-time also he led them with a 
cloud : and all the night through with a light of 
flise. : 

16. He clave the hard rocks in the wildern^s : 
and gave them drink thereof, as it had been out of 
the great depth. 
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17 He brought waters out of the stony rock : so 
that it gushed out hke the rivers. 

18 Yet for all this they sinned more against 
him: and provoked th« most Highest in the wil^ 
demess. 

19 They tempted God in their hearts : and re<^ 
quired meat for their lust. 

20 They spake against God also^ saying : Shall 
God prepare a fable in the wilderness ? 

21 He smote the stony rock indeed^ that the 
waters gushed out, and the streams flowed withal : 
but can he give bread also, or provide flesh for his 
people? 

22 When the Lord heard this, he was wroth : 
so the fire was kindled in Jacob, and there came 
up heavy displeasure against Israel ; 

23 Becauise they beheved not in God : and put 
not their trust in his help. ) 

24 So he conmianded the clouds above; and 
opened the doors of heaven. : 

25 He rained down manna also upon them for 
to eat : and gave them food firom heaven. -c 
* 26 So man did eat angels' food: for he sent 
them meat enough. , 

27 He caused the east wind to blow undef 
heaven : and through his power he broiight in the 
south-west wind. "* 

28 He rained flesh upon them as thick as dosti 
and feathered fowls hke as the sand of the sea. 

29 He let it faU among their tents : even round 
about their habitation. 

30 So they did eat, and wer€ w^ll filled ; for h^ 
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gave them their own desire : they were not disap- 
pointed of their lust. 

. 31 But while the meat was yet in their mouths^ 
the heavy wrath of God came upon them^ and 
slew the wealthiest of them : yea, and smote down 
ihe chosen men that were in IsraeL 

32 But for all this they sinned yet more : and 
believed not his wondrous works. 

33 Therefore their days did he consume in 
vanity : and their years in trouble, 

: 34 When he slew them, they sought him : and 
turned them early, and enquired after God; 

35 And they remembered that God was their 
strength: and that the high God was their re- 
deemer. 

36 Nevertheless, they did but flatter him with 
theif mouth: and dissembled with him in their 
tongue. 

r 37; For their heart was not whole with him : 

neither continued they stedfast in his covenant, r 

. 38 But he was so merciftd, that he forgave their 

misdeeds : and destroyed them not 

: 39 Yea, many a time turned he his wrath away : 

and would not suffer his whole displeasure to 

urise. 

f 40 For he considered that they were but flesh : 

and that they were even a wind that passeth away,^ 

a>nd cometh^ not again. 

41 Many a time did they provoke him in the 
^Idemess : and grieved him in the desert. 

42 They turned back, and tempted God : and 
moved the Holy One in IsraeL 
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43 They thought not of his hand : and of the 
day when he delivered them from the hand of the 
enemy; 

44 How he had wrought his miracles in Egypt: 
and his wonders in the field of Zoan. 

45 He turned their waters into blood : so that 
they might not drink of the rivers. 

46 He sent hce among them, and devoured tfaeite 
up : and frogs to destroy them. [ 

47 He gave their fruit unto the caterpillar : and 
their labour unto the grasshopper. 

48 He destroyed their vines with haS^stoiii^s : 
and their mulberry-trees with the frost. \ 
: 49 He smote their . cattle also with hail-stoties : 
and their flocks with hot thunder-bolts. ) 

50 He cast upon them the fririousness of his 
wrath, anger, displeasure, and trouble : and sent 
evil angels among them. 

5 1 He made a way to his indignation, and spared 
not their soul from death : but gave their life over 
to the pestilence ; ' ; 

52 And smote all the first-bom in Egypt : the 
most principal and mightiest in the dwellings of Haxn^ 

53 But as for his own people, he led thetn forth 
like sheep : and carried them in the wilderness lik^ 
a flock. ' 

64 He brought them out safely, that they shoul4 
not fear : and overwhelmed their enettiies with the 
sea. J 

65 And brought them within the borders of his 
sanctuary: even to his mpuntain which he ptd^ 
chased with his right hand; ; i ; 
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56 He cast out the heathen also before them : 
caused their land to be divided among them for an 
heritage, and made the tribes of Israel to dwell in 
their tents. 

57 So they tempted, and displeased the most 
high God : and kept not his testimonies ; 

58 But turned their backs, and fell away like 
tiheiir fore&thers: starting aside like a broken 
bow, 

I 69: Foot they grieved him with their hill-altars : 
and provoked him to displeasure with their images. 
: 60 When God heard this, he was wroth : and 
took sore displeasure at Israel. 
: 61 So that he forsook the tabernacle in Silo : 
even the tent that he had pitched among them. 

62 He deUvered their power into captivity : and 
tlmr beauty into the enemy's hand. 

63 He gave his people over also unto the sword: 
and was wroth with his inheritance. 

'^ 64 The fire consumed their young men : and 
their maidens were not given to marriage. 

65 Their priests were slain with the sword : and 
there were no widows to make lamentation. 
' 66 So the Lord awaked as one out of sleep : and 
like a giant refreshed with wine. 

67 He smote his enemies in the hinder parts : 
and put them to ^ perpetual sh^me. 
^ 68 He refiised the tabernacle of Joseph : and 
chose not the tribe of Ephraim ; 

69 But chose the tribe of Judah: even the hill 
of Sion which he loved. 

70 And there he built his temple on high : and 

8 



EVEK.] PSALM LXXVIIL 207 

laid the foundation of it like the ground wMch he 
hath made continually. 

71 He chose David also his servant: and took 
him away from the sheep-folds. 

72 As he was following the ewes great with 
young ones he took him: that he ntiight feed 
Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance. 

73 So he fed them with a faithful and tru^ 
heart : and ruled them prudently with all his 
power. -> 

Psalm LXXVIII. Moses had repeatedly enjoined the Isra? 
elites {Exod. viii. 14. Devt. iv. 9. vi. 7, 8. xi. 18, 19.) to keep 
alive in their recollection, the miraculous deliverances, and mer- 
ciful interpositions, which God had, from time to time, wrought 
for them, throughout their eventful history : that they might 
never want motives of gratitude, reasons for obedience, and warn- 
ings against rebellion and discontent. With this view, the Song 
of Moses, and several of the Psalms, seem to have been com- 
posed : which being rhythmical, might be the more easily com- 
mitted to memory, and recited with the more readiness arid plea^ 
sure. Of this description is the present composidbn. 

Ver. 2. Hard sentences.] The Bible translation, has, *Vdark 
sayings :" that is, proverbial expressions, axiomatic setitences, in 
which much is condensed into a small compass. 

Ver, 10. Turned themselves backySfc] That the Ephraim- 
ites were defeated by thfe Philistines, appears from 1 C%ron. vii. 
21. Of their carrying bows, or being archer s^ we have an ihti^ 
mation in txen. xlix. ^4. where, in Jacob's blessing on Joseph^ 
the father of Ephraim, it is said, his botu abode in strength. 

Ver, 13. Zoan.] That is, the plain adjoining to Zoan, th6 
principal city of Egypt. 

Ver, 14. To stand on an heap,} Exod. xiv. 22. 

Ver. \6. Led them.] Exod. tlxii. 2\. 

Fer. 16. Clave the hard rocks.] Exbd. xviu 6. Numh, xx. 

8. 11. 
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. Vet. 19. Their luBt.'\ To satisfy their fattcy, rather than their 
wants. Exod, xvi. 

Ver. 20. Shall God, ^c] JN'umb. xl 4, 5. 
~ Ver. 22, iSb the fire was kindled, ^c] Numb. xi. 1. 

Fer. 25. Rained down mannas ^c.J j&a?od. xyi. 4. iVttm6. xi* 
8, 9, ; 

Fer. 27. £r(? caused the East wind, Sfc."] That is^ ** when the 
wind blew violently from the East, he turned it by his power, to 
the South, which brought a great cloud of quails from the coasts 
of the Red Sea." Numb. xi. 31. 

Ver. 31. Cktme upon them."] Sozed upon tham in the form 
of a pestilence. Numb. xi. 33. .' . ^i\$ 

Ibid. Slew the wealthiest of t1iem,'\ Rather, ** slew them 
amidst their fatnesses:" that is, '' amidst their gluttony;"— * 

MUPGE. . , /V'7 

Ver. 33. Their days did he consume in vanity : and their 
years in trouble.l lliis alludes to their appointed wanderings' itbr 
forty years in the wilderness, as the punishment of their disobe^ 
dience and rebellion ; till all those who had left Egypt, and werd 
grown to man's estate, were dead, with the exceptions of TIJaleb 
and Joshua. 

Fen 41. Provoke him in the wilderness.'} Numb. xiv. 22. 
xyi. 20. xxi. 25. 

Ver. 42. Turned back.} Were anxious to return to E^ypt. 
Numb* xiv. 4. 

Ver. 44. Zoan.] See note ver. 13. It has been supposed, that 
Zoan, at the period of the Israelitish bondage, was the residence 
of the kings of Egypt. ^ »■ 

Ver. 45. Into blood.] Exod. vii. 17. 19, 20. 

Ver. 50. Evil angels^ Bishop Horsley proposes the following 
interpretation of this verse : " He sent upon them the heat of his 
anger, distraction, rage, and despair ; the inflictions of evil 
angels." In the language of Scripture, whatever it be that God 
employs, as a messenger to effect his purpose, is called his angel. 
See Psalm civ. 4. 

Ver. 55. His sanctuary — his mountain.'] The former is the 
tabernacle, with the ark ; and the latter, Mount Zion, on which 
It was placed. 
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Ibid. Even to kis mountain,'] That is, he brought them even- 
tually, to Mount Zion, conquered by David, through God's assist- 
ance, from the Jebusites. 2 Sam» v. 6. 

Ver, 61. The tabernacle in Silo."] Shiloh was a city of the 
tribe of Ephraim, (the son of Joseph,) whither the tabernacle (or 
tent) and the ark were carried from Gilgal ; see Joshua xviii. 1. 
but from whence the ark, that mysterious symbol, was taken by 
the Philistines. 1 Sam. iv. 11. 

Ver. 65, Their priests were slain, ^c] Hophni and Phineas. 
1 Sam. iv. 11. 

Ibid. To make lamentation.'] The widows did not survive, to 
mourn for the deceased, according to the custom of the Jews. 

Ver. 67. Smote his enemies, ^c] This, probably, alludes to 
the infliction of " Emerods," or " Hsemorrhoids," on the Philis- 
tines, when they captured and detained the ark of God. 1 Sdm^ 
v. 9. ^ 

Ver* 68. And chose not the tribe of Ephraim.] That is, as 
the resting-place of the ark : it had been at Shiloh, which was 
, in the tribe of Ephraim. 

Ver. 69. But chose, ^c] The ark was brought to Kirjath- 
jearim, (I Sam, vi. 21.) a city of the tribe of Judah {Josh. xv. 6.) 
and from thence, after a short stay at the house of Oded-Edom, 
unto Mount Sion. 1 Chron. xiii. 6. xvi. 1. 3. 29. Sioh was situ- 
ated within the tribe of Judah. 

Ver. 70. Like the ground.] The Bib. trans* has, " like the 
earth ;" the simile is intended to point out the fixedness of the 
temple, in opposition to the frequent different stations, in which 
the tabernacle had been placed. 
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THE SIXTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH, 



Mottling IPta^er. 



PSALM LXXIX. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a mournful representation 
of the afflicted and devastated state of the Jewish nation : 
and an earnest supplication for pity and redress. It was 
probably composed during the captivity in Babylon r by 
whom is unknown. Passages from this Psalm occur ia 
Jeremiah x. S5. and 1 Mace. vii. 17. 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaJcs throfughoui. 

m 

1 O God, the heathen are come into thine inhe- 
ritance : thy holy temple have they defiled, and 
Hiade Jerusalem an heap of stones. 

2 The dead bodies of thy servants have they 
given to be meat unto the fowls of the air : and 
the flesh of thy saints unto the beasts of the land, 

3 Their blood have ttey shed like water on every 
side of Jerusalem : and there was no man to bury 
them, 

4 We are become an open shame to our ene- 
mies : a very scorn and derision unto them that 
are round about us. 

5 Lord, how long wilt thou be angry: shall thy 
jealousy burn like fire for ever ? 
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6 Pour out thine indignation upon the heathen 
that have not known thee : and upon the king- 
doms that have not called upon thy Name. 

7 For they have devoured Jacob : and laid waste 
his dwelling-place. 

8 O remember not our old sins, but have mercy 
upon us, and that soon : for we are come to great 
misery. 

9 Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory 
of thy Name : O deliver us and be merciful unto 
our sins, for thy Name's sake. 

10 Wherefore do the heathen say : Where is 
how their God ? 

11 O let the vengeance of thy servants' blood 
that is shed : be openly shewed upon the heathen 
in our sight. 

12 O let the sorrowful sighing of the prisoners 
come before thee : according to the greatness of 
thy power, preserve thou those that are appointed 
to die. 

13 And for the blasphemy wherewith our neigh- 
bours have blasphemed thee : reward thou them, 
O Lord, seven-fold into their bosom. 

14 So we, that are thy people, and sheep of thy 
pasture, shall give thee thanks for ever : and will 
alway be sheviring forth thy praise from generation 
to generation. 

Ver. 1. The heathen,] That is: the Chaldeans, under Ne» 
buchadnezzar, king of Babylon. 

Ver, 2. The decid bodies^ Sfci\ This verse gives a spirRed 
sketch of the appearance of a field of battle in eastern warfanv 

P 2 
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yrhere the slain carcases are left exposed on the ground, to gorge 
the appetites of the vultures or jackals, which hover over, or foU 
low, the contending armies. The deprivation of the rites of se- 
pulture, was among all the nations of antiquity, considered both 
as a misfortune and disgrace* ' 

Fer. 5. Thy jealousy.'] Thine indignation against thy peopfe^ 
because they had left their '' first love*' for idols, and given their 
hearts and affections to '' others than thee." 

Ver, S. Our old sins J] Those offences which the Israelites 
had committed, on quitting Egypt, and during their wa^detmgs 
ik the wilderness. Their idolatry, for instance, of the golden calf: 
respecting which God teUs them, {Exodus xxxii* 34)^ " la the 
day that I visit, I will visit this sin upon you :'* and^ according^^ 
i^ Jews have a notion that there is no visitation, or punishment, 
m Israel, in which there is not uncia vituli, some infliction for 
the adoration of the calf. . i . . 

' Ver. 10. Wherefore do the hpathen say^ ^o*] It is k seibti- 
ment often suggested in the plaintive and supplicatory P^alma^ 
that God would be pleased to deliver his people, and avenge 
them of their adversaries, lest the latter should boast themselves 
pf God's inability to succour the one, and punish the other. 
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The SX7BJECT of this Psalm, like that of the pireceding 
one, is a porrowful picture of the deplorable condition. of 
the afflicted Jevnsh nation, shadowed out in an allegory of 
exquisite beauty. See Isaiah v. 1. ExeJdel xv. xvii. xix. 
and Matthew xxi. 33. By whom it was composed is un- 
certain. It seems to suit the time of Hezekiah^ when 
Ihe Assyrians invaded Israel and Judah, and carried the 
former into captivity* 
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In this Psahn the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that 
leadest Joseph like a sheep: shew thyself also, 
thou that sittest upon the cherubims. 

2 Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and ManaSses : 
stir up thy strength, and come, and help us, 

3 Turn us again, O God : shew the light of thy 
countenance, and we shall be whole. 

4 O Lord God of hosts : how long wilt thou be 
angry with thy people that prayeth ? 

. 5 Thou feedest them with the bread of tears : 
and givest them plenteousness of tears to drink. 

6 Thou hast made us a very strife imto our 
neighbours : and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Turn us again, thou God of hosts : shew the 
light of thy countenance, and we shall be whole. . 

8 Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt : thou 
hast cast out the heathen, and planted it. 

9 Thou madest room for it : and when it had 
taken root it filled the land. 

_____ * 

10 The hills were covered with the shadow of 
it : and the boughs thereof were Uke the goodly 
cedar-trees. 

il She stretched out her branches unto the sea : 
and her boughs unto the river. 

12 Why hast thou then broken down her hedge : 
that all they that go by pluck off her grapes ? 

13 The wild boar out of the wood doth root it 
up : and the wild beasts of the field devour it 

14 Turn thee again, thou God of hosts, look 
down from heaven : behold, and visit this vine ; 
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16 And the place of the vineyarjd that thy right 
hand hath planted : and the branch that thou 
Inadest so strong for thyself. . 
, 16 Jt is burnt with fire, and cut down : and they 
shall perish at the rebuke of thy. countenance,* : 
: 17 Let thy ha^id he upon the man of thy right 
hand : .and upon the son of man^whom thoii madest 
so strong &r thine own self.. 

18 And so will not we go back from thee : O let 
us live, atnd we shall call upon thy Name. . 

19 Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts : shew 
the hght of thy countenance, and we shall be whole. 

Fer* 1. Thou that sittest upon the Cherubims.'] Rather, 
(according to the Bible translation) between the Cherubims ;■ for 
it was betwixt these two Cherubims, over the mercy seat, in the 
Holy of Holies, that the Schechinah, or miraculous light, used to 
appear, as the visible token of the special {nresence of God. From 
(hence, also, proceeded the oraclb, or God's audible declaration 
of his will, concerning matters of importance to the state, which 
were not determined by the body of written laws. 

Ver, 2, Before Ephrdim, Sfc*] The meaning of this verse is: 
" do thou, who didst appear anciently in favour of our father 
Joseph, now manifest thyself in behalf of his posterity, the tribes 
of Ephraim and Manasseh, as well as that of Benjamin^ which is 
joined with Judah." The tribes of Ephraim, Manasseh, and 
Benjamin, were encamped, and marched next to the ark in the 
wilderness. The tribe of Jtidah was in front of it. 

Ver, 13. The wild boar,] A figurative expression for the 
Assyrian king. 

Ibid. T?ie wild beasts,] The barbarous Assyrian soldiers. 

Ver. 15. The branch,"] That is, our king, whom thou hast en- 
dued with zeal and courageous resolution for thy service (2 thron. 
XXX. 32), and for our defence, (2 Chron, xxxii. 5, 6, 7, 8). 

Ver, 16. They shall perish, ^c] This abrupt transition is 
in the true style of inspired poetry. The Psalmist fead been 

8 
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dwelling on the melancholy state of his devastated^ and, (as h$ 
thought) devoted country. On a sudden a ^* vision of glory" 
bursts upon his view. He sees, in prescience, the deliverance 
which God was about to work for his people by the destruction 
of Sennacherib's army ; and instantly changes the tone of com- 
plaint for that of denunciation and triumph*— Ed. 

Ver, 17. Let thine hand, Sfc] In the ancient Jewish meals 
(at which they reclined on couches) the master of the feast placed 
the person whom he most regarded on his right handy as a token 
of esteem and respect : and in the intervals between the courlses^ 
he generally laid hi9 right hand on the shoulder of him '^ whom 
he delighted to honour." King Hezekiah is probably allud^ tO 
in the expression, '' the man of thy right hand." 



PSALM LXXXI. 



IBtamattc AnH ^rrotttlatoiri. 



The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is a solemn summons to th© 
people at large, to join in general praise and thanksgiving 
to Jehovah, for his deliverance of their nation from the 
Egyptian bondage. It contains, also, a view of their apos- 
tacy from God, and of the privileges and stdvantages whiqh 
they logt by their base ingratitude. It is thought to be of 
higher antiquity than David's time : since the use of Jo* 
seph's name in the 5th verse, as the name of the whole na- 
tion, seems to shew, that it was composed before Judah be- 
came the principal tribe, and while the place of worship was 
iu the tribe of Ephraim; that ig, among Joseph's descend- 
ants. The feast of trumpets appears to have been the oc- 
casion for which it was written. It is still used in the Jewish 
Lifurgy on this festiva). 
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In this Psabn the Personages introduced^ are^ the Psai<- 
MIST9 V. 1 to 5 inclusive. Jehovah, v. 6 to the end. 

I Sing we merrily unto God our strength: 
make a cheerfiil noise unto the God of Jacob. - 

' 2 Take the psalm, bring hither the tabret : the 
merry harp with the lute. 

3 Blow up the trumpet in the new-moon : even 
in the time appointed, and upon our solemn feastr 
day. 

4 For this was made a statute for Israel : and a 
law of the God of Jacob. 

6 This he ordained in Joseph for a testimony : 
when he came out of the land of Egypt, and had 
heard a strange language. 

6 I eased his shoulder from the burden: and 
his hands were delivered from making the pots. 

7 Thou calledst upon me in troubles, and I de- 
livered thee: and heard thee what time as the 
storm fell upon thee. 

8 I proved thee also : at the waters of strife. 

9 Hear, O my people, and I will assure thee, O 
Israel : if thou wilt hearken unto me ; 

10 There shall no strange God be in thee : nei- 
ther shalt thou worship any other god. 

II I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt : open thy mouth wide, 
and I shall fill it. 

12 But my people would not hear my voice : 
and Israel would not obey me. 

13 So I gave them up unto their own hearts' 
lusts : and let them follow their own imaginations; 
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14 O that my people would have hearkened unto 
me ; for if Israel had walked in my ways, 

16 I should soon have put down their enemies : 
and turned my hand against their adversaries. 

16 The haters of the Lord should have been 
found liars : but their time should have endured 
for ever. 

17 He should have fed them also with the finest 
wheat-flour : and with honey out of the stony rock 
should I have satisfied thee. 

Ver. 3. Blow up the trumpet in the new moonJ] The new 
moon here spoken of was that of the month Tisri, or seventh 
month, (parts of our September and October), which was the 
chief new moon of the year, and distinguished from the rest by 
peculiar rites, particularly by the blowing of trumpets. See 
Numb. X. 10. zxix. 1. Levit. xxiii. 24. With the Jews the first 
day of the month was the same with the new moon. 

Fer. 6, And had heard, ^c] The Bible translation is mor^ 
correct : " Where I heard a language which I understood not.** 
Concerning the words, '^ I heard a language that I understood 
not," (says Bbhop Home), <' it is difficult to account for the 
change of person ; but, the sense seems to be, that the children 
of Israel received the law when they had been in bondage under 
a people of strange and barbarous language or dialect The 
passage is exactly parallel, to that in Ps, cxiv. 1 . * When Israel 
went out of Egypt, and the house of Jacob from a people of 
strange language,' &c.'* 

Fer. 6. Burden-^-^mahing the pots,"] ** The Egyptians made 
their lives bitter, with hard bondage in mortar and brick, and in 
all manner of service in the field." Exod. i. 14. Dr. Kennicott 
says, that thp word, translated pots, means a large vessel, in 
which the earth was mixed and worked up for making the bricks. 

Fer. 7. What time the storm fell upon thee.] Rather: "1 
answered thee, by stopping the thunder." Exod. xx. 18, 19.— 
DuaEi.L. 
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r Ver\ 8, Al the waters of sirifeJ} ' Exod. xvti. 7. 

Ver, 1 1 . Open thy mouthy ^c] Rather : " Who opened 
thy mouth and filled it." — Dub ell. 

* Ver. 16. Their time,'] That is, the time, the continuance, 
the prosperity, of my people would have been durable. 

Ver. 17. With honey ^ ^'c] The honey of Palestine is deli- 
cious and plentiful. See Deii^ xxxii. 13« The change ofper* 
son in this verse from the third to the first, is highly poetical. 
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I9tainalti(. 

- The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is^ a solemn injuncti^i to 
judges and magistrates^ to the due discharge of their im- 
portant functions : a stern reproof of their corruption:, an 
intimation of their doom: and a prayer to Godj for the 
establishment of his righteous kingdom. This Psalm was^ 
probably, composed by Asaph, in the reign of Hezekiah. 

-hi this Psalni the Personages introduced^ are^ the Psal- 
mist, V. L Jehovah, v. 9, to 7, inclusive; ^Ae Psalmist, 

' V. 8. 

» ■ 

1 God standeth in the congregation of princes : 
he is a judge among gods. 

2 How long will ye give wrong judgment : and 
accept the persons of the ungodly ? 

3 Defend the poor and fatherless : see that such 
as are in need and necessity have right. . 
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4 Deliver the out-cast and poor: save them 
from the hand of the migodly. 

5 They will not be learned nor understand, but 
walk on still in darkness : all the foundations of the 
earth are out of course. 

6 I have said. Ye are gods : and ye are all the 
children of the most Highest. 

7 But ye shall die like men : and fall like on^ 
of the princes. 

8 Arise, O God, and judge thou the earth : fc* 
thpu shalt take all the heathen to thine inheritance. 

Ver. 1. God standetkf SfcJ] Earthly judicatories are the ap- 
pointment of God. All magistrates act in his iiaii^e, and by vir- 
tue of his commission. He is invisibly present in their assem- 
blies, and superintends their proceedings. He receives appeals 
from their wrongful decisions : he will oile day re-hear all causes 
at his own tribunal ; and reverse every iniquitous sentence before 
the great congregation of men and angels. Unjust judges must 
either disbelieve, or forget all this. — Bp. Horns. 

Ver. 5. All the foundations of the earthy Sfc,"] Rather: of 
" the land :" that is, truth and justice, the foundation of all good 
government ; and the only security of a state, are now altoge*^ 
ther violated, or disregarded. 

Ven 6. Yfi are gods.] See Exod. xxii. 28. It is probaUe, 
that judges and magistrates are called gods in Scripture, on ac- 
count of their power* Thus Moses is called a god with respect 
to Pharaoh. Our blessed Lord, it will be recollected, quotes 
this passage, in answer to the Jews, when censured by tbein, 

for calling himself *• the Son of God.*' 

ir; 
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PSALM LXXXIII. 



S^wpfiitetBtji. 



r The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is^ an earnest supplication 
for defence, (probably) against the conspiracy of the Mpl^ 
Itj^^, Ammonitesi and other neighbouring nations^ in I the 
time of Jehoshaphat, as recorded in 2 Chron. xx. : aadfhe 
•ei^pression of a persuasion^ that Jehovah Would heap, de- 
struction on the heads of these oppressors of his peqple'* 
The author of this Psalm is uncertain. 






' In this Psalm the VsAiMisT speaks throt^houi. 

1 Hold not thy tongue, O God, keep not still 
silence : reJBrain not thyself, O God. 
V ? For lo, thine enenxies make a murmuring: 
and they that hate thee have lift up their head« - 

3 They have imagined craftily against thy peo- 
ple : and taken counsel against thy secret on!QS. 

4 They have said, Come, and let us root theqn 
put, that they be no more a people : and that the 
name of Israel may be no more iii remembrance. 

5 ¥ot they have cast their heads together witH 
one consent : and are confederate against thee ; 

6 The tabernacles of the Edomites, and the Is- 
maelites : the Moabites, and Hagarens ; 

7 Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek : the Philis- 
tines, with them that dwell at Tyre. 

8 Assur also is joined with them: and have 
holpen the children of Lot. 
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9 But do thou to them as unto the Madianites : 
unto Sisera, and imto Jabin at the brook of Kison; 

10 Who perished at Endor : and became as the 
dung of the earth. 

1 1 Ma]ie them and their princes like Oreb and 
Zeb : yea, make all their princes like as Zeba and 
Salmana; 

12 Who say. Let us take to ourselves : the houses 
of God in possession. 

13 O my God, make them like unto a wheel : 
and as the stubble before the wind ; 

14 Like as the fire that bumeth up the wood : 
and as the flame that consumeth the mountains. 

15 Persecute them even so with thy tempest ; 
and make them alBraid with thy storm. 

16 Make their faces ashamed, O Lord : that they 
may seek thy Name. 

17 Let them be confounded and vexed ever more 
and more : let th^m be put to shame and perish. 

18 And they shall know that thou, whose Name 
is Jehovah : art only the most Highest over all the 
earth. 

Fer. 3. Thy secret Qnes.] Rather : " thy treasured ones." — 
MuDGE : that is, thy peculiar people : those whom thou hast hi- 
therto protected and kept, " in the secret place of thy dwelling.'* 
PsaZm XX vii.. 5. 

Ver, 6. The tabernacles,'] That is, the armies of these peo- 
ple, confederated together, and assembled in their camps or tents. 

Ibid. The Ismaelites.'] Or Arabians : ** twelve princes accord- 
ing to their nations." Gen. xxv. 16. 

Ibid. The Hagarens.] The posterity of Abraham by Keturah, 
(supposed to have been Hagar, after Sarah's death) were called 
Hagarens, and were also Arabians. 
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Fer, 7. OebaLI This place^ ftccordiag to Stephanas, was the 
name of a region in Arabia. 

Ver, 8. AssurJ] The Assyrians : the children of Lot were the 
Moabites and Ammonites. The cause of their quarrel with the 
Jews is related in Judg. xi. * ^ 

F*r. 9. The Madianite^] Whom Gideon overthrew with 300 
men. Judg, vi. 5. vii. 12. 2 U 2 Chron, xxii. 23. 

Ibid. SiseraJl See Judg. iv. 21. Jahin^ Judg. iy. 2U /^4» 
and ver. 21. 

Fer. II. Orel and Zeb^ See Jwdgr. viii. 1^. 21. vi. 3, 4, 5. 

Fer. 13. y^ w^eZ.] Rather : "thistle-down.** — Bp. Law. 
^ Fer. 14. Like as thefire^ S^J] Alluding to the £res, either 
accidental or designed, which frequently pccur in hot and woodedi 
countries, and bum to a vast extent^ and for a long continuance* 
Many Eastern and African travellers describe these tremendous 
fires from personal observation. It is an expressive image for 
whle and quick destruction. 
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r 

Pebotionalr 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is a fine and animated de- 
scription of the pleasures of devotion. It was, probably, 
composed by David, when prevented from aittending tlie 
service of the tabernacle : and feelingly expresses bii^ '' lodg- 
ing" and " desire," again to enjoy that privilege. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 O how amiable are thy dw:ellings : thou Lord 
pf hosts! 

2 My soul hath a desire and longing to entw 
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into the courts of the Lord :' my heart an J my fl^h 
rejoice in the living God, 

3 Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, arid 
the swallow a nest where she may lay her young ; 
even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my 
God. 

4 Blessed are they that dwell in thy house : they 
will be alway praising thee. 

5 Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee : 
in whose heart are thy ways. 

6 Who going through the vale of misery use it 
for a well : and the pools are filled with water. 

7 They will go from strength to strength : and 
unto the God of gods appeareth every one of them 
in Sion. 

8 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer : hearken^ 
O God of Jacob. 

9 Behold, O God our defender : and look upon 
the face of thine Anointed. 

10 For one day in thy courts : is better than a, 
thousand. 

Ill had rather be a door-keeper in the house of 
my God : than to dwell in the tents of ungodliness. 

12 For the Lord God is a light and defence : the 
Lord will give grace and worship, and no good 
thing shall he withhold from them that live a godly 
Kfe. 

13 O Lord God of hosts : blessed is the man that 
putteth his trust in thee. 

Ver, 3. The sparrow.] Bochart would translate the word, i 
fing'dove, or wild pigeon, which sometunes makes its nest in higli^ 
buildings. 
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: Vet. 6. Wh} goinff through the vale of misery, ^c] Rather, 
according to the Bible traDslation : *^ who passing through the 
valley of Baca/' (in the way to Jerusalem ;) a miserable place, in 
which, although there is no water, yet they travel with as much 
content and gratitude to God, as if it abounded with the most 
refreshing streams. 

Ver, 7. They will go on from strength to strength."] It has 
been an immemorial practice in the east, for benevolent princes, 
and devout rich men, to dig wells in the deserts, at certain sta* 
tions, for the refreshment of travellers and their beasts. Thus, 
they go on ** from strength to strength :*' and are preserved from 
exhaustion, fainting, and destruction. It is highly probable, that 
the Psalmist cdludes to these charitable provisions, for the com- 
fort and support of the traveller : especially as he speaks of wells 
and poob in the preceding verse. 

Ibid. And unto the God of gods, 8fcJ] That is, the pious wor- 
shipper, whose " strength is in God," ver. 5. after having passed 
cheerfully through the dismal valley of Baca, and ascended to the 
tabernacle, on mount Zion, presents himself there, in holy wor- 
ship, before " the God of gods," the eternal Jehovah. — Ed. 

Ver. 10. Better than a thousand.] That is, better than a 
thousand spent in " the tents of ungodliness." The comparison 
is between a menial and laborious office, and a state of gorgeous 
and luxurious indulgence. — Ed. 



PSALM LXXXV. 



Gtatulotors. 



The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, grateful thanksgiving to 
God, for his merciful deliverance of his people from some 
national calamity: but, probably, not (as is generally 
thought,) from the Babylonish captivity, — prayer for grace 
and salvation, — and a beautiful view of national reformation^ 
produced by national sufiering. It seems to have been conH 
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posed after Manasseh's restoration to his kingdom^ 2 Chron. 
xxxiii. 13. by whom is unknown. It is appomted to be used 
on Christmas Day. 



In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughout, 

1 Lord, thou art become gracious unto thy land : 
thou hast turned away the captivity of Jacob. 

2 Thou hast forgiven the offence of thy people : 
and covered all their sins. 

3 Thou hast taken away all thy displeasure : and 
turned thyself from thy wrathful indignation. 

4 Turn us then, O God our Saviour : and let 
thine anger cease from us. 

5 Wilt thou be displeased at us for ever : and 
wilt thou stretch out thy wrath from one genera^ 
tion to another ? 

6 Wilt thou not turn again, and quicken us : that 
thy people may rejoice in thee ? 

7 Shew us thy mercy, O Lord ; and grant us thy 
salvation. 

8 I will hearken what the Lord God will say 
concerning me : for he shall speak peace unto his 
people, and to his saints, that they turn not again. 

9 For his salvation is nigh them that fear him : 
that glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth are met together : righ- 
teousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall flourish out of the earth : and 
righteousness hath looked down jfrom heaven. 

12 Yea, the Lord shaU shew loving-kindness: 
and our land shall give her increase. 

Q 
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13 Righteousness shall go before him : and he 
shall direct his going in the way. 

Fer. 2. And covered all their sins."] It was held as a maxim 
among the Jewish Rabbis, that captivity , in the case either of 
an individual, or a people, was regarded by God, as one way of 
expiating sin : and, consequently, that a restoration from it, indi- 
cated, that the sins for which it was inflicted, had been *' covered," 
or pardoned by the Almighty. 

Fer. 8. That they turn not again,"] The Bible translation is 
preferable : " but let them not turn again to their folly :" that is, 
God will speak peace to, or pardon them, but let them beware of 
relapsing into idolatry and sin. 

Fen 10. Mercy and truth, SfcJ] The prosopopoeia in this verse, 
is not only exquisitely beautiful, but full of important and signi- 
ficant meaning. Bishop Home has finely unfolded its spiritual 
sense. " These four divine attributes, parted at the fall of Adam, 
and met again at the birth of Christ. Mercy was ever inclined 
to save man, and peace could not be his enemy : but truth ex- 
acted the performance of God's threat : * the soul that sinneth, 
it shall die :' and righteousness could not but give to every one 
his due. Jehovah must be true in all his ways, and righteous in 
all his works. Now there is no religion upon earth, except the 
Christian, which can satisfy the demands of all these claimants, 
and restore an union between them ; which can shew how God's 
word can be true, and his work just ; and the sinner, notwith- 
standing, find mercy and obtain peace." 

Fer. 13. Shall direct his going, Sfc,] Rather: '* shall set us 
in the way of his steps ;" that is, in the steps or '^ path of righ- 
teousness." 
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THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH. 



Movnins ^vc^ntv. 



PSALM LXXXVI. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is, earnest prayer for as* 
sistance and deliverance in a season of affliction : supplica* 
tion for wisdom, strength, and singleness of heart : thanks- 
giving for preservation from utter ruin : and intimation of 
the Psalmist's still dangerous situation : an act of faith ; and 
a petition for help and salvation. It is believed to have 
been written by David, when in peril or sorrow. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 Bowr dowrn thine ear, O Lord, and hear me : 
for I am poor, and in misery. 

2 Preserve thou my soul, for I am holy : my 
God, save thy servant that putteth his trust in thee. 

3 Be mercifiil unto me, O Lord : for I will call 
daily upon thee. 

4 Comfort the soul of thy servant : for unto 
thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

5 For thou. Lord, art good and gracious : and 
of great mercy unto all them that call upon thee. 

6 Give ear. Lord, unto my prayer : and ponder 
the voice of my humble desires. 

Q 2 
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2 Very excellent things are spoken of thee : thou 
city of God. 

3 I will think upon Rahab and Babylon : with 
them that know me. 

4 Behold ye the PhiUstines also : and they of 
Tyre, With the Morians ; lo, there was he bom. 

5 And of Sion it shall be reported that he was 
born in her : and the most High shall stablish her. 

6 The Lord shall rehearse it when he writeth 
up the people : that he was bom there. 

7 The singers also and trumpeters shall he re- 
hearse : all my fresh springs shall be in thee. 

Ver. 1. Her foundations, ^c,'] That is, David's structures, 
(his city) are on the holy hill of Sion. 

Ibid. The holy hills,] Though the hills round about Jem* 
salem {Psalm cxxv. 2.) were all holy, from their proximity to the 
holy city, yet, those of Sion and Moriah, {Ps. xlviii. 2.) were 
more especially so, as in them were built the Tabernacle, the 
palace of David, and the temple of Solomon. 

Ver, 3. I will think, ^c] Of this, and the following obscure 
verses, Bishop Horsley has given the ensuing version. 
" I will remember Egypt and Babylon, 
They shall be among them that shall acknowledge me^ 
Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia, , 
This man" (Messiah) " shall be bom there, 
And every one shall say of Sion, 
He was bom there. 

Jehovah shall record in the scriptures of the peoples. 
That this man was bom there. 
And all that were afflicted in thee 
Shall sing like those that keep a festivaU" 
Ibid. Rahab,2 This name, which signifies ;7ru26 or^erceness, 
was given to Egypt, by the Jews, in memorial of the cruel tyranny 
which had been exercised over them by the Egyptians, during 
their bondage among them. 
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PSALM LXXXVIIL 

The SUBJECT of this deeply pathetic Psalm, (appointed 
to be used on Good-Friday) is thus ^ven by Bishop Home. 
" The nature and degree of the sufferings related in it : the 
strength of the expressions used to describe them: the con- 
sent of the ancient expositors : the appointment of the Psalm 
by the Church to be read on Good-Friday : all these cir- 
cumstances concur, in directing an application of the whole 
to our blessed Lord. His unexampled sorrows both in body 
and soul : his being deserted in the day of trouble : his bitter 
passion, aiid approaching death: with his frequent and fer- 
vent prayers, for the accomplishment of the promises, fot 
the salvation of the Church through him, and for the mani- 
festation of God's glory : these are the particulars treated 
of, in this instructive, and most affecting composition." The 
style and sentiments of this Psalm, are so thoroughly cha- 
racteristic of David's manner in his plaintive Lyrics, that 
little doubt can be entertained of its having been written by 
him, in some season of deep distress* The titles in the He- 
brew, and Septuagint, which attribute it to Haeman, are of 
insufficient authority to be depended on *. 

In this Psalm Messiah is supposed to speak throughout. 
1 O Lord God of my salvation, I have cried day 

• Lightfoot, vol. i. p. 23. 70. 699. and the Rev. George 
Townsend after him, " Chronological Old Testament," vol. i. p. 
177. suppose this Psalm to have been written by one Heman, 
during the captivity of the Israelites in Egypt. The hypothesis^ 
however, is not supported by probability. 
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and night before thee : O let my prayer enter into 
thy presence, incline thine ear unto my calling. 

2 For my soul is full of trouble : and my life 
draweth nigh unto hell. 

3 I am counted as one of them that go down 
into the pit : and I have been even as a man that 
hath no strength. 

4 Free among the dead, like unto them that are 
woimded, and lie in the grave : who are out of re- 
membrance, and are cut away from thy hand. 

5 Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit : in a place 
of darkness, and in the deep. 

6 Thine indignation lieth hard upon me : and 
thou hast vexed me with all thy storms. 

7 Thou hast put away mine acquaintance far 
from me : and made me to be abhorred of them. 

8 I am so fast in prison : that I cannot get forth. 

9 My sight faileth for very trouble : Lord, I have 
called daily upon thee, I have stretched forth my 
hands unto thee. 

10 Dost thou shew wonders among the dead : 
or shall the dead rise up again, and praise thee ? 

11 Shall thy loving-kindness be shewed in the 
grave : or thy faithfulness in destruction ? 

12 Shall thy wondrous works be known in the 
dark : and thy righteousness in the land where all 
things are forgotten ? 

13 Unto thee have I cried, O Lord : and early 
shall my prayer come before thee. 

14 Lord, why abhorrest thou my soul: and 
hidest thou thy face from me ? 

15 I am in misery, and like unto him that is at 
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the point to die : even from my youth up thy ter- 
rors have I suffered with a troubled mind. 

16 Thy wrathful displeasure goeth over me: 
and the fear of thee hath undone me. 

17 They came round about me daily Uke water: 
and compassed me together on every side. 

18 My lovers and friends hast thou put away 
from me : and hid mine acquaintance out of my 
sight. 

Ver, 2. HelLI That is, the grave : Hades, the unseen state. 

Ver, 4. Free among the dead, SfcJ] Horsley's translation is : 
'' Cast out among the dead, like the wounded on the field 
of battle ; 
Like them that lie in the grave, 
Whom thou rememberest no more ; 
Inasmuch as they are cut off by thy hand." 
There seems to be an allusion here, to the practice among the 
Jews, of burying those who were polluted, or under an anathema, 
apart from the sepulchres of the good and the respectable. 

Ver. 9. My sight faileth, ^c] This is an accurate descrip- 
tion of the paralyzing effects, produced on the powers of vision, 
by excessive weeping. 

Ver. 10. Dost thou shew wonders, ^c] On this, and the 
two succeeding verses. Bishop Horsley makes the following ob-* 
servations. The Psalmist, in these questions, expresses not any 
doubt, or disbelief, or ignorance, of a future state ; but, on the 
contrary, a firm belief in it. He asks, how it comes to pass, that 
God's power, which goes so far as to raise the dead, should not 
exert itself for his deliverance? Or, rather, he expostulates, 
'' since thou canst do so much, and recal even the dead from the 
grave, why art thou so slow to hear my cries, and deliver me from 
my present distress ?*' The expostulation is of that humble, pious 
cast, which would be naturally suggested to the sufferer, by a firm 
belief of God's power, and a reliance on his favour to himself. 

But, taking Messiah as the speaker, these verses seem to be a 
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pathetic claim of him, upon the Divine power, for deliverance 
from the grave. The argument is^ that by Messiah's continuing 
in the power of death, the whole scheme of mercy would be de- 
feated. 

Ver. 18. Hid mine acquaintance.] Rather : " kept away from 
ine mine acquaintance." 



nt^ming W^vantVi 



PSALM LXXXIX. 

9ro$16etttal. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, (appointed to be read on 
Christmas Day,) and the occasion on which it was com- 
posed, have not been unanimously agreed upon by the com- 
mentators. Bishop Patrick considers this noble ode as an 
elegy, or tamerdation^ over the extinguished glories, and 
Subverted government, of the royal family of Judah,* in the 
reign of Jehoiakim or Zedekiah, 2 Chron. xxxvi. Dr. Ken- 
nicott supposes it to have been composed by Isaiah, as a 
solemn and public address to God, at the time when Rezin 
and PeJcahvfeie advancing against Jerusalem, Isaiah vii. 1. 
Bishop Home attributes its composition to a time, when the 
Church of Israel was in such a manner oppressed and re- 
duced by her enemies, that her members began almost to 
despair of God's promises to her, receiving their accom- 
plishment : and Bishop Horsley deems it not improbable, 

• - - # 

that it might have been written after the defeat and death 
of Josiah, S Chron. xxxv. Both these prelates, however, 
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agree^ that Messiah^ his sufierlngs^ and triumphs^ are re- 
GogQized throughout the .whole „of:the. composition : a notion 
which is entertained even by the Jewish expositors them- 
selves. Under this view of its subject and design^ we would 
point out the topics of this Psalm^ after Bishop Home> as 
follows : 

1. The mercies of God in Christ, promised to David, 
ver. 1 to 4. — ^the almighty power of Jehovah, manifested in 
his works and dispensations, ver. 5 to 13.— his justice, 
mercy, and truth, ver. 14. — ^the happiness and security df 
his people, ver. 15 to 18. — ^his covenant made with David, 
as the representative of Messiah, who should come of his 
seed, ver. 19 to 37. — the lamentation of the Church on her 
distressful state, at the time when this Psalm was penned, 
ver. 38 to 45. — ^her prayers for the accomplishment of the 
promise, ver. 46 to 51.— and a concluding act of praise, 
the end of ver. 52. 

In this Psalm Jehovah speaks^ v. 2. to the words, " for 
ever;" and v. 3, 4. .• in the remainder , the Psalmist speats 
throughout ; partly in the words o/" Jehovah, and partly 
in his own. 

1 My song shall be alway of the loving-kindnessf 
of the Lord : with my mouth will I ever be shew- 
ing thy truth from one generation to another. 

2 For I have said, Mercy shall be set up for 
ever : thy truth shalt thou stablish in the heavens. 

3 I have made a covenant with my chosen : I 
have sworn unto David my servant ; 

4 Thy seed will I stablish for ever : and set up 
thy throne from one generation to another. 
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5 O Lord, the very heavens shall praise thy 
wondrous works : and thy truth in the congrega- 
tion of the saints. 

6 For who is he among the clouds : that shall 
be compared unto the Lord ? 

7 And what is he among the gods : that shall be 
like unto the Lord ? 

8 God is very greatly to be feared in the council 
of the saints : and to be had in reverence of all 
them that are round about him. 

9 O Lord God of hosts, who is hke unto thee : 
thy truth, most mighty Lord, is on every side. 

10 Thou rulest the raging of the sea : thou still- 
est the waves thereof when they arise. 

11 Thou hast subdued Egypt, and destroyed it: 
thou hast scattered thine enemies abroad with thy 
mighty arm. 

12 The heavens are thine, the earth also is 
thine : thou hast laid the foundation of the round 
world, and all that therein is. 

13 Thou hast made the north and the south : 
Tabor and Hermon shall rejoice in thy Name. 

14 Thou hast a mighty arm : strong is thy hand, 
and high is thy right hand. 

15 Righteousness and equity are the habitation 
of thy seat : mercy and truth shall go before thy 
face. 

16 Blessed is the people, O Lord, that can re- 
joice in thee : they shall walk in the Ught of thy 
countenance. 

17 Their delight shall be daily in thy Name : and 
in thy righteousness shall they make their boast 
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18 For thou art the glory of their strength : 
and in thy loving-kindness thou shalt hft up our 
horns. 

19 For the Lord is our defence : the Holy One 
of Israel is our King. 

20 Thou spakest sometime in visions unto thy 
saints, and saidst : I have laid help upon one that 
is mighty ; I have exalted one chosen out of the 
people. 

21 I have found David my servant : with my 
holy oil have I anointed him. 

22 My hand shall hold him fast : and my arm 
shall strengthen him. 

23 The enemy shall not be able to do him vio- 
lence : the son of wickedness shall not hurt him. 

24 I will smite down his foes before his face : 
and plague them that hate him. 

25 My truth also and my mercy shall be with 
him : and in my Name shall his horn be exalted. 

26 I will set his dominion also in the sea : and 
his right hand in the floods. 

27 He shall call me. Thou art my Father : my 
God, and my strong salvation. 

28 And I will make him my first-bom : higher 
than the kings of the earth. 

29 My mercy vnll I keep for him for evermore : 
and my covenant shall stand fast with him. 

30 His seed also will I make to endure for ever : 
and his throne as the days of heaven. 

31 But if his children forsake my law : and walk 
not in my judgements ; 

32 If they break my statutes, and keep not my 
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commandments : I will visit their offences with the 
rod, and their sin with scourges. 

33 Nevertheless, my loving kindness will I not 
utterly take from him : nor suffer my trutii to fail. 

34 My covenant will I not break, nor alter the 
thing that is gone out of my lips : I have sworn 
once by my holiness, that I will not fail David. 

35 His seed shall endure for ever : and his seat 
is like as the sun before me. 

36 He shall stand fast for evermore as the moon : 
and as the faithful witness in heaven. 

37 But thou hast abhorred and forsaken thine 
Anointed : and art displeased at him. 

38 Thou hast broken the covenant of thy ser- 
vant : and cast his crown to the groimd. 

39 Thou hast overthrown all his hedges : and 
broken down his strong holds. 

40 AU they that go by spoil him : and he is be- 
come a reproach to his neighbours. 

41 Thou hast set up the right hand of his ene- 
mies : and made all his adversaries to rejoice. 

42 Thou hast taken away the edge of his sword : 
and givest him not victory in the battle. 

43 Thou hast put out his glory : and cast his 
throne down to the ground. 

44 The days of his youth hast thou shortened : 
and covered him with dishonour. 

45 Lord, how long wilt thou hide thyself, for 
c^ver : and shall thy wrath bum like fire ? 

46 O remember how short my time is : where- 
fore hast thou made all men for nought ? 

47 What man is he that liveth, and shall not 
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see death : and shall he deliver his soul from the 
hand of hell? 

48 Lord, where are thy old lovingrkindnesses ; 
which, thou swarest unto David in thy truth ? 

49 Remember, Lord, the rebuke that thy ser^ 
vants have : and how I do bear in my bosom the 
rebukes of many people ; 

50 Wherewith thine enemies have blasphemed 
thee, and slandered the footsteps of thine Anointed: 
Praised be the Lord for evermore. Amen, and 
Amen. 

Ver, 2, Thy truth shall thou stahlishy ^c,] The meaning 
of this passage appears to be, that the constancy of the celestisd 
motions ; the regular vicissitudes of day and night ; and alterna- 
tions of the seasons ; were emblems of God*s own immutability. 

Ver, 3. / have made a covenant ^ ^c.]* The Psalmist recounts 
the promises and covenants of God, 1 Sam. xvi. 13. 2 Sam, lii. 
9, 10. v. 2. vii. 15, 16. 28. 

Ver, 5. And thy truth, ^c] Rather : " the saints also" (shall 
declare) " thy faithfulness in the congregation/' — Bp. Law. 

Fer, 13. Tabor and Hermon.] These mountains were at a 
considerable distance from each other. This indicates, that the 
most distant parts of the land shall be equally blessed ; have a 
like cause of rejoicing. Tabor is in the west, and Hermon in the 
east, of Judea. 

Fer, 20. Upon one that is mighty,] That is, " I have ap- 
pointed a mighty one, to afford those succours to which his 
power is adequate :" a periphrasis for Messiah. 

Fer, 21. With my holy oil have I anointed him,] In Exod, 
XXX. 31, 32. the use of the holy oil is exclusively confined to the 
consecration of Aaron and his sons, and prohibited to all others. 
The holy oil, therefore, spoken of in this verse, might possibly be 
80 called, not because it was composed as directed in the xxxth. 
chap, of Exodus, but, because it was typical of the influence of 
the Holy Spirit. As the Psalm is prophetical of Messiahi the 

8 
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expression shadows the spiritual anointing of Him, to whom the 
Spirit was given " without measure," John iii. 34. 

Ver. 25. His horn shall he exalted.] The horn was the em- 
blem of strength, regal power, and dignity. 

Ver. 26. / will set his dominion also, Sfc,"] This refers to the 
extent of David's territories, which stretched from the Mediterra- 
nean or Great Sea, to the river Euphrates. 

Ver, 28. / will make him my Jirst-horn,'] That is, " I will 
deal with him, as with an eldest son, to whom a double portion 
of honours and possessions is due." 

Ver. 30. As the days of heaven.] That is, as long as the hea- 
vens shall endure : 2 Sam. vii. 16. 28, 29. Luke i. 32, 33. 

Ver. 34. By my holiness.] That is, "by myself:" so Amos 
viii. 7. " by the excellency of Jacob :" or, " Jacob's Holy One."— 
Bp. Law. 

Ibid. Will not fail David."] Such had been the express, but 
conditional promise of the Almighty, 2 Sam. vii. 25. 2 Chron. 
xxi. 7. 

Ver. 39. His hedges.'] The walls of Jerusalem, 2 Kings xxv. 
10. 

Ver. 45. For ever.] Place these words at the end of the verse. 
— Bp. Law. 

Ver. 47. The hand of hell,] An Hebraism for " the grave." 



THE EIGrfTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH. 



imvning l^vavitv. 



PSALM XC. 

BtMimal ants Jbuppltcators. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, (adopted into the Burial 
Service) is a fine chain of religious and moral reflections^ oa 
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the shortness of life, and of the improvement which should 
be made of this awful consideration : a supplication for grace 
to apply this consideration to such an end : and for the mer-> 
cies of redemption. The Psalm is attributed to Moses; 
and said to have been written when God shortened the days 
of the murmuring Israelites in the wilderness. Numb. xiv. 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 Lord, thou hast been our refuge : from one 
generation to another. 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or 
ever the earth and the world were made : thou 
art God from everlasting, and world without end. 

3 Thou tumest man to destruction : again thou 
sayest. Come again, ye children of men. 

4 For a thousand years in thy sight are but as 
yesterday : seeing that is past as a watch in the 
night. 

5 As soon as thou scatterest them they are even 
as a sleep : and fade away suddenly hke the grass. 

6 In the morning it is green, and groweth up : 
but in the evening it is cut down, dried up, and 
withered. 

7 For we consume away in thy displeasure : and 
are afraid at thy wrathful indignation. 

8 Thou hast set our misdeeds before thee : and 
our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. 

9 For when thou art angry all our days are 
gone : we bring our years to an end, as it were a 
tale that is told. 

10 The days of our age are threescore years and 
ten ; and though men be so strong that they comd 

R 
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to fotirScbre years : yet is their strength then but 
ktbour and sorrow ; so soon passeth it away, and 
we are gone, 

11 But who regardeth the power of thy wrath : 
for even thereafter as a man feareth, so is thy dis- 
pleasure. 

12 So teach us to number our days: that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

! 13 Turn thee again, O Lord, at the last : and 
be gracious unto thy servants. 

14 O satisfy us with thy mercy, and that soon : so 
shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

15 Comfort us again now after the time that 
thou hast plagued us : and for the years wherein 
we have suffered adversity. 

16 Shew thy servants thy work : and their chil- 
dren thy glory. 

17 And the glorious Majesty of the Lord our 
God be upon us: prosper thou the work of our 
hands upon us, O prosper thou our handy-work. 

[ Ver. 1 • Our refuge,."] The Bible translation has, " our dwell- 
ing-place," or home : an image which refers to the unsettled 
condition of the Israelites before the establishment in the Land 
of Promise. " Strangers and pilgrims as we have hitherto been, 
in every succeeding generation, from the days of Abraham ; 
first sojourners in Canaan ; then bondsmen in Egypt ; now wan- 
derers in this dreary waste ; we nevertheless find the comforts of 
a home and settlement, in thy miraculous protection." — Bp. 

HORSLEY. 

Ver. 3. Thou turnest^ ^c] Rather : " do not bring men to 
destruction ; but say, return," &c. — Durell. 

Ver. 4. For a thousand yearSy §•€.] The Psalmist seems to 
liave designed to obviate, in this verse^ an objection which might 
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be made from the long lives of the Patriarchsy who lived nearly 
a thousand years: but even this, apparently, great portion of 
time, is, in God's sight, with respect to his eternity and infinity, 
even as next to nothing. 

Ver, 5, Fade away suddenly like thegrassJ] The imagery in 
this and the preceding verse, is exceedingly beautiful, appro-* 
piate, and affecting : comparing the longest life, to a transient 
slumber : and the strongest frame, to a weak plant, feeble in 
structure, temporary in duration, and contemptible in ruin. 

Ver, 10. ^0 soon passe th it away,"] Here the Bible transla- 
tion is more literal and beautiful : " for it is soon cut off, and 
We fly away." The image of the grass, and its perishable nature, 
is, in this version, very pleasingly continued. 

Ver. 11. But who regardeth, ^c] The meaning of this verse 
appears to be : Notwithstanding this universal certainty and fear 
of death, who considers (which is the only thing to be truly 
dreaded) the power of thy wrath ? who considers, that thy re- 
sentment against the impieties of men, must be in proportion to 
the fear and homage, which are due to thee ? 

Ver. 12, So teach us to number, ^c] That is, give us such a 
discernment and conviction of the uncertainty of this life ; and 
of the importance of preparing ourselves for another, and an ever- 
lasting one ; that we may discipline our hearts to holiness and 
virtue. 

Ven 17. Prosper thou our handy^work,] That is, " the work 
we take in hand, do Thou direct :" or, perhaps, it is more parti- 
cular ; and may imply, " grant success to our present undertaking, 
and soon establish us in the land which thou hast promised to us/' 



PSALM XCL 

Vtoptetical an\i HBxamatit* 

. The SUBJECT of this Psalm primarily relates to Mfish 
8IAH, as appears from Matthew iv. 6. where the Devil cites 
two verses from it, as universally known and allowed to have 
been spoken of Christ. Bishop Horsley giv^s it a dramnUie 

r2 
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form; and introduces the Chief Levite as singing the 1st 
verse, of which the Messiah is understood to be the sub- 
ject In the 2d verse, Messiah himself speaks. In the 
3d verse, the Chief Levite addresses himself to Messiah. 
At the 9th verse, Messiah interrupts the Chief Levite's 
song, with a single line, in his own person : " Thou, Lord, 
art my hope." In the second line of the same verse, 
" Thou hast set thine house of defence very high," the 
Chief Levite resumes the subject. His parts end with 
the 13th verse. In the three following verses Jehovah i^ 
the speaker. The author of this Psalm is imcertain. 

In this Psalm the Personages introduced are, Jehovah^ 
Messiah, and the Chief Levite, or singer* 

1 Whoso dwelleth under the defence of the 
most High : shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty. 

2 I will say imto the Lord, Thou art my hope, 
and my strong hold : my God, in him will I trust. 

3 For he shall deliver thee from the snare of 
the hunter : and from the noisome pestilence. 

4 He shall defend thee under his wings, and 
thou shalt be safe under his feathers : his faithful- 
ness and truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 

5 Thou shalt not be afraid for any terror by 
night : nor for the arrow that flieth by day ; 

6 For the pestilence that walketh in darkness : 
nor for the sickness that destroy eth in the noon-day. 

7 A thousand shall fall beside thee, and ten 
thousand at thy right hand : but it shall not come 
nigh thee. 
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8 Yea, with thine eyes shalt thou behold: and 
see the reward of the ungodly. 

9 For thou. Lord, art my hope : thou hast set 
thine house of defence very high. 

10 There shall no evil happen unto thee : nei- 
ther shall any plague come nigh thy dwelKng. 

1 1 For he shall give his angels charge over thee : 
to keep thee in all thy ways, 

12 They shall bear thee in their hands : that 
thou hurt not thy foot against a stone. 

13 Thou shalt go upon the Kon and adder : the 
young lion and the dragon shalt thou tread under 
thy feet. 

14 Because he hath set his love upon me, there- 
fore will I deliver him : I will set him up, because 
he hath known my Name. 

15 He shall call upon me, and I will hear him : 
yea, I am with him in trouble ; I will deliver him, 
and bring him to honour. 

16 With long life will I satisfy him : and shew 
hitn my salvation. 

Ver. 4. Safe under his feather s."] This tender image, adopted 
from the natural world, is frequently used in the Holy Scriptures, 
to convey the idea, of the solicitude of the Almighty to defend 
and solace his servants, and of their security and comfort under 
his protection. — Ed. 

Ver, 5. The arrow thatflieth by day,"] This is a metaphor for 
ihe plague, " The arrow of God,*' is a common designation of 
this dreadful visitation. In the Iliad i. 283. Apollo is described 
as sending pestilence among the Greeks, by discharging his ar- 
rows into their camp. 

Ver, 9. For thou. Lord, art my hope, ^'c] Rather : " Surely 
thou, O Lord, art my refuge : O most High, thou hast fixed thy 
habitation;" that is, in Sion. — Bp. Law. 
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Ver. 16. With long life, S^c."] Rather, according to Biahop 
Horsley : 

'* I will feast him to the full with length of days. 
And shew him my complete salvation." 



PSALM XCIL 



l9ebottonal. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, the obligation to devo- 
tion, and the delight arising from the exercises of it : the 
short prosperity and final perdition of the ungodly: and the 
happiness and security of the righteous. It was composed 
by David for the Sabbath-service of the tabernacle. 

In this Psahn David speaks throughout, 

1 It is a good thing to give thanks unto the 
Lord : and to sing praises unto thy Name, O most 
Highest ; 

2 To tell of thy loving-kindness early in the 
morning : and of thy truth in the night-season ; 

3 Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon 
the lute : upon a loud instrument, and upon the 
harp. 

4 For thou. Lord, hast made me glad through 
thy works : and I will rejoice in giving praise for 
the operations of thy hands. 

5 O Lord, how glorious are thy works : thy 
thoughts are very deep. 

6 An unwise man doth not well consider this : 
and a fool doth not understand it 
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7 When the ungodly are green as the grass, and 
when all the workers of wickedness do flourish : 
then shall they be destroyed for ever ; but thou. 
Lord, art the most Highest for evermore. 

8 For lo, thine enemies, O Lord, lo, thine ener 
mies shall perish : and all the workers of wicked- 
ness shall be destroyed. 

9 But mine horn shall be exalted like the horn 
of an unicorn : for I am anointed with fresh oil. 

10 Mine eye also shall see his lust of mine ene- 
mies : and mine ear shall hear his desire of the 
wicked that arise up against me. 

1 1 The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree : 
and shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. 

12 Such as be planted in the house of the 
Lord : shall flourish in the courts of the house of 
our God. 

13 They also shall bring forth more fruit in their 
age : and shall be fat and well-liking. 

14 That they may shew how true the Lord my 
strength is : and that there is no unrighteousness 
in him. 

Fer. 1. most Highest.] This double superlative is omitted 
in some of the later versions of the Psalms, but improperly; for, 
though ungrammatical in our own language, it is strictly correct 
in the Hebrew. Besides, the sublimity of the subject, when we 
speak of the infinite attributes of God, renders the niceties of 
grammar a secondary consideration ; and obliges us to have oc- 
casional recourse to grammatical solecisms, in order to convey 
higher, clearer, and more vivid ideas, of these lofty abstractions, 
than regular language would enable us to present.— Ed. 

Fer, 6. Doth not understand it.'] Namely, what follows in 
the next verse. — Mudge. This is the circumstance which the 
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unwise and fool dpth not understand : '< the apparent but short- 
lived prosperity of the wicked." The explanation of their fate is 
this : ^* they perish in the midst of their possessions and en- 
joyments." 

Ver. 9. Anointed,] The verb, in the Hebrew, expresses much 
more than a superficial unction : viz. a penetration of the whole 
substance of the man's person by the oil. — Bp. Horsley. It is 
a strong metaphorical representation of a blessed and felicitous 
state of mental feeling. — Ed. 

Fer, 1 1 . The righteous shall flourish, ^c] The imagery of 
this, and the two succeeding verses, is of that description, in 
which David so much delights, and so greatly excels ; the mag- 
nificent vegetable productions of Palestine ; and the perfections 
of its well-pastured cattle. — Ed. 



IBtiming IPvais^n 



PSALM XCIIL 

ISebottonal. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a devout celebration of 
the glory, majesty, and omnipotence of God; and of the 
stability of his judgment ; and his holiness. The author of 
it is uncertain. It may be observed, the Jews acknowledge 
that the kingdom of Messiah is prophesied of in this Psalm; 
and in all of those which follow, to the 100th. 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 The Lord is King, and hath put on glorious 
apparel : the Lord hath put on his apparel, and 
girded himself with strength. 
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2 He hath made the round world so sure : that 
it cannot be moved. 

3 Ever since the world began hath thy seat been 
prepared : thou art from everlasting. 

4 The floods are risen, O Lord, the floods have 
lift up their voice : the floods lift up their waves. 

5 The waves of the sea are mighty, and rage 
horribly : but yet the Lord, who dwelleth on high, 
is mightier. 

6 Thy testimonies, O Lord, are very sure : holi- 
ness becometh thine house for ever. 

Ver, 1. And hath put on gorgeous apparel,'] Rather : " Je- 
hovah is gorgeously arrayed." — Bp. Horsley, This is an East? 
em metaphor. The magnificence of the oriental princes^ consists 
chiefly in their gorgeous garments, in which they take grea( 
pride: changing them frequently; more especially when they 
exhibit their persons in public^ on festivals^ or in going to their 
mosques. 

Fer, 4. The floods are risen, Sfc.] This is metaphorical lan« 
guage for political enemies, combined to invade or attack th^ 
kingdom. They are formidable ; but God (the divine protector) 
is infinitely " mightier." 

Ver. 6. Holiness becometh thine house J] Rather : ** holiness is 
the beauty of thy house."— Bp. Horslet. The Church, indeed, 
is truly beautiful, when filled with those, who worship in ** th^ 
beauty of holiness," ** in spirit and in truth." 



PSALM XCIV. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is, supplication for the over* 
throw of prosperous ungodliness : a view of the enormities 
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of the wicked doers : a warning to them of divine vengeance, 
from a consideration of God's omniscience: the blessed 
consequence of affliction, to the righteous : a confession of 
God's mercy and goodness : and an entire resignation to, 
and confidence in, the righteousness and mercy of Jehovah. 
The author of this Psalm is uncertain. 

In this Psolm the Psalmist speaks thnmghotd. 

1 O Lord God, to whom vengeance belongeth : 
thou God, to whom vengeance belongeth, shew 
thyself. 

2 Arise, thou Judge of the world : and reward 
the proud after their deserving. 

3 Lord, how long shall the ungodly : how long 
shall the ungodly triumph ? 

4 How long shall all wicked doers speak so dis- 
dainfully : and make such proud boasting ? 

5 They smite down thy people, O Lord: and 
trouble thine heritage. 

6 They murder the widow, and the stranger : 
and put the fatherless to death. 

7 And yet they say. Tush, the Lord shall not 
see : neither shall the God of Jacob regard it. 

8 Take heed, ye unwise among the people : O 
ye fools, when will ye understand ? 

9 He that planted the ear, shall he not hear : or 
he that made the eye, shall he not see ? 

10 Or he that nurtureth the heathen : it is he 
that teacheth man knowledge, shall not he punish ? 

11 The Lord knoweth the thoughts of man: 
that they are but vain. 

8 
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12 Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, O 
Lord : and teachest him in thy law ; 

13 That thou mayest give him patience in time 
of adversity : until the pit be digged up for the 
ungodly. 

14 For the Lord will not fail his people : neither 
will he forsake his inheritance ; 

15 Until righteousness turn again unto judge- 
ment : all such as are true in heart shall follow it. 

16 Who will rise up with me against the wicked: 
or who will take my part against the evil-doers? 

17 If the Lord had not helped me : it had not 
failed but my soul had been put to silence. 

18 But when I said. My foot hath slipped : thy 
mercy, O Lord, held me up. 

19 In the multitude of the sorrows that I had 
in my heart : thy comforts have refreshed my soul. 

20 Wilt thou have any thing to do with the 
stool of wickedness : which imagineth mischief as 
a law? 

21 They gather them together against the soul 
of the righteous : and condemn the innocent blood. 

22 But the Lord is my refuge : and my God is 
the strength of my confidence. 

23 He shall recompense them their wickedness, 
and destroy them in their own malice : yea, the 
Lord our God shall destroy them. 

Psalm XCIV. Of the structure of this Psalm, Bishop Hors* 
ley gives the following sketch. " It naturally divides itself into 
five stanzas. The first stanza, consisting of the first seven verses, 
describes the afflicted state of God's people, and implores the 
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divine aid. The second stanza, consisting of the 8th, Qth, 10th, 
and 11th verses, asserts God's omniscience and omnipresence. 
The third stanza, consisting of the 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th 
verses, touches on the general consolation, to be derived from 
religion in adversity ; and, in particular, holds out the hope of 
the Messiah. In the fifth and last stanza, consisting of the eight 
remaining verses, the Messiah himself speaks, except in the last 
line, which is the full chorus." 

Ver. 9. He that planted the ear, shall he not hear ? Sfc] This, 
says Grotius, is a very excellent way of arguing : for, whatever 
perfection there may be in a created being, it must be derived 
from the creator ; and, consequently, must exist in him, in the 
highest possible degree. 

Ver, 1 3. That thou may est give him patience^ ^c] That is, 
^' that thou mayest set his mind at rest upon the subject of his 
own sufferings in the present world, and of those of good men in 
general. 

Ver, 15. Until righteousness turn again, ^c] That is, the 
time will speedily arrive,- when all unrighteous judgments shall be 
reversed ; when the sufferings of good men shall be turned to 
their advantage, and they shall be most prosperous, even in this 
world. " Such," remarks Bishop Home, " were those Halcyon 
days, enjoyed by the Jews, after the fall of Babylon, and their 
return to their own land." 

Ver. 20. The stool of wickedness.] Rather: ^' shall the throne 
of iniquity have fellowship with thee ?" The meaning is, thou 
wilt not countenance injustice, though it be seated on a throne. 

Ibid. As a law J] Rather : ** against the law :" according to 
the Syriac and Arabic versions. 
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THE NINETEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH, 



Movning Vtaiset* 



PSALM XCV. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, (choral according to Bishop 
Horsley) is, an invitation to join in praise and worship to 
Jehovah, for his might, majesty, and goodness in the crea* 
tion of all things : and an admonition against templing and 
provoking him, from the example of the Israelites in the 
wilderness, justly punished for their provocations. The 
author was, probably, David, as St. Paul cites from it, under 
his name : Heb. iv. 7. 

TTie Personages introduced into this Psalmy are^ First 
Semi-chorus, v. 1 to 5. Second Semi-chorus, v. 6, 7. 
Voice from the Oracle, v. Sto 11. . 

1 O come, let us sing unto the Lord : let U3 
heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 

2 Let us come before his presence with thanks- 
giving : and shew ourselves glad in him with 
psalms. 

3 For the Lord is a great God : and a great 
King above all gods. 

4 In his hand are all the comers of the earth : 
and the strength of the hills is his also. 
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5 The sea is his^ and he made it : and his hands 
prepared the dry land. 

• 6 O come, let us worship and fall down : and 
kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

7 For he is the Lord our God : and we are the 
people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

8 To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts : as in the provocation, and as in the 
day of temptation in the wilderness : 

9 When your fathers tempted me : proved me, 
and saw my works. 

; 10 Forty years long was I grieved with this 
generation, and said : It is a people that do err in 
their hearts, for they have not known my ways ; 

11 Unto whom I sware in my wrath : that they 
should not enter into my rest. 

Ver. 1. Let us heartily rejoice, «S*c.] Rather: "let us raise 
the loud peal of melody to the rock of our salvation,*' — Bp. 

HORSLET. 

: Ver, 4. The corners of the earth.] Rather^ as in the Bible 
translation : " In his hand are the deep places of the earth :" 
that is, the oceans. " Who hath measured the waters in the 
hollow of his hand." Isaiah xl. 12. 

Fer, 8. To-day if ye will hear his voice,] These words may 
be joined to the preceding verse, thus : " He is our God, we are 
the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand, if ye will 
hear his voice to-day :" that is, if ye will be his obedient people, 
he will continue to be your God. — Bp. Horne. 

Fer, 9, When your fathers, ^c,"] Rather: 

** When your fathers provoked me ; 

They put me to trial, although they had seen my work." 

Fer. 10. Forty years long, ^c] See Numb, xxxii. 13. xiv. 
67. 35. 

Fer. 11. Into my rest.] That is, that they should not enter 
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into the land of Canaan, as the punishment of their contumacious 
behaviour. Compare Heh. iii. But St. Paul, in this and the 
fourth chapter, demonstrates, that, though this was the primary 
signification of the passage, yet, it had an ultimate and higher 
one ; namely, that of entering into, or being excladed from, the 
'' everlasting rest,'* provided for the faithful children of God* 



PSALM XCVI. 

Clotal anlr ISebottonal. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, an animated view of the 
glory and majesty of Jehovah : of the honour to be ren- 
dered to him : and of the blessedness of his kingdom and 
rule. It was, probably, composed by David. 

In this Psalm the Personages introduced are^ First 
Semi-chorus, v. 1 to 6. Second Semi-chorus^ v. 7, 8, 9, 
First Semi-chorus, v. 10, 11, 12. Full Chorus, v. 13. 

1 O sing unto the Lord a new song : sing unto 
the Lord, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing unto the Lord, and praise his Name : be 
telling of his salvation jBrom day to day. 

3 Declare his honour unto the heathen : and 
his wonders unto all people. 

4 For the Lord is great, and cannot worthily be 
praised : he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the heathen, they are 
but idols : but it is the Lord that made the hea- 
vens. 

6 Glory and worship are before him : power and 
honour are in his sanctuary. 
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7 Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the 
people : ascribe unto the Lord worship and power. 

8 Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto 
his Name : bring presents, and come into his 
courts. 

9 O worship the Lord in the beauty of hoMness : 
let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 

10 Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord 
is King: and that it is he who hath made the 
round world so fast that it cannot be moved ; and 
how that he shall judge the people righteously. 

. 11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth 
be glad : let the sea make a noise, and all that 
therein is. 

12 Let the field be joyfiil, and all that is in it : 
then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before 
the Lord. 

. 13 For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the 
earth : and with righteousness to judge the world, 
had the people with his truth. 

' Fer, 5. It is the Lord that made the heavens.} The following 
beautiful sentiments are ascribed to Pythagoras. They had evi- 
<}ently been derived from Holy Writ. 

'* One God our hearts confess : whoe'er beside 
Aspire with him our homage to divide, 
A world as beauteous let him first design, 
And say, its fabric finished, *' This is mine."— Merrick. 
Fer. 10. The round world so fasty ^c] Bishop Horsley's 
translation of this passage, renders it quite consistent with the 
discoveries of science : 

" He hath also duly poised the world, that it may not mov^ ;" 
that is, out of its orbit. 

Fer, 13, He cometh to judge the earth J] This passage (among^ 
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many others,) aflTords a strong proof, that the more thoughtful of 
the ancient Jews, knew and acknowledged the doctrines of a re- 
surrection from the grave, a last judgment, and a future state of 
reward and punishment. See my "Sunday Evening Discourses :" 
Disc. XXIV. 



PSALM XCVII. 

€toraI anir IBebottonal. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a sublime view of the 
majesty of Jehovah : a celebration of his triumph over the 
gods of the heathen : a call to adoration, holiness, thank- 
fulness, and religious joy. It is not improbable, that this 
Psalm was composed by David^ after his triumph over the 
neighbouring nations, and when the ark of: God had been 
placed in Zion. 

In this Psalm the Personages introduced are: Full Cho<* 
Rus, v. I. First Semi-chorus, v. 2, 3. Second Semit 

; CHORUS, V. 4, 5: First Semi-chorus, v. 6, 7. Fuli;, 
Chorus, part of verse 7, " Worship Him all ye gods." 
Second Semi-chorus, v. 8, 9. First Semi-chorus, v. 
10, 11. Full Chorus, v. 12. 

1 The Lord is King, the earth may be glad 
thereof: yea, the multitude of the isles may be 
glad thereof. 

2 Clouds and darkness are round about him : 
righteousness and judgment are the habitation of 
his seat. 

3 There shall go a fire before him : and bum 
up ^is enemies on every side. 

s 



• 
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4 His lightnings gave shine unto the world : the 
etirth saw it, and was afraid. 

5 The hills melted like wax at the presence of 
the Lord : at the presence of the Lord of the whole 
earth. 

6 The heavens have declared his righteousness : 
and all the people have seen his glory. 

7 Confounded be all they that worship carved 
images, and that delight in vain gods : worship 
him, all ye gbds. 

8 Sion heard of it, and l^joiced : and the ddxigh-** 
ters of Judah were glad> hecause of thy judgements^ 
Lord. 

9 For thou. Lord, art highet than all that are 
in the earth : thou art exilted fat above all gods« 

10 O ye that love the Lord, see that ye hate 
the thing which is evil : the Lord preserveth the 
souls of his saints ; he shall deliver them from the 
hand of the ungodly. 

11 There is sprung up a light for the righteous : 
anil joyfiil gladness for such as are true-hearted. 

12 Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous: and ^ve 
thanks for a remembrance of his holiness. 

Fer. 1. thefnultitudeoftheislies,'] The Hel}rew8 caDedt b^ the 
naine otisJef, not only countries sUrnmtided by the sei^ bttt^ all 
the countries which the sea divided &om them : so that tot term 
became synonymous with Gentiles. ThuS) it is said, Isaiqh 7l\\L 4. 
*' The isles shall wait for his law ;** which passage, Matt^ xii. 21. 
is expounded as follows : *' In him shall the OentiUs trasi.^— Bp^ 

HORNE. 

Ver. 2. Chwds and darkness are round about ^im, iccJ\ The 
itaagery of this divine hymn is of surprizing subUmity. ** No 
man hath seen God at any time :^ but the appen&iget of 
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presence^ have lieen imv^ledi from time to time^ tp the m^tal 
eye of the prophets, in the hour of inspiration ; and it ^ to these 
visions, that we are indebted for such august descriptions, as the 
one before us. — Ed, 

Ver. 9. Worship him all ye ^ods,] This datise declares the 
supremacy of Messiah over all that are called gods (Elohim) in 
heaven and in earth, who are enjcwaed to pay adoiiation unto bim, 
instead of claiming it for themselves.— Bp, Horne, 

Ver. ll. There is sprung up a UghtJ] Rather, as in the Bib. 
trans. : ^* Light is sown for the righteous." Light and gladness 
tx^ sown for thctrue-faeartedt let them wait patiently, therefore, 
God's good time : the seed-time is the presentif fe ; the rich pro- 
duce will be reaped in that which is to come. 



1 : 



iSbmiitjr ^va^tv. 



PSALM XCVIII. 
CHotal antr ISelgtIdtidl. 

The SUBJECT of this Psahni, is, in a great degree, similar 
to that of the preceding one. The sublimity of the imagery 
seems to point out David as its author. 

In this Psahn ike Personages introduced are: Full 
. C|i$ORusi, V. I* Fx&^T Sjeiiii-cHojELUs, V. 2. Second Semi- 

Hm&tsuSjVn 3. FxTLL Chxirusi 91. 4a» FiatT 6smi-cho«- 
' ROT, V. 5, 6. Second S«Mf-C!fORt7s, y. t, S, 0. to$k^ 

tpords " before the Lord:** ourf the Full Chorus^ to 

tie -end. 



,ii' ^ 



i O sing unto the Lord a new soing: iox he 

s2 
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2 With his pwn right hand, and with his holy 
ann: hath he gotten Lsetf .he victory. 

3 The Lord declared his salvation : his righ- 
teousness hath he openly shewed in the sight of 
the heathen. 

4 He hath remembered his mercy and truth 
toward the house of Israel : and all the ends of the 
world have seen the salvation of oiu: God. 

5 Shew yourselves joyful unto the Lord, all ye 
lands : sing, rejoice, and give thanks. 

6 Praise the Lord upon the harp : sing to the 
harp with a psalm of thanksgiving. 

7 With tnunpets also, and shawms : O shew 
yourselves joy fill before the Lord the King. 

8 Let the sea make a noise, and all that therein 
is : the round world, and they that dwell therein. 

9 Let the floods clap their hands, and let the 
hills be joyfiil together before the Lord : for he is 
come to judge the earth. 

10 With righteousness shall he judge the world : 
and the people with equity. 

Fer, 6. Sing to the harp.'] The use of instrumental music^ in 
the public worship of God, was first adopted by Moses ; and af- 
terwards, under the sanction of the divine command, much ex- 
tended and improved. The original instruments were but two ; 
the silver trumpet, and the comet. In David's time they were 
thirty-six. The harp was«an instrument (accordmg to Josephus) 
with ten strings ; and the shawm, a sort of hautboy. 

Ver. 8. Let the sea, Sfc,"] The literal signification of this 
figurative language, the sea, the floods, and the hills, is, the joy 
of the Gentiles on their call to Christ : the whole heathen world 
is expressed by these visible parts of the creation. 

Fer, 9. For he is come to judge the earth.'] The subject of 
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th|is general joy is, as before, in Psalm -xcyL 13. the advent of 
Messiah to reform the world; to execute judgment. upon the 
wicked ; and to establish a kingdom of righteousness upon earth. 
The whole heathen world is expressed by the metaphors of the 
sea, and the floods, and the hills ; as in Psalm xcyi. by the like 
objects of nature. 

. Ver» 10. With righteousness shall he judge the worlds Sfcl 
Another recognition of the dispensation of a future judgment ; 
and, consequently, of a resurrection from the grave, and of a final 
allotment to the righteous and the wicked. 
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■ The suBJTEtiT of this Psalm, is, like that of the 98th, the 
praise and glorification of Jehovah ; with a reference to the 
examples of Moses, Aaron, and Samuel, to encourage de- 
votion and holiness. It may be attributed, with great pro- 
bability, to David. 

In this Psalm the Personages introduced are: Full 
Chorus, v. 1, 2. First Semi-chorus, v. 3, 4. Second 
Semkihorus, v. 5, 6. First Semi-chorus, v. 7, 8. 
Full Chorus, v. 9. • 

1 The Lord is King, be the people never so im- 
patient : he sitteth between the cherubims, be the 
earth never so unquiet. 

2 The Lord is great in Sion : and high above 
all people. 

3 They shall give thanks unto thy Name : which 
is great, wonderful, and holy. 
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4 The King^s power loveth judgments tham 
hast prepared equity; thou hast executed judg- 
ment and righteousness in Jacob. 

5 O magnify the Lord our God : and Mi down 
before his footstool, for he is holy. 

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Sa- 
muel among such as call upon his Name : these 
called upon the Lord, and he heard them. 

7 He spake unto them out of the cloudy piUar : 
for they kept his testimonies, and the law that he 
gave them. 

8 Thou heardest them, O Lord our God: thou 
forgavest them, O God, and punishedst their own 
inventions. 

9 O magnify the Lord our God, and worship him 
upon his holy hill : for the Lord our God is holy. 

Ver. 1. Between the chefuhiM.'\ Alluding to the Shechlnahf 
Off TisiUe tnanilestaticm of the diYine presence, which dist)layed 
itself from between the cherubim that stood above the merqf!^ 
seat, over the ark of the covenant. 

Ver. 4. The King's power,] This is a periphrasis fot the 
King himself; a mode of expression common with the Eastern 
people, and familiar to the ancient Greek writers. Homer uses 
the strength of Hercules^ for Hercules himself. 

Fer, 5. His footstool,] That is ; towards or before the aik^ as 
was the practice of the Jews when praying. 

Ver. 6. Moses and Aaron, ^•c.] The meaning is, " thus hath 
God consttotly dispensed his mercy to his people, at the prayer 
of those holy men, whom he, from time to time, hath set over 
them." Exod. xxx. 11. Numb, xvi. 45, 46. 1 Sam. yik 6, 8* 9. 
viii. 5. xii. 19. 

Fer. 7. Out qf the cloudy pillar,] Exod. xxxiii. 9, 10. 
i^tanb, xii. 5. xvi. 42. 1 Sam, iii. 10. 

Ver, 8. Thou heardest them^ 8^c^] The Bible translation of 
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tim Terse is pveftrable^ because mora intelligible: ^* Thou aa- 
8ii|eresttb^0)» Q liOrd our God; thou wast a God that foigavest 
them, though thou tookest vengeauce of their mventionff." 



PSALM C. 



' The smwECT of this Psrfm, is; an ihvitadon to the sub- 
jects of David, and through tliein, to all nations, to lihite in 
the praise of Jehovah, as their Creator, Preserver, and Sa- 
tlotir. David, probiribly, eompokefd it.' ^ 



■'» 



' I 



The Person AGi^s introduced into this P^ahn ore; a Full 
Chorus, v.. 1« a Szhgle Vcoce^ v. S^ 3t, Fui^t Cso&us, 
V. 4. 

1 be joyful in the Irord, all ye lands : serve 
the Lord with gladnesSj and qome before bia pre-^ 
eence with a song. 

2 Be ye siure that the Lord he is God : it is. he 
t^t hath made us, apd not we qurselveis ; lye are 
his people, and the sheep of bis pasture. 

3 O go your way into his gates with thanks- 
^ving, and into his courts vdth praise : be thanks 
fial imto him, and speak good of his Name. 

4k For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is ever- 
lasting : and his truth endureth £rom generation to 
generation. 

Ver. 3. Thanksgiving.] Rather, " confessioa." " The ori- 
ginal word," says Bishop Horsley, ^' is very ill rendered here, 
and in many other places in the public translation, by tha$iks* 
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givingi . It denotes, generally) those public acts of homage and 
devotion, whether of prayer,' praise, or thanksgiving, by whifc^ 
Ood is acknmoledg^d and confessed,*^ ■' . k 
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The SUBJECT o£ this Psalm, is, an avowed determination^ 
(with the assistance of the divine grace), to maintain a pious 
and upright conduct ; to discountenance iniquity, unchari- 
tableness, and pride ; ^d to encourage fidelity, truths and 
virtue* This Psalm is supposed to have been written by 
Datidi «oon after the death of Saul ; just befere his settlci^ , 
ment on the throne of Israel. See 3 Sam. ii. 1. = 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 My song shall be of mercy and judgment.: 
tmto thee, O Lord, will I sing. 

2 let me have understanding : in the way of 
godliness. 

3 When wilt thou come unto me : I will walk 
in my house with a perfect heart. 

4 I will take no wicked thing in hand ; I hate 
the sins of unfaithfulness : there shall no such 
cleave unto me. 

5 A froward heart shall depart from me : I will 
not know a wicked person. 

6 Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour : him 
will I destroy. 

7 Whoso hath also a proud look and high sto- 
mach : I will not suffer him. 
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8 Mine eyes look upon such as are faithful in 
the land : that they may dwell with me. 

9 Whoso leadeth a godfty life : he shall be my 
servant. 

10 There shall no deceitful person dwell in my 
house : he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my 
sight. 

Ill shall soon destroy all the ungodly that are 
in the land : that I may root out all wicked doers 
from the city of the Lord* 

Ver. 1. My song shall be of mercy and judgment.'] From the 
general tenor of this Psalm, it should seem, that these terms, 
mercy Vind judgment y were XKsedhy David to express that righr. 
teons, equitable^ and compassionate. jadministraiion of public af- 
fairs, with which he ^eant to bless \iu pepple^p when he was 
firmly seated in his kingdom. ' ' ^ * 

Ver. 3. / will tvalk^ ^.] That ss ; I will earnestly endea- 
vour to regulate my^ conduct ;publicly, according' to the laws of 
righteousness and truth ; and privately, by the suggestions of m j^ 
conscience. 

Fer. 9. He shall be my servant,] The " eyes" of princes can* 
not be better employed, than in looking around them, in order to 
choose from among their own subjects, fit and able men to trans- 
act the public business : men of inviolable ** faithfalness,'' and 
unshaken integrity : men who know how to think aright, and 
fao^ to speak vihi9.i they think \, men, likewise, who ** walk in the 
perfect way" of holiness; who do not disgrace their politics by 
their lives ; or, prejudice their master's cause by their sins, more 
than they can benefit it by their abilities. — Bf. Horne. 

* Ver. 11. All the ungodly— all wicked doers,"] The first ex- 
pression refers, probably, to the remnant of the Ca^aaodtish na* 
tioas,^ left in ** the land ;** and the latter, to the lawless and jiro* 
fligate among David's own subjects. - • ' . 



-M '^ 



866 PSALM, €11. [Dax.20. 



THE TWENTIETH DAY OF THE I^ONTlt 



Wonting 9rai$»r, 



PSALM CII. 

The SUBJECT of this Ps^m^ (one of thoae appointed for 
Ash- Wednesday,) is, a touching description of bodily and 
mental anguish : consolation, derived from the conviction of 
the eternity and immutabiUty of Jehovah, apd of the re^tor^ 
tion of Zion: alternate expressions of despondent »n4 hop^ ; 
settling, at length, in a full assurance of the salvation of the 
righteous, and their posterity. The Psalm appiears to have 
been written during the Babylonish captivity, by some in- 
spired person among the Jews* Nehemi^^ ha^ beea named 
as the authw. 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 Hear my prayer, O Lord : and let my crying 
come unto thee. 

2 Hide not thy face from me in the time of my 
trouble : incline thine ear unto me when I call ; O 
bear me, and that right soon. 

* 3 For my days are consumed away like smoke : 
and my bones are burnt up as it were a firebrand. 
4 My heart is smitten down, and withered like 
grass : so that I forget to eat my bread. 
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5 For the voice of my groaning : my bones will 
scarce cleave to my flesh. 
' 6 I am become like a pelican in the wildem^s : 
and like an owl that is in the desert. 

7 I have watched, and am ev^n as it were a 
sparrow : that sitteth alone upon the house-top. 

8 Mine enemies revile me all the day long : and 
they that are mad upon me are sworn together 
against me. 

9 For I have eaten asheft as it were bread : and 
mingled my drink with weepjng ; 

10 And that because of thme indignation and 
wrath : for thou hast taken me up, and cast me 
down. 

11 My days are gone like a shadow : and I am 
withered like grass. 

12 But, thou, O Lord, shalt endure for ever : and 
thy remembrance throughout all generations. 

13 Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon l^ori: 
for it is time that thou have mercy upon her, yea, 
the time is come. 

14 And why ? thy servants think upon her stones : 
and it pitieth them to see her in the dust. 

15 The heathen shall fear thy Name, O Lord : 
and all the kings of the earth thy Majesty ; 

16 When the Lord shall bidld up Sion ; and 
when his glory shall appear ; 

17 When he tumeth him unto the prayer of the 
poor destitute : and despiseth not their desire. 

18 This shall be written for those that come 
after : and the people ^hich shall be boro shall 
praise the Lord. , , ^ . » 
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, 19 For he hath looked down from his sanctuary : 
out of the heaven did the Lord behold the ^earth ; 
♦ 20 That he might hear the mournings of such 
a$ are in captivity : and deliver the children ap-. 
pointed unto death ; . ' . ^ 

21 That they may declare the Name of the Lord 
m Sion : and his worship at Jerusalem ; 
: 22 When the people are gathered together : and 
the kingdoms also, to serve the Lord. 

23 He brought down my strength in my journey: 
and shortened my days. . . 

24 But I said, O xayi God, take me not away in 
the midst of mine age : as for thy years> they en^ 
diure throughout all generations. ' 

25 Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid, the 
foundation of the earth : and the heav^nSt^ce the 
work of thy hand& . . ^ .. . . 

26 They shall perish, but thou shalt endure : 
they all shall wax old as doth a garment ; 

}, 2T And as a vesture shalt thou change fhem, and 
they shall be changed : but thou art the.same^ and 
thy years shall not fail. 

28 The children of thy servants shall continue : 
and their seed shall stand fast in thy sight. 

Fer^ 3. Like smoke.] The correct translation would be, in 
smoke: the meaning would then be, my afflictions hare h^d the 
same effect on my frame, as smoke produces on any substance 
exposed to it, — it is shrunk and defaced. 

Fer, 4. Withered like grass.] A striking simile, referring to 
the hot blasts of Palestine : which dry up, immediately and en« 
tirelyy every herbaceous vegetable exposed to their influence. 

Ver. 6f 7, Pe/icon, owlf sparrow.] These are alL images ex- 
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pressive of the complainant's loveof solitude ; and of his avereion 
to the cheerful society of men. The voracious habits of the ReH^ 
caUf will not allow him to be a gregarious bird. • H^ is feund 
singly, on the banks of the tropical rivers. The owrs love of lohe- 
liness, has furnished a pleasing feature in Gray's description of a 
country Church-yard : 

^* The moping owl does to the moon complain. 
Of such, as wandering near her secret bow'r, 
Molest her ancient, solitary reign." 

Bishop Law gives the word " owl" instead of " sparrow," in the 
7th verse, because the latter. is not a solitary bird : but it may be 
doubted, whether the Psalmist would have repeated (very inele- 
gantly) an image which he had used in the preceding verse. The 
bird intended here, is one, most liiely, with which we are not ac- 
quainted. In HoUandi the stork is perpetufjly seen ^' upop the 
house-top." — Ed. 

Fer, 9. Eaten ashes J] '* By eating ashes and drinking tears,'* 
we may understand the same as if he had said, <* I have eaten the 
bread of humihation, and drank the water of affliction :" ashes 
being the emblem of one, and tears the consequence of the other.. 

— B^, HORNE. 

Fer, 13. The time is come.] The Bib. trans, is here more 
correct, "the set time is come:" namely, for the restoration gf thy 
people, and the rebuilding of thy temple : see Jer. xxxix. 10, 11. 

Fer. 14. Her stones."] That is, her " walls," which are " broJcen 
down :" see Nehem. i. 3. 

Fer. 20. Appointed unto death.] Those whom the Babylo- 
nian tyrants had condemned to die. 

Fer. 25. Thou, Lord, in the ^ginning, Sfc] This, and the 
two following verses, are particularly applied to Christ, and to 
the eternity of his kingdom, Heb. i. 10, 11, 12. though in their 
primary signification, they are a consolation to the Jews, under 
the Babylonish captivity. 

Fer. 27. And as a vesture shaU thou change them.] This 
expression seems to be an allusion to the frequent change of rai- 
ment, which is customary with the princes and great men of the 
east. Thevenot says> that he saw the grand Seignicv going to, 
and returning from a new mosque : s^nd that as he went, be was 
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dad in a Jlesh<alourvd robe t and ad he came back, in one of 
green. There is something very sublime^ howevei:, ia the PlBal<» 
mist's use of this allusion. He represents the Almighty as 
."changing," or disrobing the whole visible universe of its garni- 
ture, with as much ease and rapidity, as a sultan dtvests himself 
of one robe, in order to clothe himself with another.-^ED. . 
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The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a divine strain of praise 
fitiid thanksgiving to God, for his pardcming mercy, compas- 
sionate tenderness, and providential clore t a; view of the 
shortness and uncertainty of htimati life, oppt)seii'to^hat of 
the permanence and immutability of the goodness of Goi, to 
those who serve him : a v^w which calls forth in the Psal- 
cMst, firesfa acts of praise and glorification. It was, probably^ 
C(imposed1)y David, on his recovery from sohie da^ig^mus 
Sickness. 

In this Psalm David ^aks throughout ■ ' 

1 Pr^se the Lord, O my soul : and all that i% 
withu) me praise his holy Name* j 

2 Praise l^e Lord, O my soul ; and foigcft nci 
all his benefits: 

3 W^ Ibr^vejth all thy sin : .and healeth all 

thine infipmti^ ; . ; ...i 

4.Who,sayeth thy life &om destruction: and 
crownath thee with mercy and loying^kiad(n€$6 1 : 
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5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things : 
making thee young and lusty as an eagle. 

6 The Lord executeth righteousness and judge* 
ment : for all them that are oppressed with wrong. 

7 He shewed his ways unto Moses : Jiis works 
unto the children of Israel. 

8 The Lord is fiill of compassion and mercy: 
long-suffering, and of great goodness. 

9 He will not alway be chiding : neither keep- 
eth he his anger for ever. 

10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins : nor 
rewarded us according to our' wickednesses. 

11 For look how high the heaven is in compari-^ 
son of the earth: so great is his mercy also toward 
them that fear him. 

,12 Look how wide also the ea,st is from th$ 
west : so tax hath he set our sins from us. 

18 Yea, like as a father pitieth his own children: 
even so is the I^ord merciful unto them that fear him. 

14 For he knoweth whereof we a^e made: he 
remembereth that we are but dust. 

15 The days of man are but aS grass : for he 
flourisheth as a flower of the field. 

16 For as soon as the wind goeth over it, it is 
gone? and the place thereof shall know it no more. 

17 But the merdful goodness of the Lord en^ 
Aw^i^fw et^ and ever upon them that fear him: 
and his righteousness upon children's childrett } • 
''18 Evert tLp6ti such as keep his covenant: ^nd 

think upon his commandments to do them. 

18 The Lord hath prepared his seat in heaven ; 
and his longdom ruleth over alL 

8 
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20 O praise the Lord^ ye angels of his, ye that 
excel in strength : ye that ftilfil his commandment^ 
and hearken unto the voice of his words. 
. 21 O praise the Lord, all ye his hosts: ye ser- 
vants of his that do his pleasure. 

22 O speak good of the Lord, all ye works of his, 
in all places of his dominion : praise thou the Lord, 
O my soul. 

Ver. 3. Forgiveth all thy sin : and healeth all thine infirmi' 
ties.'\ There is great propriety in this association of mental dis- 
order with bodily disease. Sin having been the sole original cause 
of all evil, moral and physical, the forgiveness of the former, and 
the removal of the latter, are often used in Scripture, as etpres- 
sions of the same import. In conformity with thb customary 
mode of speaking, it seems probable, that when our blessed Lord 
pronounced a sick person to be recovered, by saying, '' thy sins 
be forgiven thee;" he did not mean, that his sin, in a moral sense, 
was pardoned, (for this was to be the happy result of his future 
penitence, faith, and obedience,) but his speech conveyed the 
same intimation, as if he had said, '' be thou restored from thy 
disease." 

Ver. 5. Lusty as an eagle.] It is a remarkable circumstance 
in the history of the eagle, that, when it is nearly a century old, 
it will cast its feathers, become bald, and then assume a com- 
pletely new plumage ; being restored, as it were, to youth and 
vigour. 

Fer. 1 1 . For look how high, 8fc.'] The unequalled tenderness 
of the description of God's compassion towards mankind, in this, 
and the two succeeding verses, is thus charmingly dilated by 
Bishop Home. ** We are here presented with three of the most 
beautiful, apposite, and comfprting similitudes in the world. Whea 
we lift up our eyes, and behold around us, the lofty and stupen- 
dous vault of heaven, encircling, protecting, enlightening, refresh- 
ing, and cherishing the earth, and all things that are therein ; we 
are bidden to contemplate in this glass, the immeasurable height, 
the boundless extent, and the salutary influeaces of that mercyy 
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mUth, as it were^ embraces the creation^ and is over all the works 
of God. Often as we view the sun arising in the east, and dark- 
ness flying away from before his face, towards the opposite quarter 
of the heavens, we may see an image of that goodness of Jehovah, 
wWeby we are placed in the regions of illumination, and our 
sins are removed and put fax away out of his sight." * And that 
pur hearts may at .idl times, ''have confidence towards Qod,'' he 
is represented as bearing towards us, thd.foiid and tender affec- 
tion of a " father," ever ready to defend, to nourish, and to pro- 
vide for us ; to bear with us, to forgive us, and to receive us in the 
parental arms of everlasting love. 

Ver. 16. For as soon as the wind^ ^c] The allusion, in these 
words, is to the blasting winds of Arabia: the.59.mte/and si- 
mooin. which, like the harmattan of Africa, scorch up, or utterly 
destroy, in a very short space of time, every species of vegetable, 
subjected to their baleful influence. 
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\. The SUBJECT (tf this Psabn, is similar to that of the last; 
but contains a fuller enumeration of the mercies and won- 
ders of God's providence in the natural and moral world. 
This also may be attributed to David. It is appointed to be 
ilsed Qik Whitsunday. 

In tJm Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 Praise the Lord, Omy soul: O Lord my God, 
thou art become exceeding glorious; thou art 
clothed with majesty and honour. 

T 
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2 Thou deckest thyself with light as it were with 
a garment : and spreadest out the heavens like a 
curtain. 

3 Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the 
waters: and maketh the clouds his chariot, and 
walketh upon the wings of the wind. 

4 He maketh his angels spirits : and his minis- 
ters a flaming fire. 

5 He laid the foundations of the earth : that it 
never should move at any time. 

6 Thou coveredst it with the deep like as with 
a garment : the waters stand in the hiUs. 

7 At thy rebuke they flee : at the voice of thy 
thimder they are afraid. 

8 They go up as high as the hills, and down to 
the valleys beneath : even unto the place which 
thou hast appointed for them. 

9 Thou hast set them their bounds which they 
shall not pass : neither turn again to cover the 
earth. 

10 He sendeth the springs into the rivers : which 
run among the hills. 

11 All beasts of the field drink thereof: and the 
wild asses quench their thirst. 

12 Beside them shall the fowls of the air have 
their habitation ; and smg among the branolies. 

13 He watereth the hiUs from above ; the earth 
is filled with the fruit of thy works. 

14 He bringeth forth grass for the cattle : and 
green herb for the service of men ; 

15 That he may bring food out of the earth, and 
wine that maketh glad the heart of man : and Qil 
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to make him a cheerfol countenance^ and bread to 
strengthen man's heart. 

16 The trees of the Lord also are fall of sap : 
even the cedars of Libanus which he hath planted ; 

17 Wherein the birds make their nests : and the 
fir-trees are a dwelling for the stork. 

18 The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats : 
and so are the stony rocks for the conies. 

19 He appointed the moon for certain seasons : 
and the sun knoweth his going down. 

20 Thou makest darkness that it may be night : 
wherein all the beasts of the forest do move. 

21 The lions roaring after their prey : do seek 
their meat from God. 

22 The Sim ariseth, and they get them away 
together : and lay them down in their dens. 

23 Man goeth forth to his work^ and to his la* 
hour : until the evening. 

24 O Lord, how manifold are thy works: in 
wisdom hast thou made them all ; the earth is full 
of thy riches. 

25 So is the great and wide sea also : wherein 
are things creeping innumerable, both small and 
great beasts. 

26 There go the ships, and there is that Levia- 
than : whom thou hast made to take his pastime 
therein. * 

27 These wait all upon thee : that thou mayest 
^ve them meat in due season. 

28 When thou givest it them they gather it : 
and when thou openest thy hand they are filled 
with good. 

. T 2 
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29 When thou hidest thy face they are troubled : 
when thou takest away their breath they die, and 
are turned again to their dust. 

30 When thou lettest thy breath go forth they 
shall be made : and thou shalt renew the face of 
the earth. 

31 The glorious Majesty of the Lord shall en- 
dure for ever : the Lord shall rejoice in his works. 
: 32 The earth shall tremble at the look of him : 
if he do but touch the hills, they shall smoke. 

33 I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live : 
I will praise my God while I have my being. 

34 And so shall my words please him : my joy 
shall be in the Lord. 

35 As for sinners, they shall be consiuned out 
of the earth, and the ungodly shall come to an end : 
praise thou the Lord, O my soul, praise the Lord. 



Psalm CIV, Forregularity of composition, ricbness of imagery, 
sublimity of sentiment, and elegance and perspicuity of diction ; 
this Psalm is, perhaps, the principal poem in the whole collection 
of these inspired songs: — Bp. Horsley. 

Ver, 2. Spreadest out the heavens like a curtairu] Dr. Shaw, 
in his travels, suspects that the Psalmist refers in these words, to 
that common practice in the east, on occasions of feasts, or great 
entertainments, to cover the court of the house, (which is the 
middle of an open square) by a veil, or vast curtain^ extended by 
ropes from side to side, which may be rolled up, or expanded, 
according to the inclination of the company. 

Ver. 4. He maketh his angels spirits, 8fc,'] The literal mean- 
ing is, ** God employs the elements of air and fire, the winds and 
the lightnings, as his messengers and ministers, to execute his 
commands upon the earth." The spiritital signification of the 
passage is given by St. Paul, Heb, i. 7. 
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Ver. 5. Never should movef SfcJ] That is, " the earth is so 
constructed, as to answer the end, and to last the time for which 
it was created and intended." *' He hangeth the earth upon no- 
thing." Job xxvi. 7, 

Fer. 11. Wild asses.2 These animals, in the tropical regions 
of the world, are peculiarly wild, fierce, and untameable. But 
their instinct is great, more especially in discovering the rare 
springs and pools of water, in the arid plains on which they dwell. 
Travellers tell us, that by watching their course, these supplies of 
water are frequently detected, by the thirsty wanderer through the 
deserts* 

Ver, 15. Oil to make him a cheerful countenanced] The prac- 
tice of anointing the hair and beard with oil, among the Jews, 
was not only general, but considered as an ornament and an ele- 
gance ; and especially observed on all occasions of joy and festi- 
vity. Hence, " the oil of gladness," and other similar figures of 
speech, expressive of external rejoicing, or mental gratuktion. 
See Psalm xxiii. 5. Amos vi. 6, 

Ver, 18. For the conies.} This animal does not frequent rocks^ 
the translation therefore is wrong. Bishop Horsley renders the 
Vfordf jerboas : but whatever animal be meant, it is the same that 
is mentioned, Prov. xxx. 26 : " The shaphanim are but a feeble 
folk, yet make they their houses in the rocks." 

Ver. 26. Leviathan.} See Job xli. probably the whale, 

Ver, 21, Wait upon thee,} Instinct teaches them to depend 
upon Providence for their support, though they know not their 
benefactor. 

Ver, 29. When thou hidest thy face, ^c] The paraphrase of 
this verse is ; " When thou suspendest or alterest those operations 
of nature which produce sustenance for the animal world, they 
pine, sicken, die, and return to that dust out of which they were 
originally formed.'' Gen, i, 24, 25. iii. 19. 
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TWENTY-FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH. 



PSALM CV. 

The SUBJECT of this Psahn, is, an invocation to praise and 
magnify the Lord, in consideration of the marvellous works 
which he had wrought for the seed of Abraham : this is fol- 
lowed by a slight, but vivid sketch of these wonders, more 
especially of those displayed in Egypt : the end and design 
of all which, is declared to be, that God might ensure the 
obedience of his people. From 1 Chron. xvi. we find, that 
David composed the first fifteen verses of this Psalm: and, 
probably, therefore, the whole of it. 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 O give thanks unto the Lord, and call upon 
his Name: tell the people what things he hath 
done. 

2 O let your songs be of him, and praise him : 
and let your talking be of all his wondrous works. 

3 Rejoice in his holy Name : let the heart of 
them rejoice that seek the Lord. 

4 Seek the Lord and his strength : seek his face 
evermore. 
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5 Remember the marvellous works that he hath 
done: his wonders, and the judgements of his 
mouth, 

6 O ye seed of Abraham his servant : ye chil- 
dren of Jacob his chosen* 

7 He is the Lord oiu: God : his judgements are 
in all the world. 

8 He hath been alway mindful of his covenant 
and promise : that he made to a thousand genera- 
tions ; 

9 Even the covenant that he made with Abra- 
ham : and the oath that he sware unto Isaac : 

10 And appointed the same imto Jacob for a 
law : and to Israel for an everlasting testament ; 

11 Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of 
Canaan : the lot of your inheritance ; 

12 When they were yet but a few of them : and 
they strangers in the land ; 

13 What time as they went from one nation, to 
another : from one kingdom to another people ; 

14 He suffered no man to do them wrong : but 
reproved even kings for their sakes ; 

15 Touch not mine Anointed : and do my pro- 
phets no harm. 

16 Moreover, he* called for a dearth upon the 
land : and destroyed all the provision of bread. 

17 But he had sent a man before them : even 
Joseph, who was sold to be a bond-servant ; 

18 Whose feet they hurt in the stocks : the 
iron entered into his soul ; 

19 Until the time came that his cause was 
known : the word of the Lord tried him. 
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20 The king sent, and delivered hiih : the prince 
of the people let him go free. 

21 He made him lord also of his house : and 
ruler of all his substance ; 

22 That he might inform his princes after his 
will : and teach his senators wisdom. 

23 Israel also came into Egypt : and Jacob was 
a stranger in the land of Ham. 

24 And he increased his people exceedingly: 
and made them stronger than their enemies ; 

25 Whose heart turned so, that thev hated his 
people : and dealt untruly with his servants. 

26 Then sent he Moses his servant : and Aaron 
whom he had chosen. 

27 And these shewed his tokens among them: 
and wonders in the land of Ham. 

28 He sent darkness, and it was dark : and they 
were not obedient unto his word. 

29 He turned their waters into blood : and slew 
their fish. 

30 Their land brought forth frogs : yea, even in 
their kings' chambers. 

31 He spake the word, and there came all man- 
ner of flies : and lice in all their quarters. 

32 He gave them hail-stones for rain: and 
flames of fire in their land. 

33 He smote their vines also and fig-trees : and 
destroyed the trees that were in their coasts. 

34 He spake the word, and the grass-hoppers 
came, and caterpillars innumerable: and did eat 
up all the grass in their land, and devoured the 
fruit of their ground. 
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35 He smote all the first-bom in thieir land: 
even the chief of all their strength. 

36 He brought them forth also with silver and 
gold : there was not one feeble person among their 
tribes. 

37 Egypt was glad at their departing : for they 
were afraid of them. 

38 He spread out a cloud to be a covering : and 
fire to give light in the night-season. 

39 At their desire he brought quails : and he 
filled them with the bread of heaven. 

40 He opened the rock of stone, and the waters 
flowed out : so that rivers ran in the dry places. 

41 For why ? he remembered his holy promise: 
and Abraham his servant. 

42 And he brought forth his people with joy : 
and his chosen with gladness ; 

43 And gave them the lands of the heathen : 
and they took the labours of the people in posses- 
sion: 

44 That they might keep his statutes : and ob- 
serve his laws. 

Ver, 4. His strength — his face. "] " By the strength and face, 
hee meaneth the arke, where God declared his power, and his 
presence" — Margin Note, Eliz* Bible. 

Ver. 8. A thousand generations^] That is : " many ages ;*' 
2^ finite number is here put for anHndefinite one. 

Ver. 9. With Abraham.] See Gen. xv. 17, 18. xxii. 16. 

Ibid.] Unto Isaac. See Gen. xxvi. 3. 

Ven 10. Unto Jacob.] See Gen. xxviii. 13. 

Ibid. And to Israel, Sfc] When God changed Jacob's name 
into Israel : see Gen, xxxv. 10. 

Ibid. For an everlasting covenant.] That is, never to be 
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changed, if Jacob's posterity kept their covenant with God. 
Exod. xxiii. 22, 23. 31, 32. 

Fer. 12. But few of them J] That is, when Abraham's family 
was but small; Gen. xii. 1. 5. and only sojourners in Canaan : 
Oen» xxiii. 4. 

Ver, 14. He suffered no man^ ^c] The patriarchs, during 
their peregrinations, were often in imminent danger ; as Abraham 
on account of Sarah, Gen. xx. Isaac, in a similar ease, Oeum 
xxvi. Jacob from Laban, Gen. xxxi. and from his brother Esau, 
Oen. xxxiii. Yet, destitute as they were of earthly help, the 
mightiest kings could not hurt them. — Bp. Horne. 

Fer. 18. PF%ose/ec^, ^c] The Bible translation is preferable: 
^^ whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron." Gen. 
zxxix. 20. 

Fer, 19. Until the time came, Sfc.} Rather : *' until the time 
that his word came to pass : the oracle of Jehovah was the trial of 
him.** — Bp. Horsley. " The first clause," says Dr. Kennicott, 
** refers to the completion of his interpretation of the dreams of 
the chief butler and baker ; the second, to the interpretation of 
Pharaoh's dreams ; called the oracle of Jehovah, because sent by 
him to Pharaoh." 

Ver, 25. Whose heart turned so."] That is ; this favour of 
God towards the Israelites, was the cause or occasion of then: 
hatred of this people. 

Ver. 27. His tokens.'] That is, God's miraculous evidences, 
by the hands of Moses and Aaron, (enumerated in the eight fol« 
lowing verses) of his own power ; and of his favour to the Israel- 
ites. 

Fer. 28. And.] Rather : '* yet."— Bp. Law. 
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iSb^ning WvAptv. 



PSALM CVI. 

ikistovttal. 

The SUBJECT of this Psahuj is the same as that of the 
preceding one : and there is every reason to attribute it to 
the same author. See 1 Chran, xvi. 34, 85, 36. 

In this Psidm David speaks throughouL 

1 O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gra- 
cious : and his mercy endureth for ever. 

2 Who can express the noble acts of the Lord : 
or shew forth all his praise ? 

3 Blessed are they that alway keep judgement : 
and do righteousness. 

4 Remember me, O Lord, according to the fa- 
vour that thou bearest unto thy people : O visit 
me with thy salvation ; 

6 That I may see the felicity of thy chosen : and 
rejoice in the gladness of thy people, and give 
thanks with thine inheritance. 

6' We have sinned with our fathers : we have 
done amiss, and dealt wickedly. 

7 Oiu: fathers regarded not thy wonders in 
Egypt, neither kept they thy great goodness in re- 
membrance : but were disobedient at the sea, even 
at the Red sea. 

8 Nevertheless, he helped them for his Name's 
sake : that he might make his power to be known. 
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9 He rebuked the Red sea also^ and it was dried 
up : so he led them through the deep, as through 
a wilderness. 

10 And he saved them from the adversary's 
hand : and delivered them from the hand of the 
enemy. 

11 As for those that troubled them, the waters 
overwhelmed them : there was not one of them left. 

12 Then believed they his words: and sang 
praise unto him. 

13 But within a while they forgat his works : 
and would not abide his counsel. 

14 But lust came upon them in the wilderness : 
and they tempted God in the desert. 

15 And he gave them their desire : and sent 
leanness withal into their soul. 

16 They angered Moses also in the tents : and 
Aaron the saint of the Lord. 

17 So the earth opened, and swallowed up Da- 
than : and covered the congregation of Abiram. 

18 And the fire was kindled in their company : 
the flame burnt up the ungodly. 

19 They made a calf in Horeb : and worshipped 
the molten image. 

20 Thus they turned their glory : into the simi- 
litude of a calf that eateth hay. 

21 And they forgat God their Saviour: who 
had done so great things in Egypt ; 

22 Wondrous works in the land of Ham : and 
fearful things by the Red sea. 

23 So he said, he would have destroyed them, 
had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the 
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gap: to turn away his wrathful indignation; lest he 
should destroy them. 

24 Yea, they thought scorn of that pleasant 
land : and gave no credence unto his word ; 

25 But murmured in their tents : and hearkened 
not unto the voice of the Lord. 

26 Then lift he up his hand against them : to 
overthrow them in the wilderness ; 

27 To cast out their seed among the nations : 
and to scatter them in the lands. 

28 They joined themselves unto Baalrpeor : and 
ate the offerings of the dead. 

29 Thus they provoked him to anger with their 
own inventions : and the plague was great among 
them. 

30 Then stood up Phinees and prayed : and so 
the plague ceased. 

31 And that was counted unto him for righte- 
ousness : aii^ong all posterities for evermore. 

32 They angered him also at the waters of 
strife : so that he punished Moses for their sakes ; 

33 Because they provoked his spirit : so that he 
spake unadvisedly with his Ups. 

34 Neither destroyed they the heathen : as the 
Lord commanded them j 

35 But were mingled among the heathen : and 
learned their works. 

36 Insomuch that they worshipped their idols^ 
which turned to their own decay : yea, they offered 
their sons and their daughters unto devils ; 

37 And shed innocent blood, even the blood of 
their sons and of their daughters: whom they 
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offered unto the idols of Canaan ; and the land 
was defiled with blood. 

38 Thus were they stained with their own 
works : and went a whoring with their own inven- 
tions. 

39 Therefore was the wrath of the Lord kindled 
against his people : insomuch that he abhorred his 
own inheritance. 

40 And he gave them over into the hand of the 
heathen : and they that hated them were lords 
over them. 

41 Their enemies oppressed them: and had 
them in subjection. 

42 Many a time did he deliver them : but they 
rebelled against him with their own inventions, and 
were brought down in their wickedness. 

43 Nevertheless, when he saw their adversity : 
he heard their complaint. 

44 He thought upon his covenant, and pitied 
them, according unto the multitude of his mercies : 
yea, he made all those that led them away captive 
to pity them. 

45 Deliver us, O Lord our God, and gather us 
from among the heathen : that we may give 
thanks unto thy holy Name, and make our boast 
of thy praise. 

46 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from ever- 
lasting, and world without end : and let all the 
people say. Amen. 

Ver. 3. Blessed are they that alway^ ^.] Rather : ** Messed 
are they that keep his judgments, and do righteousness at all 
seasons.** 
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Vet. 4. Thy ialvatvm^ That is, thy deliyerance of me in 
all demgerB* 1 Chr<m, xyiii. 6. 13, 14. 

Ver, 5. The felicity of thy cho$en,'\ That is, that I may sec 
thy chosen people Israel, settled in a peaceable enjoyment of all 
thy blessings. 1 Chron, xxii. 18. 

Ver. 7. At the sea, ^c] This repetition is emphatic : they 
were disobedient, even at the very moment of their escape. Exod. 
xiv. 11,12. 

Ver. 15. Leanness.] Rather : " loathing." See Numb, xi. 18, 
19, 20. ** Ye shall not eat one day— but even a whole month, 
until it come out at your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you.'* 

Ver. 16. The saint of the Lord."] Not called so from any 
inherent holmess in himself ; but because he was sanctified to 
the Lord. 

Ver. 17. The earth, ^c] Numb. xvi. 32, 33. 35. 

Ver. 20. Their glory.] That is, '^ their God." Jer. ii. 11. 
Rom. i. 23. — Bp. Law. The expression may refer, however, 
to that glorious presence of the majesty of God, which appearing 
in the cloud, had wrought many wonders for the Israelites. Exod. 
xxiv. 16, 17. 

Ibid. The similitude of a calf] The Egyptian god Apis, was 
represented by the figure of an ox, or calf. 

Ver. 23. In the gap,] The Bib. trans, has " in the breach :** 
an allusion to a seige, when a breach is made in the walls, in 
which some champion places himself,' to oppose the enemy, who 
is entering through it. 

Ver. 25. But murmured^ ^.] See Numb. xvi. 1, 2. 

Ver. 28. They joined themselves to Baal-peor."] See Numb* 
xxxi. 16. Baal was the idol of the Moabites : his temple was on 
Mount Peor. 

Ibid. Ate the offerings of the dead.] That is, they partook of 
the sacrifices offered to idols; which are counted as dead, in 
opposition to Jehovah, the only living, as well as true God. 

Ver. 30. Prayed,] Rather, as in the Bible translation : " ex- 
ecuted judgement ;" by slaying Zimri and Cozbi, as violators of 
the commandment, without waiting for the sentence of the 
judges, who might have been afraid to condemn such powerful 
cruninals. See Numb. xxv. 5, 6. 

8 
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Ver. 33. Spake unadvisedly •"] That is, he Bpake passionately ^ 
as one provoked with the Most High. His words expressed dis- 
trust and impatience: and he was punished for them, by an 
exclusion from the land of Canaan. iVum&. xx. 10. 12. DeuU 
i. 37. 

Ver. 34. Neither destroyed they, Sfc.'] Judges u 21. 27. 29. 
I!xod, xxiii. 30. 35. Deut. vii. 2. 

Fer. 35. Were mingled among J] Rather : '^ formed alliances 
with." 

Ver, 36. Unto devils."] That is, " unto destroyers — souls of 
heroes." — Bp. Law. To the idols of Canaan. — Bp. Horne. 
Among which was Moloch, 

" horrid king, besmeared with blood 

Of human sacrifice, and parents' tears ; 
Though for the noise of drums and timbrels loud, 
Their children's cries unheard, that pass'd thro' fire 
To his grim idol." 

Fer, 38. Went a whoring, ^c] That is, committed idolatry ; 
which is frequently expressed in Scripture, by whoredom, Levitt 
xyii. 7. XX. 5. Numb, xv. 39. xxv. 1. The Jewish church was 
espoused to God (like the Christian) as " to one husband," (2 Cor. 
xi. 2.) and, therefore, to forsake him, and to go after other gods, 
was spiritual adultery. 

Ver. 39. Therefore was the wrath, §*c.] Judges ii. .14. 20. 

Fer, 40. Hand of the heathen."] Judges iii. 3. 5. iv. 2, 3. 
vi. 2, 3. X. 8, 9. xiii. 1. 

Ver. 44. He thought upon his covenant.] Which he had 
made with their forefathers. Levit. xxvi. 42. 44, 45« Deut. xxx. 
h 2, 3. 
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TWENTY-SECOND DAY OF THE MONTH, 

fifloxnitts J^vamtv^ 



PSALM cvn. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is^ an invocation to all man- 
kind, to praise the Lord^ from a consideration of his spe- 
cial favours to the chosen people^ and of his general mer- 
cies to all human beings^ in the various circumstances and 
situations of their temporal existence. Its conclusion fur- 
nishes consolation for the righteous ; and weighty moral 
instruction for alK The Psalm is supposed to have been 
written by David. 

In this Psalm the Personages introduced (according to 
BisJiop Horsley) are: A Levite, or singer^ v. I to 5. 
First Semi-chorus, v. 6, Second Semi-chorus, v. 7. 
First Chorus, v, 8, 9. A Levite, v. 10, 11, 12, First 
SEMi-ceoRus, V. 13. Second Semi-chorus, v. 14. Full 
Chorus, v. 15, 16. A Levite, v. 17, 18. First Semi- 
chorus, V. 19. Second Semi-chorus, v. 20. Full Cho- 
rus, V. 21, 22. A Levite, v. 23, to the end qfZT. First 
Semi-chorus, v. 28. Second Semi-chorus, v. 29, 30. 

• Full Chorus, v. 31, 32. A Levite, v. 33 to 40 inclu- 
sive. First Semi-chorus, v. 41. Second Semi-chorus, 

V. 42. Full Chorus, v. 43. 

u 
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1 O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gra- 
cious : and his mercy endureth for ever. 

2 Let them give thanks whom the Lord hath 
redeemed : and delivered from the hand of the 
enemy ; 

3 And gathered them out of the lands, from the 
east, and from the west : from the north, and from 
the south. 

4 They went astray in the wilderness out of the 
way : and found no city to dwell in ; 

5 Hungry and thirsty: their soul fainted in 
them. 

6 So they cried unto the Lord in their trouble : 
and he delivered them from their distress. 

7 He led them forth by the right way: that 
they might go to the city where they dwelt. 

8 O that men would therefore praise the Lord 
for his goodness : and declare the wonders that he 
doeth for the children of men ! 

9 For he satisfieth the empty soul : and filleth 
the hungry soul with goodness ; 

10 Such as sit in darkness, and in the shadow 
6f death : being fast bound in misery and iron, 

11 Because they rebelled against the words of 
the Lord : and lightly regarded the counsel of the 
most Highest ; 

12 He also brought down their heart through 
heaviness : they fell down, and there was none to 
help them. 

13 So when they cried unto the Lord in their 
trouble : he delivered them out 'of their distress. 

14 For he brought them out of darkness^ and 

8 
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out of the shadow of death : and brake their bands 
in sunder. 

15 O that men would therefore praise the Lord 
for his goodness : and declare the wonders that he 
doeth for the children of men I 

16 For he hath broken the gates of brass : and 
smitten the bars of iron in sunder, 

17 Foolish men are plagued for their offence : 
and because of their wickedness. 

18 Their soul abhorred all manner of meat: 
and they were even hard at death's door. 

19 So when they cried unto the Lord in their 
trouble : he delivered them out of their distress. 

20 He sent his word^ and healed them : and 
they were saved from their destruction. 

21 O that men would therefore praise the Lord 
for his goodness : and declare the wonders that he 
doeth for the children of men ! 

22 That they would offer unto him the sacrifice 
of thanksgiving: and tell out his works with 
gladness ! 

23 They that go down to the sea in ships : and 
occupy their business in great waters : 

24 These men see the works of the Lord : and 
his wonders in the deep. 

25 For at his word the stormy wind ariseth : 
which lifteth up the waves thereof. 

26 They are carried up to the heaven^ and 
down again to the deep : their soul melteth away 
because of the trouble. 

27 They reel to and fro, and stagger like a 
drunken man : and are at their wit's end. 

u 2 
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28 So when they cry unto the Lord in their 
trouble : he dehvereth them out of their distress. 

29 For he maketh thie storm to cease : so that 
the waves thereof are still. 

30 Then are they glad, because they are at 
rest : and so he bringeth them unto the haven 
where they would be. 

31 O that men would therefore praise the Lord 
for his goodness : and declare the wonders that he 
doeth for the children of men ! 

32 That they would exalt him also in the con- 
gregation of the people : and praise him in the seat 
of the elders ! 

33 Who turneth the floods into a wilderness : 
and drieth up the water-springs. 

' 34 A fruitful laiid maketh he barren : for the 
wickedness of them that dwell therein. 

35 Again, he maketh the wilderness a standing 
water : and water-springs of a dry ground. 

36 And there he setteth the hungry : that they 
may build them a city to dwell in ; 

37 That they may sow their land, and plant 
vineyards : to yield them fruits of increase. 

38 He blesseth them, so that they multiply ex- 
ceedingly: and suffereth not their cattle to de- 
crease. 

39 And again, when they are minished, and 
brought low : through oppression, through any 
plague, or trouble ; 

40 Though he suffer them to be evil intreated 
through tyrants : and let them wander out of the 
way in the wilderness ; 
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41 Yet helpeth he the poor out of misery : and 
maketh him households like a flock of sheep, 

42 The righteous will consider this, and rejoice : 
and the mouth of all wickedness shall be stopped. 

43 Whoso is wise will ponder these things : and 
they shall understand the loving-kindness of the 
Lord, 

Fer. 3. And gathered them out of the lands^ Sfc.'] A predic- 
tive allusion to the full call of the Gentiles : when, as our blessed 
Lord saith, '' Many shall come from the East and from the 
West ; and from the North and from the South ; and shall sit 
down in the kingdom of God.'' Matt. viii. 11. Luke xiii. 29. 

Ver, 4. They went astray ^ §-c.] A lively picture of the in- 
cessant wanderings of the Israelites for forty years, through a 
pathless wilderness, without human habitation, save the abodes 
of enemies, in which they could find no city to receive them. 

Ver. 10. In darkness^ and in the shadow of death.] That is ; 
in deep despair, and in imminent danger. See Job iii. 5. 

Ver. .16. The gates of brass — the bars of iron.] That is ; 
** he openeth the prison-doors, and letteth the captive go free ; 
and frees the prisoner from the galling chain with which he is 
fettered." 

Ver. 17. Foolish men^ ^c] Rather : " Fools, because of 
their transgressions, and because of their iniquities, are afflicted." 
In Scripture language, fools are wicked men ; and folly wick- 
edness. 

Ver. 23. They that go down to the sea in ships, Sfc] " The 
description which the Psalmist hath here given us of such an 
event," (the preservation of mariners in . a storm at sea), " ad- 
mitteth of no comment. Experience alone can illustrate its 
beauty, evince its truth, and point out the propriety of the cir- 
cumstances which are selected, to furnish us with a full and com- 
plete idea of the whole." — Bp. Horne. 

Ver, 32. Congregation of the people , and — seat of the elders.l 
In this verse, the people are opposed to the elders ; and both to- 
gether signify the whole assembly or congregation. For, among 



«94 PSALM CVllI. [DAT 22. 

the Jews, the doctors^ the rulers of the Synago^e, or the elders^ 
had a distinct apartment from the people ; and the service con- 
sisting much in antiphona, or response, part of it was recited by 
those who occupied the seat of the elders ; and part by the mul- 
titude of common people, the idiotai : who answered Amen at 
least, on the elders' giving thanks. See 1 Cor, xiv. 16. 

Ver, 34. Maketh he harreru] The better translation would 
be, '^ turneth into saltness" A salt land is said to be naturally 
barren f see Jerem, xvii. 6. ; and hence it was, that places con- 
demned to be uninhabited, were anciently sowed with salt, Deut. 
xxix. 33. Judges ix. 43. Job xxxix. 6. In oriental history fre- 
quent examples occur, in which this mode of rendering districts 
for ever barren, has been practised, 

Ver, 43. Whoso is wise, 4'C«] A truly " wise" person will 
treasure up in his heart the contents of this most instructive and 
delightful Psalm, By so doing, he will fully '^ understand" and 
comprehend the weakness and wretchedness of many, and die 
power and " loving kindness" of God ; who, not for our merit, 
but for his mercy's sake, dispelleth our ignorance ; breaketh off 
our sins ; healeth our infirmities ; preserveth us in temptation ; 
placeth us in his church ; enricheth us with hia grace ; sheltereth 
ys from persecution ; blesseth us in time ; and wil) crown us in 
eternity, — Bp. Horne. 



W^minq Vraifier. 



PSALM CVIII. 

IBebotional 



The SUBJECT of this Psalm may be seen in Psalm Ivii. 
and Ix. as it is made up of the 8> 9^ 10, 11» 1% verses of 
the former; and of the 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 1^ verses of 
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the latter. As the Iviith Psaim was written by Davids and 
the Ixth not till the reign of Jehoeaphat^ this eviiith PsaJm 
may be attributed to some unknown inspired writer, in the 
time of this latter king of Judah. It is appointed to be read 
on Ascension-day. 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 O God, my heart is ready, my heart is ready : 
I will sing and give praise with the best member 
that I have. 

2 Awake, thou lute, and harp : I myself will 
awake right early. 

3 I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among 
the people : I will sing praises unto thee among 
the nations. 

4 For thy mercy is greater than the heavens : 
and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds. 

5 Set up thyself, O God, above the heavens : 
and thy glory above all the earth. 

6 That thy beloved may be delivered : let thy 
right hand save them, and hear thou me. 

7 God hath spoken in his hoUness : I will re- 
joice therefore, and divide Sichem, and mete out 
the valley of Succoth. 

.8 Gilead is mine, and Manasses is mine : Eph- 
raim also is the strength of my head. 

9 Judah is my law-giver, Moab is my wash-pot : 
over Edom will I cast out my shoe ; upon Phihstia 
will I triumph. 

10 Who will lead me into the strong city : and 
who will bring me into Edom ? ' 
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11 Hast not thou forsaken us^ O God : and wilt 
not thou^ O God, go forth with our hosts ? 

12 O help us against the enemy : for vain is the 
help of man. 

13 Through God we shall do great acts: and 
it is he that shall tread down our enemies. 

PsALH CVIII. The reader is referred to the notes on Psalms 
Ivii. and Ix. 



PSALM CIX, 



Vropiettcat 



The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is, the cruel treatment of 
Messiah by his enemies : and his prediction of the exem- 
plary pmiishment which should reward their crime : every 
particular of which has been fulfilled in the case of the 
Jewish nation. That this Psalm must be appropriated 
to Jesus Christ we learn from Acts i, SO. It was com- 
posed by David when unjustly persecuted in the time of 
Saul ; and seems to have had an immediate reference to 
Doeg, the Edomite. 1 Sam. xxii. 9« 

' In this Psalm Messiah is supposed to speak throughout. 

1 Hold not thy tongue, O God of my praise : 
for the mouth of the ungodly, yea, the mouth of 
the deceitful is opened upon me. 

2 And they have spoken against me with false 
tongues: they compassed me about also with 
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words of hatred^ and fought against me without a 
cause. 

3 For the love that I had unto them, lo, they 
take now my contrary part: but I give myself 
unto prayer. 

4 Thus have they rewarded me evil for good : 
and hatred for my good will. 

5 Set thou an ungodly man to be ruler over 
him : and let Satan stand at his right hand. 

6 When sentence is given upon him, let him be 
condemned : and let his prayer be turned into sin. 

7 Let his days be few : and let another take his 
office. 

8 Let his children be fatherless : and his wife a 
widow. 

9 Let his children be vagabonds, and beg their 
bread : let them seek it also out of desolate places. 

10 Let the extortioner consume all that he hath: 
and let the stranger spoil his labour. 

11 Let there be no man to pity him: nor to 
have compassion upon his fatherless children. 

12 Let his posterity be destroyed: and in the 
next generation let his name be clean put out. 

13 Let the wickedness of his fathers be had in 
remembrance in the sight of the Lord : and let not 
the sin of his mother be done away. 

14 Let them alway be before the Lord : that he 
may root out the memorial of them from off the 
earth; 

15 And that, because his mind was not to do 
good : but persecuted the poor helpless man, that 
he might slay him that was vexed at the heart. 



a98 PSALM CIX. [day 22, 

16 His delight was in cursings and it shall hap^ 
pen unto him : he loved not blessing, therefore 
shall it be far from him* 

17 He clothed himself with cursing, like as with 
a raiment: and it shall come into his bowels like 
water, and like oil into his bones. 

18 Let it be unto him as the cloke that he hath 
upon him : and as the girdle that he is alway 
girded withal. 

19 Let it thus happen from the Lord unto mine 
enemies : and to those that speak evil iagainst my 
soul. 

20 But deal thou with me, O Lord God, accord- 
ing unto thy Name : for sweet is thy mercy. 

21 O deliver me, for I am helpless and poor : 
and my heart is wounded within me. 

. 22 I go hence like the shadow that departeth t 
arid am driven away as the grasshopper. 

23 My knees are weak through fasting : my flesh 
is dried up for want of fatness. 

24 I became also a reproach unto them : they 
that looked upon me shaked their heads. 

25 Help me, O Lord my God : O save me ac- 
cording *to thy mercy : 

26 And they shall know, how that this is thy 
hand : and that thou. Lord, hast done it. 

27 Though they curse, yet bless thou : and let 
them be confounded that rise up against me ; but 
let thy servant rejoice. 

28 Let mine adversaries be clothed with shame : 
and let them cover themselves with their own con- 
fusion, as with a cloke. 
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29 As for me, I will give great thanks unto the 
Lord with my mouth : and praise him among the 
multitude ; 

« 

30 For he shall stand at the right hand of the 
poor : to save his soul from unrighteous judges. 

Ver. 1. God of my praise.'] That is, " O God, who art the 
subject of my praise." 

Ver, 2. Fought against me without a cause."] Without any 
provocation on my part, they have levied war against me, to de- 
prive me of my life. See 1 Sam. xxiii. 8. 26. 

Ver. 3. For my love, ^c] David strongly marks the ingra* 
titude of his faithless friends, in this, and the succeeding verses. 

Ver. 5. Set thou an ungodly man, Sfc] The reader is re- 
quested to bear in mind, throughout this Psalm, what has al- 
ready been observed more than once, of the frequent substitution 
of the imperative mood fbr the future tense, in the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures ; more especially in the Book of Psalms. With this alter- 
ation, the fifth' verse will read thus, according to its proper trans- 
lation : 

" The evil one shall have charge over him. 
And Satan shall stand at his right hand." 

Ver, 6, And let his prayer, Sfc] *' He that tumeth away 
his ear from hearing the law, even his prayers shaU be abomina" 
tion.'' Prov. xxviii. 9. 

Ver, 9. Let his children be vagabonds, Sfc] These words 
are prophetical of the present dispersed state of the Jews. 

Ver. 10. Let the extortioner.] The conduct of the cruel cre- 
ditor among the Jews, is strikingly painted in that beautiful Pa- 
rable of the Unmerciful Fellow-servant. Matt, xviii. 21. The 
stranger in this verse is to be understood of the person who lent 
the money to the Jew ; because no Jew was allowed to lend 
money on usury to a Jew. ' In this sense, the stranger would 
*' spoil" or prey upon, the fruit of the Jew's " labour." 

Ver, 13. Be had in remembrance, ^c] According to the 
just sentence pronounced in the law of God. Exod. xx, 6, 

Ver. 16. His delight was in cursing, ^c] Rather: *^ since 
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he loved a curse, therefore it shall come upon him :" '< His blood 
be upon us and on our children." Matt xxvii. 25. 

Fer* 13. I go hence like the shadow, j*c.] 

'M am just gone like the shadow stretched to its utmost length ; 
I am shaken off like a locust." 

The first portion of this passage affords a beautiful image of 
decay ; it alludes to the state of the shadows of terrestrial objects, 
at sun-set ; lengthening every instant, and growing faint as they 
lengthen ; and the instant that they shoot to an immeasuraUe 
length, disappearing altogether. 

Fer. 23. My knees are weak, Sfc] The " feeble knees*' are 
proverbially noticed in Scripture, as the members, which in bodily 
weakness, are the first joints that are wont'to fail. 

Fer. 30, He shall stand at the right hand, Sfc] In all judi- 
cial causes among the Jews, both the accuser and the advocate 
stood at the right hand of the accused : the one to make good 
the chaige, the other to plead against it. As Satan stood at the 
right hand of the wicked man, in the 5th verse, to accuse him ; 
so God is represented, in this verse, in a similar place, advocating 
the cause of the righteous poor, and defending him against un- 
just judges. 



TWENTY-THIRD DAY OF THE MONTH. 



PSALM ex. 

Vroyi^ettcal. 

. The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a prediction, by David, 
of Messiah's exaltation : of the sceptre of .his kingdom : of 
the character of his subjects : of his everlasting priesthood : 
of his tremendous victories and judgments ; and of his eternal 
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exaltation. See this Psalm applied to Jesus Christ. MaU. 
xxii. 43. Acts ii. 34* 1 Cor, xv. 25. Heh. v. 6. It is ap- 
pointed to be used on Christmas-day. 

In this Psahn David speaks throughout. 

1 The Lord said unto my Lord : Sit thou on 
my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 
footstool. 

2 The Lord shall send the rod of thy power out 
of Sion : be thou ruler, even in the midst among 
thine enemies. 

3 In the day of thy power shall the people offer, 
thee free-will offerings with an holy worship : the 
dew of thy birth is of the womb of the morning, 

4 The Lord sware, and will not repent : Thou 
art a Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedech. 

5 The Lord upon thy right hand : shall wound 
even kings in the day of his wrath. 

6 He shall judge among the heathen ; he shall 
fill the places with the dead bodies : and smite in 
sunder the heads over divers countries. 

7 He shall drink of the brook in the way : there- 
fore shall he lift up his head. 

Psalm CX. This Psalm is expounded as prophetical of Me9- 
siahy by the principal Jewish commentators, in the Targum ; 
Moses Hadarsan ; Saadias Gaon ; Isaac Ben Aramah ; in Mi- 
drasch Tehillim ; and in the Gemara. 

Fer, 1. The Lord said unto my Lord, ^c] " This is the de- 
cree of the eternal Lord, that the great person whom we expect, 
and whom I honour as my Lord and master, shall be advanced 
(after his^ sufferings) to the highest dignity {I Kings ii. 19.) in 
the heavens ; and shall reign with him as the king of all the 
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world, till he have perfectly subdued (Josh. x. 24») the most 
powerful opposers of his kingdom ; and overcome death itself, 
by whom all mankind are conquered." — Bp. Patrick. 

Ver* 3. In the day of thy power y ^c] Rather : 

" With thee shall be offerings of free-will 
In the day of thy power^ in the beauties of holiness." — Bp. 

HORSLEY. 

Ibid. The dew of thy hirth, ^c] " I have brought thee forth 
out of the womb, before the dew brought on the morning." — 
Bp. Law. 

Ver, 4. Thou art a Priest, ^c] Rather : thou art a just king, 
according '' to the case of Melchizedek ; that is, without a ge- 
nealogy." — Bp. Law. See Heb» vii. 

Fer. 5. Shall wound even kings, ^c] " This is a description 
of the vengeance which King Messiah should take on his impe- 
nitent adversaries.''^-Bp. Horne. 

Fer, 7. He shall drink, SfcJ] The meaning appears to be, 
** He (Messiah) shall receive support, consolation, and strength, 
from the Most High, and shall be invigorated thereby : as the 
weary, thirsty, and exhausted wayfaring man, is refreshed by 
a draught from the running brook. — Ed. 



PSALM CXI. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, expresses a pious determi- 
nation to glorify God in private devotion, and public wor- 
ship, in consideration of the marvels which he hath wrought 
for, and the mercies he hath conferred on, the children of men. 
The last verse is pregnant with meaning and instruction: 
viz. that FAITH is the foundation of all valuable knowledge : 
and PRACTICE the only path to present happiness, and fu- 
ture felicity. This Psalm was, probably, intended to be 
committed to memory : as every verse begins with a letter^ 
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in its proper ordfer, of the Hebrew Alphabet Such is the 
case with some other Psalms, and with the Lamentations of 
Jeremiah. David is believed to have been its author. It 
is appointed to be read on Easter-Day. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 I will give thanks unto the Lord with my 
whole heart: secretly among* the faithful, and in 
the congregation. 

2 The works of the Lord are great : sought out 
of all them that have pleasure therein. 

3 His work is worthy to be praised, and had in 
honour : and his righteousness endureth for ever. 

4 The merciful and gracious Lord hath so done 
his marvellous works : that they ought to be had in 
remembrance. 

5 He hath given meat unto them that fear him : 
he shall ever be mindful of his covenant. 

6 He hath shewed his people the power of his 
works : that he may give them the heritage of the 
heathen. 

7 The works of his hands are verity and judge- 
ment : all his commandments are true. 

8 They stand fast for ever and ever : and are 
done in truth and equity. 

9 He sent redemption unto his people : he hath 
commanded his covenant for ever ; holy and re- 
verend is his Name. 

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom : a good understanding have all they that do 
thereafter ; the praise of it endureth for ever. 
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' Ver»% The works of the Lard'^sought out of all the^, Sfc."] 
They who are accustomed to ** look through nature, up to jaa- 
lure's God/' derive one of their greatest pleasures, as well as abun- 
dant edification, from contemplating his goodness, in tlie ineitsies 
of the moral, and the wonders of the natural world. — Ed. ' 

Fer, 4. The merciful and gracious Lord, ^c] Rather : **iHe 
hath appointed a memorial for his wonders: the Lord is gra^ut. 
SM»d full of compassion." Jewish feasts were the '^ memoryal^' of 
the '* wonders,'^ wrought for Israel of old : Christian festivals are 
" memorials" of the " wonders*' wrought in Christ, for'aU miH^' 
kidd ; to whom^ no less than to Israel, Qod hath now shewed liliu- 
self *' grs^ious andfullof compa88ian."-T-Bp. Horne. , .;:....♦ 

Ver, 10. The fear cf the Lord, 8^cJ\ A treasure oftru^ ^d 
knowledge is comprehended in this short sentence. It teaches^ 
us, tliat religion is the most valuable of all sciences : that the prac- 
tice of it, is the best proof of a clear intellect and a sound Wittd ; 
and that its reward is imperishable; " the honour which :eoi&Ml< 
fnrto God idone." — Ed. , . ; ..it! 
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.' The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a beautiful view of the 
pitej^rity, the comfort, the peace, the unshaken foirtitttdfej" 
and future exaltation, of those who fear the Lord: Qto- 
trasted with the present misery, and final destructit^n oft^u^, 
unigodly. In this Psalm, also, each verse begins with; a ,di& 
ferent letter of the Hebrew Alphabet. 



. ; 



Inthis Psalm David speaks thraughoui. 

f 

1 Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord :'he* 
hath great delight in his commandments. 



• i.i 
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2 His seed shall.be mighty upon earth : the ge- 
neration of the faithful shall be blessed. 

3 Riches and plenteousness shall be in his house : 
and his righteousness endureth for ever. 

. 4 Unto the godly there ariseth up light in the 
darkness : he is mercifiil, loving, and righteous. 
. 5 A good man is merciful, and lendeth : and will, 
guide his words with discretion. 

6 For he shall never be moved : and the righ-i 
teoiis shall be had in everlasting remembrance. 

7 He will not be afraid of any evil tidings : for- 
his heart standeth fast and believeth in the Lord. 

8 His heart is established, and will not shrink : 
until he jsee his desire upon his enemies. 

9 He hath dispersed abroad, and given to the 
poor : and his righteousn0ss remaineth for ever i 
his horn shall be exalted with honour. 

. 10 The ungodly shall see it, and it shall grieve 
him : he shall gnash with his teeth, and consume 
away ; the desire of the lulgodly shall perish. 

Ver. 3. Riches and plenteousness, j*c.] This was literally the. 
reward of obedience under the Mosaical dispensation, which made 
temporal prosperity, one great motive to holiness of hfe. 

Ver. 4. Light in the darkness.] An allusion to what hap-» 
pened in Egypt^ when the Israelites had light in all their habita- 
tions, while the Egyptians were wrapped in darkness ** th^^t might 
be felt." ' 

• Ver. 5. ffis words.'] Rather, " his affairs," Bib. trans, t all 
his temporal concerns, and worldly conduct. * 

,. Ver. 10. It shall grieve him.] The sight of rewarded righ- 
teousness, shall produce in the wicked, an envy, which must p^y 
upon itself: a grief which can admit of no comfort : a worm which 
dan never die ; and a firie that can never be quenched. 

X 
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PSALM CXIII. 

f 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is^ an invocation ta praise tiie 
Lord, from the consideration of his majesty, and conde- 
scending goodness to the lowly and weak. The modem 
Jews liold this Psalm, and the five succeeding ones, in par- 
ticular estimation; and recite them at their meals, and' oa 
festival days. It is appointed to be used on Easter^Day. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

. 1, Praise the Lord, ye servants: praise the 
Name of the Lord. 

2 Blessed be the Name of the. Lord : from this 
time forth for evermore. 

3 The Lord's Name is praised : from the rising 
Vip of the sun unto the going down of the same. 

, 4 The Lord is high above all heathen : and his 
glory above the heavens. 

5 Who is like unto the Lord our God, that hkth 
his dwelling so high : and yet humbleth himself to 
behold the things that are in heaven and earth ?' 

6 He taketh up the simple out of the dust ; and 
lifteth the poor out of the mire ; 

" 7 That he may set hirii with the princes : even 
with the princes of his people. 

8 He maketh the barren woman tp keiep hiffXffie : 
and to be a joyful mother pf children,. 



s ■ • < 



,. Psalm CXIII. It is generally supposed, that the " ffyiim,* 
^hich our Saviour sang with his disci{^, at the conclusion of 
the Last Supper, consisted of this Psalm^ and thpsQ tQ ih^ llStfi 
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inclusive. This was called by the Jews, the grefi^t Hallel, or 
Hymn ; and was usually sung by. them at the celebration of the* 
Passover. Gray's Key to Old Test. p. 268. 

Ver, 3. From the rising up of the sun, SfcJ] The meaning 
is, from the one end of the Gentile -world to the other : (see MaL 
L 1 L) Qod's mercies and goodness to mankind, more especially 
the blessings of redemption through Jesus Christ, shall be sq^ 

If 

lemnly proclaimed and promulgated* ** Their sound shall go out 
into all lands, and their words unto the end of t^e world.** 

Ver, 5. Who is like, Sfc] Although God be '^ the High and 
lofty One that inhabiteth eternity,*^ yet he condescends to regtux} 
every thing that passes here below ; and to make us, the inha^ 
bitants of this insignificant world, and (for our sakes) all the other 
creatures in it, the objects of his peculiar care, and paternal love. 
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PSALM CXIV. ' 

l9(botti»uiI. ■ . t,j- 

The SUBJECT of this noble Psalm, is, the celebratioii of the 
triumphant departure of Israel out of Egypt : and of s(^ 
of the miraeles which accompanied that happy deliveraJi^^^ 

It is appointed by oiff Church to be read on Easter^Day. 

... '■: i\ 

In ihif Psalm David ^eaksthraughotti.' • ^ 

' • ■ , '. ■ ' ■ 

1 When Israel came out of Egy|>t: and the 
hoifse of Jacob from among the stratige people, 
' 2 Judah waa his sanctuarjr : and Israel his d(h^ 

3 The sQa saw that, and fled : Jordan ,w» 
driven back. -j j < jj 

x2 



a08 PSALM CXIV. [day 23. 

• 4 The mountains skipped like rams : and the 
Kttle hills like young sheep. 

5 What aileth thee, O thou sea, that thou fled- 
dest : and thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back ? 

6 Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams : and 
ye little hills, like young sheep ? 

7 Tremble, thou earth, at the presenqe of the 
Lord : at the presence of the God of Jacob ; 

8 Who turned the hard rock into a standing 
water : and the flint-stone into a springing well. 

Ver^ 1 . A strange people.] Rather : '* a tyrannical people.*' 
-^Parkhurst. 

Ver, 2. His sanctuary — his dominion.] That is, " the pre- 
sence of Jehovah resided in their camp as in a ^ sanctuary' or 
temple ; and he ruled the Israelites, as an earthly king* exercises 
sovereignty in his * dominions.* "^— Bp. Horne. Judak, in this 
Terse, means the tribe ofJudah, which is here put for the whole 
Israelitish nation ; because Judah was the principal tribe. Numb* 
ii, 3. vii. 12. x. 14, 

Ver. 3. The sea saw that, ^c] This exquisite Psalm is as 
remarkable for the skilfulness and art of its composition, as for 
itS' sublimity and beauty. It commences i^ith the bare mention 
of the Israelites' departure from Egypt; and with the simple 
figurative language of the second verse. A grand personification 
succeeds this tame proem ; the flight of the Red Sea, and the 
retreat of Jordan. In the fourth verse, the prosopopoeia is still 
more august ; the terror of the hills and mountains, manifested 
in their violent agitation. In the succeeding verse, the Psalmist, 
as it were in scorn, asks these mighty objects of nature, why they 
^e thus driven from their beds, and shaken to their foundations ? 
and by an abrupt and striking change from interrogation to 
injunction, in the seventh verse, commands the earth itself, in* 
eluding all its parts and inhabitants, to " tremble" at " the pre- 
sence of that God," who, at his pleasure, had converted its most 
eiolid element into a fluid, in order to display his mercy towards 
the people of his peculiar care. — Ed. 
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PSALM cxv, : 

Bebotional. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is^ an expositiQii of the 
vanity and folly of idolatry : and an exhortation to adore^ 
worship^ and confide in^ the Lord Jehovah^ from the consi- 
deration of his universal sovereignty ; concluding with aq 
act of praise*^ Some commentators suppose this Psalm tQ 
have been written in the time of Jehoshaphat Bishop 
Horsley considers it as a choral one : and as having beeq 
composed on the flight of Sennacherib from Palestine. 

In this Psdhn the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but untd 
thy Name give the praise : for thy loving mercy, 
and for thy truth's sake. 

2 Wherefore shall the heathen say : Where is 
now their God ? 

3 As for our God, he is in heaven : he hath done 
whatsoever pleased him. 

4 Their idols are silver and gold : even the 
Work of men^s hands. 

5 They have mouths, and speak not : eyes have 
they, and see not. 

6 They have ears, and hear not : noses have 
they, and smell not. 

7 They have hands, and handle not ; feet have 
they, and walk not: neither speak they through 
their throat. 

8 They that make them are like unto them : 
and so are all such as put their trust in them» 
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9 But thou, house of Israel, trust thou in the 

Lord : he is their succoitf land defence. 

■■'•-, 

10 Ye house of Aarpn> put your trust m the 
Lord : he is their helper and defender. 

11 Ye that fear the Lord, put your trust m the 
Lord i he is their hfelpier'ahd d^jfender. ' 

12 The Lord hath been mindful of vis, and He 
shall bless us : even he shall bless the house of 
Israel, he shall bless the house of Aaron. 

"' 13 He shall bless them that fear the Ldrd : both 
Ismail and great. ^-t 

14f The Lord shall increase you more and more : 
you and your children. 

15 Ye are the blessed of the Lord : who made 
heaven and earth. 

' 18 AH the whole heavens axe the Lor^s^ the 
earth hath he given to the children of men. 

17 The dead praise not theey O Lord: neither 
all they that go down into silence. ' 

18 But we will praise the Lord : from this time 
forth for evermore. Praise the Lord. 

* • i ■ ■ '. 1 I K t 

Ver. 1. Not unto us, Lord, not unto ub,} The repetition 
bere is emphatic ; expressing a strong conviction of unworthloess 
and helplessness on the part of the Psalmist, and his people. 

Fer. 3. As for our God, Sj^c."] Should the insulting adver- 
sary ask the above question^ "Where is now their God ?** the 
faithful are ready with their reply, " our Qod ia in the heavens :'* 
he is, where he ever was, upon his glorious throne, high over all 
the kingdoms of the world, and the powers of created, nature; 
from thence he observeth and ordereth all things here below : 
what we suffer is by his appointment : and at his good time and 
pleasure, he both can and will relieve us : ** he doeth whatsoever 
he pleaseth."*— 6p. Horhe. . 
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^ rVer.A. Their idoh are silver^ frc-] TIxU, w^^e.^fouij/ol- 
lowing verseSy contam a fine description of the vanity an^ 
BOthingness of the idols of the Pagans ; and of the fbtiy of tiiose 
mii worshfp them. . Ck>mpare that magnificent jpoHioii dT Isaiah's 
prophecies on the same subject, (xlir* 20.)^; in Which the prophef; 
m a noble strain of bitter ilrony, ei^pioses the* woFthle$sne» of 
these false gods, aud. the absurdity and inconsistency of their 
devotees. — Ed. 

VeVf 10. Ye, house of Aaron, ^c*j As, by the "house of 
Israel,^ in the preceding Verse, the whole body of the Jewish 
nation is meant; so, by the expression, the <^ hciise of Aaron/* 
li to be understood, the Jewish priesthood in parti(fi|iar ;i the 
priests being chosen out of that family. . , *■>. 

. Ver. 17. The dead praise not, ^c.J Rather : " what though 
the dead caniiot praise Jehdvah," &c. yet we will jpraise, &6, 
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PSALM CXVI. 

iBebotionai 

;. The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, grateftd t 

God, for the acceptance of prayer, and ibr deliyeraa^e from 

distress, and recovery from sickness : and solemn r^olu- 

tions of future devotion. It has been thought, that it was 

composed by Hezekiah, after his miraculous recovery. 

« • 

In this Psahn the Psalmist* speaks throughout. 

1 I am well pleased : that the Lord hath hear^ 
the voice of my prayer ; ... ,, 
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e 

•■' 2 That he hath inclined his ear unto me : there* 
fore will I call upon him as long as I live, 

3 The snares of death compassed me round 
about : and the pains of hell gat hold upon me. 

4 I shall iind trouble and heaviness^ and h wiH 
call upon the Name of the Lord : O Lord^ I beseech 
thee, deliver my soul. 

5 Gracio\is is the Loi:d,and righteous : yea, our 
God is merciful. 

6 The Lord preserveth the simple: I was in 
misery, and he helped me. 

7 Turn again then unto thy rest, O my soul : for 
the Lord hath rewarded thee. 

8 And why ? thou hast delivered my soul from 
death : mine eyes from tears, and my feet from 
falling, . ; 

9 1 will walk before the Lord : in the land of 
the living. 

10 I believed, and therefore will I speak ; but I 
was sore troubled : I said in my haste. All men 
are. liars. 

11 What reward shall I give unto the Lord: 
for all the benefits that he hath done unto me? 

12 I will receive the cup of salvation : and caU 
upon the Name of 'the Lord. 

13 I will pay my vows now in the presence oif 
iall his people : right dear in the sight of the Lord 
is the death of his saints. 

14 Behold, O Lord, how that I am thy Servant: 
I am thy servant, and the son of thine hand-maid ; 
thou hast broken my bonds in sunden 

Is I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanks^ 
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giving: and will call upon the Name of -the 
Lord. I 

16 I will pay my vows unto the Lordi in the 
sight of all his people : in the courts of the Lord^s 
house, even in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem. 
Praise the Lord*- - : ' : 'i: 






Fer.3« The snares of deaths ^c.^ If t)iiaPftdin were^wrktei^ 
by Hezekiah, here is a direct allusion to his siekaese^, meptioBeA 
in Isaiah xxxviii. 

Ibid; The fains of hell,"] The anticipations of death and the 
grc^ve, — Ed. 

' Ter,9. Iiviir^alk,4^c.] . Rather; •* lirAtfW Wadt j''*i dhall 
continue; the Psalmist professes his belief of zTiimor^a&'fy. i -ill 
, , Fer* 10,/ Mieve^p and therefore^ ^Cf] Rather : /*/J sppke 
becaifse I believed it, ^I was in great affliction) and.I said^jip m^ 
impatience, ail men are deceitful." — Bp. Law. i *^ 

Ver. 12. / will receive, Sfc] ' The commemoration ^ Of* xfil 
t'assbver, or Postmnium, (advanced by Christ into the ^ctament 
of his blood) was concluded, after the Jewish custom^ /iritSd^ 
Ijiypu^i MatU%ViU 30. The modem Jews, when thq^ |m|vt|ally 
celebrate the deliverance of their forefathers ia Egypt, jt^l^e" a 
cup of salvatfon, and call upon the name of the Lord ;" singing a 
portion of the Book of Psalnis. They drink the wine^ ' ^d ^doi 
not ^biir it on the gibund* . w/ \\ 

Ver. \6^ . CaU upon the name of the Lord^ . ; Dr.. ;Haii|LBio«d 
hfts observed, that *^ the takiifg the cupof salvation," w^, f < ampng 
the Jews, twofold : one, offered in a more, solemn manner, in t]^% 
temple, (Numb, xxviii. 7.) : the other, more private, in familie^* 
called the cup of thanksgiving, or comifidmoration of atiy'ddi*- 
verance t begun by the master of the family, and attended^ oat: 
festival days, with a suitable hymn." (See note v. 12.) . This 
latter ritual, was that which our blessed Lord' celebrated^ on^thei 
night of his crucifixion ; and which was followed, by himself anc| 
disciples singing an hymn, before *^ they went out unto the Moun,i 
of Olives/' Matt: xxvi. 30. This hymn is expressed in thcf pt^^ 
sent Psalm, by the words, '^csdling on the name of the totii!-^ _ 
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, PSALM CXVII. 

HcbotiatwI. 

The SUBJECT of this short Psalm, is, an invocation to all 
the earth, to glorify Jehovah, for his all-comprehehding and 
^ver-endttring mercy. 

In this PsaJhn the Psalmist MpeaJcB throughout. 

1 p praise the Lor4^ all ye heathen : praise him 
all ye nations. 

2 For his merciful kindness is ever more and 
more towards us : and the truth of the Lord en*- 
dureth for ever* Praise the Lord. 

? PsAXK CXVII. This and the succeeding Psalm, are in troth, 
butone^ of which the 117th is nothing more than the exordium* 

' Ver. !• Praise the Lord,SfC,] It is remarkable, that of so 
short a Psalm, one verse is quoted in the New Testament by St. 
Paul ; the second verse is explained, thotigh not quoted. Two 
Questions naturally arise, upon reading the Psalm ; first, who are 
tik& nations and peopZff, exhorted to praise Jehovah? and se* 
condly, what is that '' merciful kindness/' and that ** truth,'' for 
which they are exhorted to praise him ? The Apostle hath given 
a satisfactory and decisive andwer to both these questions, Ram^ 
XV. 8, d. &c. " Now I say, that Jesus Christ was a minister of 
the circumcision, for the truth of God, to confirm the promises 
mMe unto the fathers : and that the Gentiles might glorify God Ibr 
kis mercy ; as it is written, * Praise the Lord all ye Gentiles, and 
laod'him all ye ptople."'-^Let the Hallelujahs of the redeemed, 
be suitabk to that *' m^r^,*^ and co-eternal with that '' truth.''—' 
Bp^lkMiirB; '-' ••-'■•'■■ i- > ■- ^ 
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PSALM CXVIII. 

• 

. The SUBJECT of this Psalm, which refers to Jesus Christ, 
(see Luke xix, 14. xx. 17* and4^c^^ iy, 11^ 1^.) is, a de-* 
9£r^tioii of Messiah's dangers, temporary sufieringp, and 
subsequent exaltation and glorification. Mr. M^udge, and 
Bishop Horsley, consider it as a choral composition. ^ It 
was, probably, written by David, aflteaf hisxri^rn to J.erusa- 
lein, on the conquest of the neighbouring nations, and the 
pax^ing of the ark of the Lord iii^Zfon. It is appointed to 
be used on Easter-Day. 



i.»« 



In^ this Psalm ih^ PEKno'SAQ:E8 st^ased to b^ introduced, 
. are : a Leyite, y., !• a second Levite^ v. 2. a Mrd JjU-- 

viTE, V, 3, Chorus of the whole procession, v. 4, The 
, ,Ki:^G, or Conqueror o^tTn^j v. 5, 6, 7. Chohus^v. 8, 9, 

King, v. 10, 11, IS, 13, 14. Chorus, v. 15, 16. King^ 

V. 17, 18^ 19. Priests and Levites within, throwing 
\^ . open the gates^ v. 20. The King, enteringy v. 2l# 

Priests and Levites within the gates, v. 22,^23, 24*^ 

• ' . ' ' 

/. . The King tdthin the gates, v. 25. Chorus^ v. 26. 2%e 
^ King's Train, as they march in, v. 27. The King, 
V. 28. Grand Chorus qf Priests, Levites, and the 
King's Train, aU within the gates *, v. 29.. 

, 1 O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gra- 
cious : because his mercy endureth for ever. 

♦ Within the gates.] " The Jewish sanctuary, or temple, was 
a type of heaven. The gate (or gates) of ^he teqople, therefore, is 
thegate of heaven ; the Priests within, represent the apggljq Host, 

8 
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2 Let Israel now confess^ that he is gracious : 
and that his mercy endureth for ever. 

3 Let the house of Aaron now confess : that his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

' 4 Yea, let them now that fear the Lord confeiss : 
that his mercy endureth for ever. 

6 1 called upon the Lord in trouble : and* the 
Lord heard me at large. 

6 The Lord is on my side : I will not fear what 
man doeth unto me. 

7 The Lord taketh my part with them that hdp 
Hie : therefore shall I see my desire upon mine 
enemies. 

„ 8 It is. better to trust in the Lord : than to put 
any confidence in man. 

9 It is better to trust in the Lord : than to put 
any confidence in princes. 

* 10 All nations compassed me round about : but 
in the Name of the Lord will I destroy them. 

1 1 They kept me in on every side, they kept me 
in, I say, ori every side : but in the Name of the 
Lord will I destroy them. 

12 They came about me like bees, and are ex- 
tinct even as the fire among the thorns : for in the 
Name of the Lord I will destroy them. 

13 Thou hast thrust sore at me, that I might 
fall : but the Lord was my help. 

14 The Lord is my strength, and my song : and 
is becoine my salvation. 

attending round the throne of God, in Heaven : the King or Con- 
queror, is the Messiah; and his train, the redeemed." — Bp. 

HORSLEY. 
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15 The voice of joy and health is in the dwell- 
ings of the righteous : the right hand of the Loiid 
bringeth mighty things to pass. 

16 The right hand of the Lord hath the pre- 
eminence ; the right hand of the Lord bringeth 
mighty things to pass, 

.17 1 shall not die^ but live : and declare the 
works of the Lord. , > 

18 The Lord hath chastened and corrected me : 
but he hath not given me over unto death. 

19 Open me the gates of righteousness : that I 
may go into them, and give thanks unto the Lord* 

20 This is the gate of the Lord : the righteous 
shall enter into it. 

21 I will thank thee, for thou hast heard me 4 
aqd B'rt become my salvation* 

22 The same stone which the builders refused t 
is become the head-stone of the corner. 

23 This is the Lord's doing : and it is marvel*' 
lous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day which the Lord hath made s 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Help me now, O Lord : O Lord, send us now 
prosperity. 

26 Blessed be he that cometh in the Name o£ 
the Lord : we have wished you good luck> ye that 
are of the house of the Lord. 

27 God is the Lord who hath shewed us light r 
bind the sacrifice with cords, yea, even unto thQ 
horns of the altar. 

28 Thou art my God, and I will thank thee ; 
thou art my God, and I will praise, thee* 
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. 29 O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gra- 
cious : and his mercy endureth for ever, 

« 

Ver. 5. In trouble J] In grievous straits and dangers. See 
1 Safn, xxii. 26. xxvii. 1. 

Ibid. And the Lord heard me at large."] THe Bib, trans, i^ 
preferable : " the Lord answered me, and set me in a large place :** 
that is, he gave me full and peaoeable possession, of all Israel and 
Judah : 2 Sam, v. 3. vii. 1. 

. Ver. 10* All nations compassed me round about. "] All the 
neighbouring nations coinbined with the Philistines to environ 
me : 2 Sam, v. 17. vii. 1. 22. 

- Ver, 1^, They came about me like bees, Sfc.'] Rather: 
. ** They surrounded mo Kke beetf, 

They are burnt out as a fire of brambles."— B p. Horslet. 

" They are quenched as the fire of thorns*?* — Bp. Horne. 

The meaning is the same^ whichever image w^ a|dopt^ thSi Sftd^ 
den destruction of Messiah's enemies : in the former case, they 
would be consumed as quickly as a dry and coml^ustiblefbraml^e 
p^ishesTtx thejSrer'm the latter, as speedily, as the fire iaobtig 
thorns is quenched^ bf watef being largely pomed Hpon. i4L-«i 

Ver, ll). Thou hast thrust sore at me,] This is another pf 
those abrupt changes in person, which ^iv^ such anunation to 
ihese dl^^ine' lyrics. The v^rse is an Apostrophe, or uitexii^eted 
address of David to the. chief of his enemies. — ^£kD« ) : f.'\r 
*^ Ver* 22, The 'sam^ stone, ^Cm] The^e is a Jewish. ^di^i^, 
concerning a certain stone, which, after having been, by the b^ild« 
ers of the second temple, thrown aside among the rubbish, was at 
Ikst ifiound, to be exactly fitted for t^^ honourable place bf a^clii^ 
eorner-s^ne. Solomon - Jafchi, ' ihe Jewish ' etpomtoiV ^ 'liod^ 
stands thb verse as a prophecy of Messiah.: aod iits direa^^pi^it 
cation to Jesus Christ, appears from the number of occasions 911 
y^hich it is quoted as such, in the New Testament. Matt, xxi, 
42. MarH xii, 10. Luke xx. 17. Acts iv. II. Ephes, ii. 20. 
IPc^ii.4. 

- Ter,-26. We have wished you good Ivicki S^,"] Rather: ** We 
of the housci QL&xiuly^ of Jehovahr^ give you bkssingj ot fateai j^pii/! 
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Ver^ 27. The hofnB qf thti altar.J In the area, near the ^tar of 
bumt-ofTering, there was every convenience for killing the animal^ 
that were to be sacrificed, rings or hooks being driven into the 
ground for the purpose of sacrificing them. When the fatal strbke 
was to be given, the devoted animal was bound to the homs> ot 
projecting parts of the altar, at the four comers, and there re* 
ceived it. 
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PSALM CXIX. 

The SUBJECT of this very edifying Psalm, is, religi6u% 
and moral instruction, adapted to all ranks and ages; to every 
condition, and every circumstance^ of human life* It abounds 
in holy meditation, and the finest moral reflection : it speate 
comfort to the afflicted, and hope to the forlorn : encourages 
virtue, and abashes vice: and breathes throughout, the most 
fervent spirit of devotion, and the most earnest longings dte^ 
God's acceptance, and its sure result, everlasting salvation. 
Tfife structure of this fine composition is very artificial. ' It 
is divided, according to the letters of the Hebrew Alphabet, 
u^to twenty-two portions, of eight verses each : and not only 
every portion, but every verse of that portion, begins with 
the letter appropriated to it. It is confidently attributed to 
David. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout^ 

1 Blessed are those that are undefiled in th^ 
way : and walk in the law of the Lord. 
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2 Blessed are they that keep his testiraofties: 
and seek him with their whole heart, 
, 3 For they who do no wickedness : walk in his 
ways. 

• 4 Thou hast charged : that we shall diligently 
keep thy commandments. 

5 O that my ways were made so direct : that I 
might keep thy statutes ! 

6 So shall I not be confounded : while I have 

s ■ . . . . 

respect unto all thy commandments. 

7 I will thank thee Vith an unfeigned heart : 
when I shall have; learned the judgements of thy 
r^hteousness. 

8 I will keep thy ceremonies : O forsake me not 
utterly. 



I Fer. 1. The law of the Lord,'] It may be observed, with 
spept to Ma Psalm, (as is the case with the xixth,) that the vari- 
ous expressions of law, testimonies J comnumdtnents J statutes f 
judgments, and word, mean precisely the same thing; the re*« 
vealed will of Grod, as to religious and moral obedience : the tettite, 
ceremonies QBd ordinances, have a more especial reference totbe 
riiual or ceremonial part of religion. It is a beauty in compo9i^ 
tion, to alter the phrase^ and, at the same timei to preserve tb^^ 
meaning. 

< Fer. 5, My ways.] This expression refers to the motives of 
the mind, and i;nclinations of the heart ; upon which all our out- 
wa|d actions depend. 



9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his 
Way : even hy ruling himself after thy word. 

10 With my whole heart have I sought thee/ 
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let me not go wrong out of thy command- 
ments. 

11 Thy words have I hid within my heart : that 

1 should not sin against thee. 

12 Blessed art thou^ O Lord : O teach me thy 
statutes. 

8 13 With my lips have I been telling : of all the 
judgements of thy mouth. • 

14 I have had as great delight in the way of thy 
testimonies : as in all manner of riches. v 

15 I will talk of thy commandments : and have 
respect unto thy ways* 

16 My delight shall be in thy statutes : and t 
will not forget Hhy wonL 

■ .» ,' .* • 

Ver. 10. Let me not go, Sfc] Restrain me by thy grace frorDi 
wf^ideriBgbutofthe path oftny duty. > ^ 

FeTi . H • Jfid. tirithin my heart.'] Laid up as in a storetoini^ 
to be resorted to^ and used^ as temptations shall arise, and tris^ 
occur, - 

. Ver.lZ* With my Ups have I been teUing^ ^.} ln< other 
words, *' I haye not forborne to declare to others, the hi^ i«ve>« 
rence, in which I hold all that thou hast pronounced of what is 
justt or condemned as unrighteous.'' 



J ^ 



17 O do well unto thy servant : that I may livei 
and keep thy word. 

18 Open thou mine eyes : that I may see the 
wbndrous things of thy law. 

19 I am a stranger upon earth : O hide riot thy 
commandments frc«n me; 
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. 20 My soul breaketh out tot the Very ferreht 
desire : that it hath alway untg thy judgements. *■ ^ 
-21 Thou hast rebuked the proud : and cursed 
are they that do err from thy commandments. 

22 O turn from me shame and rebidce: for I 
have kept thy testimonies. 

23 PrinC0s also did sit and speak against me : 
but thy servant is occupied in thy statutes. 

24 For thy testimonies are my delight : and my 
counsellors. 

Ver, 17. do well unto thy servant, ^c] *' In the foregoing 
parts of the Psalm, we have heard the believer declaring the ex- 
cellency of God's word, and expressing both his desire and his 
resolution to observe its directions. He now beseechetih Gdd fo 
remove all impediments and to accomplish this work in him." — 

B^. HORNB. 

Fer, 19. I am a stranger tq)on earth,] That i^, I have been 
a wanderer, and a refugee throughout Judea : see 1 i^am. xxiii, 
13. 

Ver. 20. My soul breaketh out, ^c] That is, " it is full, even 
as it were to bursting, with its desdre after hohness and accept- 
ane^" 



25 My soul cleaveth to the dust : O quicken 
thou me, according to thy word. 

26 I have acknowledged my ways, and thou 
heardest me : O teach me thy statutes. 

27 Make me to understand the way of thy com'- 
mandments : and so shall I talk of thy wondrous 
works. . ' 

* 28 My soul melteth away for very iieaviness: 
comfort thou me according unto thy #6rtl.- ^ • ' 
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29 Take from me the way of lying : and cause 
thou me to make much of thy law. 

30 I have chosen the way of truth : and thy 
judgements have I laid before me. 

31 I ha^e stuck unto thy testimonies : O Lord, 
confound me not. 

82 I will run the way of thy commandments : 
when thou hast set my heart at liberty. 

Ver. 26. Acknowledged my ways.'\ That is, confessed my 
sins and errors. 

Ver. 31. / have stuck^ ^c] That is, "I have adhered so 
closely and firmly to them, that temptation has in vain essayed to 
allure, and perse(5ution as vainly attempted to force me from 
them," — Bp. Horne. 

Ver. 32. Set my heart at liberty,'] Rather, as in the Bib. 
trans. : ** when thou shalt enlarge my heart :" that is, when thou 
shalt comf(»rt my soul, cheer my spirit, and fill me with joy and 
gladness. 



TWENTY-FIFTH DAY OF THE MONTH, 



Movnins Vva^tv, 



33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes : 
and I shall keep it unto the end. 

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy 
law : yea, I shall keep it with my whole heart : 

35 Make me to go in the path of thy command- 
ments : for therein is my desire. 

Y 2 



324 PSALM CXIX. [day 25> 

36 Incline my heart unto thy testimonies : and 
not to covetousness. ^ 

37 O turn away mine eyes, lest they behold 
vanity : and quicken thou me in thy way. 

38 O stablish thy word in thy servant : that I 
may fear thee. 

39 Take away the rebuke that I am afraid of : 
for thy judgements are good. 

40 Behold, my delight is in thy commandments : 
O quicken me in thy righteousness. 

Ver. 37, Behold vanity .^ Solomon took an -inventory of the 
world, and all the best things in it : he cast up the account, and 
the sum total was vanity. — Bp. Horns. 



41 Let thy loving mercy come also unto me, 
O Lord : even thy salvation, according unto thy 
word. 

42 So shall I make answer unto my blasphe- 
mers : for my trust is in thy word. 

43 O take not the word of thy truth utterly out 
of my mouth : for my hope is in thy judgements. 

44 So shall I alway keep thy law : yea, for ever 
and ever. 

45 And I will walk at liberty : for I seek thy com- 
mandments. 

46 I will speak of thy testimonies also, even be- 
fore kings : and will not be ashamed. 

47 And my delight shall be in thy conmiand- 
ments : which I have loved. 
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- 48 My hands also will I lift up unto thy com-' 
inandments, which I have loved : and my study 
shall be in thy statutes. 

Ver. 48. My hands also will I lift up.'] That is, my hands 
will I expand, or spread abroad, in testimony of the oath or vow 
of obedience, which I now make. 



49 O think upon thy servant, as concerning thy 
word: wherein thou hast caused me to put my 
trust. 

50 The same is my comfort in my trouble : for 
thy word hath quickened me. 

51 The proud have had me exceedingly in deri- 
sion : yet have I not shrinked jfrom thy law. 

52 For I remembered thine everlasting judge- 
ments, O Lord : and received comfort. 

53 I am horribly afraid : for the ungodly that 
forsake thy law. 

54 Thy statutes have been my songs : in the 
house of my pilgrimage. 

55 I have thought upon thy Name, O Lord, in 
the night-season : and have kept thy law. 

56 This I had : because I kept thy command- 
ments. 

♦ . ■ . • 

Ver, 49. As concerning thy word.] That is, " O perform the 
promise which thou hast made to me long ago." 1 Sam. xvi. 11, 
12, 13. 

Ver. 51, The proud have had me, ^c] The haughty infidel 
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will scoff at him, for one part of his conduct ; the insolent world- 
ling will ridicule him for the other. But neither will induce him 
to disbelieve, or to disobey. — Bp. Horne. 

Ver. 54. The house of my pilgrimaged] Wherever I have 
been, when pursued by my enemies. 1 Sam* xxii. 1, 2. 5. 



57 Thou art my portion, O Lord : I have pro- 
mised to keep thy law. 

58 I made my humble petition in thy presence 
with my whole heart : O be merciful imto me, ac- 
cording to thy word. 

59 I called mine own ways to remembrance : and 
turned my feet unto thy testimonies. 

60 I made haste, and prolonged not the time : to 
keep thy commandments. 

61 The congregations of the ungodly have robbed 
me : but I have not forgotten thy law. 

62 At midnight I wUl rise to give thanks imto 
thee : because of thy righteous judgements. 

63 I am a companion of all them that fear thee : 
and keep thy commandments. 

64 The earth, Lord, is full of thy mercy : 
teach me thy statutes. 

Ver, 61. The congregations of the ungodly ^ ^c] David al- 
ludes here to the persecutions which he had suffered from Saul, 
and to the troops which were sent to apprehend him : 1 Sam* 
xxiii. 26. 
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m 

65 O Lord, thou hast dealt graciously with thy 
servant : according unto thy word, 

66 O learn me true understanding and know- 
ledge : for I have believed thy commandments. 

67 Before I was troubled, I went wrong : but 
How have I kept thy word. 

68 Thou art good and gracious ; O teach me thy 
statutes. 

69 The proud have imagined a lie against me : 
but I will keep thy commandments with my whole 
heart. ^ . . 

70 Their heart is as fat as brawn : but my de^ 
light hath been in thy law. 

71 It is good for me that I have been in trouble: 
that I may learn thy statutes. 

72 The law of thy mouth is dearer unto pie: 
tlian thousands of gold and silver. 

" -JfiV . 

„ ■ ' .*** • •, 

■ , , . . » f • . , *• 

Ver. 69. Imagined a lie, ^c] See 1 Sam. xxiv. 9. 

Ver. 70. Fat as brawn.] Rather: "curdled like milk."-^^: 
Law. That is, soured with malignity, and every wicked affection; 
. Fer, 72. Dearer unto me, Sfc] So Prov. iii. 14. " The mer- 
chandize of it is better than the merchandize of sily^, s^nd thQ 
gain thereof than fine gold/' 
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73 Thy hands have made me and fashioned me : 
P give me miderstanding that I may learn thy 
commandments. 

74 They that fear thee will be glad when they 
see me: because I have put my trust in thy 
word. 

75 I knowj O Lord, that thy judgements are 
right : and that thou of very faithfulness hast caused 
me to be troubled. 

76 O let thy merciful kindness be my comfort : 
according to thy word unto thy servant, 

77 O let thy loving mercies come unto me, that 
I may live : for thy law is my delight. 

78 Let the proud be confounded, for they go 
wickedly about to destroy me : but I will be occu- 
pied in thy commandments. 

79 Let such as fear thee, and have known thy 
testimonies : be turned unto me. 

80 O let my heart be sound in thy statutes : that 
I be not ashamed. 



81 My soul hath longed for thy salvation : and 
1 have a good hope because of thy word. 
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82 Mine eyes long sore for thy word : saying, O 
when wilt thou comfort me ? 

83 For I am become like a bottle in the smoke : 
yet do I not forget thy statutes. 

84 How many are the days of thy servant : when 
wilt thou be avenged of them that persecute me ? 

85 The proud have digged pits for me : which 
are not after thy law. / 

86 All thy commandments are true : they perse- 
cute me falsely ; O be thou my help. 

87 They had almost made an end of me upon 
earth : but I forsook not thy commandments. 

88 O quicken me after thy loving-kindness : and 
so shall I keep the testimonies of thy mouth. 

Ver. 83. For I am become like a bottle in the imo1teJ\ In the 
tents of the Arabs^ leathern bottles are in common use* Tbese^. 
if exposed to the culinary heat, or hung in the smokci would be- 
come contracted and shrivelled ; and thus afford a striking image 
of the eflfects produced on the human frame, by long-continued 
anxiety ; or, as it hath been called, " the /ever of the mind." 

Ver. 84. How many are the daySf ^c] Not of the contiim* 
ance of my life, but of the sorrows and trials by which I am at 
present surrounded. 

Ver* 85. Tlie proud have digged pits for me.] Rather : " the 
Unbelievers have assailed me with their subtleties, and false rea- 
sonings." 



89 O Lord, thy word: endureth for ever in 

heaven. 

90 Thy truth also remainetli from one genera- 
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tion to another: thou hast laid the foundation of 

the earth, and it abideth. 

: 91 They continue this day according to thine 

ordinance : for all things serve thee. 

- 92 If my delight had not been in thy law : I 

should have perished in my trouble. 

93 I will never forget thy commandments : for 
with them thou hast quickened me. 

94 I am thine, O save me : for I have sought 
thy commandments. 

95 The ungodly laid wait for me to destroy me : 
but I will consider thy testimonies, 

96 I see that all things come to an end : but thy 
commandment is exceeding broadp 

' Vet. 96. / «ce, ^c] ** Notbioff in thw world i« perfect, or can 
give complete satisfaction. I ^ea the end of all human purposes i 
but thy holin^» is exceedingly extensive^ absolutely widiout ter- 
mination" 



*f^*w^ II I «i FI J I mil tt* .l '^Tf"^ 



97 Lord, what love have I unto thy law : all the 
day long is my study in it. 

98 Thou through thy commandments hast made 
me wiser than mine enemies : for they are ever with 
me. 

99 I have more understanding than my teach- 
ers : for thy testimonies are my study. 

IQO I am wiser than the aged : because I keep 
thy commandments. 

101 I have refrained my feet from every evil 
way : that 1 may keep thy word. 

8 



MORir.] PSALM CXIX. 331 

102 I have not shrunk from thy judgements: for 
thou teachest me. 

103 O how sweet are thy words imto my throat: 
yea, sweeter than honey unto my mouth. 

' 104 Through thy commandments I get under- 
standing : therefore I hate all evil ways. 

Ver. 98. They are ever with me^ That is, thy ** command- 
ments." I regulate my conduct by tbem, and therefore, '^ am 
wiser than mine enemies." - 

Ver. 103. Unto my throat J\ This is figurative language, used 
metaphorically, for the judgmenty or discernment of the mind ; 
which judges of spiritual things, as the '' throat" or palate does ot 
tastes* Job vi. 30. 



TWENTY-SIXTH DAY OF THE MONTH. 



Movnim Vvapev. 



105 Thy word is a lantern unto my feet : and a 
light unto my paths, 

106 I have sworn, and am stedfastly purposed : 
to keep thy righteous judgments. 

107 I am troubled above measure : quicken me, 
Lord, according to thy word. 

108 Let the free-will offerings of my mouth 
please thee, O Lord : and teach me thy judge- 
ments. 
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^ 109 My soul is alway in my hand : yet do I not 

forget thy law. 

: 110 The ungodly have laid a snare for me : but 

yet I swerved not from thy commandments* 

- Ill Thy testimonies have I claimed as mine 

heritage for ever: and why? they are the very 

joy of my heart. 

112 I have applied my heart to fulfil thy statutes 
alway : even unto the end. 

. Ver. 109. My soul is alway in my hand,] To have one's 
f* soul" or life " in one's hand," is a phrase often used in Scrip- 
ture, and implieth going in continual danger of one's life. See 
Judg. xii. 3. 1 Sam. xix. 5. xxviii. 21. Job xiii. 14. 

Ver, 112. Even unto the end,} Rather: ^' n^hich have an 
everlasting reward." — Bp. Law. 



113 I hate them that imagine evil things: but 
thy law do I love. 

114 Thou art my defence and shield : and my 
trust is in thy word. 

115 Away from me, ye wicked : I will teep the 
commandments of my God. 

• 116 O stablish me according to thy word, that I 
may live : and let me not be disappointed of my 
hope. 

117 Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe : yea, 
toy delight shall be ever in thy statutes. 

118 Thou hast trodden down all them that de- 
part from thy statutes : for they imagine but deceit. 
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119 Thou puttest away all the utigodly of the 
earth like dross : therefore I love thy testimonies.' 

120 My flesh trembleth for fear of thee : and I 
am aifraid of thy judgements. 

Ver. 118. For they imagine hut deceit^ Rather: " their 
cunning has been fallacious :" that is^ it hath deceived them- 
selves> and brought on their ruin. 

Ver. 120. My flesh trembleth,] The idea expressed by a 
periphrasis would be, " a thrilling horror curdles or puckers my 
skin." 



121 I deal with the thing that is lawful and 
right : O give me not over unto mine oppressors. . 

122 Make thou thy servant to delight in that 
which is good : that the proud do me no wrong. 

123 Mine eyes are wasted away with looking for 
thy health : and for the word of thy righteous- 
ness. 

124 O deal with thy servant according unto thy 
loving mercy : and teach me thy statutes. 

125 I am thy servant, O grant me imderstand- 
ing : that I may know thy testimonies. 

126 It is time for thee. Lord, to lay to thine 
hand : for they have destroyed thy law. 

127 For I love thy commandments : above gold 
and precious stone. 

128 Therefore hold I straight all thy command- 
ments : and all false Ways I utterly abhor. 

Ver. 123. Wasted away in looking ^ ^c] Rather: ** Mine 
eyes long for thy salvation," — Durell. 
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Vet* 126. To lay to thine Aand.] To make examples of the 
wicked. 

Ver. 128. Hold I straight^ SfcJ] Rather : " Forasmuch as I 
esteem all thy precepts, therefore I hate/' &c. — Durkll. 



129 Thy testimonies are wonderful : therefore 
doth my soul keep them. 

ISO When thy word goeth forth : it giveth light 
and understanding unto the simple. 

131 I opened my mouth, and drew in my breath : 
for my delight was in thy commandments. 

132 O look thou upon me, and be merciful unto 
nie : as thou usest to do unto those that love thy 
lifame. 

133 Order my steps in thy word : and so shafl 
no wickedness hiave dominion over me. 

134 O deliver me from the wrongful dealings 
of men : and so shall I keep thy commandments. 

135 Shew the Hght of thy countenance upon 
thy servant : and teach me thy statutes. 

136 Mine eyes gush out with water : because 
men keep riot thy law. 

Ver. 131. I opened my mouth and drew in my breath.'] This 
allusion to a thirsty and panting trayeller, points out Darid's 
eager desire to hear God's word expounded. 



137 Righteous art thou, O Lotd : and true is 
thy judgment. 
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. 1S8 The testimonies that thou hast commanded : 
are exceeding righteous and true. 

139 My zeal hath even consumed me : because 
mine enemies have forgotten thy words. 

140 Thy word is tried to the uttermost : and 
thy servant loveth it. 

141 I am small^ and of no reputation : yet do I 
not forget thy commandments. 

142 Thy righteousness is an everlasting righ-^ 
teousness : and thy law is the truth. 

143 Trouble and heaviness have taken hold 
upon me : yet is my delight in thy command- 
ments. . 

144 The righteousness of thy testimonies is 
everlasting: O grant me understanding, and I 
shall live. 

Ver. 139. My zeal hath even consumed me.l In the Gk)spel 
^ SL John^ ii. 17. this passage is applied to Jesus Christy whei\ 
his zeal had exerted itself in paring the Temple; '* then;h|^ 
Disciples remembered that it was written : the ssea^ of d^me 
house hath eaten me up." 



iSbfttiitflf I9tas^rt 



145 I call with my whole heart : hear me> O 
Lord, I will keep thy statutes. 

146 Yea, even imto thee do I call : help me, and 
I shall keep thy testimonies. 
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147 Early in the naoming do I cry unto thee : 
for in thy word is my trust. 

148 Mine eyes prevent the night-watches : that 
I might be occupied in thy words. * 

149 Hear my voice, O Lord, according unto 
thy loving-kindness : quicken me, according as 
thou art wont. 

150 They draw nigh that of malice persecute 
me : and are fer from thy law. 

151 Be thou nigh at hand, O Lord: for all thy 
commandments are true. 

152 As concerning thy testimonies, I have known 
long since : that thou hast grounded them for ever. 

Ver. 148. Prevent the night-watches.] That is : the Psalmist 
was awake before the last of those watches, into which the night 
was divided by the Jews. David needed not the watchman's 
pally but was stirring before it could be given. 

Ver. 152. Thou hast grounded them for ever.'] That is, 
''thy revelations are unalterable and everlasting, as the attri- 
butes of their great Author, and can never fail those who rely 
upon them, in time, or in eternity." 



153 O consider mine adversity, and deliver me : 
for I do not forget thy law. 

154 Avenge thou my cause, and deliver me: 
quicken me, according to thy word. 

155 Health is far from the ungodly: for they 
regard not thy statutes. 

156 Great is thy mercy, O Lord : quicken me, 
as thou art wont. '^ 
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157 Many there are that trouble me, and per- 
secute me : yet do I not swerve from thy testi- 
monies. 

158 It grieveth me . when I see the transgres-^ 
sors : because they keep not thy law. 

159 Consider, O Lord, how I love thy com- 
mandments : O quicken me, according to thy lov- 
ing-kindness. 

160 Thy word is true from everlasting : all the 
judgements of thy righteousness endure for ever- 
more. 

Ver. 155. Health.] Rather : " Salvation." 



161 Princes have persecuted me without a 
cause : but my heart standeth in awe of thy word. 

162 I am as glad of thy word : as one that 
findeth great spoils. 

163 As for Ues, I hate and abhor them : but thy 
law do I love. 

164 Seven times a day do I praise thee : because 
of thy righteous judgements. 

165 Great is the peace that they have who love 
thy law : and they are not offended at it. 

166 Lord, I have looked for thy saving health : 
and done after thy commandments. 

167 My soul hath kept thy testimonies : and 
loved them exceedingly. 

168 I have kept thy commandments and testi- 
monies : for all my ways are before thee. 

z 
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Ver. 161. Prtncez ktwe pertecuted me^ ^.] David vras per- 
secuted by Saul and his associates ^* without a cause.'' 
Ver, 166. Saving health.'] That is, " salvation.'' 
Fer, 168. All my ways are be/ore thee,] The meaning of 
this expression may be gathered from other scriptoral phrases : 
such as, " walking before God ;" or, ** in his sight ;" which 
merely signify to live holily and r^hteously, so as to be accept- 
able in his sight. God is omniscient, and, consequently, all the 
" ways*' or actions of men are *' before him :" or open to his 
knowledge and sight. 



169 Let my complaint come before thee, O 
Lord: give me miderstanding, according to thy 
word. 

170 Let my supplication come before thee : de- 
liver me, according to thy word. 

171 My lips shall speak of thy praise: when 
thou hast taught me thy statutes. 

172 Yea, my tongue shall sing of thy word : for 
all thy commandments are righteous. 

173 Let thine hand help me : for I have chosen 
thy commandments. 

1 74 I have longed for thy saving health, O Lord : 
and in thy law is my delight. 

175 O let my soul live, and it shall praise thee: 
and thy judgements shall help me. 

176 I have gone astray like a sheep that is lost : 
O seek thy servant, for I do not forget tliy com- 
mandments. 

Ver, 176. / have gone astray like a sheep,] Merrick's poetical 
paraphrase of this verse is very beautiful : 
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» 

Thine eyes in me the sheep behold 

Whose feet have wandered from the fold ; 

That guideless, helpless^ strives in vain 

To find its safe retreat again ; 

Now listens if perchance its ear 

The shepherd's well-known voice may hear ; 

Now, as the tempests round it blow, 

In plaintive accents vents its woe. 

Great Ruler of this earthly ball, 

Do thou my erring steps recall : 

O seek thou him who thee has sought, 

Nor turns from thy decrees his thought. 



TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY OF THE MONTH. 



ittotniitg iPra^t^^r* 



PSALM CXX. 

IBKlHitionai 

The SUBJECT of this Psafm^ is^ David's complaiat of the 
falsehood; tueachery^ and violence of those with whom he 
was compelled to dwells when he fled &om the court of 
Saul, under the persecution excited by Doeg, the Edomite. 
This Psalm, and the fourteen which follow it, are entitled 
Pisahns oi degrees ^ but^ whereibre^is unknown*. 

* Bishop Horsley says, duil; these PsaUns of degrees seem to 
have been services sung, (some on special, but the far greater 
part, on stated occasions), upon the steps of the great gate of the 
temple, (or rather of the sanctuary ^ for if thej wei*e written by 

z 2 
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In this Psaim David speaks throughout. 

1 When I was in trouble I called upon the Lord : 
and he heard me. 

2 Deliver my soul, O Lord, from lying lips : and 
from a deceitful tongue. 

3 What reward shall be given or done unto 
thee, thou false tongue : even mighty and sharp 
arrows, vnth hot burning coals. 

4 Wo is me, that I am constrained to dwell with 
Mesech : and to have my habitation among the 
tents of Kedar. 

5 My soul hath long dwelt among them : that 
are enemies unto peace. 

6 I labour for peace, but when I speak unto 
them thereof : they make them ready to battle. 

Ver, 2, Lying lips, $*c.] The false accusations of Doeg. 
1 Sam, xxii. 9. xxiv. 9. 

Ver. 3. What reward^ <^c.] The Bible translation divides 
this verse into two, as follows : 3. ^' What shall be given unto 
thee? or, what shall be done unto thee, thou false tongue? 
4. Sharp arrows of the mighty with coals of juniper :" a wood 
remarkable for increasing and retaining heat. 

Fer. 4. Dwell with Mesech, ^c] The Psalmist lamenteth his 
long continuance among those deceitful and malicious men, 
whom he compareth to the wild, barbarous^ and idolatioua A|rabs^ 
the descendants of Kedar, the son of Ishmael. Gen, xxv. 13, 
Bp. Horne. The word mesech signifies a skin, in the Chaldee 
and Syriac tongues : and is supposed to denote a place in Arabia^ 
so called from the skins with which the Arabians cover thenr tents; 

David, the temple was not then built). Some of them contain 
the form of prayers to be used by the worshippers as they ascended 
the steps, others, of benedictions^ with which the worshipper was 
saluted by the priest. 
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Ibid. KedarJ] A region in the same part of Arabia; so called 
from Ishmael's son, see Isaiah xxt. 13» 17. When David was in 
the wilderness of Paran, Kedar lay at no great distance from 
him: and in hfs wanderings, he might ha?e entered it, though 
Scripture is silent on the subject. 



PSALM CXXL 

mebotConat 



^ The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a joyful declaration of im- 
plicit confidence in the goodness of God : and of the suffix 
ciency and efficacy of the divine protection, under all the 
dangers and vidssitudes of life. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills : from 
whence cometh my help. 

2 My help cometh even from the Lord : who 
hath made heaven and earth. 

3 He will not suflFer thy foot to be moved : and 
he that keepeth thee will not sleep. 

4 Behold, he that keepeth Israel : shall neither 
slumber nor sleep. 

5 The Lord himself is thy keeper : the Lord is 
thy defence upon thy right hand ; 

6 So that the sun shall not burn thee by day : 
neither the moon by night. 

7 The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil : 
yea, it is even he that shall'keep thy soul. 
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8 The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and 
thy coming in : from this time forth for evermore. 

Psalm CXXI. Bkhop Lowth would consider the twor first 
verses as spoken by David, when going out to war, and the re* 
mainder of the Psalm to be words of encouragement, returned by 
the high priest, from the holy place. 

Ver, 1. Unto the hills J] That is, the summits of Zion, on one 
of which was the sanctuary. 

Fjgr. 3. He will not suffer^ S^e."] In reference to Bishop 
Lowth's opinion, just mentioned, respecting the structure of this 
Psalm, it may be observed, that the sudden change of the firsts . 
for the third person, does not always indicate the introduction of 
another ^aker; but is frequently adopted in these sacred lyrics, 
to throw animation and interest into the composition. — Ed, 

Ver. 6. Neither the moon by night J^ Rather : the dew^ which 
in hot climates is exceedingly copious, penetrating, and dan- 
gerous. The intensity of the heat of Palestine, by day ; and of 
the comparative coldness by night, is mentioned by most travel- 
lers to the Holy Land. 



PSALM CXXII. 

Hebotional. 



The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is^ the exultation and joy 
expressed by the tribes going up to Jerusalem, to keep a 
feast ; when the divine services had been regulated in the 
sanctuary, and the ark of the Lord had been removed 
thither. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout 

1 I was glad when they said unto me : We will 
go into the house of the Lord. 
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2 Our feet shall stand in thy gates : O Jerusa^ 
lem. 

3 Jerusalem is built as a city : that is at unity 
in itself. 

4 For thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of 
the Lord: to testify unto Israel, to give thanks 
unto the Name of the Lord. 

5 For there is the seat of judgement : even the 
Beat of the house of David. ^ 

6 O pray for the peace of Jerusalem : they shall 
prosper that love thee. 

7 Peace be within thy walls : and plenteousness 
within thy palaces. 

8 For my brethren and companions' sake: I 
will wish thee prosperity. 

9 Yea, because of the house of the Lord our 
God : I will seek to do thee good. 

Ver, 1. When they said unto me, SfcJ] When hi» fellow^ 
worshippers came to attend him to the tabernacle, to celebrate a 
festival to the Lord. 

Fer. 3. At unity in itselfJ] Rather, as in the Bib. trans. : 
" that is compact together." 

Ver, 4. The tribes go up."] That is, the twelve tribes of Israel, 
from all parts of the land : according to God's special command. 
Exod. xxiii. 17. 

Ibid, To testify unto Israel,] Rather : " there is the testi- 
mony of Israel : that is, the Ark of the Lord.'*— Bp. Law. 

Fer, 5. For ihere is the seat of judgement, <5'C.] " The 
Israelites resorted to Jerusalem, because it was the metropolis of 
the country, and there was the residence of their monarchs, after 
the kingdom was established in the house of David." — Bp. 
HoRNE. The tribes were commanded to go thrice a year up to 
Jerusalem, to keep the three great feasts. 

Fer. 7. Within thy walls.] Josephus tells us, that there were 
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at Jerusalem, three ranges of walls, surrounding the city. The 
sense of the passage, is, '* may no enemy approach even to thy 
out-works, U> disturb thy prosperity." 



PSALM CXXIII. 

VUitttibe. 

* 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, an expression of confir 
dence in the mercy and goodness of God, followed by a 
mournful intimation of the abject misery to which the sup^ 
giants were reduced. It has been thought, that it was 
written by some inspired person in the time of Hezekiah, 
Vhen Judea was invaded by the Assyrians : possibly by 
Isaiah ; 2 Kings six. 4. Isaiah xxxvii. 4. • 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughaid* 

1 Unto thee lift I up mine eyes : O thou that 
dwellest in the heavens. 

2 Behold, even as the eyes of servants look 
unto the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of 
a maiden unto the hand of her mistress : even so 
our eyes wait upon the Lord our God, until he 
have mercy upon us. 

3 Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy 
upon us : for we are utterly despised. 

4 Our soul is filled with the scornful reproof of 
the wealthy: and with the despitefulness of the 
proud. 

Ver, 2. The eyes of Servants,] Dr. Pococke tells us, that at 
a visit in Egypt, every thing is done with the greatest decency 
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and most profound silence ; the slaves or servants, standing at 
the bottom of the ioom, with their hands joined before them, 
watching with the utmost attention every motion of their master, 
who commands them by signs. 

Ibid. Upon the Lord our God, ^c] Who, by the means of 
the King of Assyria, that " rod of his anger;" and " staff of his 
indignation," {Isaiah x. $.) now severely chastises us. 

Ver. 3. Have mercy upon uSy Sfc.'] Unbelieving, ungodly, 
and worldly men, who are '^ at ease," and boast themselves in 
the multitude of their riches, will always be ready to cast upon 
the afflicted servants of Christ, some portion of that reproach and 
contempt, which were so plentifully poured upon their blessed 
Master, in the day of his passion, and, indeed, through his whole 
life. With these, they may justly complain, that ^' their souls 
are tilled :" insomuch, that they are compelled to. exclaim, with 
redoubled earnestness, " Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have 
mercy upon us." And let them know for their comfort, that the 
Lord will have mercy upon them in that day, when sensuality 
shall be succeeded by torment ; and pride shall end in confusion 
and shame : when patient poverty shall inherit everlasting riches ; 
and oppressed humility shall be exalted to a throne above the 
stars. — Bp. Horne. See Luke xvi. 19. et infra^ and xviii. 10. 



PSALM CXXIV. 



l9ebotfonat 



The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a devout acknowledgment 
of the providential interference and assistance of God in 
rescuing David and his people from apparent inevitable 
destruction. It was, probably, written by him, shordy after 
his accession to the throne, when he had triumphed over 
the powerful combination^ of the neighbouring states, which 
were leagued together against him. 
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In ikh Psatm Dattd speckks iAraughout. 

1 If the Lord himself had not been on our side, 
now may Israel say : if the Lord himself had not 
been on our side, when men rose up against us ; 

2 They had swallowed us up quick : when they 
were so wrathfuUy displeased at us. 

3 Yea, the waters had drowned us: and the 
stream had gone over our soul. 

4 The deep waters of the proud : had gone even 
over our soul. 

5 But praised be the Lord : who hath not given 
us over for a prey uaito their teeth. 

6 Our soul is escaped even as a bird out of the 
snare of the fowler : the snare is broken, and we 
are delivered. 

7 Our help standeth in the Name of the Lord : 
who hath made heaven and earth. 

Ver. 3. Yea, the deep waters, SfcJ] This language is highly 
figurative : it compares the fury and insolence of David's adver- 
saries, to overwhelming Hoods and desolating torrents. — Ed. 

Ver, 4. A prey unto their teeth*] The same metaphorical 
style of composition is continued. David's escape is likened to 
a rescue from the jaws of a ferocious animal, which swallows its 
prey " quick," or alive. — Ed. 

Ver. 5. Our soul, Sfc] That is, " our life.^ The imagery 
goes on, but it is more beautiful. Pleasing and tender ideas 
are associated, with the escape of an innocent bird, from the 
snares which the art and cruelty of man had contrived, to deprive 
it of life, or, rob it of liberty. — Ed. 
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PSALM CXXV. 

USebotimtal. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is^ a strain of pious confix 
dence^ and of devotional thanksgiving for the protection of 
God^ similar to that in the preceding one : concluding with 
an intimation of the ruin of the incorrigible sinner *. 

j&t this Psalm David speaks throughout^ 

1 They that put their trust in the Lord shall 
be even aa the mount Sion : which may not be re- 
moved, but standeth fast for ever. 

2 The hills stand about Jerusalem : even so 
standeth the Lord round about his people, jfrom 
this time forth for evermore. 

3 For the rod of the ungodly comjeth not into 
the lot of the righteous : lest the righteous put 
their hand unto wickedness. 

4 Do well, O Lord: unto those that are good 
and true of heart. 

5 As for such as turn back unto their own 
wickedness : the Lord shall lead them forth vnth 
the evil-doers ; but peace shall be upon Israel. 

Ver. 2. The hills stand about Jerusalem,"] On ooa side of 
Jerusalem, rose the bill of Sion : and on the other side, several 

* It may be proper to observe, that Bishop Patrick's notion of 
the author, and cause of this Psalm, is different. He supposes it 
to have been occasioned by Sennacherib's threatening to destroy 
Jerusalem : and that these are, perhaps, some of the ^* comfort- 
able words," which Hezekiah then spake to its inhabitants. 
2 Chron. xxxii. 6, 7, 8. 
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little mountains or hills surrounded it: which occasioned the 
prophet Ezekiel to represent it, under the image of a cauldron : 
xi. 3. 

Ver. 3. The rod of the wickedJ] That is, " the power, or 
domination of the wicked» shall not rest upon the lot" (or land) 
** of the righteous." The import of this verse, says Dr. Home^ 
seemeth to he the same with that of our Lord's prediction con- 
cerning the troubles of the " latter days." " Then shall be great 
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning' of the world to 
this time, no nor ever shall be ; and except these days should be 
shortened, tkei» sdiouldno flesh be ^ved* But, for the elects' 
t^e^ those day^ shall be short^necL" Matt^xxiv. 21, 22» , 

Ibid* Lest the righteous^ S^Ci\ That is, lest the good man 
should adopt any wicked or unjustifiable means of escaping from 
the difficulties With Which he W threatened br oppressed. ' 



r 
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SBebottonaL 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm> is^ an animated description 
of the j<^ and gratitude, experienced, and evinced by the 
Jews, when, under the sanction of the decree issued by 
Cyrus, {Ezra i, 1 — 4.) they were liberated from their cap- 
tivity in Babylon, and returned to their own country. The 
Psalm is supposed to have been written by Ezra. 

In this Psalm the Fsaimist speaks throughout. 

1 When the Lord turned again the captivity 
of Sion : then were we hke unto them that dream. 
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2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter: 
and our tongue with joy. 

3 Then said they among the heathen: The 
Lord hath done great things for them. 

4 Yea, the Lord hath done great things for us 
already : whereof we rejoice. 

5 Turn our captivity, O Lord : as the rivers in 
the south. 

6 They that sow in tears : shall reap in joy. 

7 He that now goeth' on his way weeping, and 
beareth forth good seed : shall doubtless Come 
again with joy, and bring his sheaves with him, 

Ver. 1. The captivity of Sion,'\ That Cyrus should issue a 
decree, for the Jews to return to their own country, and to 
rebuild their city and temple ; that he should dismiss such a 
number of captives, not only without money and without price, 
but should send them home laden with presents: (Ezra i. 1 — 4.) 
this was the work of Jehovah ; who only could thus ^* turn the 
captivity jf Zion,"— Bp. Ho&ne. 

Ver. 5. As the rivers in the southi] Bbhop Home observes 
on this verse : '^ This image is taken from the torrents in the 
deserts to the south of Judsea ; in Idumea ; Arabia Petreea, &c, ; 
a mountainous country. These torrents were constantly dried 
up in the summer, {Job vi. 17, 18.) and as constantly returned 
after the rainy season, and filled again their deserted channels. 
The point of the comparison seems to be, the return and renewal 
of these (not rivers, but) torrents, which yearly leave their beds 
d]^, but, fill them again : as the Jews had left their country 
desolate, but now flowed again into it." 

Fer, 7. He that now goeth on his way, ^c.l The spiritual 
meaning of this passage is, that pious resignation, and unmur- 
muring submission to the will of God, under the afflictions of 
life, shall be rewarded with everlasting joy. In a predictive 
sense, it foretels the happy return of the Jews to their own land, 
after their long and distressing servitude in Egypt, If literally 
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understood, it refyn to the labour of sowing gtain in Palestine, 
under a flaming sun ; exposed to the perils of robbers and tem- 
pests; and to the luxuriant crop which would reward the husband- 
man, if he effected his work with courage and perseverance. — Ed. 



PSALM CXXVII. 

19ebotional. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is^ a devout acknowledge- 
ment of the entire dependance of man upon the providence 
of God ; and of the vanity of all his labours^ unless they be 
forwarded by the divine blessing. Among the Jews, a 
numerous ofispring was esteemed to be a miHre eBpecial mark 
<of the favour of heaven : and the latter moiety of the Psalm, 
points at this blessing, and the happiness of the man who is 
the object of it. The Psalm is said to have been written by 
Solomon. Jhe title of it, given by Bishop Horsley, is, **a 
Psalm to be addressed by the priests, to the pa^rents pre- 
senting the first-born." It is, very properly, introduced 
into the service of ** the Churching of Women." 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks ibroughout. 

1 Except the Lord build the house : their la- 
bour is but lost that build it. 

2 Exc^t the Lord keep the city : the watchman 
waketh but in vain. 

3 It i^ but lost labour that ye baste to rise up 
early, and so late take rest, and eat the bread of 
carefulness : for so he giveth his beloved sleep. 

4 Lo, children and the fruit of the womb : are 
an heritage aud gift that cometh of the Lord. 

8 
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5 Like as the arrows in the hand of the giant : 
even so are the young children. 

6 Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of 
them : they shall not be ashamed when they speak 
with their enemies in the gate. 

Fer. 1. Except the Lord, S^c] " In every undertaking, the 
blessing of God must accompany the labours of man, to render 
them effectual. No work can prosper without him; nor can 
any design miscarry under his favour and protection, which are 
equally necessary to be obtained^ by the builder in time of peace, 
and by the soldier in time of war." — Bp. Horne. 

Ver. 3. For so he giveth, ^c] Rather : " since," or " surely 
he giveth his beloved sleep," " The Psalmist certainly does not 
intend to say, that labour and vigilance are vain^ but, that they 
are so, except the Lord be with the labourer." When this is 
the case, ** we shall cheerfully fulfil out daily tasks, and then, 
with confidence and resignation, lay our heads upon our pillows, 
and God will give to his beloved sleep : sleep which shall fit 
them to return every morning, wiUi renewed vigour and alacrity^ 
to their stated employments." — Bp. Hornb. 

Fer, 4. Lo, children, ^c^ The Bib. trans, of this verse is 
preferable: '^ Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord ; and the 
^it of the womb is his reward." 

Fer, 6. In the gate.] In ancient times, amongst the eastern 
nations, courts of judicature, and special meetings of the people, 
were held near the gates, or over the gates of cities ; where popu- 
lar influence frequently outweighed the claims of justice. But, 
a good man, who had a numerous family, and, consequently, 
many supporters, would not be afraid either oflhe open violence, 
or the secret artifices of his enemies, whether in a judicial court, 
or an assembly of the people*-— Ed, 
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PSALM CXXVIII. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is, a solemn promise to the 
good rnian^ that he shall be blessed in his person^ family, 
and general concerns. It is thought, by some commenta^ 
tors, to have been pronomiced as a benediction on the cele« 
bration of a marriage among the Jews : a notion, which, 
probably, occasioned it to be introduced into our own matri- 
monial service. Its author is unknown. 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 Blessed are all they that fear the Lord : and 
walk in his ways. 

2 For thou shalt eat the labours of thine hands : 
O well is thee, and happy shalt thou be. 

3 Thy wife shall be as the fruitful vine i upon 
the walls of thine house. » 

4 Thy children hke the olive-branches ; round 
about thy table. 

5 Lo, thus shall the man be blessed : that feareth 
the Lord. 

6 The Lord from out of Sion shall so bless thee : 
that thou shalt see Jerusalem in prosperity all thy 
life long. 

7 Yea, that thou shalt see thy children's chil^ 
dren : and peace upon Israel. 

Ver. 2. For thou shalt eat, Sfc.'] " The person is here beau- 
vtifully changed'' (from the third to the second) : and, to the nikn 
who feareth Jehovah, is addressed an enumeration of those bless- 
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ings which shall attend him. He is to ' eat the labour of his 
hands ;' that is, the fruit or return of his labour/* — Bp. Horve* 

Ver. 4. Olive trees, ^'c] Alluding to the olive-trees, (or some 
other species of odoriferous plant) growing in the gardens of the 
east, among which the banqueting tables were placed, that the 
guests might be at once refreshed with their shade, and regaled 
with their perfume. 

Ver, 6. The Lord from out ofSionJ] Out of his holy place, 
where he sitteth between the cherubim, in his t^nple upon mount 
2ion. Psalm xcix, I. 
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PSALM CXXIX. 
Ctorai 

' The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a thanksgiving fpr some 
great national deliverance. It expresses a firm trust ki (rod: 
and predicts the destruction of the enemies of Zion; It is 
thought, by some cominentators, to have been written by 
Ezra, after the return of the Jews, from their captivity in 
Babylon. See JE^ra iv. 

In this Psahn the Personages introduced, are, First 
Semi-chorus, v. 1^ 2, 3. Second Semi-chorus, y. 4) 5« 
Full Chorus, v. 6, 7, 8. 

1 Many a time have they fought against me from 
toy youth up : may Israel now say.^ 

2 Yea, many a time have they vexed me from 
my youth up : but they have not prevailed against 
me. 

3 The plowers plowed upon my back : and made 
long ftirrows, 

A a 
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4 But the righteous Lord : hath hewn the snares 
of the ungodly in pieces. 

5 Let them be confounded and turned^ back- 
ward : as many as have evil wOl at Sion. 

6 Let them be even as the grass growing upon 
the house-tops : which withereth afore it be plucked 
up ; 

7 Whereof the mower fiUeth not his hand : nei- 
ther he that bindeth up the sheaves his bosom. 

8 So that they who go by say not so much as. 
The Lord prosper you : we wish you good luck in 
the Name of the Lord. 

Ver, 1. Have they fought against meJ] That is, our adver- 
saries : first, the Egyptians : then the nations round about us : 
and lastly, the Assyrians, and Babylonians^ 

Ibid. From my youth up.] " Ever since we have been a peo- 
ple." 

Ver, 3. The plowers, ^c] A strong image of cruel oppres- 
sion. It made a part of the sufferings of our most blessed Lord. 
" I gave my back to the smiters," Isaiah 1, 6. 

Ver. 6. Let them be even as the grass, ^c,"] In Judea, the 
roofs of the houses are fiat, and covered with cement On this 
the grass, would, not uncommonly, grow : but, being thin and 
weak, and its situation hot and exposed, it was speedily '< dried 
up and withered." The same sort of architecture, and the same 
appearances, are common in the east, at this day. 

Ver. 8. The Lord prosper you, Sfc] Here is an allusion to 
the custom of blessing the reapers at their work ; as in that ixkm 
stance recorded in the book of Ruth, ii. 4. ^* And behold, Boaz 
came from Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, the Loid be 
with you : and they answered him, the Lord bless thee." 
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PSALM CXXX. 

9ttditniial. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a mournfiil complaint of 
mental anguish, arising from a conviction of sin : succeeded 
by a comforting view of the pardoning mercy of Grod : and 
of final salvation for the penitent. It has been attributed 
to David, and is appointed to be used on Ash- Wednesday. 

In this Pmlm David speaks throughout. 

1 Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O 
Lord : Lord, hear my voice. 

2 O let thine ears consider well : the voice of my 
complaint. 

3 If thou. Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what 
is done amiss : O Lord, who may abide it ? 

4 For there is mercy with thee : therefore shalt 
thou be feared. 

5 I look for the Lord ; my soul doth wait for 
him : in his word is my trust. 

6 My soul fleeth unto the Lord: before the' 
morning watch, I say, before the morning watch. 

7 O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord 
there is mercy : and with him is plenteous redemp- 
tion. 

8 And he shall redeem Israel : from all his sins. 

Ver, I. Out of the deep.'] This is a figurative expression, in- 
dicating the deepest conviction of sin and misery. 

Ver, 3. If tkoUf Lord^ <5rc.] An allusion to judicial proceed- 
ings : in other words, if thou wert, like an earthly judge, to note 

A a2 
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down every minute circumstance of guilt, who would be able to 
^' stand" such a trial : or, leave thy court, unconvicted, and un- 
condemned ?— Ed. 

Fer, 4. There is mercy with thee, Sfc."] The meaning is, 
*' thou forgivest man, that so, being restored to thy favour, and 
endued with thy grace, he may thenceforth year, or serve thee, as 
it becomes one who hath obtained mercy, to do." — Bp. Ho eke. 

Ver, 6. Before the morning watch, ^c] That is, " before the 
latest watch of the night" (which would be the earliest one in the 
morning,) " my soul is with God in prayer," Bishop Horsley 
translates the verse : 

" My soul is with the Lord, from the morning watch. 
From the morning watch, until night." 



PSALM CXXXL 

USebotional. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is, a beautiful description of 
true humility of mind^ illustrated by the interesting simili- 
tude of infantile meekness. It is supposed to have been 
written by David, to clear himself of the false charge^ of 
having designs upon the kingdom and life of Saul. 

In this Psahn David speaks throughoui. 

1 Lord, I am not high-minded : I have no proud 
looks. 

2 I do not exercise myself in great matters : 
which are too high for me. 

3 But I refrain my soul, and keep it low, like 
as a child that is weaned from his mother : yea, my 
soul is even as a weaned child. 

4 O Israel, trust in the Lord : from this time 
forth for evermore. 
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Fer^ 1. I am not higk^mindedy ^c] I harbour no ambitious 
designs : I have no political schemes in my mind : no evil inten* 
tions, against Saul or his throne. 

Ver, 2. In great matters.] In the concerns of state. 
Ver, 3. But I refrain my soul, ^c] Bishop Horsley gives the 
following translation of this verse, from an emendation of Houbi- 
gant*s : 

" Surely, I have brought down, and quieted my soul. 
Like a weaned child upon its mother. 
Like a weaned child upon her lap." 



TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY OF THE MONTH. 
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PSALM cxxxn. 

Cfjoral. ' 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is^ a rehearsal of David*$ 
vows to Jehovah, respecting the erection of a temple for the 
ark of God: an address to Jehovah on the dedication of 
the temple : and a recital of God's promises made to David, 
and the fruit of his body. It is generally supposed to have 
teen composed by Solomon; and performed vnth much 
solemnity, on placing the ark of God in Solomon's temple* 
It is one of the proper Psalms appointed for Christmas Day. 

In this Psalm the Personages supposed to be introduced 
are, High-priest, v. 1 to 5. First Semi-chorus, v. 6. 
Second Semi-chorus, v. 7. Full Chorus, v. 8, 9, 10. 
High-priest, the remainder of the Psalm, 

1 Lord remember David : and all his trouble ; 
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2 How he sware unto the Lord : and vowed a 
vow unto the Almighty God of Jacob ; 

3 I will not come within the tabernacle of mine 
house : nor climb up into my bed ; 

4 I will not suffer mine eyes to sleep, nor mine 
eye-lids to slimiber: neither the temples of my 
head to take any rest ; 

5 Until I find out a place for the temple of the 
Lord : an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob. 

6 Lo, we heard of the same at Ephrata: and 
foimd it in the wood. 

7 We will go into his tabernacle : and fall low 
on our knees before his footstool. 

8 Arise, O Lord, into thy resting-place : thou, 
and the ark of thy strength. 

9 Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness : 
and let thy saints sing with joyfulness. 

10 For thy servant David's sake : turn not away 
the presence of thine Anointed. 

11 The Lord hath made a faithful oath unto 
David : and he shall not shrink jfrom it ; 

12 Of the firuit of thy body : shall I set upon 
thy seat. 

13 If thy children will keep my covenant, and 
my testimonies that I shall learn them : their chil- 
dren also shall sit upon thy seat for evermore. 

14 For the Lord hath chosen Sion to be an ha- 
bitation for himself: he hath longed for her. 

15 This shall be my rest for ever : here will I 
dwell, for I have a delight therein. 

16 I will bless her victuals with increase : and 
will satisfy her poor with bread. 



MORw.] PSALM CXXXIL 359 

17 I will deck her priests with health : and her 
saints shall rejoice and sing. 

18 There shall I make the horn of David to 
flourish : I have ordained a lantern for mine 
Anointed. 

19 As for his enemies, I shall clothe them with 
shame : but upon himself shall his crown flourish. 

Ver, 1 . Lord, remember David, ^c] Rather : reward David 
for; requite unto David. The word translated trouble, might 
have been rendered humility : see 2 Sam, vii. 2. 1 Chron. xvil. 
16. It means his pious affection to God, which excited in him 
the design of building a temple to God's honour and glory. 

Fer. 3. The tabernacle of mine house. "] That is, into the new 
palace which I have built for myself: 1 Chron. xiv. 1. xv. 1. 

Ver. Q. At Ephrata, S^c] It is not improbable, that David 
might have been at Bethlehem, the place of his nativity, called 
also Ephrata, {Gen. xxxv. 19.) when he received directions as to 
the proper site on which the temple was to be built. He would 
therefore hear of it at Ephrata. 

Ver. 8. Arise, Lord, Sfc] Solomon concludes his prayer 
at the dedication of the temple, which he had built, in (nearly) 
the words of this verse, and the two succeeding ones : 2 Chron* 
vi. 41, 42. 

Ver. 10. Thine Anointed.] That is, Solomon ; David's son. 

Fer. 11. The Lord hath made a faithful oath, ^c] See 
1 Chron. xvii. 11. xxviii. 5. 2 Chron, vi. 10. 

Ver, 14. Chosen Sion.] It seems probable, that Sion is -here 
put for Jerusalem in general : as Solomon's temple was built on 
Mount Moriah, and not on Mount Sion. 

Ver, 15. My rest for ever,] This was to be ih^ fixed resi- 
dence of the ark : it had hitherto been moved from place to 
place. 

Ver, IB, A lantern.] Rather: "a lamp:" Bib. Trans. The 
Jews confess that this verse refers to Messiah. So saith Rabbi 
Saadiah : ** The lamp is the King, which illuminates the nations." 

Ver, 19. Upon himself shaU his crown flourish.] This idea 
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« 
seems to have been suggested, by the ancient crowns bestowed 
upon victors; laurel; ivy; olive; myrtle; 8^c. The idea of ^ 
crown of gold and jewels flourishing^ is unnatural. 



PSALM CXXXIII. 

liebottotiiiL 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is^ a glowing encomium on 
brotherly love, illustrated by pleasing and apt similitudes. 
David is said to have composed it, on the union of all the 
twelve tribes, when they acknowledged him as king, on the 
death of Ishbosheth. Vide 2 Sam. v. 

In this PscUm David speaks throughout. 

1 Behold, how good and joyful a thing it is : 
brethren, to dwell together in unity ! 

2 It is like the precious ointment upon the 
head, that ran down unto the beard : even unto 
Aaron's beard, and went down to the skirts of his 
clothing. 

3 Like as the dew of Hermon : which fell upon 
the hill of Sion* 

4 For there the Lord promised his blessing: 
and hfe for evermore. 

Ver. 2. The skirts of his clothing.] This alludes to the 
anointing of Aaron, to the priesthood. The translation, however, 
does not seem to give the true meaning of the original ; which 
implies, that the holy oil descended only to the collar of hb gar- 
ment, or clothing. By adopting this sense of the passage, we 
find that the head and beard only were anointed, and that the 
costly sacerdotal robes were thus preserved from an unction, 
which must inevitably have spoiled them. , i^ -■. -, 
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Ver.3, Which fell upon the hill, ^c] Rather: "that de- 
scendeth upon the dry hills." — Bp. Law. 

Ver. 4. For there the Lord, Sfc,'] Bishop Horsley proposes 
this translation : 

** Surely where Jehovah hath appointed a blessings 
Is life for evermore." 
It is no objection that eternal life was not the sanction of the 
Mosaical law. The thing here blessed, (viz. brethren dwelling 
together in unity) is no branch of legal sanctity, but of real god-» 
liness ; and the promises of eternal life to the righteous^ in the 
Psalms, are innumerable* 



PSALM CXXXIV. 

The SUBJECT of this short Psalm^ is^ an exhortation to 
praise and worship God^ in the place appropriated to those 
holy purposes. It is supposed to have been sung by the 
Priests and Levites^ on changing the watch in the temple, 
for the night. By whom it was written is uncertain. 

In this PsaJm the Personages sty^osed to be iniroducec( 
are, the Priests and Levites ivithout, who are going 
away for the night, v. 1, 2. The Priests and Leyitesi 
remaining within, v. S, 4« 

1 Behold now, praise the Lord : all ye servants 
of the Lord ; 

2 Ye that by night stand in the house of the 
Lord : even in the courts of the house of oxu* God. 

3 Lift up your hands in the sanctuary: and 
praise the Lord. 
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4 The Lord that made heaven and earth : give 
thee blessing out of Sion. 

Psalm CXXXIV. This Is the last of the Psalms^ which are 
called songs of degrees, or steps. 

Ver. 2. Ye that hy night standi ^c] That is, who remain in 
the temple during the night, to trim the lamps, and to perform 
those other functions which were required to be observed at that 
season. See Levit, viii. 35. 1 Sam. iii. 3. 1 Chron. ix. 33. 

Ven 3. In the sanctnaty.'] Rather : " toward the sanctuary ;* 
or holy place, where the ark was fixed. See PsaJm xcix. 5« 

Ver. 4. Thee.l That is, either the high-priest ; or the chief 
of those priests, who had been conducting the service of the day. 
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The SUBJECT of this Psalm, (which was evidently written 
as a service of the temple), is, an invocation to all the wor- 
shippers present, to join in praise and thanksgiving to die 
Most High, for his goodness to the people of Israel : ex- 
emplified, in many mighty acts and deliverances, and in 
opposition to the idols of other nations, which had been un- 
able to avail any thing for their deluded worshippers. The 
author of this Psalm is unknown^ 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 O praise the Lord, laud ye the Name of the 
Lord : praise it, O ye servants of the Lord ; 

2 Ye that stand in the house of the Lord : iu 
the courts of the house of our God. 
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3 O praise the Lord, for the Lord is gracious : 
O sing praises unto his Name, for it is lovely. 

4 For why ? the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto 
himself : and Israel for his own possession. 

5 For I know that the Lord is great : and that 
our Lord is above all gods. 

6 Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he in 
heaven, and in earth : and in the sea, and in aU 
deep places. 

7 He bringeth forth the clouds from the ends of 
the world : and sendeth forth lightnings with the 
rain, bringing the winds out of his treasures. 

8 He smote the first-bom of Egypt : both of 
man and beasL 

9 He hath sent tokens and wonders into the 
midst of thee, O thou land of Egypt : upon Pharaoh> 
and all his servants. 

10 He smote divers nations : and slew mighty 
kings; 

11 Sehon king of the Amorites, and Og the 
king of Basan : and all the kingdoms of Canaan ; 

12 And gave their land to be an heritage : even 
an heritage unto Israel his people. 

13 Thy Name, O Lord, endureth for ever: so 
doth thy memorial, O Lord, from one generation 
to another. 

14 For the Lord will avenge his people : and be 
gracious unto his servants. 

15 As for the images of the heathen, they are 
but silver and gold : the work of men's hands. 

16 They have mouths, and speak not : eyes 
have they, but they see not. 
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17 They have ears, and yet they hear not : nei- 
ther is there any breath in their mouths. 

18 They that make them are hke unto them : 
and so are all they that put their trust in them. 

19 Praise the Lord, ye house of Israel : praise 
the Lord, ye house of Aaron. 

20 Praise the Lord, ye house of Levi : ye that 
fear the Lord, praise the Lord. 

21 Praised be the Lord out of Sion : who dwel- 
leth at Jerusalem. 

-I t A ■'.■■■■ ' 

Ver. 2. Ye that stand, ^c] That is : " Ye that have your 
courses of waiting in the temple^ and in the outward courts 
thereof." 

Ver. 7. He bringeth forth the clouds^ ^c] " They, who in 
old time, paid their devotions to the elements, imagined those 
dements to be capable of giving or withholding rain at pleasure. 
Therefore we find the prophet Jeremiah redaiming that powef tOr 
Jehovah, as the God who made and governed the world." " Are 
tii^e^any'timODg the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause 
main? Or can the heavens give showers? Art not thou He, O 
Jehovah, our God ? Therefore we will wait upon thee ; for thou 
ha|t made all these things." Jeremiah xiv* 22. Among the, 
Greeks and Romans we meet with a Jupiter possessed of the 
thunder and the lightning ; and an iBolus ruling over the winds. 
The Psalmist teaches us to restore the celestial artillery to its 
rightful owner. 

c Ibid* And sendeth forth lightnings with rain.^ Mr. Russell 
remarks, that at Aleppo, a night seldom passes without lighttimg 
in the north-west quarter ; but not attended with thunder. When 
it appears in the west, or south-west point, it is a sure SAga of the 
approaching rain; this lightning is often attended by thunder. 

Ver. 9. Tokens.] Demonstrations of his power, in the various 
plagues with which he afflicted Egypt. 

^ Ver. 13. Thy memorial.] The commemoration of these thy 
mercies which thou hast bestowed upon thy people. 
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Ver. 19, Ye house of Israel.'] All the inhabitants of the land, 
not of the priesthood, or Levitical order. 

Ibid. Ye house of Aaron,] All of priestly degree. 

Fer, 20. Ye hotise of Levi.] All the Levites, descended 
from Levi, who were next in dignity to the* priests, and ministered 
unto them. 

Ver.2l. Who dwelleth at Jerusalem,] That is ; who make^ 
his special residence at Jerusalem, where he has his temple, and 
his ark. 
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PSALM CXXXVL 

The SUBJECT of this delightftil Psalm, is, a nation4 
thanksgiving to God, for the mercies vouchsafed to hip 
peculiar people, in particular; and to all the creatures of 
his hand, in general. It formed apart of the service of the 
temple, for the Feast of Pentecost, after the captivity. Its 
isiuthor is unknovm. 

InthisPscdm the Personages introduced are ^ the Leyite^ 
who sings the subject of each verse : and the Chorus, 
who sing the words ** for his mercy endureth for ever.** 

1 O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gra- 
cious : and his mercy endxu'eth for ever. 

2 p give thanks unto the God of all gods : for 
his mercy endureth for ever. 
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. 3 O thank the Lord of all lords : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

4 Who only doeth great wonders : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

5 Who by his excellent wisdom made the hear 
vens : for his mercy endureth for ever. 

6 Who laid out the earth above the waters : for 
his mercy endxureth for ever. 

7 Who hath made great lights : for his mercy 
endureth for ever ; 

8 The sun to rule the day : for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever ; 

9 The moon and the stars to govern the night : 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

10 Who smote Egypt with their first-born : for 
his mercy endureth for ever ; 

11 And brought out Israel from among them : 
for his mercy endureth for ever ; 

12 With a mighty hand^ and stretched out arm : 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

13 Who divided the Red Sea in two parts : for 
his mercy endureth for ever ; 

14 And made Israel to go through the midst of 
it : for his mercy endureth for ever. 

15 But as for Pharaoh and his host, he over- 
threw them in the Red Sea : for his mercy endureth 
for ever. 

16 Who led his people through the wilderness : 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

17 Who smote great kings : for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever ; 
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18 Yea^ and slew mighty kings : for his mercy 
endureth for ever ; 

19 Sehon king of the Amorites : for his mercy 
endureth for ever ; 

20 And Og the king of Basan : for his mercy 
endureth for ever ; 

21 And gave away their land for an heritage : 
for his mercy endureth for ever ; 

22 Even for an heritage unto Israel his ser- 
vant : for his mercy endureth for ever. 

23 Who remembered us when we were in 
trouble : for his mercy endureth for ever ; 

24 And hath deUvered us from our enemies : 
for his mercy endureth for even 

25 Who giveth food to all flesh : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

26 O give thanks unto the God of heaven : for 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

27 O give thanks unto the Lord of lords : for 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psalm CXXXVL Our immortal poet Milton, has translated 
this Psalm, among many others. But, it is the only one in which 
we mark any traces of his ftiture mighty genius : he was only 
fifteen when he wrote it. A few verses of this yersion are sub** 
joined. 

Let us blaze his name abroad^ 

For of gods he is the God. 

Who, with his miracles, doth make 
Amazed heaven and earth to shake. 

Who, by his wisdom, did create. 
The painted heay'ns so full of state. 

Who did the solid earth ordain. 
To rise above the wat'ry plain. 
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Who, by his all-commanding might. 
Did fill the new-made world with light. 

And caus'd the golden-tressed sun 
All the day long his course to run : 

The homed moon to shine by night. 
Amongst her spangled sisters bright. 

He with his thunder-clasping hand 
* Smote the first-bom of Egypt land. 

The ruddy waves he cleft in twain 
' . Of the Erythrsean main. 

In bloody battle he brought down 
, Kings of prowess and renown. 

^ He foil'd bold Sehon and his host^ 
That rul'd the Amorrean coast. 

And large-limb*d Og he did subdue. 
With all his ever-hardy crew. 

All living creatures he doth feed, 
And with full hand supplies their need. 

Let us, therefore, warble forth 
His mighty majesty and worth : 

That his mansion hath on high. 
Above the reach of mortal eye. 
For his mercies ay endure. 
Ever faithful, ever sure. 
Fer. 27. For his mercy endurethfor ever,'] This form of ac- 
knowledgment was prescribed by David, to be used continually 
^l the divine service. 1 Chron. xvi. 41 . 



PSALM CXXXVII. 



Vlattttibe. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, a " deep lament,'* of the 
mournful condition of the Jews, during their captivity in 
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Babylon : and a prediction of the woes which would even- 
tually befall that haughty and tyrannical state. The author 
of this Psalm is unknown. 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 By the waters of Babylon we sat down and 
wept : when we remembered thee, O Sion. 

2 As for our harps, we hanged them up : upon 
the trees that are therein. 

3 For they that led us away captive required oit 
us then a song, and melody, in oiu: heaviness : Sing 
us one of the songs of Sion. 

4 How shall we sing the Lord's song: in a strange 
land ? 

5 If I forget thee, O Jerusalem : let my right 
hand forget her cimning. 

6 If I do not Temember thee, let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth : yea, if I prefer not 
Jerusalem in my mirth. 

7 Remember the children of Edom, O Lord, in 
the day of Jerusalem : how they said, Down with 
it, down with it, even to the ground. 

8 O daughter of Babylon, wasted with misery t 
yea, happy shall he be that rewardeth thee, as thou 
hast served us. 

9 Blessed shall he be that taketh thy children : 
and throweth them against the stones. 

Ver. 1. By the waters of Babylon^ §*c.] What a noble sub*, 
ject would this affecting Psalm afford to a painter of skill, taste, 
and feeling! — A crowd of Jewish captives, retired from the uproar 
and revelry of Babylon, (which is dimly seen in the hack of the 

B b 
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canvass,) and clothed in the servile garb, appear ^ated on the si- 
lent bank of the Euphrates, weeping over the recollection of de-* 
parted happiness, in the land of their fathers ; and bewailing the 
actual sorrows of their present thraldom. In another part of the 
foreground^ a band of their gorgeously-robed tyrants are seen, 
demanding from them, in haughtiness and scorn, one of the sweet 
melodies of their native country. A portion of the exiles, lost in 
grief, heed not the insolence of the cruel foe. Others point to 
their harps, pendent from the willows that overshadow themi 
waving as they hang, and breathing wild harmony to the passing 
breeze : indicating, by their expressive gesture, that the spirit of 
song had fled their souls ; and the touch of the lyre had been for- 
gotten by their hand. While a third group, (roused to indig- 
nation, by the inhuman taunt of their goading masters : their ani- 
mated eye, kindled at once, by patriotism and prescience, and 
bent on the persecutors in stem and steady gaze,) declare, in 
awful language, their everlasting attachment to the land of thpir 
temple and their God ; and the fearful doom of those, who had 
torn them from these objects of their love and veneration. — Ed. 

Ver, 6. If I prefer not JeruscLlem in my mirth.] This is all 
pure nature. The tender affections are, usually, overwhelmed by 
revelry and mirth : but, so deep and strong was the attachment 
of " the captive exile," to his " father-land," that no ebullition of 
joy, could, for a moment, extinguish in his soul, the vivid, fond 
remembrance of the scene of his early pleasures, and his former 
worship. — Ed. 

Ver, 7. Remember the children vfUdom, SfcJ] See Obadiak 
v. 10. 

Ver* 9. And throweth them against the stones.] This is not 
the language of imprecation^ but of prophecy : and predicts the 
horrors which would accompany the taking and sacking of the 
city of Babylon ; and amongst these, the atrocious cruelty^ of 
** dashing the children against the stones." See Isaiah ^tm. 16. 
Jet. li. 62. Hosea xiii. 16. Homer mentions the unnatural prac- 
tice, as not uncommon in ancient times : 

*^ Infants dashed 
Against the ground, in dire hostility." //. xxii* v. 63. 
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PSALM CXXXVIIL 

The SUBJECT of this Psalnij is, a pious tribute of praise 
and thank^ving, for providential mercies, of a general, and 
personal nature : and a dedaration of confidence, in the 
continued protection of the Most High. It has been doubted^ 
whether this Psalm was written by David, from the men- 
tion of the tefnplet in the second verse ; which was not built 
in the reign of that king : but, if we alter this word, to what 
would be the proper translation of the original, " the man- 
sion of thy sanctity :" the objection to its composition by 
David, falls to the ground. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, with my 
whole heart : even before the gods will I sing praise 
unto thee. 

2 I will worship toward thy holy temple, and 
praise thy Name, because of thy loving-kindness 
and truth : for thou hast magnified thy Name, and 
thy Word, above all things. 

3 When I called upon thee, thou heardest me : 
and enduedst my soul with much strength. 

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O 
Lord : for they have heard the words of thy mouth. 

5 Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the Lord : 
that great is the glory of the Lord. 

6 For though the Lord be high, yet hath he re- 
•spect unto the lowly : as for the proud, he beholdeth 
them afar off. 

Bb2 
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7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, yet 
shalt thou refresh me : thou shalt stretch forth thy 
hand upon the furiousness of mine enemies, and thy 
right hand shall save me. 

8 The Lord shall make good his loving-kindness 
toward me : yea, thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for 
ever; despise not then the works of thine own 
hands. 

Ver, 1. Before the godsy ^c] By the term gods^ is to be un- 
derstood "kings," and ** rulers.** Compare Psalm xcvii. 7. 

Ver. 2. For thou hast magnified thy Name, ^c] Dr. Durell 
translates, " for thou hast magnified thy Name above every thing;" 
and Bishop Horsley, " Truly thou hast magnified thy Name above 
all, according to thy promise." 

Ver, 5, Sing in the ways, ^c] Rather : " they shall proceed 
forwards in the ways," &c. — Bishop Law. 

Ver, 6. He beholdeth them afar off."] The Bible translation 
is more correct : " He knoweth them afar off:" that is, God 
estrangeth himself from them, and despiseth them : though he 
knoweth them, since he knoweth all things, and will consequently 
punish them. 

Ver, 7. Refresh me,} Rather : " preserve me alive.^' 
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PSALM CXXXIX. 

l9(i)otionii1. 
The SUBJECT of this glorious JPsalmi is> the Omnipre- 
sence of God, placed in a variety of lights : prayer to the 
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Most High, for aid against impious and desperate enemies i 
a profession of heart-felt attachment to God's service : and 
an appeal ta the Searcher of Hearts^ for the sincerity of this 
profession. The author is unknown. It cannot well be by: 
David, as it has many Chaldaisms ; which were not intro- 
duced into the Hebrew, till after the captivity. 

In this Psahn the Psalmist speaks throughotti^ 

» 

1 O Lord, thou hast searched me out, and knowiii 
me : thou knowest my down-sitting, and mine up- 
rising ; thou imderstandest my thoughts long be- 
fore. 

2 Thou art about my path, and about my bed : 
and spiest out all my ways. 

3 For lo, there is not a word in my tongue : but 
thou, O Lord, knowest it altogether. 

4 Thou hast fashioned me behind and before : 
and laid thine hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful and excel- 
lent for me : I cannot attain unto it. 

6 Whither shall I go then from thy Spirit : or 
whither shall I go then from thy presence ? 

7 If I climb up into heaven, thou art thejfe : if I 
go down to hell, thou art there also. 

8 If I take the wings of the morning: and remain 
in the uttermost parts of the sea ; 

9 Even there also shall thy hand lead me : and 
thy right hand shall hold me. 

10 If I say, Peradventure the darkness shall 
cover me : then shall my night be turned to day. 

11 Yea, the darkness is no darkness with thee^ 
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but the night is as clear as the day : tb6 darkness 
and light to thee are both alike. 

12 For my reins are thine : thou hast coyered ma 
in my mother^s womb. 

15 I will give thanks unto thee^ for I am fearfully 
and wonderfolly made : marvellous are thy works, 
and that my soul knoweth right well. 

14 . My bones are not hid from thee ; though I 
be made secretly, and fashioned beneath in the 
earth. 

13 Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being 
imperfect : and in thy book were all my members 
written ; 

16 Which day by day were fashioned : when as 
yet there was none of them. 

17 How dear are thy counsels unto me, O God : 
O how great is the sum of them t 

• 18 If I tell them, they are more in number than 
the sand : when I wake up I am present with thee. 
- 19 Wilt thou not slay the wicked, O God : de- 
part from me, ye blood-thirsty men ; 

20 For they speak unrighteously against thee : 
and thine enemies take thy Name in vain. 

21 Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate thee: 
and am not I grieved with those that rise up against 
thee ? 

22 Yea, I hate them right sore : even as though 
they were mine enemies. 

23 Try me, O God, and seek the ground of my 
heart : prove me, and examine my thoughts. 

24 Look well if there be any way of wickedness 
in me : and lead me in the way everlasting. 
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Psalm CXXXIX. Tlie beauties of this diviae composition^ 
are too obvious to require particular indication. If we compare 
it, says a sensible writer, with any Hymn of classical antiquity, in 
honour of the deities of heathen mythology, the immense supe- 
riority of the sentiments in this Psalm, must convince any reason- 
able person, that David and the Israelites in general, had advan- 
tages for religious knowledge^ which the rest of mankind had not. 
The supposition of the divine origin of the religion of the He<« 
Ih^ws, will account for the remarkable fact : but, on any other 
stq^sitiony these Psalms are a greater miracle, than any of those 
that are recorded by Moses. No other people, except the Jews,* 
though more enlightened in other respects, ever wrote in this 
strain, nor were possessed of these sentiments. No man whati 
ever, in the whole compass of prophane history, appears to have 
felt, as the writers of these Psalms did ; ot to have had the sub- 
lime views of the divine presence, character, and moral govern- 
ment, that they had. Let unbelievers account for this dijSerence 
if they can. 

Ver, 1. My thoughts long before,'] That is, *Uhe thoughts 
not yet come into my mind." 

Ver, 10. Then shall my night be turned to day,] The Bib. 
trans, appears to be preferable : " even the night shall be %ht 
about me." The meaning is : no darkness can conceal the ac<» 
tions of my body, or the thoughts of my mind, from thy Omni- 
science : thou art " Light'* thyself; and all, and every thing, are 
light before thee. 

Ver. 12. Covered me, ^cj "Who clothed us with- skin and 
flesh, and fenced us with bones and sinews." Job x. 11. 

Ver. 13, Fearfully and wonderfully made,] Never was so 
terse and expressive a description of the physical conformation of 
man, given by any hunuan beingc So fearfully are we ni^de, that 
there is not an action or gesture of our bodies, which does not, ap- 
parently, endanger some muscle, vein, or sinew ; the rupture of 
which, would destroy either life or health. We are so wonder" 
fully made, that our organization infinitely surpasses, in skill, con- 
trivance, design, and adaptation of means to ends, the most cu- 
rious and complicated piece of mechanism, not only ever executed 
** by art and man's device," but, ever conceived by the human 
imagination. — E d . 
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Ver, 14. My bones are not hid from thee.] Bishop Horsley's 
translation of this verse is as follows : 

" My skeleton was not concealed from thee. 
Nor my fine-woven covering, what time 
I was fashioned in secret, in the nether regions 
Of earth." 

The two phrases, " my skeleton," and " fine-woven covering,'' 
describe the two principal parts of which the human body is com- 
posed : the bony skeleton, the foundation of the whole ; apd the 
external covering of muscular flesh, tendons, veins, arteries, nerves, 
and skin ; a curious web of fibres. Bishop Home observes : '* by 
the lower parts of the earth," or " beneath in the earth," is un- 
doubtedly to be understood, the womb, where " the embryo is 
gradually formed and matured for the birth, like plants and 
flowers under ground." 

Ver. 16. When as yet there was none of themj] The mean- 
ing is, there was a time, when none of those curious parts, of which 
my frame consists, existed. The germ of them all, was planted 
by thee in the first instance ; and gradually matured, by thy power, 
wisdom, and goodness, into that wonderful piece of mechanism, 
which the human form exhibits. — Ed. 

Ver, 17. How dear are thy counsels^ SfcJ] How admirable 
and inestimable, are the counsels, designs, and operations of thy 
providence : and how infinite is the " sum," or number of them ! 

Fer. 21. Do not I hate them, ^c] The term, hate, in this 
place, implies no rancorous feeling, but rather, horror of the ways 
of the wicked. A good man, says Bishop Home, hates, as God 
himself doth : he hates not the persons of men, but their sins ; not 
what God made them, but what they have made themselves. We 
aire neither to hate the men, on account of the vices which they 
practise; nor to love the vices for the sake of the men who prac^ 
tise them. 
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PSALM CXL. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, petition for deliverance 
jfrom the malice of enemies : a prediction of their terrible^ 
punishment by God : and an expression of confidence, in 
the sure mercy of the Most High, upon the poor and help- 
less. It was, probably, written by David, during his per- 
secution, in the reign of Saul. 1 Sam. xxiii. SO. 

In this Psalm David speaJcs throughout. 

X Deliver me, O Lord, from the evil man : and 
preserve me from the wicked man. 

2 Who imagine mischief in their hearts: and, 
stir up strife all the day long. 

3 They have sharpened their tongues like a ser- 
pent : adder's poison is under their lips. 

4 Keep me, O Lord, jfrom the hands of the unr- 
godly : preserve me jfrom the wicked men, who are 
purposed to overthrow my goings. 

5 The proud have laid a snare for me, and 
spread a net abroad with cords : yea, and set traps 
in my way. 

6 I said unto the Lord, Thou art my God; 
hear the voice of my prayers, O Lord. 

7 O Lord God, thou strength of my health : 
thou hast covered my head in the day of battle. 

8 Let not the ungodly have his desire, O Lord : 
let not his mischievous imagination prosper, lest 
they be too proud. 
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9 Let the mischief of their own Kps fall upon 
the head of them : that compass me about. 

10 Let hot burning coals fall upon them : let 
them be cast into the fire, and into the pit, that 
they never rise up again. 

11 A man full of words shall not prosper upon 
the earth : evil shall hunt the wicked person to 
overthrow him. 

12 Sure I am that the Lord will avenge the 
poor : and maintain the cause of the helpless. 

13 The righteous also shall give thanks xmto 
thy Name : and the just shall continue in thy 
sight. 

Ven 5, The protid have laid a snare for me, S^c] The ima- 
gery in this verse alludes to the practices of hunters and fowlers 
in the eastern regions of the world, who are accustomed to take 
and destroy the ferocious beasts, and the larger. species of birds, 
by a variety of ingenious snares and devices. Before the inven- 
tion of gunpowder, the sportsman's art was much more exercisQ^ 
than at presient. 

Ver. 9. Let the mischief of their own lips, Sfc] In this and 
the two following verses, the prophet predicts those just judge- 
ments, which heaven will inflict on the slanderers and persecutors 
of the righteous. Their lips, which uttered i^nischief against 
Others, shall be the means of covering themselves with confusion, 
when, out of their own mouths, they shall be judged. Those 
tongues, which have contributed to set the world on fire, shall be 
iormented with the hot burning coals of eternal vengeance.— B p. 

HORNE. 

Ver. 10. And into the pit^ ^c] Mr. Parkhurst conjectqres, 
with great probability, that David alludes, in this expression, to 
the punishment of Corah, Dathan, and Abiram : and other com- 
mentators have supposed, that in the words preceding, " Let 
hot burning coais," ^c, a reference is made to the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrha. 

8 
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Fisn 11.^ man 'full of wards.'] The Bibw trahalation render s 
the origiBaly by the phrase, ^< an evil speaker ;" and the Chaldea 
Paraphrase, by the terms, " a delator," (or vile informer) " with a 
three-forked tongue;** because such a man wounds three at 
once : the receiver ; the sufferer ; and himself. 
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PSALM CXLL 

lhi99litatorff. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is very similar to that of the 
preceding one. It is believed to have been composed by 
David, after his flight from before Saul; when he bad 
spared the king's life (a second time) in the cave of Engedi ; 
hxLi, could no longer confide in him. 

In tkis Psedm David speaks tkronghoui* 

1 Lord^ I call upon thee^ haste thee unto me : 
and consider my voice when I cry unto thee. 

2 Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the 
incense : and let the liftmg up of my hands be an 
evening sacrifice. 

3 Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth : and 
keep the door of my Kps. 

4 O let not mine heart be inclined to any evil 
thing : let me not be occupied in ungodly works 
with the men that work wickedness, lest I eat of 
such things as please them. 

6 Let the righteous rather smite me fnendly : 
and reprove me. 

6 But let not their precious balms break my 
head : yea, I will pray yet gainst their wickedness 
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7 Let their judges be overthrown in stony places : 
that they may hear my words, for they are sweet. 

8 Our bones lie scattered before the pit : like as 
when one breaketh and heweth wood upon the 
earth. 

9 But mine eyes look xmto thee, O Lord God : 
in thee is my trust, O cast not out my soul. 

10- Keep me from the snare that they have laid 
for me : and from the traps of the wicked doers. 

11 Let the ungodly fall into their own nets 
together : and let me iever escape them. 

Ver, 3. Set a watch, ^c] That is, preserve me by thy grace, 
O God, that I may neither endanger my safety, by my imprudent 
language, nor violate my religion, by any weak compliances, or 
unfaithful concessions. 

Fer. 5. Let the righteous, ^cj Ite Bible translation (with 
a slight alteration) of this, and the subsequent verse, is prefer- 
able : '* Let the righteous smite me ; it shall be a kindness : and 
let him reprove me ; it shall be an excellent oil, which shall not 
break (or depress) my head,*' (that is, cause me to hang it 
down) ; " for yet my prayer shall ^be against their wickedness :" 
that is, I will still continue to pray for aid and grace under the 
oppressions of my enemies. 

Ver. 7.. Let their judges be overthrown, ^c] Rather : 
" theiJ: judges (or princes) have been dismissed (or sent away) 
from the rocks :"^ see 1 Sam, xxbr. Saul was sent, or allowed to go 
away, by David, when he had him at an advantage in the rocky 
cave : and his " words" were ** sweet ;'^ when he only mildly 
expostulated with Saul, on his unprovoked cruelty towards him. 

Ver. 8. Our bmies lie scattered^] On the deserts, and wide 
uninhabited plains of all hot countries, it i& very customary 
to meet with the bones of men and animals, neglected and un« 
buried, who have perished by thirst or hunger. Such a spectacle 
would be dreadful to a Jew ; as the want of burial was consi- 
dered by that people, as a soce calamity. . 
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PSALM CXLII. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm> is^ an expression of deep 
contrition and humility : and a fervent supplication for con- 
solation and assistance. It is supposed to have been written 
by David when he was in the cave of Adullam. 1 Sam. 

In this Pscihn David speaks throttghouU 

1 I cried unto the Lord with my voice : yea^ 
even Unto the Lord did I make my supplication. 

2 I poured out my complaints before him : and 
shevsred Tiim of my trouble. 

3 When my spirit was in heaviness thou knew- 
est my path : in the way wherein I walked have 
they privily laid a snare for me. 

4 I looked also upon my right hand : and saw 
there was no man that would know me. 

5 I had no place to flee unto: and no man 
cared for my soul. 

6 I cried unto thee, O Lord, and said : Thoii 
art my hope, and my portion in the land of the 
living. 

7 Consider my complaint: for I am brought 
very low. 
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8 O deliver me from my persecutors : for they 
are too strong for me. 

9 Bring my soul out of prison, that I may give 
thanks unto thy Name : which thing if thou wilt 
grant me, then shall the righteous resort unto my 
company. 

Ver, 3. When my spirit was in heaviness, ^c] The meaning 
18^ *' though my thoughts are so distracted and confused, that I 
am not able to connsel and direct myself in these straits^ yet 
thou knowest the path wherein I walk; thou art with me, and 
%Hit preserve me from those who watch my sl^ps, and lie in am« 
bush for me." — Bp. Horke. It must be observed^ however, that 
another arrangement of the second and third verses has been pro- 
posed, which will give more consistency and beauty to them than 
they now possess : that is, by making the words, " when my 
spirit was in heaviness," a member of the second verse, and be* 
ginning the third verse with the words, ** thou knowest my path." 
"Each sentence will then form a consistent whole in itself: teres 
atque rotundus. 

Ver, 4. My right hand,] An allusion to the observances of 
the ancient Jewish courts of judicature, in which the advocate 
Btood on the right hand of the accused, as well as the accuser ; 
for in Psalm ciz. 6, the accuser has this place assigned him. 

Ver. 5. My soul.'] That is, " my life." 

Fer. 9. Bring my soul out of prison.] That is, ** save my life 
from the prison of the graved* 

Ibid. Then shall the righteous^ S;c,] The Bible trauslatioii 
is here preferable : '^ the righteous shall compass me about : for" 
(when) '' thou shalt deal bountifully with me." TheyskaU re« 
sort to me in great numbers, in order to join with me in my 
praises and thanksgivings to thee for thy merciful kindness, and 
providential care. 
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PSALM CXLIII. 



Vmiteitttol. 



The stJBJECT of this Psalm, (which is appointed for Ash- 
Wednesday), is, supplication for the pardon of the Psalmist's 
sin : an avowal of the impossibility of acceptance and sal- 
vation, but through grace: a picture of distress of spirit 
produced by guilt ; and of consolation derived from a recol- 
lection of God's mercies of old. It is supposed to have 
been written by David, in a season of affliction : probably 
during his flight from Absalom. 

In this Psalm David speaks throughout. 

1 Hear my prayer, O Lord, and consider my 
desire : hearken unto me for thy truth and righ* 
teousness' sake. 

= 2 And enter not into judgement with thy servant : 
for in thy sight shall no man living be justified. 

3 For the enemy hath persecuted my soul ; he 
hath smitten my Ufe down to the ground : he hath 
laid me in the darkness, as the men that have been 
long dead. 

4 Therefore is my spirit vexed within me : and 
?ny heart within me is desolate. 

6 Yet do I remember the time past; I muse 
upon all thy works : yea, I exercise myself in the 
works of thy hands. 

6 I stretch forth my hands unto thee : my soul 
gaspeth imto thee as a thirsty land. 

7 Hear me, O Lord, and that soon, for my spirit 
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waxeth faint : hide not thy face from me, lest I be 
like unto them that go down into the pit. 

8 O let me hear thy loving kindness betimes in 
the morning, for in thee is my trust : shew thou 
me the way that I should walk in, for I lift up my 
soul unto thee. 

9 DeUver me, O Lord, from mine enemies : for 
I flee unto thee to hide me. 

10 Teach me to do the thing that pleaseth thee, 
for thou art my God : . let thy loving Spirit lead 
me forth into the land of righteousness. 

11 Quicken me, O Lord, for thy Name's sake: 
and for thy righteousness' sake bring my soul out 
of trouble. 

12 And of thy goodness slay mine enemies : and 
destroy all them that vex my soul ; for I am thy 
servant. 

Ver. 2. And enter noL'\ That is, " bring not thy servant into 
judgement :" for as David says in another Psalm : " If thou, 
Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiss ; O Lord, who 
may abide it :" xxx. 4. 

Ver. 3. For the enemy hath persecuted my, Sfc] The mean- 
ing of the verse appears to be : my persecutor hath, as it were, 
trodden me to the earth. 2 Sam, xv. 30. He hath laid me in 
darkness : compelled me to seek my safety in caverns, and secret 
recesses of the wilderness, 2 Sam, xvii. 16. so that I am become 
as a man that '' has been long dead:** having no more hopes of 
restoration to my rights and kingdom, than the deceased have, 
of returning again to life. 

Ver, 10. Land of righteousness,] That is, lead me (by thy 
Holy Spirit) out of the mazes of error, and the pollutions of vice, 
into that course of holiness and rectitudp, where I shall meet with 
no obstructions in the path, and no alarms to scare me from it» 
A petition which eVery Christian should offer up with equal fre- 
quency and fervency. 
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Ter. U. QukkfiH me, O Lard, |t^] It ^hpulS se^m, that ia 
this and the succeeding verse, the imperative should be changed 
for the future; a very common substitution in Hebrew composi- 
tion, as we have more than once observed. The l^salin will tten, 
as usual, conclude with an act of faith ; an expression of confi>^ 
dence in the mercy and goodness of Qod : " Thou shuU quidken 
me, O Lord/' &c. 



■;o 



THE THIRTIETH DAY OF THE MONTH. 



fiHotnint ^vaptt. 



PSALM CXLIV. 

AatO^ntstfi. ^ 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is^ thanksgiving to God for 

his mercifiil succour and aid, against the enemies Y^hicl\ 

V. . ■ ^ 

David had partially overcome : supplication that God woul4 
perfect his work, in their total overthrow : alternate praise 
for deliverance, and prayer for the prosperity of the Is^ 
raeHtish state. 

in this Psalm David speaks ihroughatei. 

1 Blessedbe the Lord my strength: whoteacheth 
my hands to war, and my fingers to fight ; 

2 My hope and my fortress^ my castle and deli* 
verer^ my defender in whom I trust : who snbduetb 
my people that is under me. 

3 Lord, what is man, that thou hast such re- 

c c - 
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spect unto him : or the son of man^ that thou so 
regardest him ? 

4 Man is like a thing of nought : his time passeth 
away like a shadow. 

5 Bow thy heavens, O Lord, and come down : 
touch the moimtains, and they shall smoke. 

6 Cast forth thy lightnings and tear them : shoot 
out thine arrows, and consume them. 

7 Send down thine hand from above: deliver 
me, and take mg out of the great waters, from the 
hand of strange children ; 

8 Whose mouth talketh of vanity: and their 
right hand is a right hand of wickedness. 

9 I will sing a new song unto thee, O God: 
and sing praises imto thee upon a ten-stringed lute. 

10 Thou hast given victory unto kings : and 
hast delivered David thy servant from the peril of 
the sword. 

11 Save me, and deliver me from the hand of 
strange children : whose mouth talketh of vanity, 
and their right hand is a right hand of iniquity. 

12 That our sons may grow up as the young 
plants : and that our daughters may be as the po- 
lished comers of the temple. 

13 That our gamers may be full and plenteous 
with all manner of store: that our sheep may 
bring forth thousands and ten thousands in our 
streets. 

14 That our oxen may be strong to labour, that 
there be no decay : no leading into captivity, and 
no complaining in our streets. 

15 Happy are the people that are in such a 
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case: yea, blessed are the people who have the 
Lord for their God, 

Ver. 2. Who subdueth my people, Sfc] That is, " who hath 
reduced all Israel, after severe and long-continued contests^ to 
my dominion." See 2 Sam. v. 1. et infra. 

Ver. 3. Lordy what is man, Sfc.'] In Psalm viii. 4. these 
words are emphatic; and applied particularly to Messiah. In the 
present Psalm they are general ; and relate aniversally to all 
mankind, or to the common condition of hunpian life, a& well asi 
to David's own case and situation. This general application i«( 
established by the following verse. In Job vii. 17, 18. similar 
expressions to those in the 3d and 4th verses of this Psalm, are 
used by the patriarch ; but in a far different sense. 

Ver. 7. Send down."] Rather : " stretch forth."---Bp. Lkw. 

Ibid. Strange children.'] The Philistines, Moabites, Ammo-^ 
nites, &c. David's enemies. 2 Sam. v. viii. 

Ver. 8. Vanity."] That is, idolatry. 

Ibid. Their right hand — of wickedness.] The meaning is, the 
hand with which they confirm their treaties of peace, and league! 
of friendship, are immediately lifted up against the lives and 
liberties of tiieir allies. i 

Ver. 9. A new song.] St. Chrysostom, on Psq.lm cxUx, , I^ 
gives us a full account of the meaning of this phrase ; which, ac- 
cording to the use of the word new in other places (when ttie' 
Hebrews would express a thing very wonderful, such ai^ had not 
been seen or heard of before, as Numb. xvi. 30, Jerem, xxtU 
22.) denotes, as he says, an illustrious ^nd famotis hymri^ 
for great victories, or achievements. See v. 10. 

Ver. 12, That our sons, §-c.] Rather : ** th^t our sons, in 
their youth, may be as thriving plants : and our daughters as the 
polished corrier-stones in the structure of a palace."*-^Du^£LL. 

Ver. 13. Streets,] Rather: "fields." — Durell. 

Ver. 15. In such a caseJ] The Jewish commentator, Kimchi, 
observes, of these three last verses, that they enume^te all^ 
those three blessings (of the womb ; of the ^arM ; and of cattle) 
which are promised in Deut. xxviii. 4^ as the rewards of religions 
and moral obedience. 

C C 2 > 
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PSALM CXLV. 

8ll9laietieal ants ftauDuitovff. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ is^ throughont^ an animated 
strain of praise and thanksgiving to God^ for his greatness^ 
niight^ glory 9 justice, mercy, and all his ot|ier adorable per- 
fections, attributes, and wondrous inforks. David was, pro- 
bably, its author. It is appointed to be used on^ Whit- 
Sunday. 

In this PscUm the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 I will magnify thee, O God, my King : and I 
will praise thy Name for ever and ever. 

2 Every day will I give thanks unto thee : and 
praise thy Name for ever and ever. 

3 Great is the Lord, and marvellous, worthy to 
be praised : there is no end of his greatness. 

4 One generation shall praise thy works unto 
another : and declare thy power. 

5 As for me, I will be taJking of thy worship : 
thy glory, thy praise, and wondrous works ; 

6. So that men shall speak of the might of thy 
marvellous acts : and I will also tell of thy great- 
ness. 

7 The memorial of thine abundant kindness 
shall be shewed : and men shall sing of thy righte- 
ousness. 

8 The Lord is griacious, and merciful: long- 
suffering, and of great goodness. 

9 The Lord is loving unto every nian : and hi$ 
mercy is over all his works. 

8 



MORN.] PSALM CXLV. 389 

10 All thy works praise thee, O Lord : and thy 
saints give thanks unto thee. 

11 They shew the glory of thy kingdom: and 
talk of thy power ; 

12 That thy power, thy glory, and mightiness 
of thy kingdom : might be known imto men. 

13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom! 
and thy dominion endureth throughout all ages. 

14 The Lord upholdeth all such as Ml : and 
lifteth up all those that are down. 

15 The eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord : and 
thou givest them their meat in due season. 

16 Thou openest thine hand; and iillest all 
things living with plenteousness. 

17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways: and 
holy in all his works. 

18 The Lord is nigh unto all them that call 
upon him : yea, all such as call upon him faith- 
fully. 

19 He will fulfil the desire of them that fear 
him: he also will hear their cry, and will help 
them. 

20 The Lord preserveth all them that love him : 
but scattereth abroad all the ungodly. 

21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord : 
and let all flesh give thanks unto his holy Name 
for ever and ever. 

Psalm CXLV. Hitherto, in this divine book, we have been 
presented with chequered scenes of danger and deliverance, dis- 
tress and mercy. The voice of coinplaint hath sometimes been 
succeeded by that 6{ thanksgiving ; and praise, at other times, 
hath terminated in prayer. But now, as if the days of mourning 
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in Zion were ended, we hear no more of Messiah as '^ a man of 
sorrows;" or of the Church, as despised and afflicted, after the 
same example, in the world. Henceforth, we seem not to be on 
earth, but in heaven ;- mingling with celestial spirits around the 
throne ; and singing, as in this Psalm, the praises of our God 
and King.^-*Bp. Horne. The ancient Hebrews were wont to 
say of this Psalm : ^' He could n6t fail to be a child of the world 
to come, who would say this Psalm three times a day." 

Ver. 5. As for me, Sfc] Bishop Hare substituted the third 
perscm plural, for the first person singular, in this and the fol-* 
lowing verse ; an emendation which Bishop Horsley has adopted : 
the two verses will therefore run as follows : 

5. '* They shall talk of the adorable glory of thy majesty, 

They shall dwell upon thy wondrous works ; 

6. " Of the powers of thy terrors they shall discourse, • 

Thy mighty deeds they shall recount." 

Ver, 14. The verse which should b^gin with the letter Nun 
(N) in this Alphabetical Psalm, is omitted in the Hebrew; tbift 
is supplied, in some of the ancient versions, with the following ; 
** The Lord is faithful in all his words, and holy in all his works." 

Fer. 15, The eyes of all, ^c] " Universal nature looks up 
to thee, for preservation, support, and happiness." 

Fer, 17. The Lord is righteous, SfcJ] Rather : *• the L(M is 
faithful in all his words^ and righteous in all his work9."-*-^BiP. 
Law. As this is a repetition, of the verse said to Jbaye b0r 
loi^ed to the letter N ; but omitted in the Hebrew and Cha)dee^ 
it does not appear to be probable, that this supplied verse^, ever 
belonged to the original poem. Dr. Hammond has observed, 
that it is not uncommon fpr one letter or more, to be left' out in 
an Alphabetical Psalm. 

Ver» 18* Faithfully.] That is, with a f«ll conviction i^n 
the mind, of God's being both able and willing, to grant eyecy 
prayer, which it is proper for us to offer, and coniustent with his 
attributes to comply with. - 
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PSALM CXLVI. 

fUiOratotfi. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ like that of the preceding 
one, is, devout prtdse to the Most High: admonition not to 
put confidence in feeble mortals : and an annunciation of 
the blessedness of that man, who trusts only, in the infinite 
and eternal attributes of God. It was, probably, written 
after the captivity. The author is unknown. 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughout, 

1 Praise the Lord^ O my soul ; wrhile I live will 
I praise the Lord: yea, as long as I have any 
being, I will sing praises unto my God. 

2 O put not your trust in princes, nor in any 
child of man : for there is no help in them. 

3 For when the breath of man goeth forth, he . 
shall turn again to his earth: and then all his 
thoughts perish. 

4 Blessed is he that hath the God of Jacob for 
his help : and whose hope is in the Lord his God ; 

5 Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that therein is : who keepeth his promise for ever ; 

6 Who helpeth them to right that suffer wrong : 
who feedeth the hungry. 

7 The Lord looseth men out of prison : the 
Lord giveth sight to the blind. 

8 The Lord helpeth them that are fallen : the 
Lord careth for the righteous. 

9 The Lord careth for the strangers ; he de- 



392 PBALM CXiVI. [day 30.. 

fendeth the fatherless and widow : as for the way 
of the ungodly, he tumeth it upside down. 

10 The Lord thy God, O Sion, shall be King 
for evermore : and throughout all generations. 

Ver, 2. O put not y<mr tttist, S^c] This, and the following 
Terse, seem to allude to the disa^^intment of expectations, built 
on the supposed strength of aome idliances, which, in the zesult, 
f;^ prQyed;tQ be.of no avaU. 

Ver. 3. To his earth.] This is emphatic, and means the 
earth out of which man was created. 

Ibid. His thoughts.'] Literally : ** hi» glitteiings :** those ex- 
ternal advantages, or specious qualities, which are highly thought 
of by men ; but, either of in8ignificance»,Qr abominatioit.in the 
sight of God. 

Fer. 7. Looseth men out of prison^] It was part of the office 
of Messiah, to '* proclaim liberty to the captives ; and the open- 
ing of the prison to them that are bound," {Isaiah Ixi. 1,) • ^ 
prophecy which Jesus Christ appropriates to himself, Luke iv. 19. 

Ver. 9. The strangers.] By this expression, are probably 
meant, those who were called the '^ Proselytes of the Gate,"* 
{Exod. XX. 10.) : and who are here joined with '^ tiie fatherless 
and widow," because, like them, they were most likely to be 
destitute of support and protection. Deut. xiv. 29* 

Ibid. He tumeth it upside down^ Rather: '' he tumeth 
aside :" he tumeth the schemes or plots of the ungodly, in a 
different direction, and to a different end, from that intended by 
them. 
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lEbmins W^vantv. 



PSALM CXLVII. 

lUnUNitovfi. 

The SUBJECT of this Psahn^ is^ an invocation to. the peo^ 
pie of the Jews^ to praise God for the mercies which he had 
vouchsafed to them, especially ; as well as for his general 
providential goodness and care. It is supposed to havebeeii 
written in celebration of the return of the Jews, from the 
Babylonish captivity. Many have attributed it to Nehe- 
mialu 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughout, 

1 O praise the Lord^ for it is a good thing to 
sing praises untp our God: yea^ a joyful and plea^ 
sant thing it is to be thankful. 

2 The Lord doth build up Jerusalem : and ga- 
ther together the out-casts of Israel. 

3 He healeth those that are broken in h^art : 
and giveth medicine to heal their sickness. 

4 He telleth the number of the stars : and calleth 
them all by their names* 

5 Great is our Lord^ and great is his power: 
yea^ and his wisdom is infinite. 

6 The Lord setteth up the meek : and bringeth 
the ungodly down to the ground. 

7 £> sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving : sing 
praises upon the harp unto our God ; 
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8 Who covereth the heaven with clouds, and 
prepareth rain for the earth : and maketh the grass 
to grow upon the mountains, and herh for the use 
of men ; 

9 Who giveth fodder unto the cattle : and feedeth 
the young ravens that call upon him. 

10 He hath no pleasure in the strength of an 
horse : neither delighteth he in any man's legs. . 

11 But the Lord's delight is in them that fear 
him : and put their trust in his mercy. 

12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem: praise thy 
God, OSion. 

13 For he hath made fast the bars of thy gates : 
and hath blessed thy children within theo, 

14 He maketh peace in thy borders : and filleth 
thee with the flour of wheat. 

15 He sendeth forth his commandment upon 
earth : and his word runneth very swiftly. 

16 He giveth snow like wool: and scattereth 
the hoar-frost Uke ashes. 

17 He casteth forth his ice like morsels; who is 
able to abide his frost ? 

• 18 He sendeth out his word, and melteth them : 
he bloweth with his wind, and the waters flow. 

19 He sheweth his word unto Jacob : his statutes 
and ordinances unto Israel. 

20 He hath not dealt so with any nation : nei- 
ther have the heathen knowledge of his laws. 

Fer. 2. Doth build up Jerusalem.^ He rebuilds the walliiy 
and sets up the gates of the holy city^ in spite of all the opposi- 
tion of the enemies of the Jews, to their re-erection : Ezra 
iv. 12. 
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Fer.4* Cdlleth them all by their names.] This verse 'ex-» 
presses, figuratively and beautifully, the then dispersed state of 
the Jews, and their re-collection at Jerusalem. As God knows 
the number, names, and places of the wandering stars ; so he wid 
discover his people, wherever they are scattered, and bring them 
again to their home. Bishop Horsley translates the verse thus : 
" He hath set a number for the stars," (that is, allotted a 

number to the stars,) 
*^ He hath given names to them all." 

Ver, 9. Who givethfodder unto the cattle.] Rather, as in the 
Bib. trans. : ** he giveth to the beast his food." The Psalmist's 
allusion refers to wild animals. Tame and domesticated ones, are 
taken care of by men. 

Ver. 10. Legs.] Rather : ** power or strength." Jehovdh 
prefers, and favours men, not for their corporeal, but moral. (}ua-» 
lities. 

Ver. 15. Runneth very swiftly.] That is : whatsoever Je* 
hovah commands, respecting the order and economy of universal 
nature, is immediately obeyed. In the three succeedmg verses, 
the Psalmist exemphfies this, in several instances of God's ope* 
rations in the natural world. 

Ver. 17. Like morsels.] In <' hail," or small masses of con- 
gealed water, likie ** morsels," or crumbs of bread. 

Ver. 20. With any natiofi.] Compare Deut. iv. 32, 33, 
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3.inUratoii{. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, like the preceding one> aa 
invocation to all the inhabitants, and parts of the universe ; 
angelic and human; animate and inanimate; intellectual 
and insensible, to praise, magnify, and glorify, the eternal 
Creator, Governor, and Saviour. It is supposed, by some 
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eommentatorii to. have been composed hy Dayid^ when his 
kingdom was in a very flourishing condition^ see ver. 13. : 
and when God had given him rest from all his enemies: 
2 Sam* vii. L 

In this Psalm the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

10 praise the Lord of heaven : praise him in 
the height. 

2 Praise him. all ye angels of his : praise him all 
hishost. ^ ^ 

3 Praise him^ smi and moon : praise him^ all ye 
stars and light. 

4 Praise him, all ye heavens : and ye waters that 
are above the heavens. 

5 Let them praise the Name of the Lord : for 
he. spake the v^ord, and they were made ; he com- 
manded, and they were created. 

6 He hath made them fast for ever and ever : he 
hath given them a law which shall not be broken. 

7 Praise the Lord upon earth : ye dragons and 
all deeps ; 

8 Fire and hail, snow and vapours: wind and 
storm, fulfilling his word ; 

9 Mountains and all hills : fruitful trees and all 
cedars ; 

10 Beasts and all cattle: worms and feathered 
fowls; 

11 Kings of the earth and all people: princes 
and all judges of the world ; 

12 Young men and maidens, old men and chil- 
dren, praise the Name of the Lord : for his Name 
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only is excellent, and his praise above heaven and 
earth. 

-13 He shall exalt the horn of his people ; all his 
saints shall praise him : even the children of Israel, 
even the people that serveth him. 

Ver. 1. Praise him in the height] From the heavens, and 
those unuttera}>le heights, where hosts of unmortid ;Spitits/v ad- 
mitted to a sight of their King, enjoy unfading plea^reijfy the 
song is to begin : and when the strain is thus set up by the celes- 
tial part of the choir, it is to be* taken up, and echoed back, by 
the creatures of this lower world, animate and inanimate; Whidi 
have all their several parts assigned them, in the great work of 
glorifying their Creator. — Bp. Horne. 

Ver, 6. Given them a law, ^c] That is. He prescribed si- 
tuations, revolutions, and influences, to the heavens and all their 
hosts of suns, moons, stars, and worlds unnumbered ; which shall 
never be interrupted, transgressed, or witliheld, till that great day, 
when the Almighty Creator himself, ** shall fold them* up ai a ve»« 
ture." Heb. i. 12— Ed. :,, 

Ver. 7. Ye dragons and all deeps."] Rather : " Ye great^ ser- 
pents, and the caverns in which ye dwell." Snakes of an enor- 
mous magnitude, are frequently found, in hot countries, at; ttie 
bottom of deep wells, or pits. Mr. Forbes informs us, that the 
people of the east, (around Bombay) have the greatest dread of 
descending into these abysses; as they firmly believe, that the 
bottom of each, is inhabited by a vast snake, of equal voracity aiul 
size. — Ed. 

Ver, 13. The horn of his people.'] The horn, which, in Scrip- 
tural language, is the emblemof power and strength, is, probably^ 
put for David himself; established in his throne, clothed wi^ 
riches and honour; and surrounded by a triumphant, warlike,aiM} 
affectionate people. 
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PSALM CXLIX. 



l^ntHotoirs. 



The SUBJECT of this Psalm, is, an invocation to the Is- 
raelites, to praise the Lord, for the mercies which he had 
already vouchsafed to them : as well as for those which he 
should thereafter bestow upon them. There appears to be 
no reason to dissent from the opinion of some commenta^ 
tors, that it was composed by David. 

In thU Psahn the Psalmist speaks throughout. 

1 O sing unto the Lord a new song : let the con* 
gregation of saints praise him. 

2 Let Israel rejoice in him that made him : and 
let the children of Sion be joyful in their King. 

3 Let them praise his Name in the dance : let 
them sing praises unto him with tabret and harp. 

, 4 For the Lord hath pleasure in his people : and 
helpeth the meek-hearted. 

• 5 Let the saints be joyful with glory : let them 
rejoice in their beds. 

6 Let the praises of God be in their mouth : and 
a two^dged sword in then- hands ; 

7 To be avenged oY the heathen : and to rebuke 
the people; 

8 To bind their kings in chains : and their nobles 
with links of iron. 

9 That they may be avenged of them, as it is 
written : Such honoiur have all his saints. 



\ 
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Ver^ 1. A new song,'] See note on Psalni cxliv. 9. 

Ibid. Congregation,'] Rather : ** array," or " host." 

Ver, 3. In the dance,'] That " dances" were usual in religious 
worship, on festal occasions, we may collect from 2 Sam, vi. 14. 

Ver, 5. Let them rejoice in their beds,] Dr. Doddridge has 
well illustrated this verse. He observes, that the Psalm was, 
probably, sung, when David*s army was marching out to war, 
against the remnant of the devoted nations, and first went up in 
solemn procession, to the house of God ; there, as it were, to con- 
secrate the arms, which he put into their hands. The beds re- 
ferred to, on which they were to rejoice, or sing aloud, were the 
cow^hes on which they lay at the banquets, attending their sacri- 
fices : which gives a noble sense to a passage, on any other inter- 
pretation, scarcely intelligible. 

Ver, 7. To be avenged, ^c] The unhappy Jews, perverting 
these, and other predictive declarations in the Psalms, entertain 
the notion, that these words apply to their expected Messiah ; 
who will be a glorious temporal Prince, and reduce all the king- 
doms of the world, under the Jewish domination, 

Ver, 9. As it is written,'] See Deut* vii. 24, xx, 17. xxiL 41, 
42, 43. 

Ibid. Such honour, ^c] Rather : '' he is an honour among,'* 
(or is honoured by) ** all his saints." — Bp. Law. 
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Qt^oxal anlr l^ulraitors. 

The SUBJECT of this Psalm^ (which Bishop Horsley con- 
siders as a Grand Chorus of all the voices and instruments 
belonging to the tabernacle,) is^ a general invocation to the 
prsdse and glorification of God: concluding^ most forcibly 
and appropriately, thi^ collection of divine poems/ with a 
call upon every creature 'f that hath breath/' to employ that 
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breath, in the praise of HIM who bestowed it. This also 
may be attributed to David. 

In this Psalm the Personages supposed to be introduced^ 
, are^ the whole body of the Levite Sinqers, and Instru- 
mental Performers, belonging to the tabemade-wor^ 
ship. 

1 O praise God in his holiness : praise him in the 
firmament of his power. 

2 Praise him in his noble acts : praise him ac- 
cording to his excellent greatness. 

3 Praise him in the sound of the trumpet : praise 
him upon the lute and harp. 

4 Praise him in the cymbals and dances : praise 
him upon the strings and pipe. > 

5 Praise him upon the well-tuned cjonbals : 
praise him upon the loud cymbals. 

6 Let every thing that hath breath : praise the 
Lord. 

Ver, I. Praise God in his holiness^ 4*<^.] Rather: ** Praise 
God on account of his holiness : on account of his extensive 
power." — Bp. Law. 

Ver. 3. Praise him in the sound of the trumpet ^ — the lute and 
harpl\ ** Of the pleasures of heaven, nothing further is revealed 
to uSy than that they consist in the practice of holy music, and 
holy love : the joint enjoyment of which, we are told, is to be the 
happy lot, of all pious souls, to endless ^es/'-— -.Horkb. It was 
the particular office of the priests, (in the service of the taber- 
nacle, and afterwards, of the temple,) to ** blow with the trum- 
petsV* ^itm5. X. 8. 2 Chron. v. 12. Ecclus. I 16. : as it wad of 
llie Levites to ** sing in the house of the Lead, with cymbalg« 
p«4lteries^ ^nid harps." 1 CAnm, xxv. 6. 
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CONCLUSION. 



Bishop Horne concludes his very valuable " Commentary 
on the Book of Psalms," in the following beautiful strain of 
mingled eloquence and piety. 

*' Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord! 

" With this wish the sweet Psalmist of Israel closes the 
Songs of Sion. With the same wish the author desires to 
close these meditations upon them; giving thanks to the 
Father of mercies, and the God of all comforts, by whose 
most gracious favour, and aid, they have been begun, con- 
tinued, and ended ; and humbly praying, that no errors or 
improprieties, from which, through human infirmity, during 
the course of a long work, the most diligent and careful are 
not exempt, may prevent his labours from contributing, in 
some small degree, to promote the improvement and conso- 
lation of the redeemed, the honour and glory of the Re- 
deemer: who is THE ROOT AND THE OFFSPRING OF DaVID; 
AND THE BRIGHT AND MORNING STAR. AmEN." 

With the same thanksgiving, and with the same prayer, is 
this far lighter labour, brought to a conclusion : the expres- 
sion of a hope being added, that by its notes, the beauties 
of the Psalms of David may have been, in some degree, 
more fully developed, than heretofore; and that the Chris- 
tian reader may find reason to feel and confess, that *' the 
daughter of Zion*' is not OQly ''all glorious mthin;' but, 

Dd 
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that her very " cloathing" is of the finest " wrought gold ;" 
and " her raimenf of the most precious *' needle-work/* 

Alleluia ; salvation, and glory^ and honour, and 

POWER, UNTO THE LoRD OUR GoD : AmEN; AlLELUIA ! 

Revel, xix. 1. 4. 



THE END. 
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